Sample 10-Day Burst
Sample 10-Day Early Elementary Burst
Focus Skills: Reading Fluency,

Comprehension Skills
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Materials for Burst
BurstBase materials can be downloaded from www.burstbase.net/materials.
All other Burst-specific materials can be found in the Supplemental Resources and your Burst kit.

Created February 16, 2018

DAY

DAY

DAY

DAY

DAY

1

2

3

4

5

A Copies of What Did That Dog
Say? One Fluency Chart per
student. One resealable bag per
student. One blue and one red
marker per student. One pencil
per student. A one-minute timer.

A Copies of What Did that Dog
Say? passage. Fluency bags. Board
to write on.

A Copies of What Did That Dog
Say? passage. Fluency bags.

A Copies of James Cook the
Explorer passage. Fluency bags.
One-minute timer.

A Copies of James Cook the
Explorer passage. Board to write
on. Fluency bags. Dictionary.

B Copies of James Cook the
Explorer passage. Fluency bags.

B Copies of James Cook the
Explorer passage. Board to write
on. Fluency bags.

B Copies of What Did That Dog
Say? passage. Fluency bags.
CD The Great Escape (BurstBase).
E Guess My Punctuation cards.

B Copies of What Did That Dog
Say? passage. Board to write on.
Fluency bags.
CD The Great Escape (BurstBase).
Board to write on. The Great
Escape: Parts of a Story and
Words About Characters
worksheets.

B Copies of What Did That Dog
Say? passage. Fluency bags. Oneminute timer.
CD The Great Escape (BurstBase).
Board to write on. The Great
Escape: Parts of a Story
worksheet.

CD The Great Escape (BurstBase).
Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector. Partially completed The
Great Escape: Parts of a Story.

E 24 blank index cards.

E None.

CD The Great Escape (BurstBase).
Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector. The Great Escape:
Retell Chart (1 for the board).
E None.

E None.

DAY

DAY

DAY

DAY

DAY

6

7

8

9

10

A Copies of James Cook the
Explorer passage. Fluency bags.

A Copies of A Garden in the City
passage. One-minute timer.
Fluency bags.

A Copies of A Garden in the City
passage. Board to write on.
Fluency bags. Dictionary.

A Copies of A Garden in the City
passage. Fluency bags.

B Copies of A Garden in the City
passage. Fluency bags.

B Copies of A Garden in the City
passage. Fluency bags. Board to
write on.

B Copies of James Cook the
Explorer passage. One-minute
timer. Fluency bags.
CD The Princess Who Never
Smiled (BurstBase). Board to write
on. The Princess Who Never
Smiled: Parts of a Story worksheet
(1 for the board).
E None.

CD The Princess Who Never
Smiled (BurstBase). Board to write
on. Partially completed The
Princess Who Never Smiled: Parts
of a Story worksheet. Words
About Characters worksheet (1
per student). Pencils.

CD The Princess Who Never
Smiled (BurstBase). Chalkboard,
whiteboard, or projector. Partially
completed The Princess Who
Never Smiled: Parts of a Story.

B Copies of A Garden in the City
passage. Fluency bags. Oneminute timer.

ABCD Book from the school
library or text from this Burst.
Any other materials needed.

CD The Princess Who Never
Smiled (BurstBase). Chalkboard,
whiteboard, or projector.
E 24 blank index cards.

E None.

E Guess My Punctuation cards.
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Burst #1
10-day lesson plan (30 minutes per day)
Students

Created February 16, 2018

Skills

Progress Monitor:

Reading Fluency
Comprehension Skills

You should not conduct progress monitoring during this Burst.

Day 1

Day 6

A
B
CD
E

A
B
CD
E

Introduce One-Minute Timed Reading
Model Reading With Fluency
Narrative Text: Preview and Make Predictions
Guess My Punctuation Fluency Game

Practice Reading with Fluency
Reintroduce One-Minute Timed Reading
Apply the Skills: Narrator
Games to Play With Stories

Day 2

Day 7

A
B
CD
E

A
B
CD
E

Strengthen Word Reading: Pronouncing Multi-Syllabic Words
Read with Expression: Interrogative Sentences
Story Elements: Character
Games to Play With Stories

Reintroduce Reading for One Minute
Model Reading with Fluency
Apply the Skills: Character
Guess My Punctuation Fluency Game

Day 3

Day 8

A
B
CD
E

A
B
CD
E

Practice Reading with Fluency
Review One-Minute Timed Reading
Story Elements: Setting
Speed Battle: Fluency Game

Use Word Strategies: Defining Content Words
Read with Expression: Declarative Sentences
Apply the Skills: Setting
Games to Play With Stories

Day 4

Day 9

A
B
CD
E

A
B
CD
E

Reintroduce Reading for One Minute
Model Reading with Fluency
Story Elements: Narrator
Games to Play With Stories

Practice Reading with Fluency
Reintroduce One-Minute Timed Reading
Presentation: Interview
Speed Battle: Fluency Game

Day 5

Day 10

A
B
CD
E

ABCD Comprehension Review

Use Word Strategies: Suffixes
Read with Expression: Declarative Sentences
Narrative Text: Story Structure and Theme
Dramatic Display: Fluency Game
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Introduce One-Minute Timed Reading
Goal: Given a passage, a student can read a passage fluently and accurately.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students read in pairs for one minute and record how many words per minute they read on the Fluency Chart.

•

Copies of What Did That Dog
Say?

•

Make copies of the passage What Did That Dog Say? and the Fluency Chart for you and every
student.

•

One Fluency Chart per
student.

•

•

For each student, assemble a resealable bag with a copy of What Did That Dog Say?, a Fluency
Chart, a pencil, and a red and a blue marker. These will be your Fluency bags.

One resealable bag per
student.

•

•

One blue and one red marker
per student.

Partner students. If you have an odd number of students, partner with the remaining student.
You may wish to partner with the student in the group who needs the most support.

•
•

One pencil per student.
A one-minute timer.

INTRODUCE
1 Build Background
Distribute the Fluency bags. Have students take out the passage What Did That Dog Say?
We’re going to practice reading with ﬂuency. That means reading with expression,
or feeling. It takes practice to read something well. We have to read the passage
many times before we can read it perfectly. And that is just what we are going to do.
Later on today, I will also be teaching you all about interrogative sentences.
But ﬁrst, we are going to time ourselves reading the passage. I am going to break
you into pairs. I am going to ask one of you to read What Did That Dog Say? for
one minute. Your partner will time you using this timer. Hold up the timer for all to
see. Your partner will also follow along as you read to help keep track of words you
read correctly and any mistakes you make. Then you will switch and your partner
will get a chance to read and you will time him or her. After everyone has had a
chance to read, you’ll count the number of words you read correctly. Then you’ll
record this on your chart. In a couple of days, you’ll read the passage for one minute
again and see if you are able to read more of the story.

Have a stronger reader be
Partner 1 so that the weaker
student has the opportunity to
listen to the passage one time
before reading it aloud. If
necessary, the teacher may also

MODEL

be the student’s partner in this
activity.

2 Model the Process
If students are not familiar with timed reading, model it for them as follows.

Explain to students that even
though this is a timed reading, it
is not a race. The goal is to read
clearly so that others can
understand and even enjoy
listening to you read aloud.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

My turn ﬁrst. Who will time me as I read for one minute? Choose a volunteer. I want
the rest of you to follow along as I read. Read at approximately the target ﬂuency rate
for this grade level. Skip a few words and replace one word for another as you read to
show students how to record these mistakes. Remind students that accuracy and feeling
are as important as speed. Ask students to tell you what word you got up to. Well, I will
keep practicing. The more I practice, the more words I will be able to read ﬂuently
next time! Now it’s your turn!
(Continued on next page)
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Introduce One-Minute Timed Reading
PRACTICE
3 Practice Reading with Fluency
Assign partners and have them sit together. Assign Partner 1 and Partner 2 in each pair.
Are you ready? Raise your hand if you are Partner 1. You will read the passage
ﬁrst.
Raise your hand if you are Partner 2. You will tell your partner when the time is
up.
When one minute is up, circle the last word you read. Then, switch roles with
your partner so that everyone has a chance to read. Start the timer and tell students
when to begin and when to stop.
4 Complete the Chart
After everyone has read, help students count and ﬁll in their Fluency Charts with the number of
words read accurately.
Now let’s see how many words you read.
Tell students to look at the number at the start of the line where they circled their last word. Then
ask them to count up from that number to the word they circled. Next, ask them to subtract the
words they missed or read incorrectly. Ask them to use the blue marker to shade in their Fluency
Chart up to the number of words they read correctly. Circulate around the room helping students
with all the steps involved. Teacher may also choose to mark their Fluency Charts with any
mistakes or missed words instead, if the teacher thinks the students may have trouble doing it
themselves.
5 Moving Forward
Continue to the next activity, Model Reading With Fluency.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Model Reading With Fluency
Goal: The student can hear what reading with fluency and expression sounds like, especially with
respect to interrogative sentences.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students track print and read silently as the teacher models fluent reading, with a focus on interrogative sentences.

Fluency bags.

Review the passage What Did That Dog Say? and practice reading it aloud several times before
modeling for students. Pay particular attention to interrogative sentences.

MODEL
1 Have students turn over or put aside their copies of What Did That Dog Say?
We just read What Did That Dog Say? together. Now it’s time to talk about
interrogative sentences. Who can tell me more about interrogative sentences?
Interrogative sentences are questions about something that the speaker is curious
about or would like to know more about. Interrogative sentences end with a
question mark.

If you notice that some students
are struggling to track words as

How do we sound when we read interrogative sentences? We sound like we are
asking something. We should not sound like we are telling something. Now I’m
going to read What Did That Dog Say?. Notice how I say the words naturally, like
when I’m talking. Pay special attention to how I read interrogative sentences. Read
the passage aloud using proper expression. Be sure to enunciate each word as you read, so
that students can hear each word clearly and distinctly.

you read aloud, slow the pace of
your reading. This will allow
every student to follow along in
his or her copy of the passage. It
is important that students
connect the spoken to the
written word.

PRACTICE
2 Students Track Passage as You Read Aloud

If students can track print with
ease, encourage them to listen
for the ways your voice changes
as you read. After reading the
passage, elicit student comments
about how your voice changed in
response to the target skill.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

How did I sound as I read? Elicit feedback. Did I sound sure of myself? Or did it
sound like I wanted to know something? Allow students to respond. When we read
interrogative sentences, we are asking about something that we are not sure about or
want to know. Now I’m going to read the passage again. This time I’d like you to
follow along by pointing to each word as I read it. This is going to help you when it
is your turn to read. Read the passage with ﬂuency and expression. When reading to the
class, make sure to pay special attention to any sentences that showcase the target skill.
(Continued on next page)
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Model Reading With Fluency
3 Close the activity by asking the students such questions as:
How did I use my voice in diﬀerent ways while I read? Did I read loudly enough
for all of you to hear? Did I read clearly so that you understood each word of the
passage? Did I sound angry? Did I sound shy? Did I sound certain? Or did I
sound a little unsure of myself? Allow students to respond. When we read
interrogative sentences, our voices go up at the end of the sentence. For example,
listen to how I say this question: Where is my book? Did you notice how my voice
went up? That’s because this sentence is an interrogative sentence.
I tried to read loudly so that you could hear me. I tried to read clearly so that you
could all understand me. I tried to read with feeling and expression so that you
would ﬁnd the passage interesting. This passage had some interrogative sentences.
Did you notice how my voice changed? I had to use a diﬀerent tone. My voice
sounded as if I were asking something. It didn’t sound conﬁdent the way it did
when I read declarative sentences last time. The tone of my voice changed because
I was asking a question. If I had been making a statement or making
exclamations, I would have used a diﬀerent tone.
Now that you have heard me read the passage, you will also try your best to read
loudly and clearly, paying special attention to interrogative sentences when it is
your turn.
4 Have students put the materials back in their Fluency bags and collect them for the next session.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Narrative Text: Preview and Make Predictions
Goal: The student will preview a text and make predictions about its content.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
The teacher introduces and models the process of previewing a text and making predictions. Students preview a story
and make predictions about what happens in the story.

Grade 2 Book of Stories: The
Great Escape.

