Take a few minutes to learn more about the September 18th ArtPrize Link Session
Consultants, organized alphabetically, below:

Michele Bosak, Curator of Exhibition at Kendall
College of Art & Design, earned her MFA and
Certificate in Museum Studies from Northern Illinois
University, where she was the recipient of a
Distinguished University Fellowship. As an
experienced artist herself, Michele has great insight
into the guidance and management of artists within
the creative process. She currently manages
programming for six ever-changing gallery spaces in
the Fed Galleries, which showcase a diverse crosssection of challenging contemporary works. Michele
has been curating independently and institutionally
for the past ten years.

Hunter Bridwell, Co-Founder, Craft House, originally
hails from Bridgman in Michigan's far southwest, has
been living in Grand Rapids since 2006, where he
completed his BFA at Kendall College of Art and
Design in Photography in 2010. He was previously a
board member and de-facto Art Director for the
Division Avenue Arts Collective, a Co-Founder of
downtown gallery Craft House, and curator for
several area art events. He is currently working on his
Master of Science in Communication at Grand Valley
State University, where he is also a Teaching
Technology Specialist. He is also curator for the Fish
Ladder Park for this year's ArtPrize. He has a keen
interest in film photography, installations, and
projection on nontraditional spaces and surfaces.

Mary Buikema, Executive Director, Habitat for
Humanity of Kent County, a Chicago native who fell in
love with West Michigan while attending Calvin
College, earned her BFA in painting and sculpture.
She spent 15 years as a designer and project manager
for BDR Executive Custom Homes, and then she took
the plunge into nonprofit leadership. Mary now serves
as the Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity of
Kent County, but she remains passionate about art
and design and strives to add a touch of beauty to
everyday life. She proudly resides in Grand Rapids’
growing West Side.
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Kevin Buist, Director of Exhibitions, ArtPrize, is also
an artist, writer, curator, critic of art and film. He
oversees artists and venues, programs ArtPrize
speaker and panel events known as Critical Discourse,
and directs the ArtPrize juried awards, including the
selection of jurors. Buist has exhibited artwork in solo
and group exhibitions in New York City and Grand
Rapids, and has been featured in numerous print and
online publications including the Art:21 Blog, where he
was a Blogger in Residence, as well as Solace
Magazine, Art Hack, and SpoutBlog.

Amanda Carmer is the Founder and Director of Craft
House Gallery, an artist resource and collaborative
exhibition space in downtown Grand Rapids. She is a
graduate of Purdue University and Columbia College
Chicago, she recently received her MFA in
photography from Kendall College of Art and Design.
Carmer is interested in providing opportunities for
young artists to connect their passion with the
resources to help them succeed.

Alaina Clarke, Artist/Entrepreneur, Grand Valley State
University, has her BFA in Metalsmithing and Jewelry
from Grand Valley State University and is finishing her
Masters degree this April in Public Administration:
Nonprofit Management and Leadership with a
concentration in the sustainability and longevity of
arts nonprofits from GVSU. She currently works at the
Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation as a
Graduate Assistant, where she is able to research the
impact of artists as entrepreneurs, as well as assist
students in the ideation stages of their product or
business idea. She is an Artprize artist at Craft House
Gallery and an avid curator, artist, and volunteer with
the Avenue for the Arts.
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Christian Gaines, Executive Director, ArtPrize, was
born to American parents in Brussels, Belgium, and
raised in the United Kingdom. Christian moved to the
United States to attend college, and stayed. With a
rich career in film festival strategy, including
leadership positions at the American Pavilion at the
Cannes Film Festival, Sundance, the Hawaii
International Film Festival, the American Film
Institute, and the Withoutabox division of IMDb.com,
Christian joined the ArtPrize team as Executive
Director in April 2013.

Taylor Greenfield, Volunteer and Event Coordinator,
Urban Institute for Contemporary Art, is an avid
creative doer, educator, and maker of messes. Taylor
serves as an Advisory Committee member for the
Avenue for the Arts, holds an MFA in Drawing from
Kendall College of Art and Design, and is passionate
about arts education as a tool for growing our
creative community. Taylor currently works at the
Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts (UICA) as the
Volunteer and Event Coordinator and teaches
drawing as an adjunct instructor at KCAD.

Miranda Krajniak, Executive Director, Urban Institute
for Contemporary Arts, was the head of Education
and Exhibitions at the Saugatuck Center for the Arts
(SCA) prior to her appointment at UICA in August
2013. While at SCA, Krajniak designed and
implemented all education programming, including an
international children's film festival, cultural festival,
and a summer arts program for the children of
migrant workers, now in its fourth year. Before her
work at SCA, Krajniak held several positions at the
Grand Rapids Art Museum, and worked with
underserved children in West Chicago. A self-taught
business woman, she believes in making bold choices
and in the endless possibilities of the future. Krajniak
holds a B.A. from Kendall College of Art and Design.
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AJ Paschka, Exhibitions Curator, Urban Institute for
Contemporary Arts, selected the theme and artists of
their 2014 ArtPrize exhibition, ‘Collaboration’. Paschka
previously worked at the Grand Rapids Art Museum
where he helped to set up the new building and
programs as the Manager of Digital Media. He cofounded Weather Collage, a mobile application that
used weather to curate data, which won a 5x5night
grant and progressed through the Momentum
technology business incubator. In 2006, Paschka
helped co-found the Avenue for the Arts Live/Work
lofts that redefined the Division Avenue corridor as a
catalytic creative neighborhood. When not working,
Paschka writes music, practices photography, and
enjoys traveling.

George Slade, Photographer/Independent Curator,
provided feedback and constructive criticism to visual
artists since the 1980s, when he reviewed portfolios
submitted to the photography publisher Aperture. He
has worked as a curator, consultant, historian, and
writer for the last twenty years. In the last decade has
served as the artistic director of the Minnesota Center
for Photography, as an adjunct curator at the
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, and as the program
director and chief curator at the Photographic
Resource Center at Boston University. He has reviewed
portfolios for over ten years and has been invited to
numerous festivals around the country. As one might
surmise, he has a special focus in photography, and as
a recent immigrant to Michigan's shores, he is eager to
connect with the photography community here. He
lives in Traverse City.

Joel Zwart is Director of Exhibitions at Calvin
College, a private four-year liberal arts college in
Grand Rapids, Michigan where he oversees the Center
Art Gallery on campus and the (106) Gallery
downtown. He also directs all other college-related
exhibitions and installations, and manages the
college’s permanent collection of over 1,500 pieces of
artwork. He has curated and juried numerous
exhibitions and currently serves as Treasurer of the
Grand Rapids Gallery Association (GRGA) and as a
member of the exhibition committee for
the international organization Christians in the Visual
Arts (CIVA).
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