
Identi� ing Students 
At Risk for Dyslexia
Universal screening is an essential practice for identifying reading diffi culties in the early grades, 
including characteristics of dyslexia. According to many experts such as the International Dyslexia 
Association (IDA), early identifi cation of reading diffi culties helps get students the support they need 
and prevent further diffi culty. Achieving educational equity for all is an integral part of the Amplify 
mission, and we are proud to do our part in supporting this effort.

Intervention with at-risk students: 
what the numbers say
Research supports an emphasis on early intervention: 

•   90 percent of students who struggle in third grade 
will continue to struggle at the end of elementary 
school if they do not receive intervention.

•   74 percent of students who are poor readers in third 
grade will be poor readers in ninth grade, and, in 
general, have a higher risk of academic failure and 
school dropout.

•   According to a 2015 National Assessment of 
Educational Progress study, only 35 percent of 
fourth-grade students were profi cient in reading. 
Most of these children will spend the rest of their time 
in school trying to catch up.

Support through legislation 

As of March 2018, approximately 16 states have passed 
legislation for dyslexia screening in order to support the 
early identifi cation of students at risk for dyslexia.

They are: Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Indiana, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, New Jersey, 
North Carolina, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, 
Washington, and Wyoming.  

Several other states are actively considering related 
dyslexia screening legislation.
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for assessing 

risk of 
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Together, mCLASS:DIBELS Next and mCLASS:Early Literacy Measures provide a screener that covers all 
of the critical skills laid out in these states’  legislation.

mCLASS:DIBELS Next and the mCLASS:Early Literacy Measures comprise a formative assessment 
solution that supports the identifi cation of students at risk for reading diffi culties, including diffi culty 
related to dyslexia. The skills assessed by mCLASS:DIBELS Next include phonological awareness, 
alphabetic principle, phonics, reading fl uency, accuracy, and comprehension. The mCLASS:Early Literacy 
Measures provide additional measures in vocabulary, spelling, and rapid automatized naming. Working 
together, these programs help reveal to educators the early warning signs of reading diffi culty 
or diffi culties associated with dyslexia.

For more information, contact your rep 
at (800) 823-1969 or email us at mclass@amplify.com.

mCLASS:DIBELS Next & mCLASS:Early Literacy Measures

Critical skills for assessing 
risk of dyslexia 

These are the skills schools need to 
be screening for in order to identify 
students who may be at risk of 
developing dyslexia:

•  Phonological awareness 
•  Alphabetic principle 
•  Phonics 
•  Reading fl uency 
•  Reading accuracy 
•  Reading comprehension
•  Rapid naming
•  Encoding (spelling)
•  Vocabulary
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