REPUBLICANS: HIGHWAY HYPOCRITES
ALASKA

Sen. Murkowski Asked USDA For Stimulus Funding, Despite Opposing the Bill. “Sen. Lisa Murkowski, Alaska Republican, called the stimulus ‘excessive’ and voted against it, though she noted that money in the legislation would benefit her state. She, too, wrote to the USDA to support Alaska projects seeking stimulus funds. ‘I opposed the stimulus bill as did most of my colleagues in the Republican caucus, but it was passed in Congress and signed into law,’ she said, when asked about her support for project seeking stimulus funds. ‘When constituents come to me asking for support in a competitive application process for funding for broadband expansion, I am happy to support their request. I will always fight to make sure my state gets its fair share of available federal dollars,’ she added.” [Washington Times, 2/9/10]

Rep. Don Young (AK-AL) Bragged About His "Victory" For The Alaska Native Contracting Program In The Recovery Act. Rep. Don Young: "Alaskan Congressman Don Young won a victory for the Alaska Native contracting program and other Alaska small business owners last night in H.R. 1, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act." [Congressman Don Young's Press Release; 2/13/09] 

ALABAMA

Shelby Asked for $15 Million in Stimulus Money. “The entire congressional delegation of Alabama, including its two Republican senators, wrote to then-Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell asking for $15 million for cogongrass eradication and control programs in the state. The state ended up getting a $6.3 million grant. Republican Richard Shelby, the state's senior senator, called the stimulus package ‘the socialist way’ while it was being debated. A spokesman didn't respond to a request for comment.” [Wall Street Journal, 2/16/10]
Sessions Asked for $15 Million in Stimulus Money. “The entire congressional delegation of Alabama, including its two Republican senators, wrote to then-Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell asking for $15 million for cogongrass eradication and control programs in the state. The state ended up getting a $6.3 million grant. Republican Richard Shelby, the state's senior senator, called the stimulus package ‘the socialist way’ while it was being debated. A spokesman didn't respond to a request for comment.” [Wall Street Journal, 2/16/10]
Rep. Jo Bonner (AL-1) Asked For $15 Million In Stimulus Money. According to the Wall Street Journal, Bonner “wrote to then-Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell asking for $15 million [in stimulus funds] for cogongrass eradication and control programs in the state. The state ended up getting a $6.3 million grant.” [WSJ, 2/16/09]

· Bonner and Aderholt Tried at Least Five Times to Get Stimulus-Funded Transportation Jobs to Alabama. “Alabama Republicans Jo Bonner and Robert Aderholt took to the U.S. House floor in July, denouncing the Obama administration’s stimulus plan for failing to boost employment. ‘Where are the jobs?’ each of them asked. Over the next three months, Bonner and Aderholt tried at least five times to steer stimulus-funded transportation grants to Alabama on grounds that the projects would help create thousands of jobs…Bonner said opposing the stimulus doesn’t mean he shouldn’t help Alabama projects compete for grants. ‘It is my role to ensure that their request is considered by the federal agency,’ he said in an e-mail.” [Bloomberg News, 2/22/10]
Rep. Mike Rogers (AL-3) Asked For $15 Million In Stimulus Money. According to the Wall Street Journal, Rogers "wrote to then-Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell asking for $15 million [in stimulus funds] for cogongrass eradication and control programs in the state. The state ended up getting a $6.3 million grant.” [WSJ, 2/16/09]

Rep. Aderholt (AL-4) Asked USDA For Stimulus Funding For A Foundation In His District. “Rep. Robert B. Aderholt, Alabama Republican, also voted against and criticized the stimulus. ‘Rather than create jobs or stimulate the economy, this massive spending bill was a laundry list of programs that focused on states with big-city urban communities,’ he wrote in the Oct. 4 edition of the Daily Mountain Eagle newspaper. Three days later, Mr. Aderholt sent a letter to Mr. Vilsack on behalf of a foundation seeking stimulus money to expand broadband services in his district. ‘Congressman Aderholt supported some of the ideas in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, but disagreed with much of it and that's why he voted against it,’ Aderholt spokesman D.J. Jordan said. ‘Since the bill was passed and became law, the congressman wanted to help a local foundation receive some of the broadband money that otherwise would go to another state.’" [Washington Times, 2/9/10]

· Bonner and Aderholt Tried at Least Five Times to Get Stimulus-Funded Transportation Jobs to Alabama. “Alabama Republicans Jo Bonner and Robert Aderholt took to the U.S. House floor in July, denouncing the Obama administration’s stimulus plan for failing to boost employment. ‘Where are the jobs?’ each of them asked. Over the next three months, Bonner and Aderholt tried at least five times to steer stimulus-funded transportation grants to Alabama on grounds that the projects would help create thousands of jobs…Bonner said opposing the stimulus doesn’t mean he shouldn’t help Alabama projects compete for grants. ‘It is my role to ensure that their request is considered by the federal agency,’ he said in an e-mail.” [Bloomberg News, 2/22/10]
Rep. Parker Griffith (AL-5) Requested Stimulus Funds from Transportation for Railway Construction.  “Alabama Republicans Jo Bonner and Robert Aderholt took to the U.S. House floor in July, denouncing the Obama administration’s stimulus plan for failing to boost employment. ‘Where are the jobs?’ each of them asked…Alabama Representative Parker Griffith, who has since switched to the Republican Party, wrote to support railway construction near Muscle Shoals.” [Bloomberg News, 2/22/10]
Rep. Spencer Bachus (AL-6) Asked For $15 Million In Stimulus Money. According to the Wall Street Journal, Bachus "wrote to then-Forest Service Chief Gail Kimbell asking for $15 million [in stimulus funds] for cogongrass eradication and control programs in the state. The state ended up getting a $6.3 million grant.” [WSJ, 2/16/09]

CALIFORNIA

Rep. Dan Lungren (CA -03): “Sensing Vulnerability, Lungren Backpedals On Stimulus Vote.” – Lungren’s change of heart might be related to the fact that the Democratic Congressional Candidate (DCCC) has identified that Lungren as vulnerable to defeat in the 2010 congressional midterm elections. [Elk Grove News – Sensing Vulnerability, Lungren Backpedals on Stimulus Vote, 8/6/09] 

· Rep. Lungren Praised $127.5 Million Program Funded By Federal Stimulus Money. “Representative Dan Lungren praised the announcement that SMUD would receive $127.5 million in federal stimulus money to install smart meters in every home and business in its service area…The funds came from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.” [Elk Grove News, 10/28/09]

Rep. Kevin McCarthy (CA-22) Praised Bakersfield Federal Courthouse Funding Provided By Federal Stimulus Package. “The funding hurdle to building a federal courthouse downtown has apparently been overcome, thanks to the federal stimulus package… ‘I applaud this funding for the Bakersfield Federal courthouse.  Over the years, we have faced many obstacles related to this project, but worked together as a community to ensure that this project remained a high priority and would come to fruition.’” [KERO 23; 4/1/09] 

Rep. Gallegly (CA-24) Announced Stimulus Funding For Community Development Block Grants. "Rep. Elton Gallegly, R-Simi Valley, announced Thursday that Thousand Oaks will get $182,881 in community development block grants through the stimulus package... In addition to the stimulus money, Gallegly's office said money for other local projects has been included in a separate funding bill the House passed Wednesday." [Ventura County Star; 2/27/09]

 

Rep. McKeon (CA-25) Got Helipad And Museum Earmarks From Stimulus, A Bil He Said Was “Not The Example Of Fiscal Restraint That We Need Right Now.” "Rep. Howard P. ‘Buck' McKeon (R-Santa Clarita) called the bill ‘not the example of fiscal restraint that we need right now.' Yet it includes McKeon earmarks such as $333,000 to assist Henry Mayo Newhall Memorial Hospital in designing and building a helipad and $167,000 for the Autry National Center of the American West to help pay for a new Southwest museum facility." [Los Angeles Times; 3/5/09] 

 

Rep. Dreier (CA-26) Praised “Strategic Federal Investments” In Southern California Infrastructure And Innovation, Despite Voting Against Stimulus Bill That Provided Funding.  Representative David Dreier said, “The nation relies on Southern California’s infrastructure and innovation.  Strategic federal investments in these areas will yield tremendous returns from coast to coast.”  However Representative Dreier voted against the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act which will provide $13 billion in tax cuts, nearly $4.5 billion in infrastructure investments, and billions more for job training and education programs in California.  [Southern California on the Hill; 3/10/09] 

Rep. Ken Calvert (CA-44) On Stimulus Bill He Voted Against: “All Of Us In The Inland Empire Will Do What We Can To Direct As Much Money As We Can.” “All of us in the Inland Empire will do what we can to direct as much money as we can." [The Press Enterprise; 2/13/09] 

Rep. Bono Mack (CA-45) Was “Pleased That Our Community Will Benefit” From Funding For Residents Provided By Stimulus. "This funding will provide much-needed assistance to local residents who are at risk of losing their homes or experiencing homelessness...I am pleased that our community will benefit from this funding." [Representative Bono Mack's Press Release; 2/25/09]

COLORADO

Rep. Coffman (CO-6) Announced That “If There’s Somebody In My District Eligible For [Stimulus Project Funds], I’ll Fight To Make Sure They Get Them.” "I see myself in two roles as a congressman. I think the first role as a policymaker in Washington and the second as an advocate for people inside this district and there are elements we'll probably be discussing - the mortgage proposal - there are probably elements that I disagree with that but if there's somebody in my district eligible for that, I'll fight to make sure they get them." [KUSA-TV; Your Show; 2/22/09]

DELAWARE

Rep. Mike Castle (DE-AL) “Voted Against The Stimulus, But Spoke Out Recently In Favor Of New Funding For High-Speed Rail.” “Castle voted against the stimulus, but spoke out recently in favor of new funding for high-speed rail – which has been funded through the Recovery Act.” . [In the crosshairs, Politico, 2/1/10] 

· Rep. Castle Touted Recovery Act Projects For Delaware Even Though He Voted Against It. “In the past two weeks, Castle has blasted multiple press releases publicizing stimulus funds awarded to his state. In his most recent release, he not only calls the money “imperative,” but in “announcing” the funds, he tacitly claims credit for securing them: Washington | January 7, 2010 – Delaware Congressman Mike Castle announced today that $5,230,610 has been awarded to the State to assist families and individuals in need. ... ‘As we face the coldest season of the year, it is imperative we provide those programs serving Delaware’s most disadvantaged families and individuals with the resources necessary to house, feed, and protect those in desperate need,’ said Rep. Castle. ‘These grants, totaling more than $5 million, will help the invaluable organizations and programs which are working to help the homeless, hungry, and those facing economic hardship throughout the State.” Nowhere on the release is the source of they funds or the word “stimulus” mentioned. But the stimulus Castle opposed is the source of the “imperative” funds he now champions: – The Castle release announces $4,735,313 from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Continuum of Care program. According to the HUD website, the Continuum of Care initiative is enabled through $1.5 billion in money authorized by the stimulus. – The Castle release announces $495,297 to Delaware’s Emergency Food and Shelter Program through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). According to Grants.gov, the FEMA Emergency Food and Shelter Program is enabled by $100 million in funding through the stimulus. [ThinkProgress, 1/7/10]

