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Build Knowledge 
within Grades

Connect Knowledge  
across Grades

Why knowledge?
Research shows that reading 

comprehension increases with 
background knowledge of a topic. 
CKLA brings the world to kids so 
each student builds a knowledge 
base critical to success in college,  

career, and life.

Students build on prior learning, applying their knowledge 
base and vocabulary to access new texts and content.

Students continue to expand their knowledge across grades 
through a coherent and intentional design. 

By revisiting topics in increasing depth, 
CKLA reinforces comprehension and 

deepens students’ interests.
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Knowledge StrandSkills Strand
Integrated,  
Content-Rich Instruction

Read to Learn, Write to Learn

•  Complex Read-Alouds

•  Background knowledge

•  Vocabulary

•  Text-based discussion

•  Writing

Learn to Read, Learn to Write

•  Systematic phonics

•  Connected reading and writing

•  Grammar

•  Spelling

•  Writing process

•  Vocabulary

•  Handwriting

Daily reading, writing, speaking, and listening 
practice integrated into content-driven units that 
develop knowledge and comprehension

Did you know?

Listening comprehension outpaces reading comprehension 
until age thirteen. CKLA’s two-strand approach ensures 
students build knowledge and vocabulary through 
appropriately complex Read-Alouds while still learning basic 
and advanced code.

The CKLA Classroom
A unique structure allows every student to develop foundational skills and build 
knowledge for deep comprehension.

 Grades 3–5 Grades K–2



101
Lesson 6 History of Space Exploration and Astronauts

Lesson 6: History of Space Exploration and Astronauts

Application
Reading: Students will identify and write opinion statements.

[W.1.1]

OPINION WRITING (10 MIN)

• Tell students that today they will write an opinion statement in their journal.

• Ask students if they know what an opinion is. Explain that an opinion is your 
personal view or belief (i.e., what you think about something).

• Give an example of an opinion (e.g., “I think dogs are the best pets.”). Explain 
to students that not everyone thinks dogs are the best pets; some people 
prefer cats or rabbits or other pets. So, saying dogs are the best pets is an 
opinion.

Check for Understanding 

Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down: Are the following examples of 
opinions?

• There is a     at the front of the classroom. [Fill in the blank 
with something that applies.] (thumbs down)

• I think hot summer days are the best! (thumbs up)

• I need air to breathe. (thumbs down)

• Washing the car is the most fun chore. (thumbs up)

• Science is my favorite subject. (thumbs up)

• Explain that when writing a longer text, such as a paragraph that states an 
opinion, the writer tells his or her opinion and then gives reasons for it.

• For example, a writer might follow up her opinion, “I think dogs are the best 
pets.” with more information. For example, she might say, “I think dogs are 
the best pets because they are loyal and love to play.”

• Refer to the statement you prepared in advance. Point out the opinion (dogs 

20M
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Lesson 2 The Earth and the Sun

Start Lesson

Lesson 2: The Earth and the Sun 

Introducing the
Read-Aloud
Speaking and Listening: Students will distinguish between the earth’s 

atmosphere and outer space.

[SL.1.2]

WHAT HAVE WE ALREADY LEARNED? (5 MIN)

• Begin with a review of the previous lesson by asking students the following 
questions:

  

 ◦ What do we call the first layer of the sky, the bubble of air that surrounds 
the earth? (the atmosphere) 

 ◦ What do we call a scientist who studies astronomy or space? (an 
astronomer) 

Check for Understanding 

Recall: What is the second layer of sky, beyond the atmosphere? 
(outer space)

 ◦ Name some objects that are in outer space. (sun, moon, and stars)

 ◦ Which of the objects in space—sun, moon, or stars—can be seen during 
the day? (the sun and sometimes the moon) Which can be seen at night? 
(the moon and the stars) 

• Remind students that even though it is far away from the earth and looks 
smaller, the sun is actually much larger than the earth and provides the earth 
with light, heat, and energy. 

15M

Reading 

Exchanging Information  
and Ideas

Entering/Emerging 
Ask students yes/no 
questions about the 
atmosphere (e.g., “Is the 
atmosphere the bubble of 
air that surrounds  
the earth?”).

