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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS
BUSING

•  Teachers may apply for a transportation grant of up to $100 per school. Forms are online at  

www.artprize.org/education. The Transportation Reimbursement link will be active starting  

September 3rd.

•  Students may be unloaded at a venue. All buses must park at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum Parking 

Area OR the City lot behind the Van Andel Arena, underneath the highway.

•  School groups can ride the Rapid, our public transportation, for only 25¢ a person! You must contact the 

Rapid ahead of time to schedule your trip. www.ridetherapid.org or 616.456.7415

CHAPERONES
Chaperones must supervise and accompany their students at all times. Classroom teachers and chaperones 

are responsible for ensuring the students behave appropriately during their field trip. We require one 

chaperone for every 10 participating students.

VENUE ETIQUETTE
• Food and drink CANNOT be brought into the venues.

• School backpacks are NOT allowed in the venues. Please leave them at school or on the bus. 

• Please silence all cell phones inside venues.

• Flash photography is NOT permitted inside venues. 

• DO NOT TOUCH the artwork (both inside and outside).

LUNCH
Participating venues do not have the space to accommodate your school during lunchtime. Please feel free  

to bring a sack lunch and eat outside. Don’t forget to pick up your trash! 

CAR/VAN PARKING
There are a variety of parking structures located in downtown Grand Rapids. In addition, there is metered 

parking on the street (most metered parking is limited to 1 – 3 hours, and is strictly enforced). The parking 

garage on Louis St. and Ionia St. offers one hour of free parking before 6 pm.

ACCESSIBILITY
All participating venues are fully accessible and meet the Americans for Disabilities Act guidelines. 

VIDEOTAPING AND PHOTOGRAPHY
Videotaping and photography will take place at some venues. If you or your students do not wish to be 

recorded, please avoid these areas. They will be clearly marked.

WEATHER
You will spend some of the day outside, so be prepared for inclement weather. 

AUDIO GUIDES
If you see this graphic next to an artist’s name, it means that he/she has recorded an interpretive statement 

about his/her work. We encourage you to use your cell phones to dial the phone number that is listed and 

listen directly to the artist. 
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A. Blue Bridge 
 Blue Footbridge 

B. Grand Rapids Public Museum 
 272 Pearl Street NW

C. Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 
 303 Pearl St. NW

D. Ah-Nab-Awen Park 
 303 Pearl Street NW

E. Gillett Bridge 
 Interurban / Richard Gillette Bridge

F. Calder Plaza 
 250 Monroe Ave. NW

PARTICIPATING VENUES 

G. Kendall College of Art & Design 
 17 Pearl St NW 

H. Grand Rapids Children’s Museum 
 11 Sheldon Avenue NE

I. St. Cecilia Music Center 
 24 Ransom Ave NE

J. UICA 
 2 Fulton West

K. Cathedral Square 
 360 Division Ave. S.

L. Grand Rapids Downtown Market 
 435 Ionia Ave SW

A.  Blue Bridge........................................................... pg. 

B. Grand Rapids Public Museum....................... pg.

C. Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum........... pg.

D. Ah-Nah-Awen Park............................................ pg.

E. Gillett Bridge......................................................... pg. 

F. Calder Plaza.......................................................... pg.

G. Kendall College of Art & Design of FSU .... pg.

H. Grand Rapids Children’s Museum................. pg.

I. St. Cecilia Music Center................................... pg.

J. Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts..... pg.

K. Cathedral Square............................................... pg

L. Grand Rapids  Downtown Market............... pg.
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WHAT IS ARTPRIZE?
ARTPRIZE FACTS 2014
The ArtPrize® event is a 19-day international art competition, open to any artist and decided by public vote, 
promoting critical dialogue and collaboration throughout the year. 

Two grand prizes of $200,000 are awarded.  One is decided by a public vote, the other is a juried award 
selected by a panel of international arts professionals. All prizes combined total $560,000, creating the  
world’s largest art competition.

PRIZES 

ArtPrize is a radically open platform that is all-inclusive, based on these principles: anyone can be an artist, a 
venue, a sponsor or a critic. We enable conversations about ideas and encourage experimentation of urban 
spaces. The ArtPrize organization doesn’t select artists and we don’t select venues. We don’t know where the 
dialog is going or what it will do; because its success is built upon each person’s ability to define his or her 
own concept within the ArtPrize framework.