FLORIDA

Florida Congressional Delegation, Including Nine Republicans, Asked For $2.7 Billion In “Critical” Education Funding Through Stimulus Bill: It “Is Vital To Protecting Our Schools From Budget Cuts And Teacher Layoffs…Now More Than Ever, We Must Invest In Our State’s Future.” Florida today reported that, “Florida's congressional delegation is urging the Education Department to grant the state a waiver to let it claim $2.7 billion in education funding from the recently passed economic stimulus package.” In a letter to Secretary Arne Duncan, the delegation wrote: “We strongly urge you to grant the State of Florida a waiver as provided in H.R. 1, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, to allow the State access to critical education funding through the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund… This critical funding is vital to protecting our schools from budget cuts and teacher layoffs. Because Florida has been hit especially hard by a rise in foreclosures, unemployment, and recent natural disasters, we are experiencing a crippling budget crisis. Now more than ever, we must invest in our state’s future.” [Florida Today, 2/19/09]

Rep. Brown-Waite (FL-5): "Nine GOP House members from Florida, all stimulus no's, joined nine of their Democratic colleagues, all yesses, in asking the feds to grant a waiver giving them access to, you guessed it, hundreds of millions in state stabilization stimulus cash." [Politico; 2/19/09]

 

Rep. Stearns (FL-6): "Nine GOP House members from Florida, all stimulus no's, joined nine of their Democratic colleagues, all yesses, in asking the feds to grant a waiver giving them access to, you guessed it, hundreds of millions in state stabilization stimulus cash." [Politico; 2/19/09]

 

Rep. John Mica (FL-07) Praised High-Speed Rail As “Part Of America’s Future,” Rep. Mica said in a press release: "I applaud President Obama's recognition that high-speed rail should be part of America's future." Mica was also one of “Nine GOP House members from Florida, all stimulus no’s, joined nine of their Democratic colleagues, all yesses, in asking the feds to grant a waiver giving them access to, you guessed it, hundreds of millions in state stabilization stimulus cash.” [Congressman John Mica Press Release, 2/13/09; Politico; 2/19/09] 

Rep. Bill Young (FL-10) Listed “Dozens Of Links To Help Floridians ‘Take Advantage Of Federal Stimulus Money.’” Rep. Bill Young of Florida’s congressional Web site contains a page with dozens of links to help Floridians "take advantage of federal stimulus money." [GOP opposes plan then seeks money, AP, 8/27/09] 

Rep. Putnam (FL-12): "Nine GOP House members from Florida, all stimulus no's, joined nine of their Democratic colleagues, all yesses, in asking the feds to grant a waiver giving them access to, you guessed it, hundreds of millions in state stabilization stimulus cash." [Politico; 2/19/09]

 

Rep. Posey (FL-15): "Nine GOP House members from Florida, all stimulus no's, joined nine of their Democratic colleagues, all yesses, in asking the feds to grant a waiver giving them access to, you guessed it, hundreds of millions in state stabilization stimulus cash." [Politico; 2/19/09]

 

Rep. Rooney (FL-16) “I Think It Would Be Irresponsible Of Me Not To Fight For What I Think Is Important In That Money.” Politico noted that Rep. Rooney was part of the "[n]ine GOP House members from Florida, all stimulus no's, joined nine of their Democratic colleagues, all yesses, in asking the feds to grant a waiver giving them access to, you guessed it, hundreds of millions in state stabilization stimulus cash." In an interview, Rep. Rooney said,  "'[t]he money's coming, Rooney said. ‘So I can sit on the sidelines or I can advocate for my constituents. I think it would be irresponsible of me not to fight for what I think is important in that money.'" [Politico, 2/19/09; Palm Beach Post; 2/22/09]

 

Rep. Ros-Lehtinen (FL-18): "Nine GOP House members from Florida, all stimulus no's, joined nine of their Democratic colleagues, all yesses, in asking the feds to grant a waiver giving them access to, you guessed it, hundreds of millions in state stabilization stimulus cash." [Politico; 2/19/09]

 

Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart (FL-21) Voted Against Bill That Provided $6 Million For University Of Miami Research, $600,000 For Police Department Equipment. "Nine GOP House members from Florida, all stimulus no's, joined nine of their Democratic colleagues, all yesses, in asking the feds to grant a waiver giving them access to, you guessed it, hundreds of millions in state stabilization stimulus cash." The Miami Herald reported that, “Miami Republican Reps. Lincoln Diaz-Balart and Mario Diaz-Balart also voted against the bill but secured funding – from $600,000 for Hialeah’s police department to upgrade equipment to $6 million for the University of Miami’s William Lehman Injury Research Center.” [Politico, 2/19/09; Miami Herald; 3/3/09]

 

Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (FL-25) Voted Against Bill That Provided $6 Million For University Of Miami Research, $600,000 For Police Department Equipment. Politico noted that Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart was part of the group of "[n]ine GOP House members from Florida, all stimulus no's, joined nine of their Democratic colleagues, all yesses, in asking the feds to grant a waiver giving them access to, you guessed it, hundreds of millions in state stabilization stimulus cash." The Miami Herald reported that, “Miami Republican Reps. Lincoln Diaz-Balart and Mario Diaz-Balart also voted against the bill but secured funding – from $600,000 for Hialeah’s police department to upgrade equipment to $6 million for the University of Miami’s William Lehman Injury Research Center.” [Politico, 2/19/09; Miami Herald; 3/3/09]

 

GEORGIA

Sens. Chambliss And Isakson Opposed The Stimulus But Asked Defense Secretary Gates To Steer $50 Million In Recovery Act Money For A Bio-Energy Project. "Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) and Sen. Johnny Isakson (R-GA) opposed the stimulus and attacked it as a bloated government giveaway. However, both senators recently asked Gates to steer $50 million in stimulus money for a bio-energy project. Visiting a food bank aided by money from the stimulus, Chambliss exclaimed last week, 'I’m very pleased that the government continues to play a key role, here, from the standpoint of providing food.'" [11Alive.com, 8/11/09]

Rep. Jack Kingston (GA-1) Announced Federal Funding Without Mentioning It Came From Stimulus. “Georgia Rep. Jack Kingston’s office has been sending out news releases announcing federal funding for his constituents without mentioning the money comes from the stimulus program.” [GOP won’t turn down stimulus spending, Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 10/18/09] 
Rep. Linder (GA-7), After Opposing Stimulus, Wrote To USDA Asking For Funding, Saying “The Employment Opportunities Created By This Program Would Be Quickly Utilized.” “Ranked among the most conservative members of the House by the American Conservative Union (ACU), Rep. John Linder, Georgia Republican, posted a blog item on his Web site on Oct. 21, stating that recent unemployment figures ‘only reinforce the fact that the $787 billion 'stimulus' signed into law eight months ago has done nothing for job growth in this country.’ Two weeks earlier, Mr. Linder had sent a letter to Mr. Vilsack backing an application for stimulus money by the Elauwit Community Foundation, records show. With unemployment in Georgia topping 10 percent, ‘the employment opportunities created by this program would be quickly utilized,’ Mr. Linder wrote. Mr. Linder said the letter doesn't change his staunch opposition to the stimulus. ‘I have opposed every stimulus plan that has come before Congress because it is simply bad policy, but if they pass, the communities in my district which are paying for them deserve to be equally considered in their benefits,’ Mr. Linder said.” [Washington Times, 2/9/10]

Rep. Gingrey (GA-11) “Blasted The Federal Stimulus Program,” Later Presented Oversized Check In Stimulus Funds, Appearing In Local Paper With Check Signed By “Uncle Sam.” “Rep. Phil Gingrey blasted the federal stimulus program before voting against it in February, predicting its chances of success were ‘slim and none’ and that it would worsen the national debt. But that didn’t stop the Republican from presenting an oversized check for $625,000 in federal stimulus funds to Cedartown officials this month for new downtown sidewalks, landscaping and other streetscape improvements. A photo of him holding the check with Cedartown officials appeared on the front page of The Cedartown Standard newspaper Oct. 8. The check was signed ‘Uncle Sam.’” [Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 10/18/09]
IDAHO

Sen. Mike Crapo Bragged About Job Creation, Environmental Clean Up Benefits Of Recovery Package. According to KIDK News, Senator Crapo gushed: “Approximately $400 million plus, maybe as much as $465 million will come to INL right here in Idaho for hundreds of new jobs and a significantly expedited clean up activity.” [KIDK News, 2/17/09]

ILLINOIS

Rep. Peter Roskam (IL-6) Signed A Letter Requesting Stimulus Funds For Illinois Community Colleges. According to a release from the Illinois Community College Trustees Association, every member of the Illinois congressional delegation signed a letter urging Gov. Pat Quinn to provide “Recovery Act (ARRA) funding to expand the Illinois Community College Sustainability Network.” [ICCSN, 4/14/09]

Rep. Mark Kirk (IL-10) Signed A Letter Requesting Stimulus Funds For Illinois Community Colleges. According to a release from the Illinois Community College Trustees Association, every member of the Illinois congressional delegation signed a letter urging Gov. Pat Quinn to provide “Recovery Act (ARRA) funding to expand the Illinois Community College Sustainability Network.” [ICCSN, 4/14/09]

Rep. Judy Biggert (IL-13) Applauded $11 Million In Stimulus Funds To Naperville, But She “Has Not Changed Her Mind On Stimulus Spending…She Just Likes The Project Being Funded.” U.S. Rep. Judy Biggert, a Hinsdale Republican, voted against President Barack Obama's $787 billion stimulus plan, but is applauding spending $10.9 million of it in Naperville to upgrade the city's public utility. Biggert, however, has not changed her mind on stimulus spending, said spokesman Zachary Cikanek. She just likes the project being funded, he said.” [Stimulus Foe Biggert Supports Naperville's Use of Funds, Daily Herald 10/28/09]

Rep. Tim Johnson (IL-15) Signed A Letter Requesting Stimulus Funds For Illinois Community Colleges. According to a release from the Illinois Community College Trustees Association, every member of the Illinois congressional delegation signed a letter urging Gov. Pat Quinn to provide “Recovery Act (ARRA) funding to expand the Illinois Community College Sustainability Network.” [ICCSN, 4/14/09]

Rep. Manzullo (IL-16) Announced $714,000 In Stimulus Funding. “Don Manzullo announced today he has secured $714,000 in federal funding to help improve health care services and higher education opportunities for residents at three institutions in Rockford.” [News Release; 3/2/09] 

· Manzullo Signed A Letter Requesting Stimulus Funds For Illinois Community Colleges. According to a release from the Illinois Community College Trustees Association, every member of the Illinois congressional delegation signed a letter urging Gov. Pat Quinn to provide “Recovery Act (ARRA) funding to expand the Illinois Community College Sustainability Network.” [ICCSN, 4/14/09]

