Tim Pawlenty

Godfather of No

Minneapolis Star Tribune: Pawlenty Is the“Godfather of Ng’ for Vetoing a Record 34 Bills in 2008
Including Bills to Raise the Minimum Wage and Provide Funding for Stem Cell ResearchThe Star
Tribune noted in the headline of a May 2008 artit\éith 34 vetoes, Pawlentig new godfather of

'no’.” The story continued, “In vetoing parts ol af 34 bills this session, Gov. Tim Pawlestyrpassed
the previous high of 29 vetoes by Gov. Arne Carlsotiie 1993 regular sessiomntluded in the
vetoes was a bill in 2008 to raise the minimum wdgdee Star Tribune noted, “Gov. Pawlenty also
“vetoed embryonistem cellresearch legislation, saying rapidly evolving aceemay make it
unnecessary to cross ‘moral and ethical lines’ éstrying live embryosthe bill would have
allowed the University of Minnesota to spend statmey on embryonic stem cell research. Cells would
have come from stored embryos from donors who e¢daddo research use, and an oversight committee
would have been required to review the reseaf@tar Tribune, 5/30/08; Star Tribune, 5/24/08]

Pawlenty Vetoed a Mortgage Foreclosure Bill Which Wuld Have Prevented 12,000 Minnesota
Families From Losing Their Home.The Star Tribune noted, “The bhill's DFL authorgicized the veto,
saying the legislation would have prevented 12 Jddthesotans from losing their homes to foreclosure
and that the governor had chosen to side with éimkilbg industry over ordinary homeowners. Under the
bill, homeowners holding a subprime or negative @izetion mortgage could defer a pending
foreclosure for up to a year but would have to egoeuse the services of a foreclosure-prevention
counselor and make partial payments during therohefet period.” [Star Tribune, 5/30/08]

Pawlenty Vetoed a Tax Bill Which Provided More Than$70 Million in Local Government Aid

and $33 Million in Property Tax Relief. “Gov. Tim Pawlenty fulfilled a threat and vetoetba bill

on Wednesday, taking down with it more than $70ionilin local government aids and $33 million in
direct homeowner property tax relief.” [Star Triles/2/07]

Pawlenty Twice Vetoed Comprehensive Transportatiof=unding Bills with Bipartisan Support in
2005 and 2007Gov. Tim Pawlenty vetoed a transportation bilMay 2007 which included a higher gas
tax he called “untimely and misguided.” PawlentyoaVetoed a transportation bill in 2005. [Assodate
Press, 5/15/07; WCCO, 2/28/08]

Minnesota's Capital Outlays for Roads and Transit Ranked 48 in the Nation Per Capita.
“Minnesota is falling behind economically in comigan with states that have made significant
investments in roads, bridges and transit. Takgather, our capital outlays for roads and trapiaited
48th in the nation on a per capita basis.” [Minna920, 1/2/08]

Pawlenty for Sale

Pawlenty Was Paid a $4,500 a Month Retainer by a Tecom Company During His
Gubernatorial Campaign. “From August 2001 through September 2002, Accasgvhere, a pay-
phone company owned partly by Republican ally Elgaer, paid Pawlenty, a lawyer, $ 4,500 per
month on retainer.” [St. Paul Pioneer Press, 78]7/0
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Pawlenty Concealed the Salary Until It Was Reportednh July 2003; Claimed It Was a Consulting
Contract. The Pioneer Press reported that Pawlenty “saiddsenot obliged to list the pay on his
economic disclosure forms when he was servingarLtgislature or running for governor because it
was a consulting contract, not an employer-emplogkgionship. The law that requires candidates and
officeholders to list their employment and investitsedoes not cover professional services by lawyers
and consultants.” [Pioneer Press, 7/16/03]

Pawlenty Did Not Know How Much Time He Spent Workirg for Access Anywhere, Where It
Was Based or the Other Owners Outside of Baef.he Pioneer Press reported, “Pawlenty said he
could not say how much time he spent on work foress Anywhere, who its owners or officers are
other than Baer or where it is incorporated or 8ag@ioneer Press, 7/16/03]

The Star Tribune Claimed Pawlenty s “Belated and Partial Revelation$ Raise As Many Questions
As They Answer.The Star Tribune editorial continued, “The goverhas made belated and partial
revelations that raise as many questions as theyeanBut those questions have been clouded in a
diversionary fog... If a candidate for governor canom the payroll of a special-interest friend ahietldl
that fact from voters with impunity, Minnesotansidz sure that many more office-seekers will have
such arrangements _ and that voters won’t knowtabem when they go to the polls.” [Editorial, Star
Tribune, 8/7/03]

McCain/Pawlenty = 3rd Bush/Cheney Term:

Pawlenty: “I'd Stand With President Bush if His Approval Rating Was 2 Percent. The Star
Tribune noted in October 2005, “Pawlenty wavedaoiy concerns about Bush, Hatch or other
DFLers on Wednesday. ‘I'd stand with President Bifi$iis approval rating was 2 percent,’
Pawlenty said. ‘l won’t abandon my leader just leseatimes are tough.” [Star Tribune,
10/20/05]