*When an artist wins both their category and the Grand Prize,  
they will be awarded the greater of the two prizes.

ADDITIONAL 
AWARDS

The curator of one  
venue will be awarded 
the $20,000 Outstanding 
Venue Juried Award. 

Sponsored by Grand  
Valley State University.  

$20,000 
OUTSTANDING  
VENUE AWARD

The Ox-Bow Residency 
Award offers one artist a 
free five week residency  
at their historic Saugatuck, 
Michigan facility.

OX-BOW  
RESIDENCY  
AWARD

JURIED VOTE 
AWARDS

SPONSORED BY ITC, YOUR  
ENERGY SUPERHIGHWAY

SPONSORED BY KENDALL  
COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN  
OF FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY

SPONSORED BY HAWORTH

PUBLIC VOTE 
AWARDS

SPONSORED BY  
FOREMOST INSURANCE

SPONSORED BY MEIJER

SPONSORED BY DELOITTE

PUBLIC VOTE 
AWARDS
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WELCOME TO ARTPRIZE 2014!
WHAT IS ART? 
Well, there is no right or wrong answer to this question. In fact, as you utilize this packet and continue to 
observe and discuss art, there will be no right or wrong answers at all!

Before you begin on your self-guided tour, we ask that you please, refrain from reading artist statements and 
bios until AFTER you go through the following activities. While artist statements are very interesting and 
helpful, we don’t want to undervalue the importance of your individual perception and interpretation of a work 
of art. Your impression is just as important as what the artist says in his or her statement/bio.

Now, let’s try some questions that will jump-start the brain and get the creative juices flowing.
 What is art?
 What is an artist?
 Are you an artist? If so, what makes you an artist?

Next we’re going to look at a number of pieces (see page 5). Here’s the general outline of how we’re going to 
view and discuss each piece.

First, we’re going to take two minutes to silently observe the piece. There may be one or two questions to 
ponder while we are participating in quiet observation

Next we’ll ask a couple of questions:
 What do you see or hear? Describe EVERYTHING!
 What was missed?
 What do you see/hear differently after looking at/listening to this work for two minutes?

Now we’ll discuss in greater detail
 How would you describe this piece?
 What is happening?

We’ll continue to reflect on the piece
 What is the mood of the piece?
 What was the artist trying to convey?
 What is the story?

Lastly we’ll ask everyone to relate to the piece on a personal level
 How is this like your everyday life?
 What does it make you think of?
 Do you see/hear it differently now than you first saw it?

After this last discussion, we’ll relate the discussion back to the artist statement or bio. Chances are you  
will realize that you’ve touched on some of the points that the artist makes about his or her piece.
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GLOSSARY
Abstraction - Artwork that reduces natural appearances to simplified or nonrepresentational forms. 
Abstraction can also be conceptual, such as when a sentence or subject matter is cut up in order to make 
nonsensical or unreal meanings. A characteristic trait of twentieth-century and Modern art, abstraction is used 
by many artists working today; some combine representational and abstract elements while others make 
works without recognizable people, places, or things.

Casting - A sculptural process, done by pouring a liquid material into a mold and allowing it to cool or harden. 
Casting is used to make a replica of an object or to make groups of identical objects. Many mass-produced 
commercial objects, such as toys and dinnerware, are casts.

Collaboration - A cooperative working arrangement between an artist and another person, group, or 
institution. Artists often work in collaboration with a variety of specialists, assistants, colleagues, and 
audiences. Some artists even form long-term working partnerships with other artists—these are seen as 
distinct from collaborations, which are often temporary.

Conceptual - A concept is a thought or idea; a frame of mind that can include imagination, opinion, and logic. 
Concept-based or conceptual art emphasizes that the idea is equal to, if not more important than, the finished 
product. Conceptual art can take many forms, from photographs to texts to videos, and sometimes there is no 
art object at all. Emphasizing the ways things exist or are created more than how they look, conceptual art 
often raises questions about what a work of art is or can be. Conceptual art is also often difficult to collect or 
preserve, as it can be the artist’s own experience that is the work of art.

Fabrication - The act of forming something into a whole by constructing, framing, or uniting its parts. The 
fabrication of a work of art often involves the collaboration of specialists, who provide skills and specialized 
machines or processes to realize the artwork.