Rep. Aaron Schock (IL-18) Signed A Letter Requesting Stimulus Funds For Illinois Community Colleges. According to a release from the Illinois Community College Trustees Association, every member of the Illinois congressional delegation signed a letter urging Gov. Pat Quinn to provide “Recovery Act (ARRA) funding to expand the Illinois Community College Sustainability Network.” [ICCSN, 4/14/09]

· Representative Aaron Schock (IL-18) – “The biodiesel plant is ready to go.  I want to call for a meeting with the state to guarantee $20 million in loans for the building of the plant.  This could produce real jobs and a real stimulus in the next 30 days.” [Peoria Journal Star; 2/17/09] 

· “Last week, U.S. Rep. Aaron Schock was in East Peoria to award the city's Police Department a $410,000 federal grant to update its aging in-car video camera systems and portable radios… that money was included in the FY 2009 Omnibus Spending Bill that Schock, a Peoria Republican, voted against. [Peoria Journal Star; 6/29/09] 

· “Republican U.S. Reps. Aaron Schock and John Shimkus were at Lincoln Land Community College to tout a $350,000 grant for a green technologies education program. Both voted against the budget bill that funded the project after pushing for its inclusion as an earmark.” [Shimkus, Schock defend ‘no’ votes on earmarks, State Jounral-Register, 2/12/10] 

Rep. John Shimkus (IL-19) Signed A Letter Requesting Stimulus Funds For Illinois Community Colleges. According to a release from the Illinois Community College Trustees Association, every member of the Illinois congressional delegation signed a letter urging Gov. Pat Quinn to provide “Recovery Act (ARRA) funding to expand the Illinois Community College Sustainability Network.” [ICCSN, 4/14/09]

· Representative John Shimkus (IL-19) “Republican U.S. Reps. Aaron Schock and John Shimkus were at Lincoln Land Community College to tout a $350,000 grant for a green technologies education program. Both voted against the budget bill that funded the project after pushing for its inclusion as an earmark.” [Shimkus, Schock defend ‘no’ votes on earmarks, State Jounral-Register, 2/12/10]

INDIANA
Rep. Steve Buyer Asked for $80 Million in Stimulus Funds from Transportation Secretary. “Indiana Republican Steve Buyer, who last year called the stimulus bill a ‘sham,’ wrote LaHood -- a former Republican congressman from Illinois -- to seek $80 million for a highway construction project that ‘is vital to the economic health of North Central Indiana.’ At the end of the letter Buyer wrote: ‘Ray, appreciate your personal attention. Steve.’” [Bloomberg News, 2/22/10]
IOWA

Sen. Grassley Sent Two Letters to USDA Asking for Stimulus Funding. “Sen. Charles E. Grassley of Iowa, the ranking Republican on the Senate Finance Committee, was yet another lawmaker who voted against the stimulus and later backed applications for stimulus money in two letters to the Agriculture Department. ‘If the funds are there, Senator Grassleys going to help Iowa, rather than some other state, get its share,’ spokeswoman Jill Kozeny said.” [Washington Times, 2/9/10]

Rep. Steve King (IA-5) Had No Problem Announcing Federal Highway Funds For Iowa, Coming From Stimulus.” “Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, announced today that $570,000 for the U.S. Highway 20 widening project has been included in the federal stimulus bill signed by President Barack Obama earlier in the week.” [Sioux City Journal; 3/13/09] 

KANSAS

Sen. Sam Brownback Tried To Take Credit For A $1.78 Stimulus Grant He Voted Against. According to the Wichita Eagle, “Democratic leaders in the state Legislature are accusing U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback of hypocrisy over federal economic-stimulus spending for a Hutchinson rail spur, claiming he is trying to take credit for something he opposed. At issue is a news release issued by Brownback’s office last week titled ‘Brownback applauds infrastructure development in Hutchinson, Kansas,’ celebrating a $1.78 million federal grant to help build a rail spur to serve the Salt City Business Park. [...] The funding for the rail spur was part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the $787 billion economic stimulus bill passed in February and backed mainly by President Obama and congressional Democrats.” [Wichita Eagle, 10/1/09]

KENTUCKY

Sen. McConnell Bragged About A Military Project Funded By The Stimulus. Minority Leader Mitch McConnell and Rep. Ben Chandler (D-KY) toured a construction site at the Blue Grass Army Depot in Madison County, Kentucky. The facility, which is used to contain and destroy chemical weapons compiled during the Cold War, is in desperate need of repair and has leaked Sarin gas as recently as last year. McConnell quickly took credit for the new construction, noting that he and Chandler had inserted an additional $5 million into the 2010 budget. McConnell bragged: “This is going to be a source of significant employment. At the peak, we could have up to 600 people working on this, and we believe the substantial majority of those workers will be Kentuckians.” [WKYT, 8/25/09; ARRA Projects in Kentucky, 8/31/09]

Rep. Whitfield (KY-1) Bragged About Being “A Tireless Champion For Community Health Centers…Worked To Secure Federal Dollars On Numerous Occasions.” Representative Ed Whitfield said that he is, “[w]orking to provide access to quality, affordable healthcare for all Kentuckians, Congressman Whitfield helped establish the Community Health Center of Western Kentucky in Muhlenberg County. Whitfield has been a tireless champion for community health centers both in Kentucky and throughout the country, focusing on ways to maximize the effectiveness of federal grant dollars used for community health services as well as ways to better incorporate health centers into America’s medical network. Whitfield has also worked to secure federal dollars on numerous occasions to fund the three community health centers located in the First District.” [Whitfield Website; 3/26/09] 

Rep. Guthrie (KY-02) Urged Defense Secretary Gates To Consider Using Recovery Act Money To Renovate A Military Hospital In His District. "Just a few days after criticizing the ‘staggering’ cost of the stimulus, Rep Brett Guthrie, a Republican from Kentucky, urged Gates to consider using stimulus money to renovate a military hospital at Fort Knox, a sprawling Army base located in his congressional district." [AP, 8/28/09]

Rep. Geoff Davis (KY-04) Was “Pleased To Announce That The Carroll County School District Has Been Awarded $1,044,140 In Funding Through The American Recovery And Reinvestment Act Of 2009.” In a press release: “Congressman Geoff Davis is pleased to announce that the Carroll County School District has been awarded $1,044,140 in funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) Early Head Start Expansion Program…In these difficult economic times, it is critical to ensure that vulnerable populations in Kentucky have access to important support services like those provided by the Early Head Start program.  This important grant will allow Carroll County School District to expand their ability to provide needed assistance to local low-income families and children.  I am very proud of the work that the Carroll County School District is doing to strengthen their community, and I am pleased that our office was able to assist them in obtaining these funds.” [Press Release, 12/16/09]
LOUISIANA

Gov. Jindal Handed Out “Jumbo-Sized Checks” To Local Officials Largely From The Stimulus Money He “Denounced As Useless And Irresponsible.” “Weekdays, Jindal will descend from the sky in some remote part of the state to sign jumbo-sized checks and hand them out to local officials so that they can fulfill their infrastructure dreams. The money comes largely from President Barack Obama's stimulus package, which Jindal has denounced as useless and irresponsible, but he does not dwell on that before climbing back aboard.” [James Gill, Times Picayune, 9/3/09]

· Gov. Jindal Opposed The Recovery Act But Is “Passing Out Stimulus Money To Municipalities In Photo-Ops Featuring Humongous Cardboard Checks.” “Gov. Bobby Jindal apparently needs to get his story straight. He opposed the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act — the Obama administration’s ‘stimulus plan’ — from the get-go, assuming the posture of fiscal responsibility with several other GOP governors this spring, and he’s been touring the state of late telling communities small and large that we don’t do things in Louisiana like they do in Washington. All while the governor has been passing out stimulus money to municipalities in photo ops featuring humongous cardboard checks.” [The Independent Weekly, 7/23/09]

· Jindal Criticized The Stimulus Calling It A "Stimulus That Has Not Stimulated." Jindal wrote, "In the meantime, I've been catching up on the news in Washington. I wish I had not.  Let's review: the Troubled Asset Relief Program, bailouts for American International Group and others, CEOs of bankrupt businesses that receive billions of tax dollars running off with millions in bonuses, a $ 3.5 trillion budget, a nearly trillion-dollar stimulus that has not stimulated, unemployment continuing to climb, government in the banking business, and of course, the U.S. government now making cars. We have record deficits, which are unprecedented in recorded world history. We have debt that is even causing our creditors in the Middle East and China to be worried. Oops, I almost forgot the new national energy tax that just passed the House. If it isn't bad enough that you may have lost your job and been fighting off foreclosure, the government now wants to make sure you, and every other American, pay more in energy costs so former Vice President Al Gore can be happy. This here is a fine pot of gumbo." [Politico, 7/20/09]

Rep. Scalise (LA-1) Took Credit For Police Officer Hiring Funded By The Stimulus. According to a Scalise press release, the congressman took credit for JAG grants to cities in Southeast Louisiana, like Gretna. In the Scalise release, he claimed he was “fighting” for those funds. But according to a press release from the city of Gretna, the same funds Scalise touted were funded by the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act. [Scalise press release, 7/28/09; Gretna press release, accessed 2/15/10]

Rep. Cao (LA-2) Worked To Channel Federal Recovery Funds For New Orleans After Opposing Bill. “‘Whenever I meet with the mayor it goes extremely well,’ Cao said. ‘Our focus has always been and is today about the recovery issues of the 2nd District. We are trying to look at federal monies that the state has and channeling more of that money to the district.’” Think Progress noted, “[e]arlier this year, Cao indicated that he would vote for the Economic Recovery Act. “I will vote for it because the 2nd Congressional District needs a stimulus package,” Cao told local reporters at the time. Of course, Cao ultimately joined every single other House Republican in opposing the Recovery Act.” [Times Picayune, 7/23/09; Think Progress, 8/3/09] 

MICHIGAN

Rep. Hoekstra (MI-2) Praised First-Time Homeowner Tax Credit Contained In Recovery Act. Rep. Pete Hoekstra: "If you know of someone thinking of buying first home, now may be the time. Stimulus incentive is very generous! Up to 8k! Check it out." [Representative Pete Hoekstra's Twitter page; 2/18/09]

Rep. Vern Ehlers (MI-3) Signed A Letter Hailing Stimulus Funds As An ‘Important First Steps For Individuals And Their Families.’ The letter, signed by other members of the Michigan congressional delegation, was sent to the Director of Recovery Auto Workers and Communities. [Letter from Michigan Delegation to Ed Montgomery, 5/6/09]

Rep. Dave Camp (MI-4) Signed A Letter Hailing Stimulus Funds As An ‘Important First Steps For Individuals And Their Families.’ The letter, signed by other members of the Michigan congressional delegation, was sent to the Director of Recovery Auto Workers and Communities. [Letter from Michigan Delegation to Ed Montgomery, 5/6/09]

Rep. Fred Upton (MI-6) Signed A Letter Hailing Stimulus Funds As An ‘Important First Steps For Individuals And Their Families.’ The letter, signed by other members of the Michigan congressional delegation, was sent to the Director of Recovery Auto Workers and Communities. [Letter from Michigan Delegation to Ed Montgomery, 5/6/09]

