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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
BUSING

•  Riders may be unloaded at a venue.  After which, all buses must park at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 

Museum Parking Area OR the City lot behind the Van Andel Arena, underneath the highway.

•  Ride the Rapid!  Visit www.ridetherapid.org or call 616.456.7415 for routes and pricing information on our 

affordable and convenient public transportation with The Rapid.

VENUE ETIQUETTE
• Food and drink CANNOT be brought into the venues.

• Please silence all cell phones inside venues.

• Flash photography is NOT permitted inside venues. 

• DO NOT TOUCH the artwork (both inside and outside).

CAR/VAN PARKING
There are a variety of parking structures located in downtown Grand Rapids.  In addition, there is metered 

parking on the street (most metered parking is limited to 1 – 3 hours, and is strictly enforced).  The parking 

garage on Louis St. and Ionia St. offers one hour of free parking before 6 pm. 

ACCESSIBILITY
All participating venues are fully accessible and meet the Americans for Disabilities Act guidelines.  

WEATHER
Many of the venues in this tour are outdoors.  Please be prepared for inclement weather.  Don’t forget your 

umbrella or ponchos if it looks like rain! 

AUDIO GUIDES
If you see this graphic next to an artist’s name, it means that he/she has recorded an interpretive statement 

about his/her work. We encourage you to use your cell phones to dial the phone number that is listed and 

listen directly to the artist.
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WHAT IS IT?
ArtPrize is giving young people the spotlight they deserve! This competition  

is strictly for individuals under the age of 18. All artwork will be created as a 

reaction to your ArtPrize experience, and include three “ArtPrize Elements” such 

as ArtPrize registered works of art, or ArtPrize themes such as “the public vs. the 

juried vote.” Anyone under the age of 18 can enter! The competition is open to 

individuals, school groups, or families. 

HOW DO I ENTER? 
This competition will be entirely online. Just snap a picture or upload a video to 

YouTube and email it to our Education Team (education@artprize.org). All mediums 

are welcome, from video to short stories, photography, painting, drawing, and sculpture. 

WHO WINS? 
ArtStart is a juried award. A committee will select the winners by grade level. 

Everyone who makes the Top 10 will be awarded a gift that encourages him or her 

to continue making art. The winners will be announced during the Public Vote Top 

10 Announcement on September 29. 

For more information, including a “How To” video created by our ArtPrize 

Education Youth Advisory Committee: visit www.artprize.org/education

This program is 
made possible 
thanks to a grant 
from the MCACA.

ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM SEPT. 18–SEPT. 26
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1. Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and Museum 

 303 Pearl St. NW

2. Ah-Nab-Awen Park 

 220 Front Avenue NW

3. Calder Plaza 

 250 Monroe Avenue NW #50

4. Grand Rapids Children’s Museum 

 11 Sheldon Avenue NE

5. St. Cecilia Music Center 

 24 Ransom Ave NE

6. Kilwins 

 146 Monroe Center St NW

7. Grand River 

 Between Gillett Bridge and Pearl Street Bridge

PARTICIPATING VENUES 
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WHAT IS ARTPRIZE?
ARTPRIZE FACTS 2013 
The ArtPrize® event is a 19-day international art competition, open to any artist and decided by public vote, 

promoting critical dialogue and collaboration throughout the year. 

The top prize, which is decided by public vote, is $200,000. Additionally, a panel of international arts 

professionals decides a $100,000 Juried Grand Prize. All prizes combined total $560,000, creating the  

world’s largest art competition.

PRIZES 

ArtPrize is a radically open platform that is all-inclusive, based on these principles: anyone can be an artist, a 

venue, a sponsor or a critic. We enable conversations about ideas and encourage experimentation of urban 

spaces. The ArtPrize organization doesn’t select artists and we don’t select venues. We don’t know where the 

dialog is going or what it will do; because its success is built upon each person’s ability to define his or her 

own concept within the ArtPrize framework.

TOTAL PUBLIC VOTE 
$360,000

TOTAL JURIED 
AWARDS $200,000

JURIED  
GRAND PRIZE

$100,000  

PUBLIC VOTE  
3RD PLACE

$50,000  

PUBLIC VOTE  
2ND PLACE

$75,000  PUBLIC VOTE 
4TH–10TH PLACE
$5,000 EACH

PUBLIC VOTE  
1ST PLACE

$200,000  

3-D JURIED  
$20,000

TIME-BASED JURIED  
$20,000 

2-D JURIED  
$20,000

URBAN SPACE JURIED  
$20,000

VENUE JURIED  
$20,000 
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WELCOME ARTPRIZE 2013!
WHAT IS ART? 
Well, there is no right or wrong answer to this question. In fact, as you utilize this packet and continue to 

observe and discuss art, there will be no right or wrong answers at all!