Metaphor - From an ancient Greek word, meaning “to transfer.” A figure of speech or art in which one word, 
idea, image, or object is used in place of another, to suggest a likeness or analogy between them. Artists use 
metaphor to bridge differences between seemingly dissimilar images and ideas.

Narrative - The representation in art of an event or story. Whether a literal story, event, or subject—or a more 
abstract relationship between colors, forms, and materials—narrative in visual art applies as much to the story 
conveyed by the artwork as it does to the viewer›s perception and experience of the artwork.

Rhythm - In the performance arts rhythm is the timing of events on a human scale; of musical sounds and 
silences, of the steps of a dance, or the meter of spoken language and poetry. Rhythm may also refer to visual 
presentation, as “timed movement through space” and a common language of pattern unites rhythm with 
geometry.

Spirituality - A questioning of humanity’s place in the universe, marked by an interest in self-reflection, 
mortality, and meditation. Spirituality is often associated with things that are mysterious, felt before they are 
understood, and beyond the scope of human thought, time, and history. Distinct from religion, spirituality is an 
attitude and not an organized set of rituals or beliefs.

Site-specific - Describes works of art that are designed for a particular place; may be permanent or 
impermanent. Some site-specific works are located in remote places, and the experience of the artwork is 
often limited to photographic documentation and verbal explanation.
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BLUE BRIDGE BLUE FOOTBRIDGE

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The Blue Bridge is an iconic pedestrian bridge in the heart of downtown. Located between Fulton and Pearl, the 
bridge connects the city center on the East bank to the Grand Rapids Public Museum and Grand Valley State 
University facilities on the West.

WALK-IN CAMERA OBSCURA 
BRADLEY PRODUCTIONS
Camera obscura is a darkened enclosure in which images of outside objects are projected through a small 
aperture or lens onto a facing surface. In this case, the camera obscura will be big enough for visitors to walk 
inside of so they can see the beautiful live images reproduced by the obscura right in front of them! As cinema-
tographers and photographers the artists want to build this obscura out of respect for one of oldest forms of 
image technology in history in a way that hasn’t been seen by Grand Rapids before!

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
The camera obscura is a device that helped artists to draw what they saw around them before cameras were 
invented. It allows you to focus in on a specific area. Everyone take two minutes, focus in on a different 
area, and sketch it. Compare your drawings. 

What is similar? What is different? Discuss the artistic choices you made in focusing in on the area that you did.

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 12:00 pm–10:00 pm 
Sun 12:00 pm–6:00 pm

NEED IMAGE
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GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC MUSEUM 272 PEARL STREET, NW

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The Grand Rapids Public Museum was founded in 1854 as the Grand Rapids Lyceum of Natural History and has been 
an educational resource in the community ever since. The Grand Rapids Public Museum curates a rewarding 
experience with great, approachable art that is intriguing, distinctive and engages the viewer’s capacity for awe, 
curiosity, and a sense of humor.

PERSPECTIVES ON TRANSFORMATION IN COMMUNITY 
GRAND RAPIDS CHILD DISCOVERY CENTER
Perspectives on Transformation in Community is a series of five historical images of Grand Rapids. To create this 
piece the precise locations of the images as well as the site from which they were taken were investigated. The 
photographs were then enlarged and strategically placed in a position that allows the observer a perspective on 
transformation in community. 

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
First note the differences you can see between the old photograph and Grand Rapids today. Do you think the 
changes in our community have been for the better or for the worse? What are some specific innovations or 
technologies that have either hindered or helped our modern world? Why do you think the artist wants us to think 
about these things?

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Sun 12:00 pm–6:00 pm
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GERALD R. FORD PRESIDENTIAL MUSEUM 303 PEARL ST NW

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum helps visitors become part of history through traditional exhibits, 
educational programming, and special events, such as ArtPrize. Thought the museum focuses on the life and 
times of the 38th president, Ford wanted it to be a “classroom of American democracy.”

GRAVITY 
DEAN KUGLER
This sculpture is titled Gravity.  The artist presents a 
figure that, while having the ability of flight, is ground-
ed, representing unrealized potential. In addition, the 
duality of using an angelic subject matter in a gar-
goyle type pose creates a contrasting energy. Made 
from resin, the 17’ tall sculpture will be much lighter 
than it appears.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
Although the figure has wings, he is not able to fly. 
As viewer, what do you think this symbolizes? How 
does the artist create a strong sense of the figure 
being “grounded” or tethered to the earth? What is 
the body language suggesting?