Rep. Mike Rogers (MI-8) Signed A Letter Hailing Stimulus Funds As An ‘Important First Steps For Individuals And Their Families.’ The letter, signed by other members of the Michigan congressional delegation, was sent to the Director of Recovery Auto Workers and Communities. [Letter from Michigan Delegation to Ed Montgomery, 5/6/09]

Rep. Candice Miller (MI-10) Signed A Letter Hailing Stimulus Funds As An ‘Important First Steps For Individuals And Their Families.’ The letter, signed by other members of the Michigan congressional delegation, was sent to the Director of Recovery Auto Workers and Communities. [Letter from Michigan Delegation to Ed Montgomery, 5/6/09]

· Candice Miller Took Credit for Stimulus Funding for a New Bridge. In a news release, Rep. Candice Miller’s office wrote, “U.S. Congresswoman Candice Miller (MI-10) today commended U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood for announcing the awarding of $30 Million to Michigan Department of Transportation to construct a new Black River Bridge, replacing the current structure which was built in 1963. The Black River Bridge is an important artery bridge crossing the Black River and linking traffic lanes to and from the Blue Water Bridge, which connects Port Huron, Michigan to Sarnia, Ontario…‘Since the initial discussion of a stimulus bill over a year ago, I’ve been encouraging Secretary LaHood to support this much needed project. It is precisely the type of project that the stimulus bill should target for funding and providing support to areas around the nation, like ours who hold the highest unemployment in the nation and need the assistance more than ever,’ said Miller.” [Miller release, 2/17/10]

Rep. Thad McCotter (MI-11) Signed A Letter Hailing Stimulus Funds As An ‘Important First Steps For Individuals And Their Families.’ The letter, signed by other members of the Michigan congressional delegation, was sent to the Director of Recovery Auto Workers and Communities. [Letter from Michigan Delegation to Ed Montgomery, 5/6/09]

MINNESOTA

Gov. Pawlenty Called Economic Recovery Package “Misdirected” And “Largely Wasted.” Appearing on Bloomberg’s Political Capital in August 2009, Pawlenty said, “Well, I think the [recovery] package, if you look at my rhetoric or Republican rhetoric, but even the General Accounting Office said $800 billion, only $160 billion of it was stimulative and the rest of it was largely wasted, but government maintenance money and not stimulative. And so it was misdirected. I think we could have had a bigger bang for the buck targeting on things like reducing the payroll tax, and putting money right into the pockets of individuals or truly focusing on bread-and-butter infrastructure projects. That's not what this package did.” [Political Capital, Bloomberg Television, 8/28/09]

 

· Gov. Pawlenty Said That Stimulus Funds To Help The Unemployed Would Be “A Big Help To The State.” Gov. Tim Pawlenty held a news conference call in which he touted the $130 million that Minnesota was scheduled to receive in federal stimulus funding to assist the stats in making unemployment payments to laid-off workers. Pawlenty “said the new money will be a big help to the state,” and that, “new stimulus funds will help unemployed Minnesotans survive the economic downturn,” according to a report by Minnesota Public Radio. Pawlenty said, “Minnesota continues to experience concerns about unemployment these additional funds will help bring relief to Minnesotans who are unemployed, have entered the unemployment ranks we want to do all that we can to help them and this money will be a great step in that direction.” [Minnesota Public Radio, 5/6/09]

 
Rep. Bachmann (MN-6) Supported Stimulus Funding for St. Croix Bridge. “On the other side of the east metro, and the other side of the political aisle, Republican U.S. Rep. Michele Bachmann issued a statement noting the [image: image1.png]


one-year anniversary of the signing of the stimulus package. It was headlined: ‘Was the 'Stimulus' Really Worth a Trillion Dollars?’ In a separate statement, Bachmann said she supports the $668.5 million St. Croix bridge project and was ‘disappointed’ it wasn't funded.” [Union Depot wins stimulus cash, but St. Croix River bridge doesn’t make cut, Pioneer Press, 2/17/10] 

MISSISSIPPI

Barbour Praised a Mississippi Program that Used Stimulus Funds to Pay to Put People to Work in Private Sector Jobs – Called it “Welfare to Work” and Said It Was the Best Way to Improve the Economy. “That finally changed when the two were hired by a paper-napkin factory here last month, placing them in the vanguard of a new approach that Mississippi and a growing number of states are taking to get people working again. Their salaries will initially be paid by the State of Mississippi, which is tapping into a relatively small pot of welfare money in last year’s stimulus package that can be used to subsidize jobs directly…  If the idea of subsidized jobs is seen as liberal in some circles, it seems to have bipartisan appeal at the state level. Gov. Haley Barbour of Mississippi, one of the nation’s most prominent Republicans, said he saw the state’s program as being in the spirit of the welfare overhaul. ‘It’s welfare to work,’ he said. The state can spend up to $43 million on the program, which officials estimate could create as many as 3,500 jobs — the equivalent of several factory openings, but only a small dent in the problem for a state that had 133,000 unemployed residents in December. Only a few dozen workers have been hired since the program began last month after receiving federal approval. Mississippi’s decision to pay for jobs in the private sector means that the public is paying to create jobs that will provide little public benefit. But Mr. Barbour said he believed it to be the best way to improve the economy. ‘The real economy that generates jobs generates private-sector jobs, from whence come taxes and quality of life for people,’ he said in an interview in his office in Jackson.” [NY Times, 2/16/10]

MISSOURI

Sen. Bond Asked For $50 Million In Stimulus Money, Saying One Project Would ‘Create Jobs And Ultimately Spur Economic Opportunities.’ “Sen. Christopher S. Bond regularly railed against President Obama's economic stimulus plan as irresponsible spending that would drive up the national debt. But behind the scenes, the Missouri Republican quietly sought more than $50 million from a federal agency for two projects in his state…In a letter to Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, Mr. Bond noted that one project applying to the USDA for stimulus money would ‘create jobs and ultimately spur economic opportunities.’ He and other lawmakers make no apologies for privately seeking stimulus money after they voted against it and continue to criticize the plan: ‘I strongly opposed the stimulus, but the only thing that could make it worse would be if none of it returned to the taxpayers of Missouri,’ said Mr. Bond, who is retiring.” [Washington Times, 2/9/10]

· Senator Kit Bond (R-MO) Touted Job Creation, Housing Benefits Of Recovery Package. In a press release, Senator Bond announced, “This is the type of emergency stimulus spending we should be supporting – programs that will create jobs now and help families.” The release also noted, “In Missouri, about 703 affordable housing units approved by the Missouri Housing Development Commission were stalled by the equity gap. For 2009, the state officials anticipate another 2,000 units being stalled. Bond’s amendment will save more than 700 housing units and create 3,000 new jobs in Missouri.” According to KOLR-CBS, Senator Bond toured Missouri to push “his plan to create 3,000 jobs in the state and build more than 700 affordable housing units.” [Senator Bond press release, 2/17/09; KOLR-CBS Springfield, 2/17/09]

Rep. Luetkemeyer (MO-9) Praised Stimulus Funding: “The 328 Residents Of Frankford Will Benefit From This Grant And I Appreciate The USDA’s Willingness To Help This Community.” The People’s Tribune reported: “The certificate was presented in recognition of the City of Frankford and their effort to stimulate the economy by utilizing $643,900 from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The USDA Rural Development water and waste water funds include a $330,000 loan and $313,900 grant. These funds will finance the rehabilitation of a four cell aerated lagoon to an in-basin activated sludge plant. The project will benefit the 328 residents living in the city with an improved sewer system… ‘It is critical that we protect rural Missourians from potential environmental dangers and that is why this kind of funding is so important. Clearly, the 328 residents of Frankford will benefit from this grant and I appreciate the USDA’s willingness to help this community,’ said U.S. Representative Blaine Luetkemeyer.” [The People’s Tribune, 12/22/09]

· Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer (R-MO) Hailed Education Benefits Of Recovery Package As “What The Economy Needs.” According to KTVO-TV, “Luetkemeyer said the project is considered ‘shovel ready’ and that’s what the economy needs. President Darrell Krueger and Luetkemeyer discussed the educational benefits of the economic recovery package.” [KTVO-TV, 2/17/09]

MONTANA
Rep. Rehberg (MT-AL) Repeatedly Taking Credit For Stimulus Funds He Opposed. “In what is likely to be a recurring theme in Democrats’ attacks on Montana Congressman Denny Rehberg as he fights for reelection next year, his opponents say the five-term Republican consistently and hypocritically takes credit in his home state for benefits and projects funded by legislation he voted against in the House. Rehberg counters, however, that even when he opposes spending legislation that passes, he has inserted earmarks for Montana needs onto those bills through his seat on the Appropriations Committee…The issue comes into sharpest focus with the Oct. 15 House vote on the Homeland Security Appropriations bill, which passed 307-114. Rehberg voted against the bill, but later that day issued a press release titled, ‘Rehberg Secures Funds for Montana Projects in Homeland Security Bill.’ Montana projects receiving funding through the bill include $800,000 for an emergency operations center in Butte-Silver Bow County, security funding for seven airports across the state to hire private screeners, and $900,000 for the emergency operations center in Whitefish. Two of Rehberg’s Democratic challengers quickly pounced. Dennis McDonald, a Melville rancher and former chair of the state Democratic Party, said, “This behavior lands Rehberg in the Montana Hypocrisy Hall of Fame.” Missoula attorney Tyler Gernant also issued a statement saying, ‘Rehberg’s habit of taking credit for projects that he voted against is just plain dishonest.” David Benson, the new executive director of the Montana Democratic Party, sent out an e-mail citing Rehberg’s Homeland Security vote and asking for contributions because ‘the hypocrisy needs to stop.’ These Democrats also charge that it’s hypocritical for Rehberg to take credit for projects funded by earmarks inserted in an omnibus appropriations bill which passed in February and which he also voted against. That bill included funding for Missoula’s Poverello Center for the homeless, and $17.5 million for three massive water projects.” [Flathead Beacon, (Kalispell, Montana), 11/2/09]

 

NEBRASKA

Sen. Johanns Asked USDA For Funding For A Project That He Said “Would Create 38 New Jobs And Bring Broadband To Eight Hospitals, Five Colleges, 16 Libraries And 161 K-12 Schools.” “Before his vote against the stimulus, Sen. Mike Johanns, who took office last year from Nebraska, predicted that ‘the money would simply never reach the economy.’ A secretary of agriculture under President George W. Bush, Mr. Johanns later told the Grand Island, Neb., Independent newspaper that ‘it would be hard for me to imagine that we are going to be creating many jobs here.’ Yet he saw the prospect of at least a few dozen jobs in a letter he later sent to Mr. Vilsack for a home-state project, records show. ‘The proposed project would create 38 new jobs and bring broadband to eight hospitals, five colleges, 16 libraries and 161 K-12 schools,’ Mr. Johanns wrote. E-mails and calls to Mr. Johanns' office were not returned.” [Washington Times, 2/9/10]