Before you begin on your self-guided tour, we ask that you please, refrain from reading artist statements and 

bios until AFTER you go through the following activities. While artist statements are very interesting and 

helpful, we don’t want to undervalue the importance of your individual perception and interpretation of a work 

of art. Your impression is just as important as what the artist says in his or her statement/bio.

Now, let’s try some questions that will jump-start the brain and get the creative juices flowing.

 What is art?

 What is an artist?

 Are you an artist? If so, what makes you an artist?

Next we’re going to look at a number of pieces (see page 5). Here’s the general outline of how we’re going to 

view and discuss each piece.

First, we’re going to take two minutes to silently observe the piece. There may be one or two questions to 

ponder while we are participating in quiet observation

Next we’ll ask a couple of questions:

 What do you see or hear? Describe EVERYTHING!

 What was missed?

 What do you see/hear differently after looking at/listening to this work for two minutes?

Now we’ll discuss in greater detail

 How would you describe this piece?

 What is happening?

We’ll continue to reflect on the piece

 What is the mood of the piece?

 What was the artist trying to convey?

 What is the story?

Lastly we’ll ask everyone to relate to the piece on a personal level

 How is this like your everyday life?

 What does it make you think of?

 Do you see/hear it differently now than you first saw it?

After this last discussion, we’ll relate the discussion back to the artist statement or bio. Chances are you  

will realize that you’ve touched on some of the points that the artist makes about his or her piece.
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ARTPRIZE VOCABULARY
THERE ARE THREE BASIC CATEGORIES OF VISUAL ART:
Realistic: In realistic art, the art looks real. For example, a painting of a flower looks like a real flower; a 

sculpture of a person looks like a real person; a drawing of a cat looks like a real cat, and so on. Easy. 

Abstract: When an artwork is abstract, the artist starts with a real idea or object and changes or distorts it. 

Pablo Picasso created some of the most famous abstract artwork. We might recognize a female figure, but we 

would hope to never see a woman who looks like his creations in real life as her eyes might not be in the right 

place, her features are too angular, and her body is twisted in a way that impossible for human bodies to twist. 

Non-representational: This big word is actually fairly simple. If we break it down, “Non” and “represent” are 

the important parts. The artist does not represent anything from reality in his/her work. These works focus on 

line, shape, color, texture, and technique. If you do not recognize any plants, animals, people, buildings, etc in 

an artwork, it is likely nonrepresentational.

WHEN VIEWING AN ARTWORK IN DETAIL, WE CAN NOTICE THE FORMAL ELEMENTS. HERE ARE A FEW:
Composition: The way in which the subject matter is arranged within a work of art.

Balance: Balance refers to how the visual weight of the composition is distributed. Symmetrical artworks are 

mirror images, this can be between the left and right, the top and bottom, diagonally or any other way. 

Asymmetrical artworks are balanced by a variety of shapes and sizes within the composition. For example, a 

painting may contain a large giraffe on the left side of the canvas and twenty small rabbits on the right. They 

are not symmetrically balanced because they are not mirror images, but they are asymmetrically balanced 

because the combination of one large thing versus many small things creates a sense of harmony or balance.

Media: The stuff that an artwork is made out of is called media. Some examples are: paint, canvas, metal, wood, 

stone, paper and cloth. This could also be called material or medium (singular form).

Technique: Technique refers to how the artwork was created. It could also refer to a specific style within each 

artwork. Some common techniques are: painting, casting, carving, smelting, burnishing and knitting. 

Texture: Texture can mean how an object actually feels to our hands (but remember don’t touch the artwork 

unless the artist says it’s OK!), it could be an implied texture, like a painting of a silky dress. Some textures are 

rough, smooth, silky or soft. 

Color: Artists use color to set a mood or to symbolize emotions. Warm colors are reds, yellows, oranges and 

yellowy-greens. Cool colors are blues, violets, grays and bluish-greens. Dark colors may suggest night time or a 

sense of foreboding while red colors may symbolize passion, love or violence. 

Scale: Scale refers to the size of the piece in relation to the size of the real thing it depicts, or the size of the 

piece in general. Some words associated with scale are: small, large, larger than life, true to scale and 

proportionate. By manipulating scale, artists change the meanings of the object depicted. 