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Sun 12:00 pm–6:00 pm

BEAUTY OF COMPROMISE 
JERRY WARD
Carved from a single piece of spaulted hard maple, 
Beauty of Compromise depicts opposing elements as 
they struggle in an upward spiral eventually reaching 
a point where the meld in agreement on a direction.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
When you look at the sculpture, what kind of mood is 
it expressing? Describe the lines and shapes in this 
piece. Are they soft or harsh? Geometric or organic? 
How do these affect the mood? It was carved com-
pletely from a single piece of wood. How does this 
contribute to the artwork’s message?
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AH-NAB-AWEN PARK 303 PEARL STREET NW

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
This park is adjacent to the Gerald R. Ford Museum and visible from the DeVos Convention Center  
(across the river). The park offers ample green space and a fantastic view of the Grand Rapids skyline.

BEFORE I DIE 
CANDY CHANG
Candy Chang created the original wall on an aban-
doned house in her neighborhood in New Orleans 
after losing someone she loved. Since then, over 500 
“Before I Die walls” have been created in over 60 
countries and stenciled in over 30 languages by 
passionate people around the world. Each wall is 
unique and reflects the people of that community. 
Filled with an honest mess of longing, pain, joy, 
insecurity, gratitude, fear, and wonder, the Before I 
Die wall encourages communal introspection to help 
us make sense of the beauty and tragedy of life with 
the people around us.

ACTIVITY
Take a few moments to reflect on your bucket list. 
What do you want to do before you die? Write your 
own hopes or aspirations on the wall and then read 
what others have written. Think about the differences 
between many of the answers. How are your goals 
different from those around you? 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Sun 12:00 pm–6:00 pm

YOU ARE HERE 
JENNY USTICK 
Metanoia: You Are Here features laser etchings of 
individuals from the Grand Rapids area and QR 
codes that allow viewers to connect with the indi-
viduals featured and share their own experience on 
social media. The piece seeks to show the diversity 
of the community and allow viewers to connect on 
both an individual and global level to the artwork, 
the city, and the residents of the region.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
If you have a smartphone, scan a few of the codes on 
the different figures to find out more about them. 
Interact with the piece. Each figure is a resident of 
the region, so what are their similarities and differ-
ences? Can you relate to any of the figures person-
ally or do any of the figures resemble yourself? Look 
at your own reflection in the mirror. 

Why do you think the artist chose to etch the 
drawings on mirrors? What is the artist’s message?
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GILLETT BRIDGE 

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
Gillett Bridge is a pedestrian walkway that spans the Grand River in Downtown Grand Rapids. The bridge connects 
the two landmarks, the Gerald R. Ford Museum and DeVos Place.

THE GRAND RIVER CHECKPOINT PROJECT 
BJORN SPARRMAN
This piece marks the border between eastern and western Grand Rapids. Standing in the middle of the Gillette 
Bridge, this checkpoint is complete with guardhouse, Gillette Bridge border control officer, and an array of 
regulatory and informational signs. Made possible by ArtPrize Pitch Night Minneapolis, ‘The Grand River 
Checkpoint Project’ was selected from among a field of exclusively Minnesota based artists to execute a 
project on the Gillette Bridge.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS 
Cross the border. Is this piece physically beautiful? Does art have to be beautiful? What message is the artist 
trying to make? How do you feel about your experience with this piece?

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 5:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Sun 12:00 pm–6:00 pm
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VANDENBERG (CALDER) PLAZA 300 MONROE NW

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The VandenBerg Plaza, commonly referred to as the Calder Plaza because of the presence of Alexander Calder’s La 
Grande Vitesse, a stabile created for the people of Grand Rapids. The plaza is a large open area that serves as the 
campus for city, county, and federal government buildings.

ANIMALS IN EXTINCTION 
ART NOL
Animals in Extinction is a participatory artwork in which people are invited to engage into helping in the ‘work in 
progress’ large painting started by the artist. The work is incomplete so that people can actively get involved, by 
making small drawings, paintings or any creative act in order to make ourselves more conscious about saving our 
planet and doing something rather than being only spectators. 

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS 
Get involved with the piece. Do some of the activities and help the artist finish the painting. How can you help to 
preserve our animals and their environments?