Transitioning/Expanding 
Provide students with a 
specific sentence frame 
(e.g., “The     is 
the bubble of air that 
surrounds the earth.”).

Bridging 
Encourage students to use 
key details in complete 
sentences.

25
Lesson 2 The Earth and the Sun

Lesson 2: The Earth and the Sun 

Read-Aloud
Reading: Students will identify what causes day and night.

[RI.1.3]

Language: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the Tier 2 word rotates.

[L.1.5d; SL.1.2]

PURPOSE FOR LISTENING

• Tell students to listen carefully to find out how the earth’s rotation causes 
day and night.

“THE EARTH AND THE SUN” (10 MIN)

Show image 2A-1: Sunrise

All plants, animals, and people rely on the sun 

for life. The sun’s energy gives life to plants, 

which in turn provides food for animals and 

people. The sun’s heat keeps the surface of 

the earth warm enough for plants and animals 

to survive.

For people on Earth, it makes sense to say 

that the sun rises in the morning. Each morning at dawn, the sun appears on 

the horizon in the eastern sky. The horizon is the line in the distance where 

it appears that the land meets the sky. At dawn, some people say, “Look! 

The sun is coming up!” This first appearance of the sun above the eastern 

horizon is called sunrise.

Show image 2A-2: Sunset

Over the course of the day, the sun appears 

to move across the sky, gradually following its 

path from east to west. In the evening, the sun 

sets in the west. Ever so slowly, it gets lower 

in the sky and disappears below the horizon. 

That’s when people say, “The sun is going 

25M

2A-1

2A-2
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Knowledge 6 Astronomy

Show image 2A-6: Student at desk

You cannot tell that the earth is always moving 

as you sit in your classroom or wherever 

you happen to be. It rotates, or spins, all day 

and every day as it travels in its year-long 

course around the sun. These two types of 

movement—the rotation and the orbit of the 

earth—create the days and years that we keep 

track of on the calendar.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS (10 MIN)

As students answer the following questions, add relevant information to the 
idea web for the sun.

  

1. Literal Describe what we see at sunrise each day. (sun coming up over the 
horizon in the east) Describe what we see at sunset each day. (sun going 
down below the horizon in the west)

2. Literal What do we call a large object in space that revolves around a star? (a 
planet) On which planet do we live? (Earth)

3. Literal If we look up in the sky at different times of the day, the sun is in 
many different places and looks like it has moved. Does the sun move around 
the earth? (no) What moves? (the earth)

 ◦ Inferential When we are on the side of the earth facing the sun, is it day 
or night? (day) Is it day or night on the opposite side of the earth? (night) 
What causes night and day? (the earth’s rotation)

 ◦ Literal You also heard that the earth travels in a path around the sun, and 
that it takes one year to go all the way around the sun. What is this path 
called? (an orbit)

4. Literal Is the sun solid, liquid, or gas? (gas)

 ◦ Inferential What else did you learn about the sun in today’s read-aloud? 
(Answers may vary, but may include that it is very big, far away, a source of 
heat and light, a star, etc.)

5. Inferential The earth moves in two different ways. One way the earth moves 
is by orbiting the sun. What is the other way it moves? (It spins or rotates on its 
axis.)

 ◦ Evaluative Think Pair Share: How is an orbit different from a rotation? 
(Answers may vary, but should include that an orbit is the path one object 
takes around another, like the earth around the sun, whereas a rotation is 
when something spins, like the Earth around its axis.) 

2A-6

Support

If students have difficulty 
responding to questions, 
reread pertinent lines of 

the read-aloud and/or 
refer to specific images.
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Lesson 2 The Earth and the Sun

WORD WORK: ROTATES (5 MIN)

1. In the read-aloud you heard, “Earth rotates, or spins, on its axis.”

2. Say the word rotates with me. 

3. If something rotates, it spins.

4. A top rotates many times until it comes to a complete stop.

5. Can you think of an example of anything else that rotates? Try to use the 
word rotates when you tell about it. [Ask two or three students. If necessary, 
guide and/or rephrase the students’ responses: “A     rotates when . . . .”]