Preview The Great Escape. Note any potential obstacles to students’ comprehension.

BEFORE READING
1 Preview and Build Background
Readers, we are going to start reading a story about a little boy who is about your
age. But before we start reading, we’re going to do what we always must do when we
pick up a new book. We are going to preview the book and make a prediction. That
means we look through the book quickly and guess what will happen in the story.

READING
To build awareness of the basic

2 Think Aloud

parts of a book, show students

Let’s pretend that I am in the library, and I am choosing a book to read. Hmmm,
what will I read today? I see this book on a shelf. Hold up the title page of The Great
Escape. First, I read the title, The Great Escape. This sounds like an exciting story!
Somebody is going to make an escape!

several books and point out the
cover, title, author name, first
illustration, and subsequent
illustrations. Then have students

Next, I look at the title picture. What do we see in the picture? Elicit responses. Now
I’ll ﬂip through the story and look at some more pictures and sentences. What do
we see now? Elicit responses. I love to read about animals, and I think this will be an
exciting story. I think I will borrow it from the library and read it!

name the parts as you flip
through another few books.
Make sure students understand
the meaning of the word escape.
To support visual and kinesthetic
learners, act out the process of
escaping from a confined place.

AFTER READING
3 Discuss the Text
Now that we have previewed The Great Escape, I want each of you to make a
prediction: What do you think will happen in the story? Elicit a prediction from each
student. Discuss students’ predictions as time permits.

After students have made their
predictions, discuss which

4 Wrap Up

predictions are most likely to
come true.
What are the clues that led to
your predictions?
Are there any predictions that
are most likely to come true?
Why or why not?

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

Today we previewed a book, just like we would if we were choosing something to
read at a library. We also made predictions about what we think will happen in the
story. Taking time to preview a story and make a prediction about it helps us
understand the story. It also helps get us excited about the story.
Next time we’ll start reading The Great Escape. We will get to know the story very
well. And along the way, we’ll see if our predictions come true!
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Guess My Punctuation: Fluency Game
Goal: The student can read a sentence with the appropriate expression based on punctuation.
Note to Teacher: Many teachers find that practicing Reader’s Theatre and Burst News takes up the full
instructional time. Games are an important part of Burst, but please exercise your own judgment about
whether spending more time practicing the play and the news scripts or playing the game is right for
your group.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
To play this game, a student reads a sentence, and the rest of the group guesses if the sentence is a statement, a
question, or an exclamation.

Guess My Punctuation
cards.

•
•

Write the names of the students on the board.
Keep score of the points on the board.

MODEL
1 Explain the Rules of the Game
Have the students sit in a circle. Stack the Guess My Punctuation cards face down in the center of
the circle.
We are going to play a game called Guess My Punctuation. When it is your turn,
you will pick up a card and read it aloud. You need to make sure you use the
appropriate expression, because the rest of us will try to guess if your sentence is a
statement, a question, or an exclamation. Remember your voice goes up, or gets
higher, at the end of a question. It sounds excited when you read an exclamation.
When you read a statement, you should sound as though you are saying something
of which you are sure. You should not sound like you don’t believe what you are
saying.
When it is not your turn to read, you should listen quietly. If you think you know
whether the sentence is a question, an exclamation, or a statement based on your
friend’s reading, raise your hand.
I will call on one of you to guess the punctuation. Remember, questions end with a
question mark, exclamations end with an exclamation point, and statements end
with a period. If you guess correctly, you will get one point and the reader will get
two points. If you do not guess correctly, neither you nor the reader will get any
points. I will keep track of the points. On the board, keep track of the points by
entering the score for each student next to his or her name.
The player with the most points at the end wins, so it’s important to be a good
reader and a good listener.
2 Model How to Play the Game
If students are not yet comfortable with this game, model for the group how to play.
(Continued on next page)
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Guess My Punctuation: Fluency Game
PRACTICE
3 Play the Game
Play several rounds of the game so each player participates several times. The game ends when
students have had an equal number of turns to read. Collect the game cards to use again.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Strengthen Word Reading: Pronouncing
Multisyllabic Words
Goal: The student can read each syllable in a multisyllabic word and pronounce the word correctly.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students learn a strategy for reading multisyllabic words syllable by syllable.

•
•

Board to write on.
Fluency bags.

When pronouncing the syllables in a word, such as capital, take care to pronounce the correct vowel
sound in each syllable. Remember, vowel sounds can be long, short, or schwas. Note, for example,
that the /i/ in capital is short.

MODEL
1 Build Background Through Review
Distribute the Fluency bags and have students sit with their partners.
Some long words can be diﬃcult to pronounce. So today, we will learn a strategy for
pronouncing long words syllable by syllable. What is a syllable? A syllable is a word
part that has a vowel or a vowel sound. Remember, the following letters are vowels:
a, e, i, o, u, and sometimes y.
The word red has one syllable: red. The word yellow has two syllables: yel-low. The
word magenta has three syllables: ma-gen-ta. How many syllables are in black? (one)
How many in purple? (two) How many in lavender? (three) Great. Now that we know
what syllables are, we can ﬁnd them in long words.
2 Model the Strategy
If students are not yet comfortable with this strategy, model it for them with the word capital as
follows or with another word of your choosing.
When we learn a long vocabulary word in class, I will say it out loud to show you
how to pronounce it correctly. When you next read the word in a book or passage,
however, you might not remember how to pronounce it. Breaking the word into its
syllables can help.

If students struggle with the
strategy, model it again. Use
two-syllable words until students

Let’s try it with the word capital. That is a long word. Listen as I show you how to
pronounce it. Capital. Capital means the city where a nation’s government is based.
Capital. Say it with me. (capital) Good.
Write the word capital on the board.

can decode them easily.

Let’s look at the word capital. To read this word, I identify each syllable from the
beginning of the word to the end. When I ﬁnd the ﬁrst syllable, I draw a line next to
the last letter of the syllable. Let’s try it.
Substitute longer and more
difficult words of your choosing,
from a newspaper, for example.
Have students read the syllables
without covering the other word
parts.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

I start by identifying the ﬁrst syllable. It’s /cap/. I draw a line after the p. That tells
me that the ﬁrst syllable ends with the letter p. Then I ﬁnd the second syllable. It is
/i/. I draw a line after the i. That tells me that the second syllable is just the letter i.
Then I ﬁnd the third syllable. It is /tal/. I draw a line after the letter l. That shows
that the third syllable is /tal/. Now I can say the word syllable by syllable. Cap-i-tal.
(Continued on next page)

This Burst created for , Burst #1

11

Strengthen Word Reading: Pronouncing Multisyllabic Words

Now you say the word syllable by syllable. (cap-i-tal). When we pronounce long
words syllable by syllable, we are more likely to say them correctly.

PRACTICE
3 Practice Reading Multisyllabic Words
Erase capital and write the word diﬀerent on the board. Pronounce the word for the students. Ask
them to read the word back to you.
Now let’s break this word into syllables. Invite a student to identify and draw a line
at the end of the ﬁrst syllable. Correct as necessary. Invite another student to identify
and draw a line at the end of the second syllable. Repeat until all syllables in the word
have been identiﬁed. Then, as a group, pronounce the word syllable by syllable.
4 Continue through the following word list, ensuring each student has several turns: communicate,
listen, language, hungry, excited.
5 If time permits, help students deﬁne these and any other unfamiliar words from the passage before
moving on to the next activity.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Read With Expression: Interrogative Sentences
Goal: The student can identify the features and correctly read interrogative sentences with the
appropriate expression.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students practice reading interrogative sentences from the passage.

•
•

Board to write on.
Fluency bags.

Write on the board the following sentence from the passage What Did that Dog Say?:
Have you ever wished dogs could talk?

MODEL
1 Build Background
Now we will practice reading with expression. This means reading with feeling.
Knowing what diﬀerent punctuation marks mean helps you make sense of what you
are reading and helps you read with the correct expression.
A sentence always begins with a capital letter and ends with punctuation. A question
mark at the end of a sentence shows the writer is asking a question. A period means
the writer is telling something or making a statement.
2 Model Reading Questions With Expression
Today we are going to practice reading sentences that end with a question mark.
When we read a question, our voices go up at the end of the sentence. Notice how
this sentence on the board begins with a capital letter and ends with a punctuation
mark. Listen to my voice as I read this sentence. I am going to read this sentence two
ways. One way is correct, and the other is incorrect.
Write practice interrogative
sentences from the passage on
the board. Allow students time to

First, read the sentence as a declarative sentence. Then read the sentence as an interrogative sentence.
Ask students to identify which way was appropriate for reading a question. Ask students what it was
that you did with your voice that made it sound like a question.

read each interrogative sentence

Very good! You can tell that the second way I read the sentence was the correct way
to read an interrogative sentence.

before writing the next example,
or provide simpler interrogative
sentences for students to

PRACTICE

practice.

3 Students Practice Reading Questions With Expression
Have students take out their copies of the passage What Did that Dog Say?What Did that Dog Say?
Provide more challenging
questions for additional practice,
or ask students to write their
own interrogative sentences to
share with the group. Encourage
students to use some of the new
vocabulary in their interrogative
sentences.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

Now it’s your turn. Find the interrogative sentences in the passage What Did that
Dog Say?What Did that Dog Say? You can ﬁnd them by looking for sentences that
end in question marks. Then, practice reading each interrogative sentence with your
partners. Make sure your voice goes up on the last word of the interrogative
sentence. After you have had a couple of minutes to practice, I will call on each of
you to read one interrogative sentence aloud. Listen to students’ reading and correct
their expression as needed. Model reading with proper expression again as necessary, and
provide new examples to help reinforce the concept.
(Continued on next page)
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Read With Expression: Interrogative Sentences
4 Students Read Aloud
Give students a couple of minutes to practice before calling on them to read aloud. Point to each
question and call on a diﬀerent student to read. If time allows, go through the sentences again,
asking students to read a diﬀerent sentence from the one they read before. Ensure each student has
at least one turn.
5 Ask students to put the materials back in their Fluency bags and collect them for the next session.
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Story Elements: Character
Goal: The student will identify and describe the characters of a story.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
The teacher introduces the concept of character. Students analyze the main character of a story.

• Grade 2 Book of Stories: The
Great Escape.
• Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector.
• The Great Escape: Parts of
a Story.
• Words About Characters.

• On the board or projector, post The Great Escape: Parts of a Story.
• On the board or projector, post Words About Characters.

BEFORE READING
1 Preview
Hello, readers! It’s time to start reading The Great Escape. Today we are going to
talk about something that all stories have in common: characters. Point to The Great
Escape: Parts of a Story on the board.
This chart shows four things that all stories have in common: characters, a setting, a
narrator, and a plot. Point to the Characters box. Characters are the people, animals,
or objects in a story. To ﬁnd the characters in a story, we ask, “Who is this story
about?” There are two main characters in The Great Escape: a person and an animal.
There are many ways to get to know the characters in a story. When we read the
story, we ﬁnd out what the characters do, think, and say. Let’s set our purpose for
reading today: to learn about the character of Bryan, the boy in the story. Give each
student a copy of The Great Escape.

READING
2 First Read
I’m going to read the story aloud while you follow along in your books. Remember
our purpose: to ﬁnd out about the character of Bryan. As I read, ask yourself, “What
are some words that tell about Bryan?” Read aloud page 1 (the ﬁrst page of the story).
To reinforce the concept of

Now we know the two main characters in the story. Who are they? (Bryan and Teddy)
Continue reading to the end of the story. When you reach the parts where Grandma
and Mom are introduced, pause and ask students to identify the new character they
just “met.”

character, ask students to provide
examples of characters in familiar
stories, books, and movies. Have
students categorize each
character as a person, animal,
or object.