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 5:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Sun 12:00 pm–6:00 pm
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KENDALL COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN 17 PEARL STREET, NW

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
Kendall College of Art and Design has always been indelibly woven into the fabric of Grand Rapids. Born out of the 
bold, visionary spirit of those who built the city’s furniture industry, KCAD has continued its leadership in art and 
design education into the 21st century, and remains deeply committed to the facilitation of sustainable, innovative 
growth in West Michigan and beyond.

OPERATION PAYDIRT 
MEL CHIN
All across the country people are drawing Fundred 
Dollar Bills – original, hand drawn interpretations of 
$100 bills. They are designed to raise awareness of 
the environmental threat of lead (Pb) contaminated 
soil that puts thousands of children at risk for severe 
learning disabilities and behavioral problems and 
offer the voices of democratic expression for the 
solution. The Fundred Dollar Bill “artworks” are 
being collected by armored truck and will be 
delivered to Washington DC. 

ACTIVITY
Chin is using his art to bring awareness of the health 
and environmental risks going on in New Orleans. What 
do you think his statement is by having artwork drawn 
on money and sent to Washington? The images shown 
on money are always of people, places, and events that 
have changed the history of a country in a positive way. 
What do you think his message is to Washington by 
having people send $100 bills with new images? Who 
would you choose to show on a $100 bill? Describe 
what they have done to make the world better for 
people; this can be someone in the arts, science, 
technology, active in environmental or human rights 
issues, etc. What event would you show? How has it 
changed the US or the world?

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 10:00 am–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 10:00 am–8:00 pm 
Sun 10:00 am–6:00 pm

TENGO HAMBRE 
MAXIMO GONZALES
Tengo Hambre (I’m Hungry) is based on a technique 
that can be found in many countries where a proper 
noun is written on a grain of rice and encapsulated 
inside a crystal in order for it to be worn as a neck-
lace. Instead, Máximo asked the craftsman to write 
‘Tengo hambre’ (I’m hungry) on each grain. Each one 
of the capsules is then set in the wall generating a 
crystalline mural that the audience barely notices.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
The rice represents multiple things. What do you 
think they may be? Why do you think the artist 
choose rice for this piece?  Why do you think the 
artist has the same message on each grain of rice? 
What impact does that make on the viewer versus a 
different message on each grain? Gonzalez purpose-
fully has the artwork almost disappear on the wall, 
potentially going unnoticed by someone walking by. 
What do you think the symbolism is in making the 
artwork virtually invisible?



16

GRAND RAPIDS CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  11 SHELDON AVE NE

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum is located in the heart of Downtown Grand Rapids across from Veteran’s 
Park, making it a perfect stop on your Artprize journey. The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum celebrates 
childhood, learning and exploration.

EVEREST EASEL 
RUSSELL RIENDEAU
The artist, Russell Riendeau wanted this sculpture to 
encourage viewers to look through the open frame and 
see what opportunities we can paint for our own lives. 
Life is imperfect—like Everest’s bent limbs and frame—
and we can adapt our lives to help us attain our goals 
and encourage young people to dream, to try for the 
fun of it, and not worry about the outcome. Riendeau 
built Everest with hopes of installing her in a public 
space to generate fun, community, and encourage 
others to set big goals and just start with a single step.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
When you look at the piece, what can you see 
through the frame? How can you use what you see  
as inspiration, for your art or for your own life? If you 
could move the easel where would you place it? 
What would be the everyday painting you would 
want to see through its frame?

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 9:00 am–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 9:00 am–8:00 pm 
Sun 12:00 pm–6:00 pm

THE COOPERATIVE PHONOGRAPH 
MICHAEL FLYNN
This shared-control interface encourages users to 
cooperate and interact with each other, fostering a 
sense of community in public spaces through coop-
erative play. It has been awarded 3 blue ribbons at 
2013 Maker Faire technology festival in New York City 
and two blue ribbons at Maker Faire Detroit.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
One person spins the huge record disc to maintain 
the rotation frequency (musical pitch), while another 
person holds the sound wave scraper and controls 
the amplitude (volume) of the musical experience. 
What was it like having to cooperate with another 
person to create something? How long did it take 
you to find your groove? Why is it important to  
work well with others?
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NUMBERS EVERYWHERE 
KEVIN KAMMERAAD AND FRIENDS
Numbers Everywhere is a 3-D, time based,  
mixed media sculpture and song.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS 
Sing and dance along with the song. How does the 
song interact with the sculpture? Think about the 
message of the piece. Numbers ARE everywhere! 
How do you use numbers in your every day life?