Pawlenty Was An Early Supporter of the Bush Plan tdPrivatize Social Security.The Los
Angeles Times noted, “Several Republican goveregpessed support during interviews
Saturday for Bush'’s plan for private accounts,udaig Govs. Lingle of Hawaii, Robert A. Taft
of Ohio, Haley Barbour of Mississippi, Tim PawlemtfyMinnesota and Jim Douglas of
Vermont, all of whom said the idea was popular witing people in their states.” [Los Angeles
Times, 2/27/05]

Pawlenty Was An “Enthusiastic Supporter” of No Child Left Behind and Supported
Extending It to High Schools.The Star Tribune reported, “Minnesota Gov. Tim Raty
endorsed the centerpiece of President Bush’s seeondeducation agenda Sunday, backing a
plan to extend the federal No Child Left Behinditegsrequirements to high schools... Pawlenty
has been an enthusiastic supporter of No Child Beftind, but his comments on Sunday were
the first time he has endorsed Bush’s plan to plsiiaw’s reach into the nation’s high schools.
‘Il think Minnesota could, and should, move in thaection,” the Republican governor said.”
[Star Tribune, 2/28/05]

Pawlenty’s Record: Broken Promises and Wishy-Waabsitions

Pawlenty Starts Softening Promise to Serve Out Hié/hole Term. “When asked if he will
stand by his pledge to serve all four years otdns he said ‘I'm focused on my job, staying in
Minnesota being governor.” Then when the AP presggin if he would stand by the pledge to
serve all four years, Pawlenty said ‘that is meintion.” That is different than what he said when
he announced he was running for governor when idehsawill’ serve his whole term (after
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saying he *anticipates’ and ‘plans’ to serve hreté [Twin Cities Public Television blog,
5/1/08]

Pawlenty Broke His Pledge Not to Raise Taxes in 2B@Bupporting a Cigarette Tax.An Op-

Ed by Jason Lewis in the Wall Street Journal ndt€de pressure on the governor to break his
no-new-taxes pledge was unrelenting. Nonethelesshbwed resolve in dealing with
Minnesota’s recalcitrant liberal elite. But in 20@kgns of his ‘progressive’ instincts emerged. In
a quest for new revenue, Mr. Pawlenty supporte8l eents per-pack cigarette tax.” [Op-Ed,
Conservative Jason Lewis, Wall Street Journal,/2&3

Pawlenty Backtracked on a 1993 Vote to Ban Discrimation Based on Sexual Orientation
to Win the Republican Nomination.“During the Republican state convention, the Salti
campaign distributed fliers attacking Pawlentydapporting a gay rights amendment in 1993.
The one vote Pawlenty wishes he could redo is diis for the gay rights amendment. He says
the bill protects people who are transgender aosisedressers. ‘There’s a whole series of
behaviors protected in that bill that have nothimgo with biological makeup. They have to do
with, just, simple preferences, for example, of wegawomen’s clothing,” says Pawlenty. ‘I
don’t know that we need to ... use our antidisanetion laws in Minnesota and nationally to
protect that kind of behavior.” [Minnesota PubRadio website, 9/13/02]

Pawlenty Vetoed Stem Cell Research Bill After Clainmg To Support It. In his 2006
campaign, Pawlenty stated, ‘I know Mr. Hatch wantesake stem cells an issue, but I'm going
to have to disappoint him. We agree on the issaepport stem cell research,” Pawlenty told a
crowd of about 200 Rochester Chamber of Commercebaes and guests at the luncheon
debate that also focused on health care. He ungesidént Bush and the Republican-controlled
Congress to lift restrictions on such research.veleer, this year Pawlenty “vetoed embryonic
stem cell research legislation.” [St. Paul Piorfesss, 10/6/06, Star Tribune, 5/24/08]

After Cutting Health Care Coverage and Eligibility During His First Term, Pawlenty
Pledged to Extend Health Insurance Coverage to AMinnesota Children During His

Second Term.“Gov. Pawlenty says he wants to extend healthrarsze coverage to all
Minnesota children. He made the announcement Tyehdéng a speech to a group of health
care and policy experts in Minneapolis. Pawlentgimarks come just one week after he
narrowly won re-election and now faces a Legiskathat is controlled by Democrats...The
move is a dramatic shift for Gov. Pawlenty, who lee&lth insurance coverage and eligibility
during his first term in office. Now, Pawlenty say® state should move toward covering every
Minnesotan. He says the first step should be taigechealth insurance to every Minnesota
child. Pawlenty says the state is projecting a letidgrplus and thinks a portion of that money
should be used to cover the 70,000 uninsured emlgr Minnesota.” [Minnesota Public Radio’s
website, 11/14/06]

Yet, Pawlenty Aimed to Cut Increases in Health Car&€overage for Lower-Income

Children and Childless Adults. “Pawlenty would also roll back hard-fought DFL iaases in
health care coverage, including increased covei@gewer-income children and childless
adults. No one who has health care coverage rightwiould be cut, he said, but the state cannot
afford extensions in coverage.” [Star Tribune, G}/

