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Based on Donna F. St. John’s 4 Tiers to a Quality Lesson Plan 
Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University 

Book Art 
 

Grade(s): High School Art Students  (Could be adapted to younger students) 
Allocated Time: 3-5 50 minute classes (including field trip). 
Outcome Statement:  By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to… 
Create a work of art with multiple connected visuals that tell a personal story, explore an artistic style, or express a special interest of importance to the artist.  

 
Objectives:  What will the student learn by the end of the 
lesson? 
Students will learn to: 
 
Explore and analyze the artwork of an artist with a 
local connection (ArtPrize). 
  
Apply problem-solving skills creatively to combine 
multiple visuals and express a personal idea. 
 
Create a work of art that successfully 
demonstrates the use of organizational principles 
of art to communicate ideas. 
 
Demonstrate skillful application of mediums and 
techniques to a final work of art.  
 
Evaluate their own artwork and express their 
analysis in writing. 
 
 

Visual Arts Standards:  3 - 4 listed  
Intentionally use art material and tools effectively 
to communicate ideas. 
 
Integrate visual, spatial, and temporal concepts 
with content to communicate intended meaning in 
artworks. 
 
Create artworks that use organizational principles 
and functions to solve specific visual arts 
problems. 
 
Apply materials, techniques, and processes with 
sufficient skill, confidence, and sensitivity that 
personal intentions are carried out in artworks. 
 
Identify intentions of artists, explore the 
implications of various purposes, and justify 
analyses of purposes in particular works. 
 
Be involved in the process and presentation of a 
final product or exhibit.  

Integrated Standards:   
 
LA: Express their responses and make connections 
between oral, visual, written, and electronic texts 
and their own lives. 
  
LA: Identify and use aspects of the craft of the 
speaker, writer, and illustrator to formulate and 
express their ideas artistically. Examples include 
imagery, irony, multiple points of view, complex 
dialogue, aesthetics, and persuasive techniques. 
 
MA: Combine, dissect and transform shapes. 
 
MA: Use shape, shape properties and shape 
relationships to describe the physical world and to 
solve problems.   
 

Dr. Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences: 
Visual/Spatial- viewing artwork 
Verbal/Linguistic - writing/verbalizing reactions 
Interpersonal - personal expression in art 
Intrapersonal - discussion 
Bodily/Kinesthetic - physically walking around art and building 3 dimensionally 
Mathematical/Logical - problem solving, sequence and measuring 

Dr. Anthony Gregorc’s Mind Styles®: These include Concrete Sequential (CS), 
Abstract Random (AR), Abstract Sequential (AS), Concrete Random (CR) 

 
Be sure to include written guidelines and expectations in addition to verbal 

discussion, visual examples and demonstration to honor all learning 
styles.   
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Materials:  Newsprint or other brainstorming paper, many various materials, scraps, 
special papers, fabric, cardboard, trim, ribbon, old magazines, calendars, old books, etc.  
 
 

 

Concepts/Vocabulary: listed 
Principles of Art 
Composition 
Personal Expression 
Book Art 
Sun Young Kang 
 

Anticipatory Set:  How will you grab the students’ attention?	  	  
Students will view the Artprize entry, "Memories Unfolded", by Sun Young Kang. Encourage student discussion about the work, their reaction to it, and what 
they think the meaning is before reading the artists' intention.  Does your reaction change after reading what the artist's statement says? Does it matter? How 
is this piece similar to a book? How is it different? If you have the opportunity to actually be there in person, make sure students walk around to see different 
viewpoints.  How does the setting affect the piece? Is there lighting? Shadows? What kind of problems did the artist need to solve in order to create the 
piece? How did the artist use the principles of art? Is it a successful composition? Why? Why not? Have students write down descriptive and expressive 
words, and possibly a sketch to remember the experience of viewing this piece. Explain (if you are on a fieldtrip), that they will be seeing many other works 
of art, so it's important to record their impressions. 
 
Procedure:  List the outline for each day of the lesson. 
Day 2: Back in the classroom. View Sunyoungkang.com (artists' website) and the pieces shown in the Book Arts section. Have an active discussion about the 
various works and her different solutions to creating a book form of art while conveying her intended meaning.  
 