NEW JERSEY

Rep. Lance (NJ-7) Praised Green Brook Flood Control Project Funded By The Recovery Act: “This Is A Classic Example Of A ‘Shovel-Ready’ Project.” Rep. Leonard Lance: "Officials are hoping more federal money will soon be flowing to the Green Brook Flood Control Project. Under the terms of the stimulus plan signed into law Tuesday by President Barack Obama, infrastructure projects that are ‘shovel-ready’ could be the first to be funded with economic recovery money. That's the hope of Rep. Leonard Lance, R-Clinton Township...' This is a classic example of a ‘shovel-ready' project,' Lance said after the tour." [mycentraljersey.com; 2/17/09]

NEW YORK

Rep. Chris Lee (NY-26): “Now That The Bill Is Passed, I Obviously Want To Ensure I Do Fight For Projects In Western New York.” "Rep. Chris Lee was opposed to a &787 billion stimulus package signed by President Barack Obama on Tuesday but said he would now fight for funds included in the bill for his district... ‘Now that the bill is passed, I obviously want to ensure I do fight for projects in western New York,' Lee said." [Democrat and Chronicle; 2/18/09]

NORTH CAROLINA

Sen. Burr Applauded $2 Million Fire Station Grant From Stimulus Bill He Opposed. “North Carolina Sen. Richard Burr is applauding some of the money coming from a federal stimulus program that he opposed. The Hickory Daily Record reported that the Republican lawmaker said last week that a $2 million grant going to a new fire station in Bethlehem was ‘a great thing for this county.’ The money came from a federal stimulus program touted by Democrats and President Barack Obama. Burr vehemently opposed the $787 billion economic stimulus legislation when it was passed in February. He said it was hastily written and threatened to leave a massive debt for future generations. His office said Tuesday that the lawmaker was simply recognizing Bethlehem officials for securing the highly competitive grant.” [AP, 10/20/09]

Rep. Sue Myrick (NC-9) Requested Stimulus Funds for Energy Efficiency Projects. “Republican Reps. Sue Myrick of North Carolina and Jean Schmidt of Ohio sent letters in October asking for consideration of funding requests from local organizations training workers for energy-efficiency projects. In November, Ms. Schmidt said in a statement, ‘It is time to recall the stimulus funds that have not been spent before the Chinese start charging us interest.’ Aides to the congresswomen said they had always supported local organizations in their requests for federal funding.” [Wall Street Journal, 2/16/10]

Rep. Coble’s Office Said He Had Hoped for Even More Funding for a Stimulus-Funded Bridge Project. “Ed McDonald, press secretary for N.C. Rep. Howard Coble, said Coble had pushed for funding for the project. ‘We were disappointed that a Democratic governor couldn't get more than $10 million from a Democratic administration, with the backing of the entire North Carolina delegation,’ McDonald said. Coble is a Republican.” [Salisbury Post, 2/18/10]

OHIO

Schmidt Requested Stimulus Funds for Energy Efficiency Projects. “Republican Reps. Sue Myrick of North Carolina and Jean Schmidt of Ohio sent letters in October asking for consideration of funding requests from local organizations training workers for energy-efficiency projects. In November, Ms. Schmidt said in a statement, ‘It is time to recall the stimulus funds that have not been spent before the Chinese start charging us interest.’ Aides to the congresswomen said they had always supported local organizations in their requests for federal funding.” [Wall Street Journal, 2/16/10]

Rep. Tiberi (OH-12) Encouraged Funding From USDA, Saying “The Project Could Support Businesses And Jobs In Communities Across The Country.” Rep. Pat Tiberi, Ohio Republican, in October called the final Democratic stimulus bill ‘loaded with [House Speaker] Nancy Pelosi's grab bag of big spending wishes’ and that it ‘saddles future generations with mountains of debt.’ He struck a different tone in a letter to Mr. Vilsack. ‘While this project is intended to expand rural broadband in Alaska, I understand that the project could support businesses and jobs in communities across the country,’ Mr. Tiberi wrote, citing one such company in his district. A spokeswoman for Mr. Tiberi said he is just fighting for jobs in his district. ‘Congressman Tiberi didn't support the stimulus bill, but when it comes down to parts of the bill that are actually going to support jobs, he's going to come down on the side of supporting businesses and Ohio jobs,’ Tiberi spokeswoman Breann Gonzalez said.” [Washington Times, 2/9/10]
· Rep. Tiberi: “I Am Sorely Disappointed That The Cherry Valley Road Interchange Will Not Receive Stimulus Funding.” “I am sorely disappointed that the Cherry Valley Road Interchange will not receive stimulus funding.” [News Release; 3/26/09] 

Rep. LaTourette (OH-14) “Is Pleased That Some Departments Will Benefit From This New COPS Program.” According to a press release from Representative LaTourette's office, LaTourette said, "I know our local departments are facing rough financial times, and there have been some department layoffs and hiring freezes across the state." It then continues to say that he "is pleased that some departments will benefit from this new COPS program." [Representative LaTourette's Press Release; 2/27/09]

 

OKLAHOMA

Sen. Inhofe Bragged About Recovery Act Funding For A Region Railroad Facility In His State Even Though He Slammed The Recovery Act. Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK) told CNS News last month, “I don’t think it [failed] – I know it. I said at the time, there’s no stimulus in the stimulus bill.” He also called the Recovery Act simply “welfare.” However, a recent press release from Inhofe hails $1.9 million in funding for a Claremore regional railroad-based trans-modal facility, noting the investment will “help spur additional economic growth” and that the senator is “happy” about the way the money is being used. Inhofe, of course, makes no mention that the money is authorized by the Recovery Act. [CNS News, 7/10/09; Inhofe release, 8/5/09]

Rep. Lucas (OK-3) Pledged To Work To Take As Much Stimulus Money As Possible. "We all need to work very aggressively to make sure that every community that qualifies should be a recipient of whatever we can find in that bill." [Edmond Sun; 2/18/09]

Rep. Fallin (OK-5) Asked Army Secretary Pete Geren To Use Recovery Act Money To Repair Two Buildings In Her District. Oklahoma Republican Mary Fallin joined her Democratic colleague, Rep Dan Boren, in asking Army Secretary Pete Geren to use $8.4 million in stimulus money for repairs to buildings at two Oklahoma National Guard sites." [AP, 8/28/09]

Rep. Tom Cole (OK-4) Asked for Stimulus Funding for Industrial Park, Saying it Could Create 30,000 Jobs. “Oklahoma Representative Tom Cole opposed the stimulus a year ago, calling it a ‘recipe for disaster’ instead of a road to recovery. In September, Cole sought funding for a grant to help develop an international trade center on a 2,700-acre industrial park, a project he called ‘a catalyst for the potential creation’ of almost 30,000 jobs. ‘It is with pleasure that I write this letter in support of the Ardmore Development Authority,’ Cole wrote. Cole didn’t comment on the request after a series of e-mails to his office.” [Bloomberg News, 2/22/10]
 
OREGON
Rep. Walden (OR-2) Said He Would Help People Get Back To Work With Recovery Funds. Rep. Greg Walden: "I figure my job is to try and do whatever I can to clear the hurdles and get the projects going and the people back to work using these funds." [Mail Tribune; 2/19/09]

PENNSYLVANIA

Rep. Glenn Thompson (PA-05) Said He Hoped Residents Would Benefit From Spending And Tax Cuts Contained In Stimulus Bill. “Congressman Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson, R-Howard, who represents the 5th District at a national level, said he hoped the residents within the county would benefit from the plan's massive spending and tax cuts. But in the end, he shared Benninghoff's apprehensions. ‘We are working hard to see exactly how it will fit in and how the 5th District will benefit,’ Thompson said.”  [Daily Collegian; 2/19/09]

Rep. Jim Gerlach (PA-6) Demanded That The Obama Admin Shift Stimulus Money Back To PA Universities. The Post-Gazette reported that fourteen members of Congress, including Gerlach, urged the Obama administration to use education stimulus dollars for four Pennsylvania state-related universities. [Post-Gazette, 7/10/09]

Rep. Shuster (PA-9) Was A “Vocal Opponent” Of The Recovery Act But Advocated For Recovery Act Money For His District. “Rep. Bill Shuster (R-PA) is a vocal opponent of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act who not only voted against the stimulus, but goes out of his way to mock it as “going nowhere” and doing “nothing to encourage growth.” Using the “failed” stimulus as his evidence, Shuster has been claiming that the government is incapable of reforming healthcare. But while Shuster tries to gain political points by bashing the stimulus, he has been quietly claiming credit for its benefits in his district, as well as advocating for an expanded role for Recovery Act money in his community:  Last week, Shuster attended the groundbreaking ceremony for a sewage treatment plant for the Blairsville Municipal Authority. Republican State Senator Don White noted that the project was only possible because of the stimulus, which allowed the state Infrastructure Investment Authority (PENNVEST) to provide a $10.4 million grant and a $3 million low interest loan for construction. On November 4, Shuster asked Gov. Ed Rendell (D-PA) to use some of the state’s stimulus money to reopen the Scotland School for Veterans’ Children. Shuster noted that using the Recovery Act money for the school would save 134 full-time jobs.  In July, Shuster joined 14 Pennsylvania lawmakers — including fellow stimulus-opponents Reps. Glenn Thompson (R-PA), Charlie Dent (R-PA), Jim Gerlach (R-PA), and Todd Platts (R-PA) — in writing a letter asking that stimulus money be used towards public universities. In June, Shuster hailed the stimulus-funded initiative to build a high-speed rail line between Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. The Post-Gazette quoted Shuster praising the project: “I believe we are about to experience a new era in passenger rail in this country. I want Western Pennsylvania to participate in this new era and to enjoy the benefits of increased and expanded passenger rail service.” [Think Progress, 11/30/09] 

· Rep. Bill Shuster (PA-9) Attended Groundbreaking Ceremony For Stimulus-Funded $12.1 Million Sewage Treatment Plant. Representative Shuster attended a groundbreaking ceremony for a sewage treatment plant that was only possible because of Recovery funds. [Blairsville Dispatch, 11/25/09] 
· Rep. Shuster Asked For Stimulus Money To Reopen School For Veterans’ Children, Claiming It Would Save 134 Full-Time Jobs. “U.S. Rep. Bill Shuster is asking Pennsylvania’s governor to use federal stimulus money to reopen Scotland School for Veterans’ Children north of Chambersburg. Shuster, R-Pa., wrote a letter to Gov. Ed Rendell asking him to use some of Pennsylvania’s latest $1.4 billion allocation for the boarding school, which did not open for 2009-10 because state funding for it was eliminated…Reopening Scotland School could save about 134 full-time jobs, which was the intent of the ARRA, Shuster said.” [Shuster wants to use stimulus money to reopen Scotland School, The Herald-Mail, 11/4/09]

Rep. Charlie Dent (PA-15) Demanded That The Obama Admin Shift Stimulus Money Back To PA Universities. The Post-Gazette reported that fourteen members of Congress, including Dent, urged the Obama administration to use education stimulus dollars for four Pennsylvania state-related universities. [Post-Gazette, 7/10/09]