AFTER READING
3 Discuss the Text

Challenge students to provide
words describing the character of
Teddy the hamster. Then ask
them to explain their choices.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

Let’s talk about Bryan. Point to Words About Characters on the board. Here are some
words that we often use to describe characters. Who would like to read the words
aloud for me? Have a volunteer read the words. What words would you use to
describe Bryan? What kind of person is he? (Possible responses: loving, smart, loyal,
helpful) For each word students choose, ask, Why do you think Bryan is [smart]?
(Continued on next page)
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Story Elements: Character
4 Wrap Up
Well done, readers! Now we have learned about what characters are. Next time
we’re going to talk about setting.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Games to Play With Stories

Dear Burst Instructor:
If you are looking for a way to spice up this activity, or if you have time remaining after all
tasks are complete, we suggest playing one or more of the following games.
Guess the Character: Have students take turns acting like a character in the story. The rest of
the students then guess which character their classmate is playing.
Act It Out: Have students perform a skit of one or more scenes in the story.
Pass the Story: Have students retell the story by saying what happens first and then “passing”
the story to the next person.
Ask the Author: Have one student take the role of author. The remaining students ask the
author questions about the story—for example, “Who is your favorite character?” “What is the
setting of your story?” “What happens first in your story?”
Tell It in a Sentence: Challenge students to retell a story in one sentence.
Spin to Win: On each section of a spinner, write a story element such as Setting, Plot, or
Characters. Have students take turns spinning and identifying their story element.
Where I Stand: Draw a horizontal line across a chalkboard or whiteboard. At one end of the
line, write I loved it! At the other end, write I didn’t like it! Have students stand along the line
according to how much they like or dislike the story you are reading. Then have each student
explain his or her position.
Forward and Back: Clear some space, and have students stand in a horizontal line. Going
from right to left, ask each student a comprehension question about the story. If a student
answers correctly, he or she takes one step forward. If a student answers incorrectly, he or she
takes one step back. After a certain number of rounds (your choice), the winner is the student
in front.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Practice Reading With Fluency
Goal: The student can read a passage fluently with expression and few errors.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students read a passage that focuses on reading interrogative sentences and then practice reading in pairs.

Fluency bags.

Take out and review your copy of the passage What Did that Dog Say?

MODEL
1 Build Background
Distribute the Fluency bags and have students sit with their partners.
We have been reading What Did that Dog Say? this week. This is a passage that
helps us practice reading interrogative sentences. What punctuation mark is at the
end of an interrogative sentence? Allow students to respond. That’s right! Draw a
question mark on the board. A question mark is the punctuation used at the end of an
interrogative sentence. How should we sound when we read an interrogative
sentence? Allow students to respond. Very good answers! When we read interrogative
sentences, we are asking something, so we sound curious. Well, I have practiced
reading this passage, and you have followed along. Now it is your turn. You are
going to practice reading the complete passage What Did that Dog Say? today.
Remember that when you read with ﬂuency, you read with expression. Pay attention
to the punctuation, and remember that your voice goes up at the end of an
interrogative sentence.

To correct missed punctuation,
model the process as students
repeat after you. In an effort to
correct any stiff or halting
reading, model proper expression

PRACTICE
2 Practice Reading With Fluency

as students repeat after you.

Now it’s your turn. Divide the class into pairs. You are going to read the entire
passage to your partner. If you get stuck or say the wrong word, go back to the
beginning of the sentence and read the entire sentence again.

If students show mastery of the

Read with expression. Pay close attention to the punctuation, too. Sound curious
about what you are asking when reading a sentence that ends in a question mark.
Your partner should follow along as you read.

target skill (reading interrogative
sentences), draw their attention
to another aspect of the passage
that presents a challenge, such as

3 Partner 1 Reads and Partner 2 Follows Along

reading with expression
throughout the passage or
correctly pronouncing a word
that represents an obstacle.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

Let’s start! Listen for students whose reading sounds halting and help them read with
ﬂuency and expression. For stories that include dialogue, help students read correctly to
show the characters’ feelings. Allow students two minutes of practice.
(Continued on next page)
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Practice Reading With Fluency
4 Partner 2 Reads and Partner 1 Follows Along
Okay, now switch roles. Partner 2 reads while Partner 1 follows along. Allow
students to read for two minutes, helping them as you did earlier. Then continue to
the next activity, Review One-Minute Timed Reading.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Review One-Minute Timed Reading
Goal: The student can read a passage with fluency and few errors.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students read for one minute, chart the number of words they read, and answer comprehension questions using
think-pair-share.

•
•

Fluency bags.

Review your copy of the passage What Did that Dog Say?

A one-minute timer.

INTRODUCE
1 Build Background
Hold up the timer.
Remember how on the ﬁrst day of this Burst we timed each other as we read the
passage? Well, guess what? We are going to do it again today. You are going to read
What Did that Dog Say? for one minute to see if you can read more than you did on
the ﬁrst day. Partner 1 will read the passage ﬁrst. Partner 2 will follow along as
Partner 1 reads. Partner 1 should read aloud as quickly as possible, but with feeling.
Meanwhile, Partner 2 will mark any mistakes. Partner 2 will also circle the last word
read before the timer runs out. Then you’ll switch roles.

PRACTICE
2 Timed Reading
Begin when I say, “Start reading.” Start the timer and prompt students when to start
and when to stop reading for both Partner 1 and Partner 2.
3 Complete the Chart
After all the students have read, help them calculate their scores and ﬁll in their charts.

Allow students who require
additional practice to read the
same passage a few times before
they move to the next one.

If a student gets to the end of
the passage before one minute is
up, tell him or her to start over
from the beginning.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

Let’s see how many words you read. Look at the number at the start of the line
where you circled your last word. Then count up from that number to the word you
circled. Next, subtract the number of words you missed. Use your red markers to
shade in your Fluency Chart to the number of words you read correctly. Gather the
group.
So how did we all do? Did you read more words this time than last time? Why do
you think you read more, the same, or less this time? As we get more and more
familiar with this passage, we get better at reading it. Because we know how to
pronounce all the words and read all the sentences, we tend to read a little faster.
But remember, reading with ﬂuency does not mean that you are racing to ﬁnish or
racing to read the most words. You should take your time to read the words
correctly.
(Continued on next page)
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Review One-Minute Timed Reading
4 Review the Passage
If time permits, have students respond to the attached questions about the passage.
Great job! Now I’m going to ask you some questions about what you read.
Remember, we want to read with ﬂuency so that we can read more easily and
understand more. Think about your answers ﬁrst. Then turn to your partner and
discuss them. When you are ready, I’ll call on you to share your answers. Read the
ﬁrst question. Allow student pairs suﬃcient time before calling on a student to share
the answer. Then continue with the other questions. If students need help with the
inferential questions, model how to use clues from the passage and prior knowledge to
ﬁgure out the answers.
5 Have students put the materials back in their Fluency bags and collect them for the next session.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

This Burst created for , Burst #1

21

Q & A Sheet for What Did that Dog Say?
Questions

Answers

1. What kind of animal is this passage
about?

The passage is about dogs.

2. How does a dog show it wants to play?

A dog might show that it wants to play by
barking loudly.

3. What does a dog use to communicate?

A dog uses sounds and its body to
communicate.

4. What is something that might make a
dog wag its tail to show it’s happy?

Possible answers: A dog might wag its tail to
show it is happy when it is about to play fetch,
be fed, or be taken for a walk.

5. You see a strange dog near you
wagging its tail in a small, slow way.
Should you pet it? Explain.

No; there are many reasons why a dog wags its
tail. A slow, small wag can mean the dog is
nervous or unsure of something. It may not be
happy to see you or want you to pet it. It is best
to stay away from strange dogs.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Story Elements: Setting
Goal: The student will identify the setting of a story and explain how the setting relates to the story’s
overall meaning.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
The teacher introduces the concept of setting. Together, students and the teacher read a story and identify the setting
and how it changes. Then they discuss how the setting contributes to the overall meaning of the story.

• Grade 2 Book of Stories: The
Great Escape.
• Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector.
• The Great Escape: Parts of a
Story.

• On the board or projector, post The Great Escape: Parts of a Story.
• In the Characters box, write the following: Bryan, Teddy, Grandma, Mom.

BEFORE READING
1 Preview and Build Background
Readers, we have been learning about four things that every story has: characters, a
setting, a narrator, and a plot. Show the Parts of a Story chart and point to the
Characters box. Last time we talked about characters—the people, animals, and
objects in a story. We found out that the characters of The Great Escape are Bryan,
Teddy, Grandma, and Mom.
Today we’re going to talk about setting. Point to the Setting boxes. To ﬁgure out the
setting of a story, we ask, “Where does this story happen, and when does it happen?”
The setting of a story can change. For example, one story might start in the morning
and end at night. Another story might start on Earth and end on the Moon!
We’re going to ﬁgure out the setting of The Great Escape. We’ll answer these
questions: Where does the story happen? When does the story happen? At what time
of day or what time of year? To ﬁnd out, let’s reread the story. Distribute copies of
The Great Escape.

Ask students to provide examples
of familiar stories (books, movies,
or television shows) and their

READING

settings. Write their responses on
the board and talk about the

2 Second Read

more unusual settings. Add your
own examples if necessary.

Have students turn to a partner
and talk about how The Great

Let’s ﬁgure out the setting at the beginning of the story. Read pages 1 and 2. This
looks like a living room. I think Bryan is at home. In the Setting: Where? box of the
Parts of a Story chart, write at home, living room. Now we need to think about when the
story is happening. What time of day do you think it is? (daytime) Do you think the
story is happening way in the past, like in colonial times, or on a day like today?
(Here’s a hint: Look at Bryan’s clothes.) (a day like today) Write daytime, today’s time
in the Setting: When? box.

Escape would be different if it
had a different setting, such as a
farm, a desert, ancient times, or a
setting that students choose.
Ask students to think of some
stories that have major changes
in setting. For example, Sleeping
Beauty takes place over a period
of many years.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

Now we know the setting at the beginning of the story. Let’s keep reading and see if
the setting changes. When you see a clue that the setting has changed, raise your
hand. Read the rest of the story. Guide students’ awareness of the change of location
from Bryan’s home to outside, near a bridge. Record this setting change in the Setting:
Where? box of the chart. When the story begins, the setting is Bryan’s home. At the
end of the story, the setting is outside next to a bridge. The setting changes between
the beginning of the story and the end of the story. Save the partially completed chart
for the next time you meet with your students.
(Continued on next page)
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Story Elements: Setting
AFTER READING
3 Discuss the Text
How does knowing the setting help us understand the story? Elicit responses from
students, or model and explain some of the following responses. (Possible responses:
Bryan has to follow Teddy around all over the place, and that shows me how much he loves
Teddy. The setting shows us that pets are safest when they are inside our homes. It shows
that an adventure like this can happen in a city like ours, on a day like today.)
4 Wrap Up
Great job, everyone. Today we have learned about setting. Next time we’ll move
on to the next story part: a narrator.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Speed Battle: Fluency Game
Goal: Students can read multisyllabic words fluently.
Note to Teacher: Many teachers find that practicing Reader’s Theatre and Burst News takes up the full
instructional time. Games are an important part of Burst, but please exercise your own judgment about
whether spending more time practicing the play and the news scripts or playing the game is right for
your group.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
To win the game, students must read and collect the most multisyllable word cards.

24 blank index cards.

Write the following 24 multisyllabic words on 24 blank index cards:

•
•
•

Two-Syllable Words: driveway, cupcake, cockroach, backseat, circle, throwing, paper, teacher

•

Five-Syllable Words: university, cafeteria

Three-Syllable Words: terrible, hurrying, amazing, fantastic, inviting, syllable, excitement
Four-Syllable Words: impossible, intelligent, introduction, experiment, education,
championship, whatsoever

MODEL
1 Explain the Rules of the Game
Have the students sit in a circle and stack the cards face down in the center.
We are going to play a word game called Speed Battle. We will go around the circle
and take turns playing.
When it is your turn, turn to the person on your right and ﬂip over a card so you
both can see it. Then both of you should read the word on the card out loud. The
person who says the word correctly ﬁrst gets to keep the word card. Remember that
the game is called Speed Battle, so you will have to read quickly! You will ﬂip over
the card after I say flip.
The rest of us are going to be the judges, and we will decide who reads the word
ﬁrst. If we decide that you both read it correctly at the same time, it’s a Double
Speed Battle! This means that you will ﬂip over two cards at the same time and read
both of them. The ﬁrst person who reads them both correctly will get to keep the
two cards. If both of you read the card incorrectly, we will move on to the next two
students.
The person at the end of the game with the most cards will be our Speed Battle
champion!
2 Model How to Play the Game
If students are not yet comfortable with the rules of this game, model how to play.
(Continued on next page)
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Speed Battle: Fluency Game
PRACTICE
3 Play the Game
Play several rounds of the game until each player has had an even number of turns. Have students
tally the number of cards they have won.
4 Keep the word cards for use in future lessons.
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Reintroduce Reading for One Minute
Goal: The student can read a passage fluently and accurately.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students read in pairs for one minute and chart the number of words they read.

