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Take a few minutes to learn more about the October 8th ArtPrize Link Session  
Consultants, organized alphabetically, below: 
 

 
Brandon Alman is the Exhibitions Preparator at the  
Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts.  Living and 
working at Craft House, a local exhibition gallery, 
Brandon is immersed in the Grand Rapids arts 
community.  He received a BFA in Printmaking from 
Kendall College of Art and Design in 2010, and has 
since worked for the GRAM, KCAD, and the Eli and 
Edythe Broad Art Museum at Michigan State 
University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Paul Amenta, Curator, Site-Lab.  Since 2007, curator 
Paul Amenta and team have staged 20+ events in the 
Greater Grand Rapids area. Artists are encouraged to 
create work in response to each individual venue, 
either formally or conceptually. 
 
"Every time I’ve ever seen one of these shows, it’s one 
of the best things I’ve ever seen. And I think SiTE:LAB 
. . . should be in Frieze, Basel, Basel Switzerland, Basel 
Miami, everyplace. . . . I just think it’s some of the best, 
most witty and creative, open. Chaotic. In the best 
sense of the word. They bring the chaos, where new 
order comes from.” 
– Jerry Saltz, Senior Art Critic, New York Magazine 
 

 
 

 
Joseph Becherer is the founding Director and 
Curator of the Sculpture Program.  In addition he is 
the Lena Meijer Professor in the History of Art at 
Aquinas College, and teaches courses in Renaissance, 
Modern, and Contemporary Art.  Joe has authored 
numerous books and articles, and curated many 
exhibitions on the Modern and Contemporary, 
Renaissance and Baroque periods.  Most recently he 
has organized exhibitions of Jaume Plensa, Jonathan 
Borofsky, Andy Goldsworthy, Beverly Pepper, Mark di 
Suvero, Henry Moore, George Segal, Richard 
Hunt, Auguste Rodin, Magdalena Abakanowicz and 
Anthony Caro, among others. 
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Nicole J. Caruth, Founder/Director, With Food in 
Mind, is an art writer, editor, curator, and social 
entrepreneur living in Brooklyn, New York. Her writing 
has appeared in a range of publications 
including ARTnews, C Magazine, Gastronomica,Nka: 
Journal of Contemporary African Art, Public Art 
Review, and the Phaidon Press books Vitamin 
D2 and Vitamin Green. Currently she is digital content 
editor at ART21 and editor of the ART21 Magazine. 
Caruth is also founder and director of With Food in 
Mind, a nomadic nonprofit that uses visual art to 
educate children about food and nutrition.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Jeff Kraus, Artist/Curator, is a Michigan born artist 
living and working in Grand Rapids, MI.  He keeps a 
full time studio practice, exhibiting both locally and 
nationally. Kraus is most known for his abstract 
paintings, but also works in various other mediums. 
He has helped curate exhibitions at Gaspard, a local 
gallery in downtown Grand Rapids, and has worked 
with many other local artists on group exhibitions 
throughout the region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Ashlee Lambart, a contemporary fine arts 
photographer, is also an Adjunct Professor of 
photography at Kendall College of Art and Design, 
and the Community Engagement Assistant at 
ArtPrize. Her current work utilizes encaustic painting, 
darkroom, and digital photographic techniques to 
focus on the breakdown of people, places, and 
memories as a way to analyze, organize, and 
reconstruct past environments to create a new map 
to understand the present landscape. Ashlee earned 
her Master of Fine Art from Kendall College of Art and 
Design of Ferris State University in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 
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Chris LaPorte, Faculty, Aquinas College; 2010 Grand 
Prize winner, ArtPrize, was born and raised in Bay 
City, MI, pursued fine arts at Aquinas College, where 
he received a BFA degree in 1996.  LaPorte continued 
his studies in France and New York, completing an 
MFA degree from the New York Academy of Art in 
1999.  To support his education and fine arts career, 
LaPorte established a caricature and portrait 
business.  He has taught a variety of fine arts courses 
at several arts institutions, including his alma mater, 
Aquinas, where he is currently an Assistant Professor 
of Art.  LaPorte has exhibited his paintings and 
drawings internationally, and has received numerous 
awards for his artwork, including Grand Prize winner 
of ArtPrize 2010. 

 
 
 
 

Katie M Moore, Director of Community Engagement, 
Kendall College of Art and Design. is an artist, 
curator, and active member of the Grand Rapids art 
community.  She focuses on bringing innovative 
contemporary art to West Michigan with Con Artist 
Crew. Previously, Moore was exhibitions coordinator 
for Open Concept Gallery in Grand Rapids and has 
her M.F.A. in painting from Kendall College of Art & 
Design.  Her biggest initiative is to assist up and 
coming artists and designers in developing successful 
careers.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Jordan O’Neil, Founder, Failure:Lab,  has a knack for 
connecting people, diving into community, and 
enhancing experiences – often combining these 
elements in all his work. He’s the Founder of 
Failure:Lab, a global movement designed to eliminate 
the fear of failure and encourage intelligent risk 
taking. O'Neil views his place in Grand Rapids as a 
connecter of people and passions. 
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Chris Protas, Director/Curator, Fire Barn Gallery, is 
an original board member of Grand Haven Artwalk 
and has been the Director/Curator of the Fire Barn 
Gallery (firebarngallery.com) since its renewal in 
2011.  He studied painting at the New York Studio 
School in Manhattan in the mid-90's, where he lived 
and painted until 2010 when he relocated to Grand 
Haven to work on his art.  He has designed and 
painted numerous murals in different cities and shows 
with the group Painting In New York. He is currently 
partnering with NY-based arts management company 
2nd Ave Arts (secondavearts.com) to sponsor 20 
NYC artists to participate in both ArtPrize and 
Artwalk 2013. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Jonathan Williams, Co-Founder, Failure:Lab, is a 
serial entrepreneur, traveling speaker, and business 
growth consultant. He runs his own firm Graybridge, 
co-founded the international event 
company Failure:Lab, and co-founded the digital 
media company Elemental. He loves film almost as 
much as spontaneous travel, and is forever hunting 
down the best breakfast burrito. 
 
 
 