6. What’s the word we’ve been talking about?
  

Use a Making Choices activity for follow-up.

[Write rotate, turn, and twirl on the board] Some words mean almost the 
same thing but are still different. The words might express more or less 
action. For example, rotate, turn, and twirl mean almost the same thing but 
they are different. Watch as I act out the words [Say the word rotate and 
walk/rotate around an object such as a desk. Say the word turn and stand 
in one place and turn your body around 360 degrees. Say the word twirl and 
quickly spin around a few times moving your arms.] Talk with a partner about 
what you noticed was different about the three words.

I am going to read a sentence that has a word missing. With your partner I 
want you to decide if the word rotate, turn, or twirl fits best and explain why.

• She likes to        her hair. (twirl)

• We        to each activity around the class. (rotate)

•        the key to open the door. (Turn)  

Reading 

Evaluating Language Choices

Entering/Emerging 
Have students respond to 
different situations (e.g., 
Does a wheel spinning 
round and round on a 
car rotate?”, with “That 
rotates.” or “That does  
not rotate.”

Transitioning/Expanding 
Prompt and support 
students to recall what 
from the read-aloud 
rotates.

Bridging 
Challenge students to 
think of other situations in 
which something  
would rotate.

Challenge

Is the following sentence 
referring to rotation 
or another important 
vocabulary word? 
Our planet makes one 
revolution around the 
sun a year? (No, this is 
an orbit.) How are these 
two different? (An object 
rotates around itself, but 
orbits around some  
other object.)

98

CKLA’s Knowledge-
Building Approach

Review Prior Knowledge  
and Introduce the Topic Setting the Stage Listening and Speaking Reading and Writing

Introducing the Read-Aloud

Students review knowledge from previous 
Read-Alouds and learn essential terms for the 
day’s Read-Aloud.

Application

Students apply the domain content to reading,  
writing, speaking, and listening activities.

Interactive Read-Aloud

Students engage with the Read-Aloud through 
compelling visuals, discussion, Word Work, and 
comprehension questions.

Connected ELL Support  
to Build Academic English

Language Studio —CKLA’s ELD companion—provides daily 

knowledge-rich support for English Language Learners 

through corresponding lessons aligned to WIDA PRIME V2 

and ELPA21 frameworks.

STEP 
2

STEP 
1

STEP 
3

Daily Lessons:Each Knowledge Domain:

 Grades K–2
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Knowledge 9 The U.S. Civil War

11.1

1. In which states were there major Civil War battles?

2. Which state had the most major battles?
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Knowledge 1 Fairy Tales and Tall Tales

garden and some chickens and a goose pecking at the ground. Inside there 

was a living room, a kitchen, a dining room, and a bedroom. [Point to the 

charming cottage, and then show image 1A-2 and point to the hut.] In what 

ways is the cottage better?

 “Wonderful!” said the fisherman. “This is sure to make you very happy!” 

The fisherman’s wife was happy—for about a week. 

Then she said, “Husband, I am tired of this 

tiny little cottage. I want to live in a big stone 

castle. Go and ask the fish to give us a castle.” 

“But, wife,” said the fisherman. “He has just 

given us this cottage. If I go back again so 

soon, he may be angry with me.”

“Go and ask!” said the wife.

The fisherman shook his head and mumbled to himself, “It’s not right.” But 

he did as he was told. Why does the fisherman think his wife’s new wish is not 

right? 

When he reached the sea, the water had 

turned from dull green to dark purple and gray. 

[Point to the sea.] The fisherman called: 

“Hear me, please, oh magic fish. 

My wife has sent me with a wish.”

When the fish swam up, the fisherman said, “My wife wishes to live in a big 

stone castle.” 

“Go home,” said the fish. “You will find her in a castle.” How do you think the 

fish feels about granting this wish? 