Musical and performance art: Some vocabulary words include, rhythm, the measured movement or flow; beat, 

the repeated pulse of sound; and tempo, the speed or pace of a given piece.
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AH-NAB-AWEN PARK 220 FRONT AVE NW

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
Ah-Nab-Awen Park is a long, narrow green space that runs along the west side of the Grand River. This park is 

adjacent to the Gerald R. Ford Museum and visible from the DeVos Convention Center (across the river). The park 

offers ample green space and a fantastic view of the Grand Rapids skyline.

FACING AL-AQABA
Facing Al Aqaba is a multimedia installation that uses photography, video, audio and audience interaction. The 

work includes a series of large photographic portraits of the men, women and children of the village of Al 

Aqaba, Palestine, printed on fabric, life-size. These portraits lead to a digital theater contained within the 

installation where a multimedia presentation is continuously looped. This production involves a series of 

questions and scenarios, on video, posed to the audience by many of the people they see in the hanging 

portraits. Based on the audience reactions, alternative responses will be presented on parallel screens.

ACTIVITY:
Look carefully at the portraits, and analyze their content. As a part of this piece the artist has chosen to show  

a multimedia presentation where the subjects of the photographs will pose questions to the audience. Please 

enjoy this presentation and participate in the viewer discussion.
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VANDENBERG (CALDER) PLAZA 300 MONORE NW

THE EIGHTH FIRE
CYNTHIA MCKEAN
According to Native American Anishinabe tradition, 

prophesies were given by 8 profits in 7 different time 

periods. The Prophecy of each time frame was called 

a “fire”. The predicted 8th Fire may arise from divine 

inspiration from the 7 Prophecies. If enough people of 

all colors and faiths turn from materialism to a path of 

respect, wisdom, and spirituality, an era of spiritual 

illumination will unfold. In the foreground are 7 circles 

representing the 7 Fires Prophecy. Behind the rings 

the flame of the 8th Fire reaches toward the sky illustrating 

positive energy as it stretches upward becoming a 

conduit to the Spirit of our Greater Whole.

MEDIUM
Structural steel

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
As a group, discuss the following questions:

How does this sculpture convey positive energy? 

This sculpture is abstract, which means that the artist 

used a real subject matter and then changed or 

distorted the image. What “real” image did McKean 

start with? How did she abstract it? And why would 

she want to do that?

HARRISON PARK SCHOOL DREAM COLLAGE
LAURA STARK 
This collaboration piece is a large scale student created 

montage of portraits displayed on overlapping three 

dimensional wood blocks of different sizes and depths. 

Blocks will display self portraits of students and 

members of our school community, with personal 

stories linked via small QR codes in corners. Harrison 

Park School is a K-8 Grand Rapids Public School on the 

NW side of the city. These students have big dreams 

for the future! They hope to paint a bright picture for 

themselves, their families, and the culturally rich 

community they are a part of and take great pride in. 

Their self-portrait project will reflect the depth, warmth, 

and power of these young spirits and will inspire 

everyone to believe in their dreams!

MEDIUM
Wood, paint, technology

QUESTIONS/ACTIONS
Have each member of your group find a portrait that 

they like. Take turns describing the portrait to the rest 

of the group. How is the student’s image similar to 

you? How is it different? Name something that you 

like about the portrait. 

Then, discuss the concept of a self-portrait versus a 

portrait of someone else. How might an artist intentionally 

portray themselves differently than someone else 

would? Why would they want to do that?

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The VandenBerg Plaza, commonly referred to as the Calder Plaza because of the presence of Alexander Calder’s  

La Grande Vitesse, a stabile created for the people of Grand Rapids. The plaza is a large open space. The idea is to 

make the space intimate. The concept behind this year’s theme is an “Urban Garden.”
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GERALD R. FORD PRESIDENTIAL MUSEUM 303 PEARL ST NW

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum helps visitors become part of history through traditional exhibits, 

educational programming, and special events, such as Artprize. Though the museum focuses on the life and  

times of the 38th President, Ford wanted it to be a “classroom of American democracy.”

THE GRANDEST CANYON COLLECTION  
DEB DREW BROWN PHOTOGRAPHY
Deb Drew Brown is a nature photographer from Williamston, Michigan. She delights in nature and the beauty 

she sees in creatures and natural scenes. Though she has displayed photographs of Michigan in past years, this 

year Brown’s art depicts the Grand Canyon. Four different views of one of the most beloved National Parks 

allow the viewer to experience different natural aspects of the canyon. Brown’s work is photography on 

aluminum, which gives her work a 3-dimensional impression.

ACTIVITY:
Art and Nature:

Observe Brown’s art. How does photography allow artists to represent the natural world? In what ways does 

photography challenge or restrain an artist? How does photography enable an artist in their creative expression? 