Rep. Todd Platts (PA-19) Demanded That The Obama Admin Shift Stimulus Money Back To PA Universities. The Post-Gazette reported that fourteen members of Congress, including Patts, urged the Obama administration to use education stimulus dollars for four Pennsylvania state-related universities. [Post-Gazette, 7/10/09]

Rep. Tim Murphy (PA-18) Demanded That The Obama Admin Shift Stimulus Money Back To PA Universities. The Post-Gazette reported that fourteen members of Congress, including Murphy, urged the Obama administration to use education stimulus dollars for four Pennsylvania state-related universities. [Post-Gazette, 7/10/09]

SOUTH CAROLINA
The State: “Governor [Sanford] Flies To Washington To Support S.C. Bid For Stimulus.” “Sanford, who spent much of last year fighting parts of the Obama administration’s stimulus plan, now wants S.C. to have a piece of $4 billion in “Race to the Top” education money. ... Sanford met with [Secretary of Education Arne] Duncan to learn more about a charter school program Duncan started in Chicago, said Ben Fox, the governor’s spokesman. Sanford also took the trip to urge Duncan to support more charter school grants, Fox said.” [The State, 2/5/10] 
· Gov. Sanford Opposed The Recovery Act And Said “I’ve Consistently Stood Against The Stimulus.” “The formal deadline for states to accept money from the federal stimulus package is Friday. Some Republican governors say they'll turn down part of their states' share. The list includes Sarah Palin in Alaska, Bobby Jindal in Louisiana and Mark Sanford in South Carolina. In Sanford's case, his decision to reject the money has led to criticism even from many in his own party. … Governor MARK SANFORD (Republican, South Carolina): ‘I was against the stimulus. I've consistently stood against the stimulus. If you take all this stimulus money and you spent it all, over the long run there'll be less economic activity in South Carolina rather than more.’” [NPR, 4/2/09]
Sen. Lindsey Graham Asked Transportation Secretary for $360 Million In Stimulus Funds, Saying it Would Create Nearly 6000 Jobs. “South Carolina Republican Senator Lindsey Graham, in a Feb. 17 statement, said it’s the Democrats who are playing politics. ‘No amount of political spin will change the fact the bill created more government than jobs and dramatically increased our national debt,’ he said. Graham, on Sept. 11, wrote LaHood asking for $360 million to improve Interstate 73 near Myrtle Beach. The construction funding ‘is expected to create 5,789 new jobs in the I-73 corridor region,’ said the letter, one of a dozen grant pitches signed by Graham.” [Bloomberg News, 2/22/10]

Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC) Lobbied For Tens Of Millions In South Carolina Stimulus Funds. According to the Georgetown Times, a business coalition called the North Eastern Strategic Alliance worked closely with DeMint to secure millions in stimulus funds for the I-73 corridor highway in South Carolina. [Georgetown Times, 5/31/09]

Rep. Joe Wilson (SC-2) Asked USDA For Stimulus Funding For A Foundation In His District, Saying It Would “Provide Jobs And Investment.” “Rep. Joe Wilson, South Carolina Republican who became famous after yelling, ‘You lie,’ during Mr. Obama's addresses to Congress in September, voted against the stimulus. Nonetheless, Mr. Wilson elbowed his way into the rush for federal stimulus cash in a letter he sent to Mr. Vilsack on behalf of a foundation seeking funding. ‘We know their endeavor will provide jobs and investment in one of the poorer sections of the Congressional District,’ he wrote to Mr. Vilsack in the Aug. 26, 2009, letter. ‘Congressman Wilson's position on the stimulus bill is consistent,’ said spokeswoman Pepper Pennington. She said Mr. Wilson opposed the stimulus as a ‘misguided spending bill,’ but once it passed, he wanted to make sure South Carolina residents ‘receive their share of the pie.’” [Washington Times, 2/9/10]

TENNESSEE

Sen. Alexander Asked USDA For Stimulus Funding, Saying “It Is Anticipated That The Project Will Create Over 200 Jobs In The First Year And At Least Another 40 New Jobs In The Following Years.” “Sen. Lamar Alexander, Tennessee Republican, who easily won re-election in 2008, said of the stimulus, ‘This is spending, not stimulus.’ In a letter to Mr. Vilsack for a project applying for stimulus money, Mr. Alexander noted, ‘It is anticipated that the project will create over 200 jobs in the first year and at least another 40 new jobs in the following years.’ Jim Jeffries, a spokesman for Mr. Alexander, said the senator believes his constituents have a right to apply for stimulus funds. ‘Sen. Alexander voted against the stimulus because it was too much spending and too much debt for too little benefit to the economy,’ Mr. Jeffries said. ‘Republicans lost that fight and the money will be spent, and because Tennessee taxpayers will end up footing part of the bill, they have a right to apply for the funds.’" [Washington Times, 2/9/10]

Rep. Zach Wamp (TN-3) Praised Stimulus Funding For An Energy Laboratory. According to the Associated Press, Wamp praised $71.2 million in economic stimulus funds for the Oak Ridge Lab in Tennessee. Wamp noted the funds would add “about 170 construction jobs.” [AP, 3/24/09]

TEXAS

Though Gov. Rick Perry Railed Against Federal Stimulus Bill, “He Now Is The Manager Of One Of The Biggest Pots Of Federal Gold In Texas: Crime Grants To Locals Law Enforcement.” “Gov. Rick Perry rallied opposition to federal stimulus spending, but he now is the manager of one of the biggest pots of federal gold in Texas: crime grants to local law enforcement agencies. And those grants have become an integral part of Perry's political machine. Perry in the past has decided what law enforcement agencies receive about $23 million a year in Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance grants. Now, because of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Perry will have an additional $90 million to hand out. While Perry's office is the conduit for the federal money, the governor chooses which agencies receive the money and how it is spent. The political payoff has been great. About $6 million in Byrne grants helped Perry win the endorsement of border sheriffs in 2006. Perry last year held a news conference to promote $557,000 in grant money he was giving to the San Antonio Police Department to target transnational gangs. Every time Perry doles out the federal Byrne grants, he sounds like the money is his.” [The Houston Chronicle, 9/7/09] 

Hutchison and Cornyn and 28 House Members Successfully Lobbied fro $350 Million in Stimulus Grants for Coal Gasification. “On March 19, Sens. Kay Bailey Hutchison and John Cornyn and all but four of the state's 32 House members wrote to Energy Secretary Steven Chu, seeking stimulus funds for a $1.75 billion coal gasification project in West Texas. In early December, Chu announced a $350 million grant. Cornyn called it a ‘myth’ to see a contradiction in trying to quash the stimulus and also seeking a fair share for his state.” [Dallas Morning News, 2/20/10]
A Dozen Texas Lawmakers Asked the Army Corps of Engineers for Stimulus Funding for the Houston Ship Channel. “On March 11, a dozen Texas lawmakers co-signed a letter sent by Rep. Gene Green, D-Houston, asking the Army Corps of Engineers for $103 million for ‘critical’ Houston Ship Channel projects that would ‘ensure the continued safe and efficient flow of commerce.’ Signers included seven Republicans. To date, the port has received $98.8 million in Recovery Act funds.” [Dallas Morning News, 2/20/10]
Sens. Cornyn and Hutchison Requested Funds for Clean Diesel Projects from the EPA. “The Environmental Protection Agency received two letters from Sen. John Cornyn of Texas asking for consideration of grants for clean diesel projects in San Antonio and Houston. Mr. Cornyn is the chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee. One of the letters was signed jointly with Republican Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, also of Texas. The letter said that the Port of Houston Authority ‘has informed me of the positive impact this grant will have in the region by serving as a foundation for PHA's Clean Air Strategy Plan, creating jobs, and significantly reducing diesel emissions.’ Houston received millions of dollars in diesel funding.” [Wall Street Journal, 2/16/10]

· Cornyn, Hutchison and Other TX Republicans Who Opposed Federal Stimulus Bill Request $3 Billion In Stimulus Funds From Obama Administration For NASA.  “Every single Republican in the House voted against the $819 billion Recovery Act in January. Among the Republican senators who voted against the stimulus were Texas’ Kay Bailey Hutchison and John Cornyn. Both of them complained that they wanted to see more tax cuts rather than government spending. But now, both Hutchison and Cornyn are pressuring the Obama administration to give Texas $3 billion in stimulus funds. The co-signers on the letter are a bipartisan group of the Texas delegation in the House, including 19 Republicans, all of whom also voted against the funds for which they’re now begging. The letter was drafted and circulated by GOP Rep. Pete Olson… Cornyn said that while the stimulus funding ‘that has already been spent [is] clearly not working, it is my hope that the Administration will use a portion of the remaining, authorized, unspent stimulus dollars to safeguard our nation’s space program.’” [The Center for American Progress, Think Progress, 10/6/09] 

· Hutchison “Personally Lobbied” for $43 Million Stimulus Project For Roads in Dallas. “Dallas awarded $43M in federal grants for roads, streetcars”: "This is really great news," he [NTTA board chairman Paul Wageman] said, noting that it would not have been possible had it not been for U.S. Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, D-Dallas, and Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, each of whom had personally and repeatedly lobbied Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and other top officials in favor of the Dallas grants.” [Dallas Morning News, 2/18/10]

Rep. Louie Gohmert (TX-01) – Rep. Louie Gohmert showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09]

Rep. Ted Poe (TX-02) – Rep. Ted Poe showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09] 

Rep. Sam Johnson (TX-03) – Rep. Sam Johnson showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09] 

Rep. Ralph Hall (TX-04) – Rep. Ralph Hall showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09] 

Rep. Jeb Hensarling (TX-5) Joined 10 Other Texas Lawmakers in Securing $51 Million for Texas Instruments in Stimulus Funds. “In November, 23 Texas lawmakers co-signed a letter to Chu by Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, D-Dallas, supporting a tax credit for Texas Instruments. Dallas-based TI was already committed to building a $500 million semiconductor plant in Richardson that is expected to create more than 1,000 jobs – a plan announced seven years ago. On Feb. 12, the White House awarded TI $51 million in tax credits, out of $2.3 billion for ‘green’ jobs. Along with all 12 Texas Democrats, 11 of the state's 20 Republicans signed that letter. One, Rep. Kenny Marchant of Coppell, called tax credits ‘the right way to do stimulus,’ though he acknowledged that they add to the deficit. The plant is in the district of Republican Rep. Sam Johnson. ‘We voted against the stimulus, and we're unapologetic about that,’ said his chief of staff, David Heil. But once the bill was passed, he said: ‘The money was there. You can't just put your head in the sand.’… Rep. Jeb Hensarling, a Dallas Republican who shuns earmarks, was the only Texas Republican who didn't sign the NASA letter. Nor did he sign on to the West Texas coal effort. He did sign the TI letter, though. And on Dec. 30, he wrote to the Transportation Department to support a request from the city of Terrell for $19.6 million in road projects.” [Dallas Morning News, 2/20/10]
Rep. Joe Barton (TX-06) – Rep. Joe Barton showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09]
Rep. John Culberson (TX-07) – Rep. John Culberson showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09] 