• Fluency bags.

Take out and review your copy of the passage James Cook the Explorer.

• A one-minute timer.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Distribute the Fluency bags. Have students take out the passage James Cook the Explorer.
We’re going to practice reading with ﬂuency. Remember, that means reading
quickly with expression, or feeling, and without making mistakes. Reading with
ﬂuency makes reading easier and helps you better understand what you are reading.
Today you are going to read James Cook the Explorer for one minute. A partner will
follow along to help keep track of words you read correctly and any mistakes you
make. After everyone has had a chance to read, you’ll count the words you read
correctly. Then you’ll record this on your chart. In a couple of days, you’ll read the
passage for one minute again and see if you are able to read more of the story.
2 Model the Process
If students are not yet comfortable with timed reading, model it for them as follows.
My turn ﬁrst. Time me as I read for one minute. With your pencil, underline any
words in the passage that I miss or any mistakes I make. Read at approximately the
target ﬂuency rate (based on DIBELS® ORF) for this grade level. Skip a few words and
replace one word for another as you read to show students how to record these mistakes.
Remind students that accuracy and feeling are as important as speed.

PRACTICE
3 Practice Reading With Fluency
Assign partners and have them sit together. Assign Partner 1 and Partner 2 in each pair.
If a student is making a lot of

Are you ready? Partner 1 will read the passage ﬁrst. Read aloud in a quiet voice.
Remember, you don’t just want to read quickly; you also want to read with feeling
and without making mistakes. This will help you understand what you are reading.

errors or is missing multiple
words while reading, model
reading the passage before the
timed reading.

Partner 2, follow along in your copy of the passage. Mark when your partner makes
a mistake or skips a line or a word.
If a student is reading quickly but

When one minute is up, circle the last word you read. Then, switch roles with your
partner so that everyone has a chance to read. Start the timer and tell students when to
begin and when to stop. Listen as students read in order to check for accuracy.

with many mistakes or without
feeling, have the student practice
reading more slowly to improve
his or her accuracy and
expression.

4 Complete the Chart
After everyone has read, help students count and ﬁll in their Fluency Charts with the number of
words read accurately. Then continue to the next activity, Model Reading With Fluency.
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Model Reading With Fluency
Goal: The student can hear what reading with fluency and expression sounds like.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students track print and read silently as the teacher models fluent reading.

• Fluency bags.

Review your copy of the passage James Cook the Explorer and practice reading it aloud several times
before modeling for students.

MODEL
1 Model Reading With Fluency
Have students turn over or put aside their copy of James Cook the Explorer.
Now I’m going to read the whole passage James Cook the Explorer to you. Notice
how I say the words naturally, just like I am talking. Read the passage aloud using
expression. Be sure to enunciate each word as you read, so that students can hear each
word clearly and distinctly.

PRACTICE
2 Students Track Print as You Read Aloud
Now I’m going to read the passage again. This time I’d like you to follow along and
point to each word as I read it. Read the passage with ﬂuency and expression. As you
read, glance at students to ensure each student is following along and pointing to the
correct words in the passage as you say them.

If you notice that some students
are struggling to track words as
you read aloud, slow the pace of
your reading. This will allow
every student to follow along in

3 Reﬂect on the Reading
Close the activity by asking the students such questions as:

his or her copy of the passage. It
is important that students

What did you think about the way I read the passage? Did you ﬁnd the passage
interesting? Why or why not?

connect the spoken to the
written word.

How did I use my voice in diﬀerent ways while I read? Did I read loud enough for
you to hear? Did I read clearly so that you understood each word of the passage?
If students can track print with
ease, encourage them to listen

I tried to read loudly so that you could hear me. I tried to read clearly so that you
could understand me. I tried to read with feeling and expression so that you would
ﬁnd the passage interesting.

for the ways your voice changes
as you read. After reading the
passage, elicit student comments
about how your voice changed in

When it is your turn to read aloud, try to read loudly, clearly, and with feeling—just
like I showed you.

response to punctuation such as
question marks and exclamation
points.

4 Have students put the materials back in their Fluency bags and collect them for the next session.
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Story Elements: Narrator
Goal: The student will identify the first-person narrator of a story.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
The teacher introduces the concept of a narrator. Students identify the first-person narrator of The Great Escape. Then
they analyze the author’s choice of a particular narrator.

• Grade 2 Book of Stories: The
Great Escape.

• On the board or projector, post The Great Escape: Parts of a Story, which is partially completed
from Day 3.

• Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector.

• Ahead of time, think of a brief anecdote from your own life that you can tell students from a
ﬁrst-person perspective.

• The Great Escape: Parts of a
Story (partially completed
from Day 3).

BEFORE READING
1 Preview and Build Background
Readers, last time we talked about the setting of The Great Escape. Point to the Parts
of a Story chart on the board. Today we will talk about the third thing that every story
has: a narrator. A narrator is another word for a storyteller. There would never be
any stories if we had nobody to tell them!
Sometimes a story is told by a character inside the story. This is a very common kind
of storyteller. For example, if I tell you a story about my own life, I am telling you
the story the way I experienced it. I am the narrator.
Here is an example. Tell students your brief anecdote. Make sure to use a lot of ﬁrstperson pronouns—I, my, we, our, and so on. Notice that when I tell you a story about
my own life, I say a lot of me words, like I, me, my, we, and our.
To help students understand the
concept of a first-person
narrator, have a student tell a

READING
2 Third Read

quick story about something that

Now we’re going to ﬁgure out the narrator of The Great Escape. I’ll give you a hint:
The narrator is a character in the story. Distribute copies of the story.

happened to him or her and a
group of people—for example,
the student and a few friends.

While I read a few pages from the story, ask yourselves, “Who is telling this story?”
Raise your hand when you think you know who the narrator is. Start reading aloud
at page 3. Stop when students start raising their hands. Who is the narrator of the
story? (Bryan) How do you know? (Possible responses: He talks about “my grandma woke
me up.” He is a character in the story.) Write Bryan in the Narrator box of the Parts of a
Story chart on the board.

Then point out that any of the
people involved in the situation
could tell the story. The basics of
the story will be mostly the same;
it’s just the storyteller that
changes.

AFTER READING
3 Discuss the Text
Have students turn to a partner
and talk about how The Great
Escape would be different if the
narrator were another character
in the story, such as Grandma,
Mom, or even Teddy.
© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

Great work, story detectives. Now, I want to make sure you know that the author
and the narrator of a story can be diﬀerent. Turn back to the title page and hold it up.
The author of this story is named Madeleine Francis. She wrote the words on paper.
But is Madeleine Francis the person who tells the story? (No.) Who is the narrator?
(Bryan) Right.
(Continued on next page)
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Story Elements: Narrator

Madeleine Francis could have made any character into the narrator—Bryan’s
grandma, Bryan’s mom, or even Teddy the hamster. Why do you think
Madeleine Francis chose to make Bryan the narrator of the story? Elicit responses
and discuss. (Possible responses: Bryan is the person who loves Teddy the most. He knows
Teddy the best, and he cares the most about what happens to Teddy. Bryan is part of the
whole story, so he can tell it the best.)
4 Wrap Up
You are all becoming better readers every day. I’m really impressed with the way
you ﬁgured out the narrator of the story. I’m even more impressed with your
thoughts about why Bryan was a good narrator for the story.
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Games to Play With Stories

Dear Burst Instructor:
If you are looking for a way to spice up this activity, or if you have time remaining after all
tasks are complete, we suggest playing one or more of the following games.
Guess the Character: Have students take turns acting like a character in the story. The rest of
the students then guess which character their classmate is playing.
Act It Out: Have students perform a skit of one or more scenes in the story.
Pass the Story: Have students retell the story by saying what happens first and then “passing”
the story to the next person.
Ask the Author: Have one student take the role of author. The remaining students ask the
author questions about the story—for example, “Who is your favorite character?” “What is the
setting of your story?” “What happens first in your story?”
Tell It in a Sentence: Challenge students to retell a story in one sentence.
Spin to Win: On each section of a spinner, write a story element such as Setting, Plot, or
Characters. Have students take turns spinning and identifying their story element.
Where I Stand: Draw a horizontal line across a chalkboard or whiteboard. At one end of the
line, write I loved it! At the other end, write I didn’t like it! Have students stand along the line
according to how much they like or dislike the story you are reading. Then have each student
explain his or her position.
Forward and Back: Clear some space, and have students stand in a horizontal line. Going
from right to left, ask each student a comprehension question about the story. If a student
answers correctly, he or she takes one step forward. If a student answers incorrectly, he or she
takes one step back. After a certain number of rounds (your choice), the winner is the student
in front.
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Use Word Strategies: Suffixes
Goal: The student can read long or difficult words fluidly and correctly.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students use suffixes to figure out difficult words and make reading easier.

• Board to write on.

Write wanted and hopped on the board.

• Fluency bags.
• Dictionary.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Distribute the Fluency bags and have students sit with their partners.
Long words can look diﬃcult to read, but are easy to read when you break them
into smaller parts. Today you’ll learn how to look for word parts called suﬃxes at
the ends of long words. A suﬃx is a letter or group of letters added to the end of a
word. Two common suﬃxes that we add to lots of words are -ing and -ed.
2 Model Using Suﬃxes to Decode Long or Diﬃcult Words
When I come to a long word I don’t know, I always see if it ends with a suﬃx. Point
to the word wanted.
When I look at this word I see that it has the letters -ed at the end. I know that -ed is
sometimes added to action words to show that something happened in the past. It’s
important to always pronounce the suﬃx when you read the word. That way your
reading will be clear. This suﬃx is pronounced as /ed/, like in wanted, or as /t/, like
in hopped. It can also be pronounced as /d/ as in happened.
Next, I look at the beginning of the word to see if it looks familiar. I recognize the
word want at the beginning of this word. I put the beginning of the word together
with its suﬃx to read the whole word: want ed; wanted.
Finally, I think about whether I know the word and can say its meaning. If I’m not
sure of the word’s meaning, I look for clues in the passage that help me deﬁne the
word, or I look up the word in a dictionary.

If students struggle with the
strategy, model it again. First
have students practice with

PRACTICE

familiar words such as played and
jumped, until students can
decode them easily.

3 Students Practice Using Suﬃxes to Decode Long or Diﬃcult Words
Have students take out their copies of the passage James Cook the Explorer.
Now it’s your turn. Look through the passage James Cook the Explorer with your
partner. Underline all the words that have the suﬃx -ed. When you are done, I will
call on each of you to read one of the words and say its meaning. The rest of you will
point to your noses if you agree. Remember to clearly pronounce the whole word
with its suﬃx. Give students time to ﬁnd all of the words with the suﬃx -ed. Call on
individual students to read the words aloud.

Provide students with more
complex words to practice. Or,
challenge students to find words
in the passage with other
suffixes.

4 If time permits, help students deﬁne any other unfamiliar words from the passage before moving on
to the next activity.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

This Burst created for , Burst #1

32

Read With Expression: Declarative Sentences
Goal: The student can read sentences with proper expression.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students practice reading declarative sentences from the passage.

• Board to write on.
• Fluency bags.

Write on the board the following sentence from the passage James Cook the Explorer:
James Cook was an explorer.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Now we will practice reading with expression. This means we read with feeling.
Writers use punctuation marks to help readers understand a story. Knowing what
these diﬀerent punctuation marks mean helps you make sense of what you are
reading and helps you read with the correct expression.
A period at the end of a sentence shows the writer is making a statement. A question
mark at the end of a sentence shows the writer is asking a question. An exclamation
point at the end of a sentence shows excitement.
2 Model Reading Declarative Sentences
Today we are going to practice reading statements that end with a period. When we
read a sentence that ends in a period, our voice stays steady. It does not go up at the
end, as it does when we read a question. We should sound interested in what we are
reading, but not very excited as when we read exclamations. Listen as I read a
sentence a few diﬀerent ways. First, read the sentence as a question. Second, read the
sentence as an exclamation. Last, read it as a statement. Repeat the process, pausing
between readings to allow students to explain how each reading is diﬀerent.
Write practice sentences from the
passage on the board one by
one. Allow students time to read
each sentence before writing the

PRACTICE
3 Students Practice Reading Declarative Sentences
Have students take out their copy of the passage James Cook the Explorer.

next example. Or, provide simpler

Now it’s your turn. Practice reading sentences from the passage James Cook the
Explorer with your partner. Keep your voice steady at the end of each sentence. Do
not raise it as you would with a question. After you have practiced, I will call on
each of you to read one sentence aloud. Listen to students’ reading and correct
students’ expression as needed. Model reading with and without proper expression again
as necessary and provide new examples to reinforce the concept.

sentences for students to
practice.