Pawlenty Attacked Obama on McCain Gas Tax Holiday &er Saying He Was Open To
Increasing Minn. Gas Tax.The New York Times wrote, “In the past two ye&@sy. Tim
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Pawlenty of Minnesota twice vetoed legislationdse the state’s gas tax to pay for
transportation needs. Now, with at least five pea#ad in the collapse of the Interstate 35W
bridge here, Mr. Pawlenty, a Republican, appeahat@ had a change of heart. ‘He’s open to
that,” Brian McClung, a spokesman for the goversairgd Monday of a higher gas tax. ‘He
believes we need to do everything we can to addhéssituation and the extraordinary costs.”
But this year, “Wearing his other hat as natiormathair of the McCain presidential campaign
Pawlenty sharply criticized the likely Democratmminee, Senator Barack Obama, for not the
idea of a federal gas tax holiday. ‘Senator McCweis called for a temporary gas tax holiday to
provide at least some immediate relief for Minnasstand Americans as they face these historic
and burdensome gasoline prices,” Pawlenty saidd ‘Benator Obama has said no to that idea.”
[New York Times, 8/7/07, KARE 11 (Local NBC Affilia), 7/24/08]

Ethical Problems

Pawlenty’s Campaign Received $600,000 in Penaltiehe Largest in Minnesota History in
2002 for lllegal Coordination. “The state campaign finance board leveled $600i0@@nalties
against then-Republican gubernatorial candidate Hamvlenty to settle a board finding of illegal
collusion on TV ads. The State Campaign FinancePRardic Disclosure Board fined the
campaign $100,000 and charged it with $500,00@lispending.” [Star Tribune, 10/15/02]

Pawlenty’s Talking Points Stress Selling Access tdext President to CEOs.The Star

Tribune noted, “The Campaign Finance institutefsorenoted that at a fundraising breakfast for
Minnesota CEOs, Pawlenty’s ‘talking points’ to desancluded a statement that they would
have the opportunity to ‘connect with influenti@vwgrnment officials (Cabinet, President, next
President).” [Star Tribune, 6/4/08]

Budget Problems

Minnesota Has Gone from $1 Billion Surplus in Febrary 2007 to Close to a Billion Dollar
Deficit in February 2008.The Star Tribune reported, “Minnesota has slippethfa $1 billion
surplus projected in February 2007 to a $935 mmiltieficit projected last month, with revenues
tumbling in every major tax category.” [Star Trileyr8/8/08]

The National Taxpayers Union Blasted Pawlenty forrcreasing Taxes by $1.7 Billion Since
He Became Governor in 2003The National Taxpayers Union noted, “Overall, dgri

Pawlenty’s tenure, taxes have increased $1.74bi(lvith a b). Some supporters might attempt
to describe these increases as merely fees, bsticers and corporations nevertheless have to
pay the bill. To his credit, Pawlenty has propoaedodest $77.3 million reduction in sales taxes
for FY 2009, but this is more than offset with $IB#illion in other tax and fee hikes.”

[National Taxpayer’s Union Blog, 7/2/08]

The Cato Institute Called Pawlenty a “Big Spender.”In a June 2008 blog post, the Cato
Institute called Pawlenty an “economic populist &igispender generally.” [Cato Institute Blog
Post, 6/24/08]

Political Lightweight

Pawlenty Has Twice Failed to Get 50% in His Guberntrial Races.Pawlenty won in 2002
with 44% of the vote to 36% for the Democrat Seogé& Moe and 16% for Independence Party
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candidate Tim Penny. In 2006, Pawlenty barely sed/iwinning 47% to 46% over Democrat
Mike Hatch, with Independence Party candidate Retechinson garnering 6%. [National
Journal’s Almanac of American Politics]

Since Pawlenty Became Governor, Minnesota Republina Have Lost 43 Legislative Seats.
Since 2002, Republicans have lost 33 seats in thaédota House of Representatives, falling
from 81 in January 2003 (with one Republican vagatidhe time) to 49 today. In the Senate,
Republicans have lost 10 members, falling fromr8January 2003 (with one Independence
Party member caucusing with the Republicans dtitie) to 22 today. [Minnesota Legislature,
House of Representatives data, Accessed 2/7/0&t&data, Accessed 2/7/08; DFL Press
Release, 2/7/08]

Despite Pawlenty Endorsement, McCain Lost Minnesot&aucuses by 19 Pointshe
Washington Post’s The Fix Blog wrote, “The lackagbolitical operation (for Pawlenty in
Minnesota) was put in sharp relief earlier thisry@hen Pawlenty was unable to deliver a
victory for McCain in the state’s Feb. 5 caucugdthough the vote came after it was clear that
McCain was the frontrunner for the nomination, Remtrounced the Arizona Senator by 19
points in the caucuses. Pawlenty’s inability tokoap his endorsement of McCain with a win in
his state suggests a woefully weak political openat [Washington Post’s The Fix blog,
6/20/08]

On Caucus Night, Democrats Almost Quadrupled TheiRepublican Counterparts in
Turnout in Minnesota. The Pioneer Press reported, “An estimated 24000G:rs turned out
for DFL caucuses on February 5, compared to ab®006 Republicans.” [Pioneer Press,
2/7/08]
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