
The Damen Silos are 
resilient. They have 
endured fires, evolving 
industries and many 
curious trespassers. 
They tie Chicago to 
its blue-collar past. A 
precursor to today’s 
skyscrapers, they 
also frame Chicago’s 
skyline and offer an 
eye-catching backdrop 
to surrounding neigh-
borhoods. 

At the intersection of 
a waterway, freeway 
and pedestrian paths, 
the site is ripe for an 
intervention that makes 
the silos an asset for  
the Pilsen neighborhood. 
Their cylindrical forms, 
once used to store 
and refine grain, beg 
to be occupied and 
reactivated. 

By enhancing the infra-
structure of the Damen 
Silo site and allowing 
direct access, the 
curiosity which already 
attracts so many will 
foster new productive 
interactions with this 
unique space. 

A series of new place-
defining markers and  
interventions will 
enliven but not overtake 
the character and 
history of the site, pav-
ing the way for new 
purposeful use of the 
silos while maintaining 
their iconic silhouette. 
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The Damen silos are  
resilient.  Having 
endured fires, the 
changing of industry, 
and many curious 
trespassers, they root 
Chicago to it’s 
blue-collar past. An 
antecedent to today’s 
skyscrapers, they are 
the backdrop to 
surrounding 
neighborhoods and 
frame Chicago’s 
skyline. Situated at an 

intersection of 
waterway, freeway, and 
pedestrian 
connectivity, the site is 
waiting for an 
intervention to bring 
this asset back into the 
Pilsen neighborhood. 

The cylindrical forms, 
once used to 
compartmentalize and 
refine grain, beg to be 
occupied and activated. 

By improving the 
infrastructure of the 
Damen Silo site and 
simply allowing direct 
access, the curiosity 
which attracts so many 
will slowly permit 
occupation as people 
return repeatedly to be 
a part of a developing 
space. As displayed in 
the nearby Pilsen 
community, allowing a 
series of surficial 
interventions and new 

place-defining markers 
will activate but not 
overtake the character 
and history of the site. 
This will literally pave 
the way for growth of 
new culture and 
purpose of the Silos, 
while still maintaining 
their iconic image. 
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The Pilsen neighbor-
hood, just north of 
the Damen Silos, has 
been a point of entry 
for immigrants for the 
last 150 years, first 
with waves of Eastern 
European workers  
and transitioning to a 
predominantly Latino 
area today. 

Affectionately called the  
 “Heart of Chicago,” 
Pilsen is home to many  
thriving institutions  
– from the community 
studio Elevarte to  
the National Museum  
of Mexican Art. 

From this thriving art 
scene, the residents of  
Pilsen have made 
steady interventions on  
the surfaces of the 
neighborhood that con - 
tribute to the com  - 
mu nity’s character. This 
work ranges from the 
commissioned mural 
painting of the Pink 
Line “L” station to indivi - 
du al tile collages  
on houses and yards. 

These visual interven-
tions lend a sense  
of exploration, curios-
ity and individuality 
to Pilsen and add yet 
another layer of history; 
they provide a model  
for how the nearby 
Damen Silos may be in - 
tegrated into the sur-
rounding community, 
as both a resource  
and unique place of 
interest.