GRAND RAPIDS CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  CONTINUED
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ST. CECILIA MUSIC CENTER 24 RANSOM AVE, NE

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
St. Cecilia Music Center is the only organization of its kind in West Michigan.  Since 1883, its mission has been to 
promote the appreciation, study and performance of music in order to enrich the human spirit and enhance the 
quality of life for the residents of West Michigan. St. Cecilia Music Center enjoys the distinction of being the “mother 
of the arts” in Grand Rapids.  Many of the city’s most prominent arts organizations trace their roots to programs that 
originated at St. Cecilia Music Center.

SOUNDS 
ALBERTO GOMEZ
Sounds is a tribute to the universal language of music.  In this work, Alberto Gomez paints a visual expression 
of his schizophrenic mother’s speech, which mixes past, present and future tenses together.  His mother’s 
jumbled perceptions have become an inspiration to Alberto’s art as he blurs the boundaries of time by show-
ing the many layers of memory.  He constantly and humbly tries to catch the dialogue between the painting 
and the feeling, as well as the composition and details of the Great Masters.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
Take two minutes to silently observe this artwork then answer the following questions: 

How many instruments do you see? How does the art make you feel?  Can you hear music in the art? What types of 
music do you hear? Write a story about what is happening in this painting? Do you want to be IN the art?  Why?  
Why not? LOOK carefully at the other art in the room. How does it make you feel?  Is the music loud or soft?

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Sun 12:00 pm–6:00 pm
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URBAN INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART 2 FULTON, W

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The UICA builds creative community by fostering new forms of expression, promoting collaboration, and 
providing genuine experiences with contemporary art. Through compelling presentations, studio programs, 
community programs, and youth development, they actively challenge both artists and audiences to new levels 
of dialogue, creative pursuit, reflection, and illumination.  The UICA initiates conversation in response to visual 
art, music, film, literature, dance, and performance art featuring regional, national, and international artists.

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 12:00 pm–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 12:00 pm–9:00 pm 
Sun 12:00 pm–6:00 pm

BIO INTERLOPER 
CRYSTAL WAGNER
Bio Interloper is a large-scale site-specific installation 
made using everyday materials: a torrent of plastic 
that reminds us of our smallness and our lack of 
control over the natural world. Wagner is interested 
in the increasingly severe divide between human 
beings and their natural world. As people become 
more and more submerged in their modern land-
scapes and technologies, their relationship with the 
world outside of their cultivated spaces becomes 
more foreign. The installations are made using 
everyday materials purchased from dollar stores.

FEEL BEAUTY 
HARK + HARK
Feel Beauty is a Fiber Mural exhibit that engages the 
senses: viewers are encouraged to touch and feel their 
way through the mural. Feel Beauty was completed 
using all monochromatic white fibers connected in 
various sized embroidery hoops. Technical fiber manipu-
lations were employed to create different sensual 
topographies, from hard to soft, round to ridged and 
deep to shallow. This mural seeks to raise awareness 
regarding blindness, and how blind individuals learn 
through senses rather than sight. This piece explores the 
tension between what we see and feel. This collabora-
tive piece was designed by Hark + Hark, and executed 
with the assistance of UC professor Brooke Brandewie 
and 29 local fiber artists from Cincinnati, OH.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
Examine both Wagner’s piece Bio Interloper and Hark + Hark’s Feel Beauty. One is pure visual texture, to be seen 
and not to be touched, but the viewers are asked to directly participate by touching the other artwork itself. 
Each work is made from everyday materials and employs collaboration in its creation. Think carefully about your 
relationship as a viewer to the artwork: in each case, the viewer is asked to collaborate with the artist on the final 
content for the piece. How you would describe either work to another person? Would you describe it by sight, or 
by touch? What does beauty feel like?
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CATHEDRAL SQUARE 360 DIVISION AVE, S

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
Cathedral Square is located in the Heartside Neighborhood of Grand Rapids. It is a contemplative space where 
large windows and an open floor plan give visitors the opportunity to view art at their own pace. This year’s 
exhibit features artwork which explores rhythm both conceptually and formally.