Tell students they will be creating their own book art. Have them think about what they may want to express in their artwork: a person, an art style, a feeling, 
a subject, an experience, a dream, an issue...something that has a personal connection to, or is of particular importance to them. Pass out newsprint or other 
brainstorming paper. Encourage students to list words about themselves, their background, their passions, their talents, etc. Then have them think of ways 
they may express one of these in a piece of work with multiple images. It's important that they select one idea (or storyline) for their final project, but during 
brainstorming, they should explore several different ideas until they make their decision. 
  
Explain that once they come up with their personal focus or storyline, they can experiment with materials to decide how they will express their "story". 
 
They may or may not integrate words, but images (2 or 3D) should be the focus. Give them the option of exploring materials and dimensions (whatever you 
have available)...encourage them to push beyond the ordinary!  
 
Demonstrate some ways of connecting "pages", sewing, folding, accordion, collaging, painting or other ways of re-purposing an old book, calendars...maybe 
the art continues from one page to the next...maybe it's like a puzzle...maybe it's long ribbon-like curls, maybe it's connected blocks or shapes...the sky is the 
limit, as long as it expresses their storyline or focus!  Provide plenty of paper, fabric, boxes, scraps, ribbon, old books and magazines, tissue paper, 
cardboard...whatever is available to help spark their creativity as they problem solve. 
 
Remind students to be conscious of the organizational principles of art as they experiment...how will they create a cohesive piece with a pleasing 



Page 3 of 4 

Based on Donna F. St. John’s 4 Tiers to a Quality Lesson Plan 
Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University 

composition?  Will they use balance, repetition, movement? Go over the principles from previous learning (possibly have a hand out or poster in your room), 
and how they may be incorporated in their work.  
 
Continuously ask for questions and check for understanding. 
 
Day 3 and beyond: 
Students work semi-independently. Some may wish to bring in materials from home that support their ideas. Teacher circulates continuously for guidance 
and encouragement. (I often hand out the assessment sheet at this point, so students know how they will be graded). 
 
Final day: 
Students write an artist's statement that reflects on their impressions and influence of Sun Young Kang's work, their own idea, process, difficulties, and how 
successful they feel their work incorporated the objectives. This can be on the back of a printed assessment sheet with their evaluation. (see assessment), 
and included with their final piece. 
 
Closure Questions:  This is a recap of what the objectives were through closure 
questions, role playing, 3-second activity that focuses students on lesson priorities. 	  	  (This 
should include vocabulary) 
What principals of design did you use?  How did you use them? 
Which elements of design would you like to be graded on? 
 

Accommodations:	  List any accommodations that you have provided for student disabilities. 
Be aware of any disabilities in your classroom, and make adjustments and/or personal attention 
accordingly.	  
1. Freedom to use materials that meet the needs of students with disabilities. 

Resources: list YouTube links, videos, books, websites, etc. 
 
Artprize exhibit at Cathedral Square, Artprize.org., sunyoungkang.com 
 
 
 
 

Assessment:	  What is the evidence that students have achieved or met the objectives?  Is there a 
rubric that will aid in the assessment of the	  student performance? 
 
Evaluation can include a written artist's statement that reflects on how well they 
feel they have met the objectives. In addition, a grid that breaks it down with a 
score (10 points possible for each objective) can also be used, with students first 
scoring themselves before the teacher records his/her score 
 
*It's good to give these assessment guidelines to students while working, so they 
are aware of what they'll be graded on.  
for  example:  
                                                                             Student                         Teacher 
Thoughtful analysis of SunYoung Kang work   ________/10            _________/10 
Creative problem solving/personal idea          ________/10             _________/10 
Successful use of principles of art/composition _______/10             _________/10 
Skillful technique                                                 ________/10            _________/10 
Personal evaluation/artist statement               ________/10             _________/10 
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Self-evaluation:	  What were the strengths and weaknesses of the lesson?  How did the students respond to the lesson?  What would you change? 

 


