
Rides on the “L” are 
among Chicago’s defin-
ing experiences, weav-
ing passengers through 
diverse neighborhoods 
and offering glimpses in - 
to homes, yards and 
streets. Rarely, though, 
is interaction between 
passengers and resi-
dents intentional or 
planned.

Lifeline Theatre seeks 
ways to enhance the “L” 
experience and create 
connections between 
those in, on and nearby 
the iconic train system. 
The Theatre inhabits 
a landmark electrical 
utility building, a cor-
nerstone of the Rogers 
Park community on  
the North Side. Its street 
frontage runs along  side 
the “L”, join ing a thriving 
commercial hub at 
Morse Avenue.

Questioning how archi - 
tecture might engage 
passing riders, pedes-
trians and the city in 
new ways, Lifeline envi - 
sions elevated plat-
forms visible from the 
“L”, not for trains but 
instead for gatherings 
and performances. 

By visually relating the 
neighborhood, the “L” 
and Lifeline’s historic 
home, new kinds of 
space and architecture 
can together generate 
vitality by connecting 
those on the street and 
within its buildings, 
bringing into focus the 
theater of city life. 
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Le Fresnoy Art Center is  
an exciting place for 
programmed events and  
informal gatherings, 
taking a group of his tor-
ic movie studio build- 
ings and using them in  
unexpected and dra-
matic new ways. 

A superstructure of new 
catwalks, gangways 
and platforms weave 
within and around  
the older buildings, cre - 
ating an elevated roof-
scape over which visitors 
can stroll or move be - 
tween new spaces with - 
in the studio buildings. 

A massive roof covers 
the entire complex, pro-
tecting it from the ele-
ments and giving these 
formerly individual 
buildings a reinvented, 
unified presence. 

Radical new ways of 
relating old and new 
can allow fragments of 
the past and present 
to grow and evolve to -
gether, responding  
to contemporary needs 
and wishes with the 
best of both.