1A-5

1A-6
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Knowledge 7 Westward Expansion
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Lesson 1 The Fisherman and His Wife

castle

When the fisherman got back, he could hardly 

believe his eyes. The charming cottage had 

been replaced by a large stone castle. A 

servant unrolled a drawbridge for him. The 

fisherman went across the bridge and into the 

castle, where he found two servants sweeping 

a smooth marble floor. The walls were covered with beautiful tapestries. 

Crystal chandeliers hung from the ceilings. His wife stood in the center of the 

room, next to a table piled high with delicious foods. 

“Now, indeed, you will be content,” said the fisherman to his wife. Do you 

think the fisherman’s wife will be content, or happy?

And she was—until the next morning. 

As the sun rose, the fisherman’s wife poked her husband in the side and said, 

“Husband, get up. Go to the fish at once and tell him that I wish to be queen 

of all the land.” 

“Heavens!” cried the fisherman. “I can’t ask for that!” Does the fisherman 

want to ask the fish for another wish?

“Go and ask him!” said his wife. 

The dejected fisherman walked to the sea. 

Dejected means sad. Why do you think the 

fisherman is sad? The water was black. It 

bubbled and gave off a foul smell. [Point to the 

sea.] If the sea was foul-smelling, did it smell 

good?

The fisherman hesitated, or waited, and then 

called: 

“Hear me, please, oh magic fish. 

My wife has sent me with a wish.” 

The fish swam up and asked, “Now what does she want?” 

1A-7

1A-8

Grade 1Activity BookKnowledge 7–11

7 The History
of the Earth 8 Animals and Habitats

9 Fairy Tales 10 A New Nation: 
American Independence 11 Frontier Explorers

1110

A Classroom Full of Text,  
Image, and Discussion

Teacher Guides provide rigorous, standards-based lessons with 
comprehensive guidance for 180 days of content-rich instruction. Each 
guide represents one Knowledge Domain and contains all Read-Aloud text 
for the domain.

Activity Books provide daily formative assessments and practice 
pages that support each lesson’s objectives in reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening.

Image Cards support the Read-Aloud and reading  
and writing activities.

Flip Books contain vibrant, high-quality images for the interactive Read-Aloud, 
bringing visual scaffolds to each lesson.

Knowledge Flip Books

Knowledge Teacher Guides

Knowledge Activity Books

Knowledge Image Cards

12A-7

1B-1

 Grades K–2

Knowledge Strand components immerse students in daily interactive 
Read-Alouds to build oral and written comprehension.
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Lesson 7 Tricky Spelling and Writing: Introduce ‘oo’ › /oo/ or /oo/ and Edit a Book Report

End Lesson

Take-Home Material
TRICKY SPELLING ‘OO’

• Tell students to take Activity Page 7.2 home and give it to a family member so 
they can practice reading words with the ‘oo’ spelling at home.

Lesson 7: Foundational Skills Remediation

Additional Support
MORE HELP WITH READING

Phrases and Wiggle Cards

• Follow procedure outlined in Lesson 1.

1. a good mood

2. big rooms

3. two good cooks

4. Meet at noon.

5. Look it up.

6. Look at the moon.

7. in the woods

8. Make it soon.

9. in the books

10. Look at me.

MORE HELP WITH TRICKY SPELLING ‘OO’

Make Words

Note: Students may make words including a final ‘s’ (e.g., zooms or books).

• Make one copy of Activity Page TR 7.1 (/oo/ and /oo/) for each student. 

• First, have students complete the /oo/ portion of the activity page (front), 
then have students complete the /oo/ (back) portion. If students only need 
additional practice with one of the sound/spellings, then provide only the 
related portion of the activity page.