Provide more challenging
sentences for additional practice.
Or, have students write their own
declarative sentences for group
practice.

4 Students Read Aloud
Give students a few minutes to practice before calling on them to read aloud. Select a sentence for
each student to read, or have students choose their own. Ensure each student has a turn.
5 Have students put the materials back in their Fluency bags and collect them for the next session.
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Narrative Text: Story Structure and Theme
Goal: The student will retell a story and determine its essential message.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
Students help complete a Retell Chart for a narrative selection and then use the chart to retell the story. Then they
identify the story’s theme, or big idea.

• Grade 2 Book of Stories: The
Great Escape.
• Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector.
• The Great Escape: Retell Chart
(1 for the board).

On the board or projector, post The Great Escape: Retell Chart.

BEFORE READING
1 Preview
Today we’re going to retell the story of The Great Escape in our own words. Point to
the Retell Chart on the board. When we retell a story, we tell what happens at the
beginning of the story, what happens in the middle of the story, and what happens
at the end of the story. Distribute copies of The Great Escape.

READING
2 Final Read
Let’s use our Retell Chart to write down what happens in each part of the story.
Where will we begin? At the beginning, of course! Read page 1 and 2 aloud as students
follow along. What is happening at the beginning? Elicit responses. That’s right.
Bryan lives at home with his hamster, Teddy. In the Beginning column of the Retell
Chart, write Bryan lives at home with Teddy.
Let’s keep reading to ﬁnd out what happens in the middle of the story. Read aloud
pages 3 to 6. What is happening in the middle of the story? Elicit responses. Write two
or three summarizing sentences in the Middle column of the Retell Chart.
Now, how does the story end? See if you can remember. Elicit responses. Let’s read
the last page to make sure we are correct. Read aloud page 7. With students, develop a
summarizing sentence for how the story ends. (Possible responses: Bryan catches up to
Teddy and takes him home for a nap.) Write the sentence in the End column of the Retell
Chart. Then review with students what happens in the beginning, middle, and end of
The Great Escape.

If students have difficulty
retelling the story, provide them
with the following sentence
starters:
At the beginning of the
story, _____.

Great job, everyone! We ﬁgured out the beginning, middle, and end of the story.

In the middle, _____.
At the end of the story, _____.

AFTER READING
3 Pairs
Challenge students to retell The
Great Escape without using the
Retell Chart. You might even give
them the challenge of coming up
with a new ending for the story.
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Now it’s time to retell The Great Escape to a partner. You can use our Retell Chart
for help. One of you will retell the story. Then you’ll switch. Have students ﬁnd
partners and take turns retelling the story to each other. Circulate and help students who
are stuck.
(Continued on next page)
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Narrative Text: Story Structure and Theme
4 Wrap Up
What do you think is the big idea of The Great Escape? What did you learn from
reading this story? Discuss. (Possible responses: Pets are an important part of a family.
You work hard to save your best friend. If you want to go on an adventure, take a friend
with you!)
Well, our time with Bryan and Teddy has come to an end. We learned a lot about
stories while we read The Great Escape together. We learned about three things
that we can ﬁnd in every story: characters, a setting, and a narrator. Next time
we’ll talk about all these skills as we read a new story about a princess. See you
then!
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Dramatic Display: Fluency Game
Goal: The student can read a passage with expression and with few errors.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students select a passage and take turns reading aloud to the group.

• Fluency bags.

None.

MODEL
1 Describe the Activity
Today we are going to read aloud dramatically for one another. This means reading
as if we’re putting on a play or making a presentation. It is a lot of fun for people to
listen to a good reader read aloud dramatically. It is something you can do to
entertain yourselves and your friends so let’s practice.
First, you will look through the passages you have been practicing and choose the
passage that is your favorite. I’ll give you a moment to read it once to yourself. Then
you will read it to the group with as much energy as you can.
If you choose a story that has dialogue, try to read the dialogue as if the characters
were really talking. Think of how you might change your voice to read a character’s
words. If you choose a nonﬁction passage, read clearly and with enthusiasm so that
the audience understands and feels interested in what you are reading.
Remember to pay attention to punctuation. If a sentence ends with an exclamation
point, sound excited as you read that sentence. What should you do if a sentence
ends with a question mark? That’s right, make your voice go up so it sounds like
you are asking a question. Also try to read the words in a phrase together as a group.

PRACTICE
2 Students Take Turns Reading Aloud
Let’s get started! Select a passage. Then take a minute to read the passage to
yourselves. Think about how you want to sound when you read it aloud. When you
are ready I will call on each of you to read. Remember, the goal is to read
dramatically and to have fun!
Select a student to read and ensure the other students listen quietly. Praise the students
when they have ﬁnished reading. Have the class give each reader a big round of applause.
As a variation you can have students work in pairs. The students can split the dialogue,
each reading a diﬀerent character’s words, or take turns presenting the information in
a passage. If time is short, you might time students and have each student read for just
one minute.

© 2009–2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved.

This Burst created for , Burst #1

36

Practice Reading With Fluency
Goal: The student can read a passage fluently with expression and few errors.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students listen to the teacher read and then practice reading in pairs.

• Fluency bags.

Take out and review your copy of the passage James Cook the Explorer.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Distribute the Fluency bags and have students sit with their partners.
You are going to practice reading the complete passage James Cook the Explorer
today. Remember that when you read with ﬂuency, you read with expression. Pay
attention to the punctuation and try not to make mistakes.
2 Model Reading With Fluency
My turn ﬁrst. I will read the passage quickly but carefully. Notice how I read with
expression, so my reading is natural. Listen as I read and point to each word as I say
it. Read the passage with expression and at the target pace for this group. Check that
students are following along.

PRACTICE
3 Practice Reading With Fluency
Now it’s your turn. Partner 1, raise your hand. You are going to read the entire
passage ﬁrst while Partner 2 follows along. If you get stuck or say the wrong word,
go back to the beginning of the sentence and read the entire sentence again.
Read with expression. That means you should sound natural, as if you are talking in
a quiet voice. Pay close attention to the punctuation, too. Pause at commas and stop
at periods. Raise your voice for questions and sound excited for exclamations.

To correct missed punctuation,
model the process as students
repeat after you. To correct stiff

Partner 2, point to the words in the passage as your partner reads. Help your
partner if he or she gets stuck or skips a word or a line.

or unnatural reading, model
proper expression as students
repeat after you.

4 Partner 1 Reads and Partner 2 Follows Along
Let’s start! Listen for students whose reading sounds unnatural and help them read with
expression. For stories that include dialogue, help students read correctly to show the
characters’ feelings. Allow students two minutes of practice.

Set a goal for students (for
example, based on the next
®

DIBELS ORF benchmark) and

5 Partner 2 Reads and Partner 1 Follows Along

allow students to work
independently to meet or surpass
it.
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Okay, now switch roles. Partner 2 reads while Partner 1 follows along. Allow
students to read for two minutes, helping them as you did earlier. Then continue to the
next activity, One-Minute Timed Reading.
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Reintroduce One-Minute Timed Reading
Goal: The student reviews how to read a passage with fluency and few errors.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students read for one minute, chart the number of words they read, and answer comprehension questions using thinkpair-share.

• Fluency bags.

Take out and review your copy of the passage James Cook the Explorer.

• A one-minute timer.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Now you are going to read James Cook the Explorer again for one minute to see if
you can read more than you did on the ﬁrst day you timed yourselves. Partner 1 will
read ﬁrst. Read as quickly as you can, but try to read with feeling and without
making mistakes. At the end of a minute, circle the last word you read.
Partner 2 will follow along as Partner 1 reads. Mark when your partner makes a
mistake or misses a word or line. Then you’ll switch roles.

PRACTICE
2 Have Students Do the Timed Reading
Begin when I say, “Start reading.” Start the timer and prompt students when to start
and when to stop reading for both Partner 1 and Partner 2.
3 Complete the Chart
After all the students have read, help them calculate their scores and ﬁll in their charts.
Let’s see how many words you read. Look at the number at the start of the line
where you circled your last word. Then count up from that number to the word you
circled. Next, subtract the number of words you missed. Use your red marker to
shade in your Fluency Chart to the number of words you read correctly.

Allow students who require
additional practice to read the

4 Review the Passage
If time permits, have students respond to the questions on the next page about the passage.

passage a few times before they

Great job! Now I’m going to ask you some questions about what you read.
Remember, we want to read with ﬂuency so that we can read more easily and
understand more. Think about your answers ﬁrst. Then turn to your partner and
discuss them. When you are ready, I’ll call on you to share your answers.
Read the ﬁrst question. Allow suﬃcient time before calling on a student to share the
answer. Then continue with the other questions. If students need help with the
inferential questions, model how to use clues from the passage and prior knowledge to
ﬁgure out the answers.

move to the next one.

If a student gets to the end of
the passage before one minute is
up, tell him or her to start over
from the beginning.

5 Have students put the materials back in their Fluency bags and collect them for the next session.
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Q & A Sheet for James Cook the Explorer
Questions

Answers

1. Who was James Cook?

James Cook was an explorer and a sea captain.

2. Where did James Cook travel?

James Cook traveled all over the world. He
traveled through the Pacific, Atlantic, and
Southern Oceans.

3. What do we call Cook’s Sandwich Islands
today?

Today we call the Sandwich Islands Hawaii.

4. Does James Cook remind you if anyone
else you have read or heard about?

Students’ answers will vary. Encourage
students to support their answers with
information from the passage.

5. Would you like to be an explorer? Why
or why not?

Students’ answers will vary. Encourage
students to support their answers with
information from the passage.
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Apply the Skills: Narrator
Goal: The student will identify third-person narration in a story.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
The teacher reviews the concept of a narrator and introduces the concept of a third-person, all-knowing narrator.
Students preview The Princess Who Never Smiled and make a prediction about the story.

• Grade 2 Book of Stories: The
Princess Who Never Smiled.
• Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector.
• The Princess Who Never
Smiled: Parts of a Story
(1 for the board).

On the board or projector, post The Princess Who Never Smiled: Parts of a Story.

BEFORE READING
1 Review and Build Background
Readers, we have learned that every story has a narrator. Who remembers what a
narrator is? (The narrator is the person who tells the story.) Very good! Now, who is the
narrator of The Great Escape, the story we just ﬁnished reading? (Bryan, the boy with
the hamster) Exactly.
Today we are going to start reading a story called The Princess Who Never Smiled.
Hold up the title page of The Princess Who Never Smiled. This story has a diﬀerent kind
of narrator. Some stories, like The Great Escape, have narrators who are characters
inside the story. A narrator like Bryan can only tell you what he thinks and does.
But other stories have narrators who are outside the story. These narrators are called
all-knowing narrators because they can tell you what everybody in the story is
thinking and doing. They know everything! Point to the Parts of a Story chart on
the board.
Let’s start ﬁlling in the Parts of a Story chart. Now we know the narrator of The
Princess Who Never Smiled. Write all-knowing narrator in the Narrator box of
the chart.

READING
2 Preview the Text
On the board or projector, write

Okay, now we’re going to preview The Princess Who Never Smiled, just like
we always do when we start any new story. Distribute copies of The Princess Who
Never Smiled.

the definitions of challenging
words from The Princess Who
Never Smiled, such as daughter,

I want you to preview the story on your own. I’ll give you two minutes. First, look
at the title and the ﬁrst picture. Then ﬂip through the story and look at some more
pictures and sentences. Pause for two minutes.

amuse, magician, amaze,
meanwhile, journey, cricket, and
ditch. Before or during your
reading of the story, point out
the definitions.

