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Based on Donna F. St. John’s 4 Tiers to a Quality Lesson Plan 
Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University 

Welded Thoughts 
 

Grade(s): 5th or Middle School/ High School 
Allocated Time: 2 art periods – elementary, one week for middle/high school 
Outcome Statement:  By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to compare and contrast three different sculptures by three different artists.  TLW 
collaborate in teams on a theme for their installation.  TLW create elements to add to the total whole of the cut-paper piece.   
Objectives:  What will the student learn by the end of the 
lesson? To work cooperatively in teams.  Students 
will have learned to create a three-dimensional 
piece of artwork only using paper, scissors and 
glue.  Students will have learned to speak both 
individually and collectively as a group about their 
artwork. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visual Arts Standards:  3 - 4 listed  
PERFORM-Standard 1: Apply skills and knowledge to perform 
in the arts.  (VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 
ART.VA.I.5.1 Use materials, techniques, media, technology, and 
processes to communicate ideas and experiences. 
ART.VA.I.5.4 Participate in the process and delivery of a final 
product for exhibition or presentation. 
CREATE-Standard 2: Apply skills and knowledge to create in 
the arts.  (VPAA: C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, P1, P2, P4, R1, R4) 
ART.VA.II.5.1 Synthesize the knowledge of materials, 
techniques, and processes to create artwork. 
ART.VA.II.5.4 Select and use subject matter, symbols, and 
ideas to communicate meaning. 
ANALYZE-Standard 3: Analyze, describe, and evaluate works 
of art.  (VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
ART.VA.III.5.3 Understand and respect that there are different 
responses to specific art works in a global community. 
ART.VA.III.5.4 Analyze the characteristics of personal artwork. 
ANALYZE IN CONTEXT-Standard 4: Understand, analyze, and 
describe the arts in their historical, social, and cultural 
contexts.  (VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
ART.VA.IV.5.2 Compare and contrast works of art as 
belonging to particular cultures, times, and places. 
ANALYZE AND MAKE CONNECTIONS-Standard 5: Recognize, 
analyze, and describe connections among the arts; between 
the arts and other disciplines; between the arts and everyday 
life.  (VPAA: C2, C3, C4, C5, P2, P3, R1, R2, R3, R4) 
ART.VA.V.5.1 Explain how visual arts have inherent 
relationships to everyday life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Integrated Standards:  Less than VA standards 
MI.LA.10-12.03.03 
Read and write fluently, speak confidently, listen and interact 
appropriately, view critically, and represent creatively. 
Examples include speaking publicly, demonstrating teamwork 
skills, debating formally, performing literature, and 
interviewing for emp 
MI.LA.10-12.12.01 
Apply sets of standards for individual use according to the 
purpose of the communication context. An example is 
comparing and contrasting standards in the evaluation of a 
popular movie, television program, article, or presentation on 
the same topic. 
MI.CE.10-12.06.06.13 
Organize and communicate with members of a team using 
varied methods of communication. 
MI.CE.10-12.07.07.01 
Exhibit teamwork skills. 
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Dr. Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences:  
Existentialist (“BIG picture smart”): See the overall theme how it’s going to 
be carried out 
Interpersonal intelligence (“people smart”): By working in groups 
Spatial intelligence (“picture smart”): By having their idea of what it’s going 
to look like in their part of the overall instillation. 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Anthony Gregorc’s Mind Styles®: These include Concrete Sequential (CS), Abstract 
Random (AR), Abstract Sequential (AS), Concrete Random (CR) 

Concrete Sequential: The plan of comparing and contrasting the three art 
pieces that were discussed in class.   
Abstract Random: The instillation of objects from the beginning of the lesson 
will draw them in. 
Abstract Sequential: They could write about their experience in the 
collaborative group and their contribution to the artwork and then present it. 
Concrete Random: Executing the overall theme of the project with a visual 
representation of the theme. 

Materials:  All consumable supplies 
Chart paper, markers, visual aides, scissors, glue, tape, paper clips, 
construction paper, etc… 

 

Concepts/Vocabulary: listed 
3D, Sculpture, Metal, Layered, Welded, relief vs. experiential, collaboration, one 
as part of the whole, 
 

Anticipatory Set:  How will you grab the students’ attention?	  	   
Students will walk in and view different items hanging from the ceiling.  Teacher will ask students why they think the items are hanging from the ceiling.   
 
Procedure:  
Beginning: Students will walk in and view different items hanging from the ceiling.  Teacher will ask students why they think the items are hanging from the 
ceiling.  Teacher to introduce main artpiece by Yockey.  Discussion of layering of thoughts/ images/ memories, etc…  Next students will work in groups to 
compare and contrast the three pieces of ART from Nevelson, Plensa, and Yockey and write their findings on the chart paper with marker.  Groups will report 
out their TOP 3 for each category.  Chart papers will be hung for all to see. 
 
Middle: Have groups brainstorm their theme idea for their layered paper sculpture.  Each group will have materials to utilize in their creation.  Each 
installation must have layers and be completely made from the paper scraps provided.  They are to take inspiration from the three examples given in the 
lecture. 
 
End: Students will install their piece and give it a title.  Each student will be responsible for writing about their contribution to the total piece as well as what 
its theme means to them.  The culmination will be oral presentations from each group on their piece and its theme. 
 
Closure Questions:  This is a recap of what the objectives were through closure 
questions, role playing, 3-second activity that focuses students on lesson priorities. 	  	  (This 
should include vocabulary) 

1. What does your installation’s theme mean to you? 
2. How do you feel about collaborative pieces of ART? 
3. Which of the 3 main pieces do you like best and why? 

Accommodations:	  List any accommodations that you have provided for student disabilities.	  
1. Additional steps with personal checklist (LD) 
2. Adapted materials for those with fine motor and proprioceptive system 

limitations 
3. Those with emotional impairments – groups would be smaller and 

monitored more closely by the teacher 
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Resources: list YouTube links, videos, books, websites, etc. 
Meijer Gardens – three pieces on display  
Christopher Yockey 
Entry Details 
Art form: 3-D 
Medium: painted and stainless steel 
Year created: 2014 
Height: 30.5 inches 
Reference both the Louise Nevelson “Atmosphere and Environment XI” 
and the Jaume Plensa “I, you, she, or he…” sculptures already at the 
Fredrik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park 
Gates of Hell by Rodin  
View multiple images by the artist Louise Nevelson 
Paper sculptures by Kara Walker 
Site:Lab – space/time specific work 

Assessment:	  What is the evidence that students have achieved or met the objectives?  Is there a 
rubric that will aid in the assessment of the	  student performance? 
Compare/Contrast: Chart paper with comparisons and contrasts written, and 
each person has contributed. 
The instillation would be graded as a whole to see if it had been done as a whole. 
For the writing – each individual’s writing piece as well as their contribution to 
the oral presentation of the instillation.  
Rubric to be designed by the individual teacher. 
 

 
 
Self-evaluation:	  What were the strengths and weaknesses of the lesson?  How did the students respond to the lesson?  What would you change? 

 


