
Austin and West 
Garfield Park is bisect
 ed by several unbroken 
industrial blocks almost 
five football fields in 
length and nearly three 
times the width of a typ
ical Chicago block. This 
scar weakens pedes
trian activity and divides 
people from goods and 
services, and from each 
other. The rail line, too,  
is a physical barrier with 
infrequent crossing 
points. 

Any potential solution 
must provide places for  
people to be, to learn, to 
feel safe and to enjoy  
community. To address 
the divide, the design  
focuses on unused 
spaces around the ele va 
ted rail along Division, 
between Cicero and 
Kolmar.

The proposed interven
tion houses a Chicago 
Public Library branch, 
a data center, job 
train ing, afterschool 
programs, livework 
housing and retail. 
These diverse uses 
would ensure activity 
and safety around  
the clock. Combining 
facilities gives those  
in need of job training  
the ability to save  
time during their day  
and creates equit   
able access and op por  
tunities.

Ward 37 Alderman 
Emma Mitts has said  
that, “the lack of jobs 
and resources for  
young people breeds  
a host of negative  
consequences from  
which many urban 
neighborhoods find it 
difficult to recover.”  
By injecting nature  
and programs into the 
heart of this industrial 
legacy, the Ward  
can become resurgent 
and begin healing its 
communities.
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Emerson College is not 
just a building, it is an 
environment, complete 
with its own canyons 
and valleys and ledges 
and peaks. 

There are no standard 
“levels” to the building, 
but rather ramps  
and dives, gangways 
and catwalks. 

These elements chal
lenge our mental frame
work, prodding us  
on with an imaginative, 
optimistic architecture. 

The solutions are  
right in front of us: 
existing infrastructure, 
build ings and typo
logies, boldly remixed 
to become useful  
again.
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