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Knocking on doors is easy, fun, and rewarding -- when you canvass, you are a local opinion leader! Best
of all, it is the most powerful form of political communication. Here are some tips to get you started.

1.WHEN YOU ARE CANVASSING:

o Wear comfortable shoes!

o Bring water

o Don't leave any information in someone’s mailbox — postal service regulations don’t allow it. Instead,
find another place to leave the literature

o NEVER try to convince someone you are right and they are wrong. We'll never gain support trying to
convince people they are wrong.

o Don't enter the home of someone you don’t know

o If you aren’t comfortable walking up to a particular house, skip it. Safety comes first!

2. WHAT DO | NEED TO TALKTO MY NEIGHBORS?

Your printed walk packet, which usually includes a map of your neighborhood
Literature supplied by a campaign

Script supplied by campaign

Pencil/Pen

Something to carry your materials with (clipboard/bag)
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3. WHY DO I NEED TO RECORD INFORMATION AND ASK QUESTIONS ON THE SCRIPT?

When you record the information, it allows the campaign to do later follow-up work with the voter,
whether that is sending a follow-up piece of mail, a phone call, or an additional door visit. By returning
this information, you help make our campaigns more effective and efficient.

4. WHAT HAPPENS IF SOMEONE ASKS ME A QUESTION THAT | DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER TO?

It is ok to say you don’t know — no one will expect you to be an expert on the issues. Flyers will help, if
they contain a website address or phone number. You can always tell the voter that someone will get
back to them, and mark that information on your sheet.



5. MY NEIGHBOR AND | DON'T GET ALONG SO WELL/THERE'S A DOG GUARDING THE DOOR/I CAN'T
MAKE IT UP THE FRONT STEPS. WHAT SHOULD | DO?

Although it is really important to contact the voters on your list, we shouldn't talk to people you can’t
realistically talk to for one reason or another. Remember, safety comes first.

6. WHY IS CANVASSING THE MOST IMPORTANT THING WE CAN DO TO WIN ELECTIONS?

Extensive research has proven that face-to-face voter contact is the most effective way to convince voters
to vote for Democrats. No other method, be it television, mail, phone calls, or the Internet comes close.
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