Activity Page 7.2

480L

Grade 1Reader

Skills 3

Fables
S

kills 3  |  F
ab

les

9102447816839

ISBN 9781683910244

ckla.amplify.com

Skills 3  |  Fables Reader  |  Grade 1

1312

Foundational Skills to 
Accelerate Fluency

9
Lesson 1 Basic Code: Introduce /oo/ › ‘oo’

LESSON

1
BASIC CODE

Introduce /oo/ › ‘oo’
PRIMARY FOCUS OF LESSON

Foundational Skills
Students will listen to and distinguish words with /oo/ and /ue/ vowel sounds in 

oral word pairs. [RF.1.2d; RF.1.2c] 

Students will read and write one-syllable words spelled with the vowel digraph  

/oo/> ‘oo’.  [RF.1.3b] 

Reading
Students will read the fable “King Log and King Crane” with purpose and 

understanding, and will answer literal, inferential, and evaluative questions about 

key details in the text, including the moral/life lesson. [RF.1.4a–c; L.1.2b] 

Language (Spelling)
Students will read and spell the Tricky Word they and one-syllable words 

containing the following sound/spellings; /ae/ > ‘a_e’; /ee/ > ‘ee’; /oe/ > ‘o_e’; 

/ ie/ > ‘i_e’. [L.1.2d] 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

  Activity Page 1.1 Write the Spelling/Word Box

[RF.1.3b]

  Observation Anecdotal Reading Record “King Log and 
King Crane”

[RF.1.4a–c]

  Observation Discussion Questions “King Log and 
King Crane”

[L.1.2b]

  Activity Page 1.2 Story Questions “King Log and King Crane”

[RF.1.4a–c; L.1.2b]

Receive explicit instruction 
in all forty-four sounds.

Warm-Up Explicit Instruction Model Group Practice Independent Practice Independent Application

Learn to write  
each sound.

Practice reading  
each sound.

Teachers target instruction 
to each student’s needs.

oo
soon

STEP 
1

STEP 
2

STEP 
3

STEP 
4

Lesson Structure:

Students move from explicit instruction to independent practice.

 Grades K–2
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Skills

1514

Explicit Foundational 
Skills Instruction 

Blending Picture Cards depict 
images of various objects 
and are used to support 
instruction during early oral 
blending lessons.

Teacher Guides contain comprehensive guidance for 
180 days of foundational skills instruction and additional 
targeted support. Each guide represents one Skills Unit.

Big Books are large replicas of Student Readers 
used to support instruction.

Activity Books contain daily formative assessments 
and practice pages linked to each lesson’s objectives. 
An Activity Book accompanies each Skills Unit.

Engaging decodable chapter books allow 
students to immediately practice code 
they have just learned.

Large Letter Cards are used for teaching and 
reviewing sounds and spellings.

Sound Posters and Cards are used for teaching 
and reviewing sounds and spellings.

Code Flip Books work in tandem with Spelling Cards to 
teach and review sound-spelling correspondences.

Students use these charts to record the 
consonant and vowel sound-spelling 
correspondences they have learned.

Spelling Cards 
supplement instruction 
during decoding and 
encoding lessons.

Students use Chaining Folders to practice 
building words by manipulating Small Letter 
Cards.

Skills Teacher Guides

Big Books

Skills Activity Books

Student Readers

Large Letter Cards

Sound Posters and Cards

Spelling Cards

Blending Picture Cards

Chaining Folders and 
Small Letter Cards

Consonant and Vowel Code Flip Books

Individual Code Charts

Interactive components move students quickly into practicing with text.

 NAME:

 DATE: 
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Skills 4
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CKLA teaches the most frequent sound-spellings first, maximizing 
the words students can read and write from day one.

Did you know?

