
The former Overton 
School will be trans-
formed into a business 
incubation enterprise 
center. It will offer 
entrepreneurs facilities, 
training, amenities  
and connections to oth - 
er motivated individu-
als. The architecturally 
significant mid-century 
modern building is an 
anchor in the commu-
nity and readily adapted 
to support new uses  
like offices, labs, a cater-
ing kitchen, a gym-
nasium, event room and 
performance stage.

To start the engage-
ment process, the build-
ing has been secured 
and made habitable.  
 “We needed a way to  
show our interest in  
the community in order 
to get their interest,” 
said Ghian Forman, 
President of the Greater  
Southwest Develop-
ment Corporation. A lo -
cal resident was hired 
to clean windows, fix the 
doors, provide grounds 
keeping and to simply 
say “hello” to passersby. 

Tenant opportuni - 
ties are suited to a wide 
range of activities, 
built around entrepre-
neurial development. 
Incremental upgrades 
will bring in new users 
and generate consistent 
income and activity. 
Operating expenses are 
affordable, and flexi - 
ble occupancy config-
urations and terms 
present a low-risk prop-
osition for tenants  
primarily focused on  
fund ing their busi - 
nesses.  

Rent revenue will be 
readily applied to fur - 
ther improvements  
in order to attract more 
users. The building 
adjusts to the people it 
attracts. This suits  
City Hall’s mission to  
push development 
beyond the central busi-
ness district and  
into the neighborhoods.
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This former Catholic 
school sat abandoned 
for several years before 
it was repurposed for 
boutique offices. 

The revamped facility 
now offers modern busi-
ness amenities, small to 
large accommodations, 
shared common meet-
ing spaces, a state-of-
the-art wireless internet 
facility and flexible leas-
ing terms – all features 
of great importance for 
start-ups and entrepre-
neurs lacking capital. 

The scalable nature of 
the building allowed the 
developers to match 
their investment to the 
tenants helping to grow 
the new facility.

Backing by several local 
groups and business 
leaders was critical 
to promoting the new 
scheme and driving it 
forward.