AFTER READING
3 Discuss the Text

Have students provide additional
examples of stories that have
third-person narrators.
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Let’s turn back to the title page. May I have a volunteer to read the title? Very good.
Can you imagine a princess who never smiles? How could that be? Why in the world
would a princess never smile? Elicit responses.
(Continued on next page)

This Burst created for , Burst #1

40

Apply the Skills: Narrator

What do you see in the cover picture? Elicit responses. What did you see in the
other pictures as you previewed the story? Elicit responses.

Now I’d like each of you to make a prediction: What do you think the story will
be about? Elicit a prediction from each student.
4 Wrap Up
Good job previewing the story, everyone. I know I’m excited to ﬁnd out why this
princess never smiles. I’m also excited because this story has an all-knowing
narrator. That means we’re going to ﬁnd out what every single character in the
story is doing and thinking.
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Games to Play With Stories

Dear Burst Instructor:
If you are looking for a way to spice up this activity, or if you have time remaining after all
tasks are complete, we suggest playing one or more of the following games.
Guess the Character: Have students take turns acting like a character in the story. The rest of
the students then guess which character their classmate is playing.
Act It Out: Have students perform a skit of one or more scenes in the story.
Pass the Story: Have students retell the story by saying what happens first and then “passing”
the story to the next person.
Ask the Author: Have one student take the role of author. The remaining students ask the
author questions about the story—for example, “Who is your favorite character?” “What is the
setting of your story?” “What happens first in your story?”
Tell It in a Sentence: Challenge students to retell a story in one sentence.
Spin to Win: On each section of a spinner, write a story element such as Setting, Plot, or
Characters. Have students take turns spinning and identifying their story element.
Where I Stand: Draw a horizontal line across a chalkboard or whiteboard. At one end of the
line, write I loved it! At the other end, write I didn’t like it! Have students stand along the line
according to how much they like or dislike the story you are reading. Then have each student
explain his or her position.
Forward and Back: Clear some space, and have students stand in a horizontal line. Going
from right to left, ask each student a comprehension question about the story. If a student
answers correctly, he or she takes one step forward. If a student answers incorrectly, he or she
takes one step back. After a certain number of rounds (your choice), the winner is the student
in front.
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Reintroduce Reading for One Minute
Goal: The student can read a passage fluently and accurately.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students read in pairs for one minute and chart the number of words they read.

• Fluency bags.

Take out and review your copy of the passage A Garden in the City.

• A one-minute timer.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Distribute the Fluency bags. Have students take out the passage A Garden in the City.
We’re going to practice reading with ﬂuency. Remember, that means reading
quickly with expression, or feeling, and without making mistakes. Reading with
ﬂuency makes reading easier and helps you better understand what you are reading.
Today you are going to read A Garden in the City for one minute. A partner will
follow along to help keep track of words you read correctly and any mistakes you
make. After everyone has had a chance to read, you’ll count the words you read
correctly. Then you’ll record this on your chart. In a couple of days, you’ll read the
passage for one minute again and see if you are able to read more of the story.
2 Model the Process
If students are not yet comfortable with timed reading, model it for them as follows.
My turn ﬁrst. Time me as I read for one minute. With your pencil, underline any
words in the passage that I miss or any mistakes I make. Read at approximately the
target ﬂuency rate (based on DIBELS® ORF) for this grade level. Skip a few words and
replace one word for another as you read to show students how to record these mistakes.
Remind students that accuracy and feeling are as important as speed.

PRACTICE
3 Practice Reading With Fluency
Assign partners and have them sit together. Assign Partner 1 and Partner 2 in each pair.
If a student is making a lot of

Are you ready? Partner 1 will read the passage ﬁrst. Read aloud in a quiet voice.
Remember, you don’t just want to read quickly; you also want to read with feeling
and without making mistakes. This will help you understand what you are reading.

errors or is missing multiple
words while reading, model
reading the passage before the
timed reading.

Partner 2, follow along in your copy of the passage. Mark when your partner makes
a mistake or skips a line or a word.
If a student is reading quickly but

When one minute is up, circle the last word you read. Then, switch roles with your
partner so that everyone has a chance to read. Start the timer and tell students when to
begin and when to stop. Listen as students read in order to check for accuracy.

with many mistakes or without
feeling, have the student practice
reading more slowly to improve
his or her accuracy and
expression.

4 Complete the Chart
After everyone has read, help students count and ﬁll in their Fluency Charts with the number of
words read accurately. Then continue to the next activity, Model Reading With Fluency.
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Model Reading With Fluency
Goal: The student can hear what reading with fluency and expression sounds like.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students track print and read silently as the teacher models fluent reading.

• Fluency bags.

Review your copy of the passage A Garden in the City and practice reading it aloud several times
before modeling for students.

MODEL
1 Model Reading With Fluency
Have students turn over or put aside their copy of A Garden in the City.
Now I’m going to read the whole passage A Garden in the City to you. Notice how I
say the words naturally, just like I am talking. Read the passage aloud using
expression. Be sure to enunciate each word as you read, so that students can hear each
word clearly and distinctly.

PRACTICE
2 Students Track Print as You Read Aloud
Now I’m going to read the passage again. This time I’d like you to follow along and
point to each word as I read it. Read the passage with ﬂuency and expression. As you
read, glance at students to ensure each student is following along and pointing to the
correct words in the passage as you say them.

If you notice that some students
are struggling to track words as
you read aloud, slow the pace of
your reading. This will allow
every student to follow along in

3 Reﬂect on the Reading
Close the activity by asking the students such questions as:

his or her copy of the passage. It
is important that students

What did you think about the way I read the passage? Did you ﬁnd the passage
interesting? Why or why not?

connect the spoken to the
written word.

How did I use my voice in diﬀerent ways while I read? Did I read loud enough for
you to hear? Did I read clearly so that you understood each word of the passage?
If students can track print with
ease, encourage them to listen

I tried to read loudly so that you could hear me. I tried to read clearly so that you
could understand me. I tried to read with feeling and expression so that you would
ﬁnd the passage interesting.

for the ways your voice changes
as you read. After reading the
passage, elicit student comments
about how your voice changed in

When it is your turn to read aloud, try to read loudly, clearly, and with feeling—just
like I showed you.

response to punctuation such as
question marks and exclamation
points.

4 Have students put the materials back in their Fluency bags and collect them for the next session.
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Apply the Skills: Character
Goal: The student will identify and describe the characters of a narrative selection.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
The teacher reviews the story element of character. Students identify and describe the characters of The Princess Who
Never Smiled.

• Grade 2 Book of Stories: The
Princess Who Never Smiled.

On the board or projector, post The Princess Who Never Smiled: Parts of a Story. (This chart is
partially completed from Day 6.)

• Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector.
• The Princess Who Never
Smiled: Parts of a Story
(partially completed from
Day 6).

BEFORE READING
1 Review

• Words About Characters (1
per student).

Today we’re going to read The Princess Who Never Smiled for the ﬁrst time. Point to
the Parts of a Story chart. Last time we talked about the narrator of the story. Our
purpose for reading today will be to ﬁgure out who the characters are.

• Pencils.

First, let’s review: What is a character? (a person, animal, or object in a story)

The title of our new story gives us a clue about one of the characters. Hold up the
title page of The Princess Who Never Smiled. Who do you think might be one character
in the story? (a princess) You’re right! Let’s put the princess on our chart. Write
princess in the Characters box.

READING
2 First Read

All right. Let’s read! Distribute copies of The Princess Who Never Smiled.
If students have difficulty
identifying the minor characters

I’m going to read the story out loud while you follow along in your own books. As I
read, pay attention to who the characters are. We will list them all on our chart.
Read the story aloud. When you ﬁnish a page on which a new character is introduced,
pause and ask, What new character(s) do we meet on this page? Write the remaining
characters—king, clown, magician, poor boy, farmer, ﬁsh, cricket, mouse—in the
Characters box on the chart.

of The Princess Who Never
Smiled, remind them that
characters can be animals as well
as people.

AFTER READING
Have students compare and
contrast one main character of

3 Discuss the Text

The Princess Who Never Smiled
and one main character of The
Great Escape. Ask, How are the
two characters different?
How are the two characters
similar?
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There are a lot of characters in this story, aren’t there? Point to the chart and count.
Nine characters! When a story has lots of characters, usually there are two types of
characters—main characters and minor characters. Main characters are the most
important characters in the story. Minor characters are less important. They might
show up just once or twice.
(Continued on next page)
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Who are the main characters in The Princess Who Never Smiled? (the princess, the
king, and the poor boy) Who are the minor characters? (the clown, the magician, the
farmer, the ﬁsh, the cricket, and the mouse)
Now I’m going to give you a handout that shows words we can use to describe
characters. I want you to circle three words that describe the princess. Then
underline three words that tell about the king. Give each student a copy of Words
About Characters and a pencil.
4 Wrap Up

What words did you use to describe the princess? Elicit responses.

What words did you use to describe the king? Elicit responses.

Wonderful job, readers! Next time we’ll talk about the setting of The Princess
Who Never Smiled.
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Guess My Punctuation: Fluency Game
Goal: The student can read a sentence with the appropriate expression based on punctuation.
Note to Teacher: Many teachers find that practicing Reader’s Theatre and Burst News takes up the full
instructional time. Games are an important part of Burst, but please exercise your own judgment about
whether spending more time practicing the play and the news scripts or playing the game is right for
your group.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
To play this game, a student reads a sentence, and the rest of the group guesses if the sentence is a statement, a
question, or an exclamation.

Guess My Punctuation
cards.

•
•

Write the names of the students on the board.
Keep score of the points on the board.

MODEL
1 Explain the Rules of the Game
Have the students sit in a circle. Stack the Guess My Punctuation cards face down in the center of
the circle.
We are going to play a game called Guess My Punctuation. When it is your turn,
you will pick up a card and read it aloud. You need to make sure you use the
appropriate expression, because the rest of us will try to guess if your sentence is a
statement, a question, or an exclamation. Remember your voice goes up, or gets
higher, at the end of a question. It sounds excited when you read an exclamation.
When you read a statement, you should sound as though you are saying something
of which you are sure. You should not sound like you don’t believe what you are
saying.
When it is not your turn to read, you should listen quietly. If you think you know
whether the sentence is a question, an exclamation, or a statement based on your
friend’s reading, raise your hand.
I will call on one of you to guess the punctuation. Remember, questions end with a
question mark, exclamations end with an exclamation point, and statements end
with a period. If you guess correctly, you will get one point and the reader will get
two points. If you do not guess correctly, neither you nor the reader will get any
points. I will keep track of the points. On the board, keep track of the points by
entering the score for each student next to his or her name.
The player with the most points at the end wins, so it’s important to be a good
reader and a good listener.
2 Model How to Play the Game
If students are not yet comfortable with this game, model for the group how to play.
(Continued on next page)
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Guess My Punctuation: Fluency Game
PRACTICE
3 Play the Game
Play several rounds of the game so each player participates several times. The game ends when
students have had an equal number of turns to read. Collect the game cards to use again.
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Use Word Strategies: Defining Content Words
Goal: The student can read and define content words in a passage.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students identify and define content words from the passage.

• Board to write on.
• Fluency bags.

Write on the board the following sentence from the passage A Garden in the City:
You ﬁnd them in a community garden! Community gardens are places where people can enjoy plants.

• Dictionary.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Distribute the Fluency bags and have students sit with their partners.
When I read the passage A Garden in the City, there were many words about a
community that were new to me. Often when we read about a topic for the ﬁrst
time, there are words that we don’t know. Today, we are going to learn some
strategies for ﬁnding the meaning of new words in a passage. I’ll show you the
strategies ﬁrst. Then you can try them on your own.
2 Model the Strategies
When I come to a new word, I look for clues in the passage to help me understand
the word. Sometimes if I keep reading, I ﬁnd that a new word is deﬁned in the next
few words or sentences. Read the sentence on the board up to the word garden.
I don’t know the word garden, but if I keep reading, maybe the word will be deﬁned
for me. Continue reading the sentence.

Oh, by reading on I ﬁnd out that a garden is a place where people can enjoy plants.

