
Depopulation has taken 
its toll on the North 
Lawndale community, 
visible in empty lots  
and boarded up houses 
and businesses dot     
ting the area. Services  
exist in isolation, with    
out the connective tissue 
to nurture a vibrant 
urbanity. 

This project’s goal  
is to bring the disparate 
threads of community 
services and shared 
resources together to  
form a framework,  
both in physical and pro   
grammatic terms, 
that can attract future 
residents and growth. 

The Legacy Charter 
School sits on the same 
block as the North 
Lawndale College Prep 
High School, across  
the street from the 
District Police Station. 

In collaboration with the 
school and the Steans 
Family Foundation, a 
vision has emerged for 
the site that includes 
an array of private and 
municipal program 
offerings, including a  
health clinic, an after
school program, a day
care facility and others 
that, taken together, 
can begin to provide a 
coherent public realm. 
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Built in three phases 
over 15 years, the one  
acre, InnerCity Arts  
(ICA) campus was con  
ceived as a contem
porary openair village 
with a network of  
plazas and courtyards. 

Created, in part, to  
off  set the effects of leg  
is  lative cuts in the late 
1970s to arts education  
in California public 
schools, ICA was born of 
a partnership between 
founders Bob Bates and  
Irwin Jaeger, public 
school administrators 
and the local com
muni ty to provide free art 
classes to area youth. 

After occupying sev
eral small, temporary 
spaces over the  
years, ICA partnered 
with Michael Maltzan to 
repurpose an aban   
doned garage in Los 
Angeles’s Skid Row 
neighborhood. 

An assemblage of new  
and repurposed build
ings, this arts education 
campus now serves 
more than 10,000 youth 
each year.  