1716

Systematic Foundational Skills

Skill K 1 2 3 4 5

Print Concepts

Basic Features of Print • •

Directionality • •

Letter Recognition • •

Features of a Sentence • •

Phonological Awareness

Rhyming Words •

Blending • •

Phoneme Substitution • •

Segmentation • •

Initial/Medial/Final Sounds • •

Phonics and Word Recognition

Consonants • • •

Long and Short Vowels • • •

r-Controlled Vowels • • •

Diagraphs • • •

Diphthongs • • •

High-Frequency Words • • • •

Spelling Alternatives • • •

Decoding Single-Syllable Words • • •

Decoding Two-Syllable Words • •

Decoding Multisyllabic Words • • • •

Inflectional Endings • • • • •

Prefixes and Suffixes • • • •

Derivational and Latin Suffixes • • •

Root Words • • • • •

Irregularly Spelled Words • • • • • •

Homonyms • • • • •

Synonyms/Antonyms • • • •

Multiple Meaning Words • • • • • •

Skill K 1 2 3 4 5

Grammar

Singular/Plural Nouns • • • • • •

Proper Nouns • • • • •

Pronouns • • • • • •

Verbs • • • • • •

Irregular Verbs • • • •

Verb: to be/to have • • • •

Verb Tense • • • • •

Subject and Predicate • • • •

Adjectives • • • • •

Adverbs • • • •

Contractions • • • • •

Capitalization/Punctuation • • • • • •

A comprehensive scope and sequence ensures all students are set up for success from 
day one of Kindergarten.
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STUDENT READER

SHAKESPEARE’S

GRADE 5 UNIT 7

HippolytaHippolyta

Fairies

WorkmenWorkmen

Grade 5Teacher Guide

Chemical Matter

Unit 9

Deepen Critical Thinking  
with Integrated Instruction
In Grades 3–5, students build reading, writing, speaking, and listening proficiency through 
content-driven units, with a focus on close reading and critical thinking.

Each unit of instruction 
contains a Teacher Guide with 
integrated lessons anchored 
by rich texts. Students 
receive an Activity Book and a 
Student Reader for each unit.

Writing Quests provide regular writing opportunities with frequent sharing 
and feedback to help students focus on a topic and show strong details. 
Writing Quests feature a digital environment controlled by the teacher.

Immersive, narrative-driven 
units form uniquely engaging 
close reading experiences 
by blending print and digital 
resources for an unforgettable 
classroom experience. 

Components

Teacher Guide Activity Book Student Reader

The RobotThe Contraption

Writing Quests

Quests for the Core®

Far From Home:  
A Viking’s Journey

Eureka! Student Inventor A Midsummer Night’s Dream

GRADE 
5

GRADE 
4

GRADE 
3

GRADE 
4

GRADE 
5

 Grades 3–5

 Grades 3–5



Engaging Texts  
Build in Complexity

CKLA Student Readers are written by successful children’s 
authors and feature relevant stories, engaging characters, 
and exciting plots.

Did you know?

GRADE 
5

GRADE 
2

GRADE 
3

GRADE 
K

GRADE 
4

GRADE 
1
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NAME:

DATE:

ACTIVITY PAGE

Core Knowledge Language Arts | Grade 5 Activity Book | Unit 8 105

8.5

Plan a Descriptive Paragraph
Use the following chart to plan the second paragraph of your persuasive essay. Not all of the 
questions will apply to your image. Answer the questions that help you describe what you see 
in your image.

Image Title: 
                           

Object(s) in image 
(list) Shape(s)/Form(s)? Color(s)? How used?

People in image (list) How old are they? What are they wearing? What are they doing?

Animals in image 
(list) How do they look? What are they doing?

What can you infer from this image?

NAME:

DATE:

ACTIVITY PAGE

Core Knowledge Language Arts | Grade 5 Activity Book | Unit 8 39

3.5

Sample Persuasive Essay Organization Chart

Argument: This image best shows the relationship between Native Americans and the 
land because 

                                

Evidence 1: Evidence 2: Evidence 3:

How Evidence Supports 
Argument

How Evidence Supports 
Argument

How Evidence Supports 
Argument

Grade 1Reader

Skills 5

Kate’s Book

2322

Write

In CKLA, close reading informs writing to develop great readers and writers.

Read

Discuss and Plan

Review and Edit

Connect Reading and Writing  
to Build Comprehension Students practice different text types within the same unit, using rich content 

knowledge and texts as a springboard for informative/explanatory, opinion, and 
narrative writing.
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Unit 8

1
LESSON

A Changing World
PRIMARY FOCUS OF LESSON

Core Connections
Students will determine the meaning of words and phrases from text to infer 

the regions in which Native American tribes lived. [RI.5.4]

Reading
Students will use details from the text to comprehend it explicitly, and to draw 

inferences about the impact European settlers and explorers had on the lives 

of Native Americans. [RI.5.1]

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Activity Page 1.3 Excerpt from “A Long and Winding Road” Label the 

map and determine the meaning of specific words in a 

text. [RI.5.4]

Word Sort Word Sort Using information from the text, categorize 

the Native American resources by region of the United 

States. [RI.5.1]

7
Lesson 1  A Changing World

LESSON AT A GLANCE

Grouping Time Materials 

Core Connections (45 min.)