Rep. McCaul (TX-10): "I didn't support final passage but at the same time I wanted to make sure if we are spending that kind of money that much of that gets directed to Texas." [KVUE News; 2/22/09] Rep. Michael McCaul showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09]

Rep. Mike Conaway (TX-11) – Rep. Mike Conaway showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09] 

Rep. Kay Granger (TX-12) – Rep. Kay Granger showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09] 

· Granger Asked for Stimulus Funding For Toll Road Project She Said Could Create 3,500 Jobs. “Texas Republican Representative Kay Granger wrote in support of six proposals, including a toll-road project in the suburbs of Dallas and Fort Worth that she said ‘would create approximately 3,500 jobs in the local community.’ On the stimulus anniversary, Granger put out a statement condemning ‘government waste at its worst’ and ‘unmanageable’ federal debt. ‘Stimulus-style spending has not created jobs, but it has certainly grown our national debt over the last year,’ she said. On the same day, the government announced $20 million of stimulus funding and a $400 million federal loan for the toll- road project. Matt Leffingwell, a spokesman for Granger, said in an e- mail that the lawmaker didn’t see infrastructure funding as a focus of the stimulus bill. And, because the federal funding didn’t arrive until the past week, Leffingwell said ‘it is still premature for the administration to claim that this project has, in fact, created jobs.’” [Bloomberg News, 2/22/10]
Rep. Mac Thornberry  (TX-13) – Rep. Lamar Smith showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09]

Rep. Ron Paul (TX-14) – Rep. Ron Paul showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09] 

Rep. Randy Neugebauer (TX-19) – Rep. Randy Neugebauer showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09]

Rep. Lamar Smith (TX-21) – Rep. Lamar Smith showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09]

Rep. Pete Olson (TX-22) – Rep. Pete Olson showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09] 

Rep. Kenny Marchant (TX-24) – Rep. Kenny Marchant showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09]

· Marchant Attended Groundbreaking For DFW Connector, One Of The Largest Stimulus Projects In The Country, But “I Don't Want To Be Anywhere Close To Any Big Checks.” “On Wednesday, Marchant was in Grapevine, shovel in hand, for the start of work on the $1 billion DFW Connector – one of the costliest stimulus transportation projects in the nation. A quarter of its funding came from the stimulus. ‘This project was set to start this year, regardless of how it was funded,’ he said, calling it a meritorious project in the midst of his district but emphasizing that he never sought stimulus funds for it. And with so many cameras around at the event, he added, ‘I don't want to be anywhere close to any big checks.’" [Dallas Morning News, 2/20/10]
Rep. Michael Burgess (TX-26) Signed Letter Requesting Stimulus Funds For NASA. According to the Houston Chronicle, the letter stated that stimulus funds for NASA would “secure good jobs and stabilize our economy.” [TP, 10/6/09]

Rep. John Carter (TX-31) – Rep. John Carter showed his hypocrisy after asking the Obama Administration for three billion in funds for NASA from the economic recovery act, which he voted against. Members of the Texas delegation signed the letter, including two Republican Senators and 19 House Republicans who all voted against the recovery act in February. [Texas delegation wants stimulus money for NASA, Houston Chronicle, 10/5/09]

· Rep. Carter Hailed Recovery Act Funds For A Hospital In His District. "About $1.2 billion is for new hospitals at Fort Hood, an Army base in Texas Republican John Carter’s district, and Camp Pendleton, a Marine Corps base in California Republican Darrell Issa’s district. The two hospitals are the largest individual projects to be paid for with defense stimulus dollars. Carter voted against the bill, saying the stimulus would pile debt on future generations. But he hailed the $621 million hospital project as a victory for the economy in central Texas, where Fort Hood occupies more than 217,000 acres. Construction of the Fort Hood hospital is scheduled to begin in September 2010. Also planned for the base is $100 million more in stimulus money for work ranging from road repairs to replacing heating and cooling systems. John Stone, Carter’s spokesman, said the congressman has been pushing for several years to get a new hospital at Fort Hood." [AP, 8/28/09]

· Carter Sought $6 Billion in Stimulus Funding, Taking Credit for $12.9 Million Project in His District. “Rep. John Carter of Round Rock, a member of the GOP leadership, circulated stories of alleged waste – $100,000 to help a Missouri steakhouse build a martini bar, $3.4 million for a tunnel so turtles could pass safely beneath a new highway in Florida. He called the stimulus a ‘monstrosity’ and proudly noted that not a single Republican had voted for it. Yet this time last year, Carter was advocating for $6 billion worth of ‘shovel-ready’ highway projects in Texas. And in September, he issued a press release touting a $12.9 million award to help a company in his district, Georgetown-based CleanFuel USA, build 186 liquid propane fueling stations in Houston, Dallas and other major U.S. cities.” [Dallas Morning News, 2/20/10]
Sessions Pushed for $350 Million Stimulus-Funded Clean Coal Project And NASA Funding. “Take Rep. Pete Sessions of Dallas. As chairman of the National Republican Congressional Committee, he used the anniversary to tar dozens of Democratic incumbents, including two fellow Texans, with a ‘partisan spending spree’ that has grown to $862 billion. He called the outlay an ‘abject failure.’ But Sessions put his name on at least nine requests for funds under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – transportation funds for Dallas Area Rapid Transit and the cities of Dallas and Carrollton; grants to help Irving and Grand Prairie police; and funding for Big Brothers-Big Sisters of North Texas. Along with colleagues in both parties, he pushed to secure a $51 million tax break for Texas Instruments and a $350 million subsidy for a West Texas ‘clean coal’ project, and, less successfully, to add $3 billion to the NASA budget.” [Dallas Morning News, 2/20/10]
· Sessions Promoted Four Projects to Receive Stimulus Transportation Funds. “The National Republican Congressional Committee, led by Texas Representative Pete Sessions, released a video montage of clips edited to show a series of news anchors and commentators asking ‘Where are the jobs?’ Sessions, who called the stimulus ‘a massive spending binge by the Democrat-controlled Congress,’ wrote LaHood three times last September and October. Sessions promoted four projects, including a Dallas streetcar line he said ‘will create jobs in the region and improve the quality of life for North Texans.’ The project got $23 million. Sessions, in an e-mail, called the stimulus an ‘abject failure’ and said he’d vote against it again if he could. The lawmaker said his objections don’t keep him ‘from asking federal agencies for their full consideration of critical infrastructure and competitive grant projects for North Texas when asked to do so by my constituents.’ Sessions has written agencies supporting six other grants, spokeswoman Emily Davis said.” [Bloomberg News, 2/22/10]
UTAH

Sen. Bennett Sent Eight Letters Requesting Funds from the EPA. “The Environmental Protection Agency received two letters from Sen. John Cornyn of Texas asking for consideration of grants for clean diesel projects in San Antonio and Houston…The agency also appeared to have received eight identical letters from Republican Sen. Bob Bennett of Utah recommending infrastructure projects in his state, seven of which were sent before stimulus legislation was passed by Congress.” [Wall Street Journal, 2/16/10]

· Sen. Bennett Wrote Letters To Energy Secretary Requesting Stimulus Funds Two Days Before Decrying Bill As Wasteful and Stimulating Debt. “Sen. Bob Bennett not only voted against the $787 billion stimulus act, he also blasted it as a squandered opportunity to fix the economic downturn. ‘Unfortunately, the only thing this bill will stimulate is the national debt,’ Bennett argued Feb. 13 as the Senate gave final approval to the historic measure. But, in a series of letters dated two days prior, Bennett wrote to Energy Secretary Steven Chu asking him to pay special attention to several Utah projects as he doled out billions in stimulus money. ‘I am writing to request your support for a number of projects in my home state of Utah that I believe merit your department's attention,’ Bennett wrote, adding that he would ‘greatly appreciate’ any funding considerations for his state…The [SLT’s records] searches [tracking stimulus funds] turned up dozens of letters to the secretaries of Energy, Interior, Agriculture, Commerce and Transportation as well as to the administrators of the Environmental Protection Agency and the Federal Emergency Management Agency. All but four came from Bennett. The senator shipped off more than 40 letters requesting hundreds of millions of dollars in projects. ” [The Salt Lake Tribune, 10/4/09]

· Sen. Bennett Asked Ag Department For Funding For A List Of Projects, Saying “The Addition Of Federal Funds To These Projects Would Maximize The Stimulative Effect Of These Projects On The Local Economy.” “On Feb. 13, 2009, Sen. Robert F. Bennett, Utah Republican, issued a statement criticizing the stimulus — but two days earlier, he privately forwarded to Mr. Vilsack a list of projects seeking stimulus money. ‘I believe the addition of federal funds to these projects would maximize the stimulative effect of these projects on the local economy,’ he wrote. Mr. Bennett is up for re-election and facing several Republican challengers. Last month, the conservative anti-tax group Club for Growth announced that it was opposing his nomination for a fourth term. ‘It is absurd to require Utah taxpayers to foot their portion of the bill associated with stimulus spending and then ask them to forgo competing for those funds without the input of their congressional representatives,’ said Bennett spokeswoman Tara Hendershott DiJulio.” [Washington Times, 2/9/10]

· Senator Bob Bennett (R-UT) Boasted Through His Spokeswoman That Pet Project In Recovery Package Is An Example Of “Utah Projects That Would Create Jobs.” According to the Salt Lake Tribune, “Bennett spokeswoman Tara Hendershott said Central Utah Water’s funding is an example of how the senator worked to get money for ‘Utah projects that would create jobs’ in the stimulus bill.” [Salt Lake Tribune, 2/20/09]

Sen. Hatch: “All Four Of Utah’s Republicans In Congress Voted Against The ARRA” And Wrote Letters To Request $95 Million in Funding. “All four of Utah's Republicans in Congress voted against the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act earlier this year, and all of them then used congressional stationary in an attempt to nab stimulus cash for the state. Utah's lone Democrat in Congress, Rep. Jim Matheson, who voted for the stimulus, also sought funds in letters to federal departments…Utah's lawmakers sent these letters despite repeated promises from President Barack Obama that the stimulus bill wouldn't include pet projects and that the money wouldn't be awarded based on the desires of lobbyists or home-state politicians… Sen. Orrin Hatch and Reps. Rob Bishop and Jason Chaffetz sent the Interior Department a letter on behalf of the Provo River Water Users Association seeking $95 million in funds, while Matheson pushed for money for national parks in Utah.” [The Salt Lake Tribune, 10/4/09]

Reps. Jason Chaffetz (UT-3), Rob Bishop (UT-1): SLT: “All Four Of Utah’s Republicans In Congress Voted Against The ARRA” And “All Of Them Then Used Congressional Stationary In An Attempt To Nab Stimulus Cash For The State.” “All four of Utah's Republicans in Congress voted against the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act earlier this year, and all of them then used congressional stationary in an attempt to nab stimulus cash for the state. Utah's lone Democrat in Congress, Rep. Jim Matheson, who voted for the stimulus, also sought funds in letters to federal departments…Utah's lawmakers sent these letters despite repeated promises from President Barack Obama that the stimulus bill wouldn't include pet projects and that the money wouldn't be awarded based on the desires of lobbyists or home-state politicians.” [The Salt Lake Tribune, 10/4/09]