Here’s another way I ﬁgure out new words: I reread a sentence or two before the
sentence that has the word I don’t know. I try to ﬁgure out the word’s meaning
based on clues in those sentences. If I still can’t deﬁne a new word, I can look up the
word’s deﬁnition in a dictionary.

PRACTICE
Working with the group, call on
individual students to look for

3 Students Practice the Strategies

definitions or use context clues to

Now it’s your turn. Read the passage with your partner. When you come to a word
you don’t know, underline it. Then read on to look for the word’s deﬁnition. If
there isn’t a deﬁnition, reread to see if you can make sense of how the word is being
used. When you are done, I will call on each of you to read and deﬁne one of the
words you underlined. Give students a few minutes to work through the words in the
passage. Call on individual students to go through the process aloud.

define each word.

Challenge students to use the
content words in sentences of
their own.

4 Help students pronounce and deﬁne any remaining unfamiliar words from the passage before
moving on to the next activity.
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Read With Expression: Declarative Sentences
Goal: The student can read sentences with proper expression.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students practice reading declarative sentences from the passage.

• Board to write on.
• Fluency bags.

Write on the board the following sentence from the passage A Garden in the City:
Flowers and vegetables don’t just grow on farms.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Now we will practice reading with expression. This means we read with feeling.
Writers use punctuation marks to help readers understand a story. Knowing what
these diﬀerent punctuation marks mean helps you make sense of what you are
reading and helps you read with the correct expression.
A period at the end of a sentence shows the writer is making a statement. A question
mark at the end of a sentence shows the writer is asking a question. An exclamation
point at the end of a sentence shows excitement.
2 Model Reading Declarative Sentences
Today we are going to practice reading statements that end with a period. When we
read a sentence that ends in a period, our voice stays steady. It does not go up at the
end, as it does when we read a question. We should sound interested in what we are
reading, but not very excited as when we read exclamations. Listen as I read a
sentence a few diﬀerent ways. First, read the sentence as a question. Second, read the
sentence as an exclamation. Last, read it as a statement. Repeat the process, pausing
between readings to allow students to explain how each reading is diﬀerent.
Write practice sentences from the
passage on the board one by
one. Allow students time to read
each sentence before writing the

PRACTICE
3 Students Practice Reading Declarative Sentences
Have students take out their copy of the passage A Garden in the City.

next example. Or, provide simpler

Now it’s your turn. Practice reading sentences from the passage A Garden in the
City with your partner. Keep your voice steady at the end of each sentence. Do not
raise it as you would with a question. After you have practiced, I will call on each of
you to read one sentence aloud. Listen to students’ reading and correct students’
expression as needed. Model reading with and without proper expression again as
necessary and provide new examples to reinforce the concept.

sentences for students to
practice.

Provide more challenging
sentences for additional practice.
Or, have students write their own
declarative sentences for group
practice.

4 Students Read Aloud
Give students a few minutes to practice before calling on them to read aloud. Select a sentence for
each student to read, or have students choose their own. Ensure each student has a turn.
5 Have students put the materials back in their Fluency bags and collect them for the next session.
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Apply the Skills: Setting
Goal: The student will identify the setting of a narrative selection.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
The teacher reviews the story element of setting. Students identify the setting of The Princess Who Never Smiled.

• Grade 2 Book of Stories: The
Princess Who Never Smiled.

On the board or projector, post The Princess Who Never Smiled: Parts of a Story. (This chart is
partially completed from Day 7 and Day 6.)

• Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector.
• The Princess Who Never
Smiled: Parts of a Story
(partially completed from
Day 7).

BEFORE READING
1 Review
Today we will reread The Princess Who Never Smiled. Last time our purpose for
reading was to ﬁnd out who the characters are. Point to the Parts of a Story chart.
Today our purpose is to ﬁgure out the story’s setting.
First, let’s review: What is the setting of a story? (when and where a story happens) Very
good. Now, remember that the setting of a story can change. The time and the place
can change between the beginning and the end.
I’m going to help out with the when part of the setting. The Princess Who Never
Smiled is a fairy tale. Almost all fairy tales happen a time long, long ago. That’s just
something you have to know about fairy tales. Write A long time ago in the Setting:
When? box of the chart.

READING
Remind students that the where

2 Second Read

aspect of setting can involve

All right. Let’s read! Distribute copies of The Princess Who Never Smiled.

countries or cities, specific
locations such as houses or

I’m going to read the story again while you follow along in your own books. As I
read, pay attention to where the story is happening. Raise your hand when you hear
a clue. Then raise your hand again if the setting changes. Read the story aloud. Pause
when students raise their hands, and elicit details about the story’s two main settings: the
princess’s castle and the country (where the poor boy goes on his journey).

schools, and specific rooms such
as a living room or a kitchen. The
when aspect of setting can
involve times of day, particular
days such as holidays, months,
seasons, years, or even centuries.

AFTER READING
3 Discuss the Text

Ask, If the princess were born
today, in our town, how do
you think her life would be
different? Why?
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Now let’s ﬁll in our chart with details about the setting. This story happens in two
diﬀerent places. What are they? Elicit responses. (the princess’s castle and the countryside,
near a farm) Write these responses in the Setting: Where? box on the chart.
(Continued on next page)
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Apply the Skills: Setting
4 Wrap Up
Okay, we have ﬁgured out the setting of The Princess Who Never Smiled. Now,
how does the setting help you understand the story? Discuss. (Possible responses:
Maybe the princess doesn’t smile because she is bored with life in her castle. The poor boy
comes from out in the world, so he is new and exciting. The setting helps me see how
diﬀerent the princess and the boy are. The setting helps me see that this is a fairy tale.)
Okay, we have ﬁgured out the setting of The Princess Who Never Smiled. Now,
how does the setting help you understand the story? Discuss. (Possible responses:
Maybe the princess doesn’t smile because she is bored with life in her castle. The poor boy
comes from out in the world, so he is new and exciting. The setting helps me see how
diﬀerent the princess and the boy are. The setting helps me see that this is a fairy tale.)
Readers, next time you’re going to show what you know about the princess in a
really fun way. You’re going to do an interview!
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Games to Play With Stories

Dear Burst Instructor:
If you are looking for a way to spice up this activity, or if you have time remaining after all
tasks are complete, we suggest playing one or more of the following games.
Guess the Character: Have students take turns acting like a character in the story. The rest of
the students then guess which character their classmate is playing.
Act It Out: Have students perform a skit of one or more scenes in the story.
Pass the Story: Have students retell the story by saying what happens first and then “passing”
the story to the next person.
Ask the Author: Have one student take the role of author. The remaining students ask the
author questions about the story—for example, “Who is your favorite character?” “What is the
setting of your story?” “What happens first in your story?”
Tell It in a Sentence: Challenge students to retell a story in one sentence.
Spin to Win: On each section of a spinner, write a story element such as Setting, Plot, or
Characters. Have students take turns spinning and identifying their story element.
Where I Stand: Draw a horizontal line across a chalkboard or whiteboard. At one end of the
line, write I loved it! At the other end, write I didn’t like it! Have students stand along the line
according to how much they like or dislike the story you are reading. Then have each student
explain his or her position.
Forward and Back: Clear some space, and have students stand in a horizontal line. Going
from right to left, ask each student a comprehension question about the story. If a student
answers correctly, he or she takes one step forward. If a student answers incorrectly, he or she
takes one step back. After a certain number of rounds (your choice), the winner is the student
in front.
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Practice Reading With Fluency
Goal: The student can read a passage fluently with expression and few errors.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students listen to the teacher read and then practice reading in pairs.

• Fluency bags.

Take out and review your copy of the passage A Garden in the City.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Distribute the Fluency bags and have students sit with their partners.
You are going to practice reading the complete passage A Garden in the City today.
Remember that when you read with ﬂuency, you read with expression. Pay attention
to the punctuation and try not to make mistakes.
2 Model Reading With Fluency
My turn ﬁrst. I will read the passage quickly but carefully. Notice how I read with
expression, so my reading is natural. Listen as I read and point to each word as I say
it. Read the passage with expression and at the target pace for this group. Check that
students are following along.

PRACTICE
3 Practice Reading With Fluency
Now it’s your turn. Partner 1, raise your hand. You are going to read the entire
passage ﬁrst while Partner 2 follows along. If you get stuck or say the wrong word,
go back to the beginning of the sentence and read the entire sentence again.
Read with expression. That means you should sound natural, as if you are talking in
a quiet voice. Pay close attention to the punctuation, too. Pause at commas and stop
at periods. Raise your voice for questions and sound excited for exclamations.

To correct missed punctuation,
model the process as students
repeat after you. To correct stiff

Partner 2, point to the words in the passage as your partner reads. Help your
partner if he or she gets stuck or skips a word or a line.

or unnatural reading, model
proper expression as students
repeat after you.

4 Partner 1 Reads and Partner 2 Follows Along
Let’s start! Listen for students whose reading sounds unnatural and help them read with
expression. For stories that include dialogue, help students read correctly to show the
characters’ feelings. Allow students two minutes of practice.

Set a goal for students (for
example, based on the next
®

DIBELS ORF benchmark) and

5 Partner 2 Reads and Partner 1 Follows Along

allow students to work
independently to meet or surpass
it.
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Okay, now switch roles. Partner 2 reads while Partner 1 follows along. Allow
students to read for two minutes, helping them as you did earlier. Then continue to the
next activity, One-Minute Timed Reading.
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Reintroduce One-Minute Timed Reading
Goal: The student reviews how to read a passage with fluency and few errors.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
Students read for one minute, chart the number of words they read, and answer comprehension questions using thinkpair-share.

• Fluency bags.

Take out and review your copy of the passage A Garden in the City.

• A one-minute timer.

MODEL
1 Build Background
Now you are going to read A Garden in the City again for one minute to see if you
can read more than you did on the ﬁrst day you timed yourselves. Partner 1 will
read ﬁrst. Read as quickly as you can, but try to read with feeling and without
making mistakes. At the end of a minute, circle the last word you read.
Partner 2 will follow along as Partner 1 reads. Mark when your partner makes a
mistake or misses a word or line. Then you’ll switch roles.

PRACTICE
2 Have Students Do the Timed Reading
Begin when I say, “Start reading.” Start the timer and prompt students when to start
and when to stop reading for both Partner 1 and Partner 2.
3 Complete the Chart
After all the students have read, help them calculate their scores and ﬁll in their charts.
Let’s see how many words you read. Look at the number at the start of the line
where you circled your last word. Then count up from that number to the word you
circled. Next, subtract the number of words you missed. Use your red marker to
shade in your Fluency Chart to the number of words you read correctly.

Allow students who require
additional practice to read the

4 Review the Passage
If time permits, have students respond to the questions on the next page about the passage.

passage a few times before they

Great job! Now I’m going to ask you some questions about what you read.
Remember, we want to read with ﬂuency so that we can read more easily and
understand more. Think about your answers ﬁrst. Then turn to your partner and
discuss them. When you are ready, I’ll call on you to share your answers.
Read the ﬁrst question. Allow suﬃcient time before calling on a student to share the
answer. Then continue with the other questions. If students need help with the
inferential questions, model how to use clues from the passage and prior knowledge to
ﬁgure out the answers.

move to the next one.

If a student gets to the end of
the passage before one minute is
up, tell him or her to start over
from the beginning.

5 Have students put the materials back in their Fluency bags and collect them for the next session.
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Q & A Sheet for A Garden in the City
Questions

Answers

1. What are some things that grow in a
community garden?

Flowers and vegetables can grow in a
community garden.

2. Do the people who work in a
community garden get paid?

No, they are volunteers who work for free.

3. Name two jobs that people who work
in a community garden might do.

Possible answers: Volunteers might plant seeds,
pull out weed, water plants, or help make sure
the plants stay healthy.

4. How might flowers make a community
a more beautiful place?

Possible answers: Flowers are nice to look at;
they are pretty colors; they smell nice.

5. Why is a community garden a good
idea for people who live in cities?

Possible answers: There is not a lot of space to
grow things in a city; in a city many people live
together in a crowded space, so there are many
people who can volunteer; people in cities don?t
all have yards where they can grow their own
gardens.
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Presentation: Interview
Goal: The student will demonstrate understanding of a narrative selection by participating in
an interview.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
The teacher explains and models the procedure of an interview. Students work in pairs to present an interview
between the princess and an interviewer.