AUGUST FIELD 
SANDI LUMMEN
Sandi Lummen, a Professor Emeritus of Kendall 
College of Art and Design, grew up on a farm in 
Ionia County, Michigan and uses the agricultural and 
ancestral surroundings of her childhood as a basis 
for her landscape oil paintings. Her work usually 
includes marks of human interaction with the land, 
such as structures, roads, or fence posts. Lummen’s 
August Field is part of a series of Leelanau farms 
and fields and captures rhythm both in composi-
tional structure and concept.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
Look at the piece closely. Examine the construction 
of the landscape, the lines, shapes, and materials.  
The artist focuses on rhythm, which is typically 
associated with music in this piece. 

So how does a piece of Visual Art contain rhythm? Do 
you recognize any rhythm in this piece? Why or why not? 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 9:00 am–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 10:00 am–8:00 pm 
Sun 10:00 am–6:00 pm

URBAN TUMBLEWEED 
NATHAN LAREAU
The sculpture’s rhythm of movement and of sound 
becomes shaped by the physical characteristics of 
the terrain. By juxtaposing the visual of the sculpture 
in movement with the sounds the sculpture captured, 
Lareau lets the topography of the environment write 
the video’s musical score and asks viewers to re-
examine the relationship between visual and musical 
rhythms in everyday life.

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
Does the sight of the Rhythm Rover or “tumbleweed” 
influence your experience of the music? What would 
you think if there wasn’t a visual component? Create 
a dance or movement to this music. Is it slow or fast? 
Mellow or Chaotic?
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GRAND RAPIDS DOWNTOWN MARKET 435 IONIA AVE, SW

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The Downtown Market is a hub of local food innovation, healthy-living education, and opportunities for entrepreneurs. 
At the same time, the Market offers an urban experience that not only supports local agriculture but one that also 
helps grow small businesses, and helps develop the neighborhood and community around the market.

BLOOM BLOOM 
DANA LYNN HARPER
Bloom Bloom explores moments of self-transcen-
dence, where time is slowed down and the outside 
world is forgotten, a place where the spirit rises and 
the physical falls. For the viewer this results in a visual 
feast of color and light. Flashing lights, dancing tinsel 
and unapologetic fluorescent colors are not only a 
testament to the beauty of life, but to the ever-en-
compassing joy. 

ACTIVITY
Sit in a circle under the piece. Do you feel like you 
are somewhere else, separated from the world? 
How does the bold color make you feel? Go around 
the circle and have each person say a word that 
describes how they are feeling. Is the experience 
the same for everyone or does it differ? Why do 
you think this is?

HOURS OF OPERATION 
Mon-Thurs 9:00 am–8:00 pm 
Fri & Sat 9:00 am–8:00 pm 
Sun 10:00 am–7:00 pm

MISSISSIPPI FLYWAY: ALIVE IN THE SKY 
WE ARE GAME
Artists feature 17 species which are considered priority 
conservation species by the National Audubon Society. 
Each species is visually represented twice, from below, 
and a partial side view, as soaring kites, constructed 
from kozo paper with a bamboo frame, stylized 
painting. The 34 birds are connected by ribbon tails, 
illustrating their flight path along the flyway. “Airline 
tickets” created for each species note the name, 
departure, arrival, gate, cost, and liability waiver.

ACTIVITY
Think about the actual or perceived interaction 
between humanity and the artwork. And between 
humanity and these species of birds in real life. What 
do you think is the artist’s intention in representing 
the birds as paper kites? What is the artist’s intention 
in creating “Airline tickets” for each species? Why do 
you think these birds are endangered?
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ARTPRIZE MAD LIB

We went to ArtPrize today!  First, we saw the____________________________ at  
                                     noun

________________________ it was _____________________. Then, we met a(n)
                 Artprize venue    adjective

_____________ sculptor who_____________________   ________________some 
          Adjective adverb                                         past tense verb 

________________ onto her sculpture. I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw the 
            Art material

_________________    painting that was made out of ____________________.  
                 Adjective                                      Plural noun

From there, we climbed the _________________ to _____________________. 
 Noun         artprize venue

People were __________________ because an artist was____________________.
 Verb ending in ing                          verb ending in ing

I learned so much about art today!

We would appreciate it SO much if you could find a quick minute to take our 5 minute survey regarding 
this Self-Guided Tour.  

Please visit artprize.org/education