VIRGINIA

Gov. McDonnell Praised Recovery Act Funding For Health Information Technology Even Though He Said The Recovery Act Was “Not Going To Be Good Long-Term For American” And It Created More Problems Than It Solved. “Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell is now offering effusive praise for $24 million in federal funds that allowed him to establish an office of Health Information Technology and to fund a program helping Virginia doctors transition to electronic medical records. Just one problem - he thinks the government shouldn't have spent that money to begin with. One year ago, McDonnell told reporters the stimulus plan ‘is not going to be good long-term for America,’ though he did say according to the Virginian-Pilot that the Commonwealth should still ‘collect its share of the stimulus anyway.’ Last summer, the Roanoke Times reported that McDonnell said the stimulus created more problems than it solved.” [Talking Points Memo, 2/16/10]

Rep. Bob Goodlatte (VA-6) Wrote Letters In Support For Stimulus Money. Blue Ridge Business Journal reported: “NTELOS Holding Corp. (NASDAQ: NTLS), a leading provider of wireless and wireline communications services (branded as NTELOS) in Virginia and West Virginia, is pleased to announce that it will be able to accept a $16 million federal broadband stimulus award.” The article noted that NTELOS won the award because Goodlatte endorsed the project and wrote letters of support. [BRBJ, 2/15/10]

Rep. Wolf (VA-10) Complained That VA Was Too Slow In Spending Recovery Act Money Even Though He Voted Against It. "Republicans continued to blame Gov. Tim Kaine -- and his would-be successor Creigh Deeds -- for being slow in spending the state's share of federal stimulus money for transportation. U.S. Frank Wolf and Fairfax Supervisor Pat Herrity, among others, criticized Kaine this morning on a conference call for not using the money for much-needed existing projects in congested Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads. 'We could use that money desperately,' Wolf told reporters. 'We're in a critical situation. The economic growth and the opportunities here depend on improving transportation. There are a lot of things up here that that money could be used for.'" [Washington Post, 10/5/09]

REP. CANTOR (VA-7) SAID THE STIMULUS PLAN HAS NOT CREATED JOBS BUT SUPPORTED STIMULUS-FUNDED HIGH-SPEED RAIL, SAYING IT WILL CREATE 185,000 VIRGINIA JOBS & BRING $21.2 BILLION TO REGION
Rep. Cantor Said The Economy Was Not Getting Better, Despite Recent Increase In GDP, And Called The Federal Stimulus “An Utter Failure.” “Clearly there is unemployment in and around Culpeper and that’s exactly why we called for and created this job fair today,’ Cantor, minority whip in the U.S. House, told reporters before he left around noon [in late November], his blue Suburban idling outside. Asked if he thought the economy was getting better as growth in the gross domestic product seems to indicate, Cantor said no. ‘People do not live and breathe the GDP,’ he said. ‘They are about their own circumstances and when you are out of work, there is an economic crisis in the household.’ Cantor, as he has repeatedly in recent weeks and months, condemned the $787 billion stimulus package passed by Congress in February as ‘an utter failure.’” [Star-Exponent, 11/24/09]

Rep. Cantor Said Obama's Economic Decisions “Have Not Produced Jobs.” “Saying the stimulus bill passed earlier this year was ‘full of pork barrel spending, government waste, and massive borrowing,’ the House Minority Whip [Cantor] also says in Saturday's address that ‘President Obama’s economic decisions have not produced jobs, have not produced prosperity, and have not worked.’” [CNN, 7/11/09]
Rep. Cantor Voted Against The American Recovery And Reinvestment Act That Included $8 Billion For High Speed Rail. Representative Cantor voted against the Economic Recovery package passed by Congress, which included an unprecedented $8 billion for high speed rail. [NPR, 2/24/09; 2009 House Vote #70, 2/13/09] 

BUT REP. CANTOR SUPPORTED STIMULUS-FUNDED HIGH-SPEED RAIL, SAYING IT WOULD CREATE 185,000 VIRGINIA JOBS & BRING $21.2 BILLION TO VIRGINIA

Rep. Cantor Touted Local Job Creation And Economic Development Potential Of Stimulus-Funded Rail Project For Virginia. Despite having “led House GOP opposition to President Barack Obama’s $740 billion stimulus program,” House Republican Whip Eric Cantor expressed support for the local job creation potential that the stimulus’ $8 billion High-Speed Rail Strategic Plan could create for Virginia. The Richmond Times-Dispatch wrote that Rep. Cantor said that “If there is one thing that I think all of us here on both sides of the political aisle from all parts of the region agree with, it’s that we need to do all we can to promote jobs here in the Richmond area,” referring to the proposed It turns out that the Southeast corridor of Virginia from Richmond to Washington D.C. has been identified as one of a number of regions competing for funds through the stimulus program passed by Congress and signed by President Obama, and “Cantor said he expects that when the guidelines for obtaining the grants are released, they will include provisions requiring the state to match or commit its own money to some portions of the overall project.” [Richmond Times-Dispatch, 4/25/09] 

Rep. Cantor: Stimulus-Funded Rail Project Would Create “As Many As 185,000 Jobs” And Bring “$21.2 Billion” To The Region. The Richmond Times-Dispatch wrote that Eric Cantor claimed: “Bringing high-speed rail to [Virginia through a stimulus plan] could further spur economic development, creating as many as 185,000 jobs and bringing $21.2 billion to a region already home to about a half-dozen Fortune 500 companies and 20,000 small businesses.”  With regard to the federal stimulus-funded proposal, Cantor continues: “We’ve got something good going on and we want to continue that.”  [Richmond Times-Dispatch, 4/27/09] 

REP. CANTOR HAS EVEN HOSTED TWO JOBS FAIRS THAT WERE FUELED BY THE STIMULUS BILL HE OPPOSED 

WP: In The “Latest Example” Of Rep. Eric Cantor’s Hypocrisy On Federal Stimulus, Cantor Held Job Fair At Which “Nearly Half of the 30 Organizations Participating” Were Stimulus Recipients. In late November Rep. Eric Cantor hosted a job fair in his district at Germanna Community College. “Like his last job fair in August, Cantor used it as an opportunity to gain positive local press and launch attacks against President Obama.” According to reports of the event, Rep. Eric Cantor called President Obama’s stimulus package, as he has repeatedly in recent months, an “utter failure.” The Washington Post, however, reported that “[n]early half of the 30 organizations participating” Cantor’s in late-November Culpeper job fair “were recipients of the stimulus. The list include[d] a slew of government agencies and schools that have directly benefited from the package and may be using stimulus money to hire people (as the money was originally designed to do), including the Orange County public schools, the Transportation Security Administration and Virginia Department of Labor, and some companies that may have indirectly benefited such as Comcast and Terremark.” [Think Progress, 11/25/09; Washington Monthly, “Political Animal,” 11/24/09; Washington Post, Virginia Politics blog, 11/18/09; Star-Exponent, 11/24/09] 

· Federal Stimulus Has Injected Over $5 Billion into Virginia, Creating of Saving Almost 6,000 Jobs So Far, Including Millions For Schools System Attending Rep. Eric Cantor Jobs Fair. The Office of the Virginia Governor Tim Kaine released a statement announcing: “that state agencies have reported more than 5,900 jobs created or saved from American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds flowing through the State Treasury. To date, more than $5 billion in ARRA contracts, grants and loans have been awarded in Virginia, with more than half in the form of direct aid to localities and organizations outside of state government.” This includes $4.1 million for the Culpepper County School system, specifically allocated for “disadvantaged students” and to help implement No Child Left Behind legislation, and another $340,000 for the Orange County Public Schools—both school systems whom attended Rep. Cantor’s November Jobs Fair.  In fact, Think Progress reported, “among the job fair participants, more than half were from the public sector, including the Department of Veterans Affairs, the CIA, FBI, Army and the FAA –- even though Cantor previously has criticized the stimulus plan for placing too great an emphasis on ‘preserving jobs in the public sector.’” [Office of Governor Tim Kaine, Press Release, 10/30/09; Think Progress, 11/25/09; The Culpepper Times, 9/29/09]

Rep. Cantor Hosted August Jobs Fair Fueled With Stimulus Funds. Despite being one of the Recovery Act’s most vocal critics, saying that the stimulus was “failing” to “create jobs,” House Minority Whip Eric Cantor (R-VA) in August hosted a job fair in Midlothian, VA that featured employers who received stimulus funds. “Think Progress attended the event, which attracted more than 2,000 people…Think Progress found that many jobs represented by employers at the job fair were a direct result of those funds,” including $164 million “in stimulus grants for weatherization and energy-efficiency programs” for 20 new jobs for the commercial building contractor Colonial Webb, $505,000 for the Chesterfield County Police Department creating 10 jobs, and another $4.4 million for Chesterfield County Public Schools, aiding in the creation of 61 new jobs. “It’s worth noting that among the job fair participants, more than half were from the public sector, including the Department of Veterans Affairs, the CIA, FBI, Army and the Department of Motor Vehicles –- even though Cantor previously has criticized the stimulus plan for placing too great an emphasis on “preserving jobs in the public sector.” [Think Progress, 8/20/09] 

WASHINGTON

Rep. Reichert (WA-8) Acknowledged That Stimulus Would “Deliver Tangible Good News To His Constituents.” "Reichert acknowledges that the stimulus bill will deliver tangible good news to his constituents... ‘I feel a responsibility at this point to make this still work.'" [Boston Globe; 2/24/09]

Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (WA-5) Praised A Stimulus Funded Grant To Extend Work On A Spokane Freeway After Previously Criticizing The President And The Stimulus Bill.  “A $35 million federal stimulus grant was announced this morning to extend work on a North Spokane freeway, according to the office of U.S. Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash. The grant is coming from a $1.5 billion pot of money set aside in last year’s economic stimulus package approved by Congress, and awarded nationally on a competitive basis... U.S. Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash., submitted a formal letter endorsing the grant even though she was among Republicans in the House who unanimously voted no on the recovery bill.  In a blog on her Web site, she criticizes President Obama and the stimulus bill for failing to create jobs.  But in her letter in September 2009 to U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, McMorris Rodgers wrote, ‘This additional funding will enable our community, region and state to continue the progress already made. In fact, just last month, we were able to recognize the completion of the first phase. This event represented more than 50 years of planning and dedication by many in Eastern Washington’.” [Spokesman-Review, 2/17/10]

WISCONSIN

Rep. Paul Ryan (WI-1) Requested Funds from Labor to “Place 1,000 Workers In Green Jobs.” “Rep. Paul Ryan, a Wisconsin Republican who called the stimulus a ‘wasteful spending spree’ that ‘misses the mark on all counts,’ wrote to Labor Secretary Hilda Solis in October in support of a grant application from a group in his district which, he said, ‘intends to place 1,000 workers in green jobs.’ A spokeswoman for Mr. Ryan said the congressman felt it was his job to provide ‘the basic constituent service of lending his assistance for federal grant requests.’" [Wall Street Journal, 2/16/10]