As you walk around the Presidential Museum and grounds, keep an eye out for other depictions of nature. 

Count the different materials used for all the different naturalistic pieces. 

How do they compare to The Grandest Canyon Collection? What challenges do you think each artist faced in 

creating his or her art? 
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GRAND RAPIDS CHILDREN’S MUSEUM  11 SHELDON AVE NE

ROCKIN’ COLORS MURAL
JENNIFER MERCEDE
Jennifer grew up on the East Coast but has lived on 

the West Coast for the past 20+ years and currently 

resides in Portland, OR. She studied art at Western 

Washington University in Bellingham, WA. Jennifer’s 

ArtPrize entry will be similar to the image above in 

energy and brightness, but it will be created just 

before and during the ArtPrize event. While creating 

her art, she is inspired by how she feels in the moment 

and allows a subconscious connection to her art to 

move her forward as if operated by some other power. 

Each new drop of color inspires the next until 

sometime later, she awakens and she has created art! 

MEDIUM
Mixed media, mural

ACTIVITY
How does this piece make you feel?

If you had a space this large what would you create?

If you’re seeing this piece before it’s finished, what 

types of choices do you think Jennifer will make next 

while adding to this mural? 

Try looking at only one small section of the mural; is 

your reaction to the artwork different than when you 

view it as a whole piece?

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum is located in the heart of Downtown Grand Rapids across from Veteran’s  

Park, making it a perfect stop on your Artprize journey. The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum celebrates childhood, 

learning and exploration.Rockin’ Colors Mural

KALEIDOCLOCK
FLORIAN BARON
Florian Baron is a filmmaker and video artist. He was 

born on the June 21, 1984 in Berlin, Germany. His 

documentary films and video installations have been 

shown at film festivals and art exhibitions worldwide. 

Kaleidoclock  is an interactive video installation that 

allows the viewer to create mesmerizing visual 

patterns. A circular screen is divided into segments, 

similar to the face of a clock. The segments show 

footage of a camera facing the viewer. However, only 

one of them is in real time, and each successive 

segment has a time delay to the previous one. This 

setup lets the viewers playfully create infinite styles  

of visuals through combining—in one image—their 

present and their recent past, in one image.

MEDIUM
Wood, projection screen, video camera & projector

ACTIVITY
How doesKaleidoclock respond to different heights 

and movements?

How is this piece like a clock? Which part of the 

Kaleidoclock is in real-time?

What does this piece make you think about time and 

our pasts and futures? 
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THE GRAND RIVER 
DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
The Grand River runs through the heart of downtown Grand Rapids. This piece is located between Blue Bridge and 

Pearl Street Bridge.

SILKWAVES IN THE GRAND
Soaring over 28 feet into the sky, rapid waves of silk feathers fly in the Grand River. Fluttering in the  

slightest breeze between the Blue Bridge and the Pearl Street Bridge, Silkwaves dance joyfully in the sun.  

The water is painted with a rainbow of colors in the reflected light. A visually captivating and uplifting 

experience, entertaining and sensual as they spontaneously perform...touched by the magic of the wind.

ACTIVITY:
An art object can take on new meaning depending on where it is placed. Consider the background view, what 

do you see? How do the surrounding elements affect the meaning? Now imagine if it were in an art museum 

with white walls. How would the meaning change? What do you think the aquatic placement of Silkways in  

The Grand adds to the work?
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KILWINS CHOCOLATES AND ICE CREAM  146 MONROE CENTER ST NW

PUPPETS AT PEARL AND MONROE;  
COOPERFLY PUPPET TROUPE 
FEATURING KEVIN KAMMERAAD AND  
JUSTIN HAVEMAN
Stop by at various times daily between 12 noon and 8 

pm to interact with a quirky crew of puppets. Stop by 

often to meet them all. You’ll want to see what each 

character has up their sleeve.

MEDIUM
Interactive puppetry

ACTIVITY
Come interact with a quirky cast of puppets!  Breekoh 

delights in words, EdGar enjoys playing games, Kevin 

loves to sing, Bill William appreciates a good one liner, 

Wendell is always trying to figure things out, and Ollie is 

a bit of nut.

Check out other street performers in these locations: 

Grand Rapids Public Museum, the B.O.B., SITE:LAB @ 54 

Jefferson, Fifth Third Bank/Warner Norcross & Judd LLP, 

Calder Plaza, Fountain Street Church, and more!

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
Located on the corner where Pearl Street, Monroe Center, and Monroe Avenue converge, Kilwins Chocolates 

and Ice Cream is located in Historic McKay Tower at Rosa Parks Circle. Two unique street performers are 

located outdoors, in front of the shop.