• Grade 2 Book of Stories: The
Princess Who Never Smiled.
• Chalkboard, whiteboard, or
projector.

• If possible, invite other students, parents, and administrators to the presentation.
• Create a presentation space for the interview: one seat for the interviewer and one seat for
the princess.
• On the board or projector, post a sign that reads Welcome to Our Interview With the Princess Who
Never Smiled!
• On the board or projector, write the questions listed in MODEL, below.

INTRODUCE
1 Explain
Today we’re going to do a presentation called an interview. An interview is a chance
to ask and answer questions. You’re going to work with a partner. One partner will
play the interviewer, and the other partner will play the princess from our story, The
Princess Who Never Smiled.

MODEL
2 Think Aloud

Provide simpler and fewer
questions to students who are
struggling with comprehension
or oral language.

Provide more inferential
questions to students who are
capable of more sophisticated
analysis.
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The key to a good interview is asking good questions. Let’s make a list of questions
we would like to ask the princess about her life. Here are a few questions that I
would like to ask her (point to the questions on the board):
Where do you live?
What is your life like?
Why don’t you ever smile?
How does your father, the king, try to make you smile?
Ask students to suggest additional questions, and add their responses to the list on
the board.
Now that we have our questions, we can do a practice interview. Who would like to
be the interviewer? Choose a student and show him or her to the interviewer’s chair.
Then sit in the opposite chair and invite the interviewer to read the ﬁrst question on the
board. Answer the question as though you were the princess.
(Continued on next page)
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Presentation: Interview
PRACTICE
3 Plan
Now I want everyone to ﬁnd a partner. One of you will play the princess, and one
of you will be the interviewer. Sit together and practice asking and answering the
questions on the board. If you don’t know the answer to a question, look it up in
the story The Princess Who Never Smiled. Distribute copies of the story. Allow
students ﬁve minutes to practice their interviews. Circulate and help students who
are struggling.
4 Present
Invite each pair to the “stage” to perform their interview. If time is running out, limit each
interview to two or three questions. Applaud after each presentation.
5 Wrap Up/Extension
How did your interview help you learn about the princess? Discuss.
Wonderful work, readers! Encourage students to practice this Burst’s skills with a
new story from the Take It Home Library.
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Speed Battle: Fluency Game
Goal: Students can read multisyllabic words fluently.
Note to Teacher: Many teachers find that practicing Reader’s Theatre and Burst News takes up the full
instructional time. Games are an important part of Burst, but please exercise your own judgment about
whether spending more time practicing the play and the news scripts or playing the game is right for
your group.

In a Nutshell: (5 minutes)
To win the game, students must read and collect the most multisyllable word cards.

24 blank index cards.

Write the following 24 multisyllabic words on 24 blank index cards:

•
•
•

Two-Syllable Words: driveway, cupcake, cockroach, backseat, circle, throwing, paper, teacher

•

Five-Syllable Words: university, cafeteria

Three-Syllable Words: terrible, hurrying, amazing, fantastic, inviting, syllable, excitement
Four-Syllable Words: impossible, intelligent, introduction, experiment, education,
championship, whatsoever

MODEL
1 Explain the Rules of the Game
Have the students sit in a circle and stack the cards face down in the center.
We are going to play a word game called Speed Battle. We will go around the circle
and take turns playing.
When it is your turn, turn to the person on your right and ﬂip over a card so you
both can see it. Then both of you should read the word on the card out loud. The
person who says the word correctly ﬁrst gets to keep the word card. Remember that
the game is called Speed Battle, so you will have to read quickly! You will ﬂip over
the card after I say flip.
The rest of us are going to be the judges, and we will decide who reads the word
ﬁrst. If we decide that you both read it correctly at the same time, it’s a Double
Speed Battle! This means that you will ﬂip over two cards at the same time and read
both of them. The ﬁrst person who reads them both correctly will get to keep the
two cards. If both of you read the card incorrectly, we will move on to the next two
students.
The person at the end of the game with the most cards will be our Speed Battle
champion!
2 Model How to Play the Game
If students are not yet comfortable with the rules of this game, model how to play.
(Continued on next page)
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Speed Battle: Fluency Game
PRACTICE
3 Play the Game
Play several rounds of the game until each player has had an even number of turns. Have students
tally the number of cards they have won.
4 Keep the word cards for use in future lessons.
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Comprehension Review
Goal: The student reviews and practices the comprehension strategies learned earlier in this Burst to
consolidate his or her learning.

In a Nutshell: (15 minutes)
The teacher reviews comprehension strategies, concepts, tools, or hand motions, and students practice applying them
as a group.

•

Book from the school library
or text from this Burst.

•

Based on your observations of areas where students are struggling, select content from this Burst
for added student practice.

•

Any other materials needed.

•

Select a book from the school library or use a text from this Burst that lends itself to the target
skill.

MODEL
1 Explain the purpose of today’s activity. This is a chance to review a strategy that students have
already learned.
2 Prompt students with questions to review the target skill. If necessary, reteach the skill by using the
relevant page from this Burst.
3 Model how to apply the strategies, tools, or hand motions.
4 Ask students if they have any questions about the skill and address their concerns. This is a chance
for you to point out any aspects of the skill that students might ﬁnd confusing.

PRACTICE
5 Have students practice applying the strategies, tools, or hand motions.
6 Repeat the practice activity to ensure each student gets a turn.
7 Check for students’ understanding of the text by asking questions about it that target the skill.
8 Close the activity by encouraging students to practice the skill further. Take a few moments to note
students who continue to struggle with the skill.
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Materials Pages

What Did That Dog Say?
Have you ever wished dogs could talk? Dogs can’t talk, of
11 course, but they communicate in other ways. If you watch and
22 listen, you can learn their language.
28

Growl! Bark! Cry! One way dogs communicate is with

37 sounds. Each sound can mean something different. A dog may
47 growl to say, “Keep away!” A loud bark can mean let’s play.
59 Dogs often cry when they’re hungry or in pain.
68

Dogs use their tails to communicate, too. To show they are

79 happy or excited, they wag their tail in a big, fast way. When they
93 are not sure of someone or something, they wag their tail in a
106 small, slow way.
109

Dogs make sounds and use their bodies in many ways to

120 show what they want and how they feel. Do you have a dog?
133 What is it saying to you?

Title:
What Did That Dog Say?

Grade:
2
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Name ___________________________________________________

Pas
s

age

Titl
e

:

READING 2

READING 1

READING 2

READING 1

READING 2

Number of Words Read

140
135
130
125
120
115
110
105
100
95
90
85
80
75
70
65
60
55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0

READING 1

Fluency Chart

By Madeleine Francis
Illustrated by Margeaux Lucas

My name is Bryan. I have a hamster named Theo.
Most of the time I call him Teddy.
I love my hamster a lot.

Title: The Great Escape

Grade: 2

Story: 3

Page: 1

I want to play with him in the daytime, but I can’t.
That’s because Teddy sleeps during the day.
At night, when I go to sleep, Teddy wakes up. He
runs around in his cage. Now he wants to play.
Then in the morning, when I get up, Teddy goes
back to sleep!

Title: The Great Escape

Grade: 2

Story: 3

Page: 2

One day, my grandma woke me up extra early.
“Bryan,” she said, “the hamster got out!”
“Not again!” I said.

Title: The Great Escape

Grade: 2

Story: 3

Page: 3

My hamster is very clever. Somehow, he can get
out of his cage!
I looked everywhere. He loves to hide in corners.
I looked in every corner of our house.

Title: The Great Escape

Grade: 2

Story: 3

Page: 4

I could not find him anywhere.
Suddenly, to my surprise, Teddy came rolling by.
That clever hamster was in his hamster ball! He
rolled out the front door!
“Teddy,” I yelled. “Come back!”

Title: The Great Escape

Grade: 2

Story: 3

Page: 5

My mom, my grandma, and I ran after Teddy. Teddy
was rolling down the street.
“Teddy, come back!” we yelled.
My mom, my grandma, and I could not keep up with
him. He was so fast.
“Oh, no!” I said. “He’s headed for the bridge. We
have to stop him!”
Title: The Great Escape

Grade: 2

Story: 3

Page: 6

Just before he got to the bridge, I got to Teddy. I
scooped him up in my hands and gave him a hug.
“I hope you had fun, Teddy! Now let’s go home
and put you down to sleep. It’s eight in the morning.
Time for bed!”

Title: The Great Escape

Grade: 2

Story: 3

Page: 7

The Great Escape: Parts of a Story
Setting: Where?

Setting: When?

Place 1: ______________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Place 2: ______________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Characters: Who?

Plot: What happens?

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Narrator: Who tells the story?
_____________________________
_____________________________
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Words About Characters
• happy

• determined

• unlucky

• sad

• scared

• afraid

• lonely

• selfish

• bossy

• funny

• magical

• childish

• brave

• friendly

• loyal

• excited

• kind

• gentle

• angry

• playful

• grouchy

• mean

• creative

• noisy

• smart

• respectful

• nervous

• nice

• loving

• energetic

• cheerful

• mad

• eager

• helpful

• curious

• quiet

• honest

• lucky

• shy

Title:
Words About Characters

Grade:
2
© 2009 Wireless Generation, Inc. All rights reserved.

James Cook the Explorer
James Cook was an explorer. He lived in Great Britain long ago.
12 He wanted to visit new places and see new things, so he traveled
25 all over the world.
29

James Cook liked ships. He worked hard and became a captain.

40 Cook and his crew of sailors traveled across the oceans. He wanted
52 to find a place no one had ever visited before. He sailed the Pacific
66 Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean. He even traveled to the Southern
77 Ocean. It was very cold there and the water was icy.
88

James Cook also visited islands in the Pacific Ocean.

97 He named one of the places he visited the Sandwich Islands.
108 Today, we call these islands Hawaii. James Cook helped the
118 people of Great Britain learn more about the world’s oceans.

Title:
James Cook the Explorer

Grade:
2
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The Great Escape: Retell Chart
Name: ______________________________

B

M

E

Beginning

Middle

End

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

___________________

Big Idea: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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By Madeleine Francis
Photos by Tatiana Hamilton

Once upon a time, there lived a princess.
She never smiled.
Her father, the King, said, “I must find a way to
make my daughter happy. If only just once I
could see her smile!”
Title: The Princess Who Never Smiled

Grade: 2

Story: 4

Page: 1

The King tried everything. He paid a magician to
amaze his daughter. But the princess did not smile.
Next, he paid a clown to amuse his daughter. But
the princess did not smile.
The King began to wonder if anything, anything in
the world, could make his daughter smile.
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Meanwhile, a poor boy worked for a farmer. The
farmer gave the boy three coins. Now, the poor
boy was rich! What would he do with his coins?
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The poor boy went on a journey. He ran into a fish,
a cricket, and a mouse. He gave them each a gold
coin. Now he had none.
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The poor boy continued on his journey.
He fell into a ditch. Ouch!
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Suddenly, his friends, the fish, the cricket, and the
mouse, came to save him.
The princess saw all this from her bedroom window.
She laughed and laughed and laughed at the sight.
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“She’s laughing!” cried the King. “She’s laughing!
I am so happy that I am laughing, too!”
And so the princess met her true love, the poor
worker. And she smiled every day from that day on.
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The Princess Who Never Smiled: Parts of a Story
Setting: Where?

Setting: When?

Place 1: ______________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Place 2: ______________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Characters: Who?

Plot: What happens?

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Narrator: Who tells the story?
_____________________________
_____________________________
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A Garden in the City
Flowers and vegetables don’t just grow on farms. They can
10 grow in a city, too. Where can you find them? You find them in a
25 community garden! Community gardens are places where people
33 can enjoy plants.
36

It takes a lot of volunteers to make a community garden

47 work. Volunteers work for free. They don’t get paid any money.
58 They work because it makes them feel good.
66

In a community garden, volunteers plant seeds and pull out

76 weeds. They water the plants and help make sure the plants stay
88 healthy. They may get dirty and work in the hot sun, but they like
102 what they do.
105

With time and care, flowers grow. Then everyone in

114 the community can enjoy the garden. The garden makes the
124 community more beautiful, and it helps bring people together.

Title:
A Garden in the City

Grade:
2
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