
Unpacking reading, 
from PreK–3. 
The skills students need to read with 

proficiency by grade 3. 

The importance of establishing reading proficiency  

by grade 3 is widely known. Yet doing so means knitting 

together the many literacy skills required to derive 

meaning of grade-appropriate texts. 

This booklet outlines and illustrates the milestones 

students need to reach in each grade. It’s by no means  

a comprehensive list of everything children need to  

learn, but an attempt to highlight the key markers of  

future academic success.



By the end of pre-K,  
students should:

• ● Demonstrate an interest in books (e.g. picking up and handling) an 

understanding that they contain stories

• ● Name letters and produce some letter sounds

• ● Attempt to write with letters or letter-like shapes, and write some words 

(like their name)

• ● Recognize familiar signs, symbols or words

• ●Rhyme and segment orally presented words into syllables, blend syllables  

and onset rimes and isolate initial sounds

• ● Learn new vocabulary through stories and instruction, and use names  

and labels of basic concepts in speaking

• ● Demonstrate understanding of texts read aloud by answering questions 

about key events, characters, and setting



By the end of Kindergarten, 
students should:

• ● Blend and segment orally presented words into syllables and phonemes

• ● Recognize letters of the alphabet, match letters to the sounds they make, 

and blend individual letter sounds in one-syllable words

• ● Write letters as well as some familiar words

• ● Learn new vocabulary through stories and instruction, and use names  

and labels of basic concepts in speaking

• ● Retell simple stories and explain or ask and answer questions about them



By the end of Grade 1,  
students should:

• ● Blend and segment orally presented words into phonemes

• ● Identify and decode new words with consonant blends and digraphs, 

common vowel teams, and common word parts by using letter-sound 

matches and recognizing parts of words 

•  Identify an increasing number of words by sight

• ● Write letters associated with each sound, and spell single-syllable regular 

words correctly

• ● Read grade-level texts with expression and sufficient accuracy and fluency 

to support comprehension

• ● Learn unfamiliar words introduced in text and through instruction, and  

use them in speaking and writing

• ● Read a new story using methods like rereading, predicting, asking 

questions or using visual cues in a book

• ● Retell the main idea of simple stories and explain or ask and answer 

questions about them, including questions about characters, settings  

and events



By the end of Grade 2,  
students should:

• ● Identify and decode words with advanced elements and multiple syllables, 

including compound words, contractions, possessives, inflectional endings   

•  Identify an increasing number of words by sight

• ● Spell previously studied, phonetically regular words accurately, and use 

strategies to spell unfamiliar words

• ● Read grade-level texts with expression and sufficient accuracy and fluency 

to support comprehension

• ● Use context clues to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary

• ● Learn unfamiliar words introduced in text and through instruction, and use 

them in speaking and writing

• ● Retell the main idea and correct sequence of events, and ask and answer 

questions about them, including questions about key details, central 

message, characters, settings and events



By the end of Grade 3, 
students should:

• ● Identify and decode words with advanced elements, including prefixes, 

suffixes and multiple syllables, and identify an increasing number of  

words by sight

• ● Spell phonetically regular words accurately

• ● Read grade-level texts with expression and sufficient accuracy and  

fluency to support comprehension

• ● Use context clues to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary

• ● Learn unfamiliar words introduced in text and through instruction, and  

use them in speaking and writing

• ● Employ a variety of methods to extract meaning from text, including using 

structure of text and information in text features

• ● Retell the main idea and correct sequence of events and ask and answer 

questions about characters, settings, theme and plot

• ● Refer explicitly to text to answer questions
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