MATT KILROY AS CELTIC KILROY, LIVING STATUE.
Celtic Kilroy is a human statue character modeled 

from the street buskers observed by the artist during 

a stay in Ireland in 2004. As a human statue, Celtic 

Kilroy thoroughly enjoys interacting with his audience 

in a number of ways. He typically remains motionless 

until a kind bystander places a donation in his tall 

bronze vase. Upon coming to life, the human statue 

actually plays one of six instruments he may be 

holding at the time. The money inserted into the 

bronzed vase will be donated to Eagle Village, an 

organization dedicated to helping lost teenagers 

discover their God given talents and purpose. The 

theme for the Celtic Kilroy entry in ArtPrize 2013 is 

“Art For A Cause”.

ACTIVITY
Stop by at various times between noon and 8:00pm 

during the event to interact with Celtic Kilroy. Clap  

out a beat and see if this living statue will come to life 

with some music. Dance to the music, sing to the 

music, become a part of the art!”
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ST. CECILIA MUSIC CENTER 24 RANSOM NE

DESCRIPTION OF VENUE
St. Cecilia Music Center, located in downtown Grand Rapids, Michigan, serves the community by: Presenting 

world-class musicians in a first-class hall through our chamber music and jazz series and Great Artist Gala 

Providing music education for all ages through our School of Music Preserving a historic landmark building  

for musical and community activities.

MEDIUM
There are as many materials for creating art as there are artists in the entire world to create it. There are  

also different types of art that require different types of materials. For example, some common materials  

for visual art are paint, pencils, clay, glass, metal and fabric. At ArtPrize we have also seen pennies, kitchen 

utensils, dryer lint and parachute lanterns. Some common materials for performance art are dance, music, 

theater, and spoken word.

LISTEN TO ART
With that said, you can listen to art anytime during ArtPrize at St. Cecilia Music Center. Musical styles include 

Jazz, Classical, Rock/Blues, Folk/Country and Pop/Electronic. Our Music Library has 80 ArtPrize music  

entries to sample at listening stations and vote on. ArtPrize musicians will also be performing at St. Cecilia 

during ArtPrize.

SEE ART
Terryberry Gallery will be home to 12 visual artists during ArtPrize with stories to tell and questions to ask.

QUESTIONS AFTER LISTENING TO ART
How many instruments do you hear? (Remember a voice is a musical instrument.)

What emotions does the work make you feel and how were these emotions expressed?

How would the emotions change if the music was performed in a different musical style?

What is the inspiration of this work?

If this song was a painting, what would it look like?

If this music were in a movie, what scene would it be in?

What is the main message of the music?

What questions do you have for the artist?
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ARTPRIZE MAD LIB

Today, we visited ArtPrize. We were so                                                                      

 adjective

to see the                                  and                                 created by artists from 

 art media (plural) art media (plural)

                                       . My favorite venue was the                                             , 
 place ArtPrize venue

where we saw a(n)                                        display of                                           . 
 adjective  noun

I                                   when I saw the artist creating a(n)                                       . 
  verb ending with –ed noun

The artist                                                                     paint on the                           

 adverb verb ending with -ed noun

as they created the piece. Then we walked to the                                         

 ArtPrize venue

where we                          while a number of people carved                                 
 verb ending with -ed noun (plural)

out of                                 . I never knew you could carve                                      
 noun  noun (plural)

with a                                                           ! I sure learned a lot at ArtPrize 2013! 
 noun
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ARTPRIZE SELF-GUIDED TOUR
We would appreciate it SO much if you can find just a quick minute to fill out our short survey, fold it in  

three, and mail it back to us. This way we may obtain a greater understanding of how to make your art- 

viewing experience the best possible! Rather do it the techy way? Visit artprize.org/education to fill out  

the survey online!

1. What grade(s) are the students that you brought to ArtPrize? 

 

 

2. How many students of each grade are in your class?

 

 

3. How many years (including this year) have you attended ArtPrize?

 A. 1 B. 2 C. 3 D. 4 E. 5 

4. How did you obtain this tour?

 A. Online   B. Hand-out at venue C. Other 

5.  On a scale of 1–5, 1 being just terrible and 5 being absolutely awesome, how would you rate your class’s 

experience?

 1 2 3 4 5 
 

6. Did you find this tour educational?

 A. Yes B. No 

7. Would you participate in Education Days again next year?

 A. Yes B. No 

8. Did your school receive a transportation grant this year?

 A. Yes B. No 

9. What were your student’s favorite/least favorite parts about this tour?

 

 

10. How would you improve this tour?
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Please fold along the dotted lines to mail back.


