
   
 
 

ART21/ArtPrize 2014 Educator Workshop Series 
 
ART21 has partnered with ArtPrize, Grand Rapids Art Museum, and Kendall College of Art and 
Design of Ferris State University to offer two FREE workshops for educators on Saturday, 
October 4. Each will focus on the themes and methods of artists participating in ArtPrize 
2014, as well as those of artists featured in ART21 Art in the Twenty-First Century Season 7, 
which premieres this fall on most PBS affiliate stations, including WGVU. Educators may 
register for one of the two workshops; space is limited to fifty educators per workshop. All 
participants will receive an Art in the Twenty-First Century  Season 7 DVD and 
Educators’ Guide. 
 

 
Secrets and Fictions—ART21 Artists, Contemporary Art, and Journalism  

in Times of War and Conflict 
 

Date: Saturday, October 4, 2014 
Time: 9:00am–12:00pm 
Location: Grand Rapids Art Museum, Education Center, 101 Monroe Center NW, GR 
Open to educators in all subject areas at K–12 schools, colleges and universities, and museums 
of all types. 
 
What distinguishes art from other forms of visual communication like advertising, design, and 
photojournalism? How do artists engage viewers in the act of seeing differently? When and 
why do artists blend reality and fiction together? What are the roles of artists in times of 
conflict? In this workshop we will focus on the roles of art and artists in wartime and in the 
face of local and global conflicts. Reflecting on the Grand Rapids Art Museum ArtPrize 
exhibition theme, “Discomfort Zones,” we will connect artists featured in the galleries with 
two artists featured in ART21 Art in the Twenty-First Century Season 7: Omer Fast in the 
Fiction episode and Trevor Paglen in the Secrets episode. Both of these artists explore how 
we view the world and world events in light of new technologies, the increasingly blurry line 
between journalistic fact and fiction, and media saturation in the twenty-first century. We 
encourage educators to apply in pairs—one visual artist/art teacher and an educator in 
another subject area—to explore interdisciplinary possibilities.  

Omer Fast, The Casting, production still, 2007. Four-channel 
synchronized video projection, 35mm film transferred to video, 
sound; 14 minutes. Commissioned by Museum Moderner Kunst 
Stiftung Ludwig, Wien. Photo: Nicholas Trikonis. Courtesy the artist; 
gb agency, Paris; Arratia Beer, Berlin; and Dvir Gallery, Tel Aviv. © 
Omer Fast 

	  

Suzanne Opton, Soldier: Kitchen - 366 days in Iraq 
showing at the Grand Rapids Art Museum, ArtPrize 
2014.	  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the Public Sphere: ART21 Artists, Contemporary Art, and Activism 
 
Date: Saturday, October 4, 2014 
Time: 2:00pm–4:30pm 
Location: Kendall College of Art and Design of Ferris State University 
17 Fountain St. NW, Grand Rapids, MI  
 
Open to educators in all subject areas at K–12 schools, colleges and universities, and museums 
of all types. 
 
What can a work of art do? What is the role of an artist? How can a work of art and the artists 
who made it give viewers a voice? In what ways can art be political? What does political art 
look and sound like? These and other questions will drive this workshop on artists who 
explore the relationship between public art, activism, and social change. In our dialogue and 
activities we will focus on public art in it’s many forms, and consider the possibilities for 
introducing and creating community-oriented and socially engaged work with students. We 
will look at the work of artists Steve Lambert and Candy Chang on view at Al-Nab-Awen Park, 
as well as artists Tania Bruguera and Thomas Hirschhorn who are featured in the ART21 Art in 
the Twenty-First Century Season 7 episodes Legacy and Investigation respectively.  
 
  

Thomas Hirschhorn. Gramsci Monument, detail, 2013. Site-specific 
participatory sculpture at Forest Houses, Bronx, New York. Production still from 
ART21 Art in the Twenty-First Century, Season 7, 2014. Courtesy Dia Art 
Foundation. Photo: © ART21, Inc. 2014.	  

Steve Lambert, Capitalism Works for Me! showing at Kendall 
College of Art and Design of Ferris State University during 
ArtPrize 2014. 

	  



REGISTRATION: SEPTEMBER 2 - 19 
 
How to REGISTER for a Workshop  
 

1. Workshop registration is FREE and open to educators in all subject areas at K–12 
schools, colleges and universities, and museums of all types. You may apply as an 
individual, in pairs, or as a group  

 
2. Register on Eventbrite! Registration opens September 2 and closes on September 19. 

http://artprizeart21teacherworkshops.eventbrite.com 
 
3. Tell us a little bit more about yourself by sharing a short (no longer than 30 seconds!) 

video. Individuals, pairs, or a group can submit a single video – but each video must be 
under 30 seconds! Post your video on Vimeo or YouTube and make sure to add the 
following #Hashtags: #ART21GR, #ArtPrize, #ART21, #GRArtMuseum, #KCAD.  

 
Select videos will be chosen to air on WGVU during ArtPrize 2014 and could be used 
for ArtPrize and ART21 promotional purposes. If you prefer to not post a video you 
can also submit a short written statement on the Eventbrite registration page (no 
more than 40 words) using the same prompts: 

 
i. Make sure to include your name, school/organization, grade, subject you teach, 

and the city/town where you teach. 
 

ii. Plus, share your response to one of the following prompts: 
 

a. “As an educator, contemporary art...” 
 
b. “As an educator, I think (use, believe, appreciate, know…) ArtPrize...” 
 
c. “As an educator, I think (use, believe, appreciate, know…) ART21...” 

 
4. All workshop registrants will receive a confirmation email with additional information.  

 
5. You may register for both workshops on Eventbrite, but participation may be limited 

to one workshop depending on the number of applicants. If there is a waiting list for 
either workshop, preference will be given to those who post a video or written 
statement.  

 
6. Final workshop confirmations will be sent out by September 30.  

 