Review Prior Knowledge Whole Group 10 min.  ❏ US Regions Map

 ❏ Geographic Regions Images 1–4

 ❏ Activity Page 1.1

 ❏ Native American Culture 
Images 1–4

Match Geographic Images Whole Group 10 min.

Making Inferences Whole Group/ 
Partner 

20 min.

Lesson Wrap-Up Whole Group 5 min.

Reading (45 min.)

Introduce the Reader Whole Group 5 min.  ❏ A Changing Landscape

 ❏ US Regions Map

 ❏ Activity Page 1.2

 ❏ Word Sort Chart

Preview Core Vocabulary Whole Group 5 min.

Read Aloud Chapter 1 Whole Group 15 min.

Chapter Discussion Whole Group 10 min.

Word Work: Tension Whole Group 5 min.

Formative Assessment: Word Sort Independent 5 min.

Take-Home Material 

Reading Independent  ❏ Activity Pages 1.3, 1.4

 ❏ Fluency Supplement selection 
(optional)

2524

Comprehensive Teacher Guides 
Support the Whole Class

Focused Lessons
Measurable Objectives

Embedded Formative 
Assessments

Preview lesson 
segments, recommended 

instructional time, and 
required materials, 

including student take-
home materials.

Primary Focus Objectives 
for each lesson are 
standards-aligned, 

providing concrete goals.

Measure student 
progress toward mastery 

of standards-based 
objectives.
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Target Instruction with 
Embedded Assessments

Connect Instruction  
and Assessment
With the mCLASS®:DIBELS® Next CKLA Partner Edition, teachers can address 
the specific needs of their struggling readers by connecting results from Amplify’s 
mCLASS:DIBELS Next assessment with timely instruction from CKLA.

Teachers benefit from a complementary approach; mCLASS:DIBELS Next helps 
accurately identify risk levels and skill gaps and provides links to CKLA lessons that 
reinforce the literacy skills each student needs.

Identify risk levels 
for each student.

Evaluate students’ skill gaps. Receive personalized 
recommendations from 

CKLA instruction for 
each student.

Mid-Unit Assessment
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Differentiate Instruction  
to the Needs of Each Student

Challenge  
Opportunities

Challenge opportunities 
extend learning beyond the 
instructional goal, providing 

students with ample 
opportunities for enrichment.

Digital Resources for Targeted  
Instruction and Extra Practice
• Grades K–3 Assessment and Remediation Guide

• Grades 2–5 Fluency Packets

• Grades 4–5 Decoding and Encoding Supplement

Embedded Supports

Supports for English 
Language Learners

Each lesson segment 
features embedded supports 

specific to the lesson 
content to help all students 

meet lesson objectives.

Differentiated supports 
in every lesson segment 
help teachers meet the 

needs of English Language 
Learners and move them 

to proficiency.



Grade 3Teacher Guide

Astronomy: Our Solar System and Beyond

Unit 7

48
Fairy Tales and Tall Tales Language Studio 1

Create Your Own Exaggeration

Think of an exaggeration related to your character that 
would make your character seem larger than life. Draw your 
exaggeration. Then write about your exaggeration underneath 
your drawing. 

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY ASSESSMENT

Writing

• Use the following tool to evaluate student’s language proficiency level. The 
recording sheet can be found in the Program Guide.

Evaluation Tool

Language Domain Writing

Knowledge/Lesson K1 L7

Activity Name Create Your Own Exaggeration

Proficiency Levels

Entering Student draws an exaggeration.

Emerging Student draws and labels picture of exaggeration.

Transitioning Student writes about exaggeration using a sentence frame.

Expanding Student writes about exaggeration using complete 
sentences.

Bridging Student writes using increasingly detailed sentences about 
exaggeration.

Lesson 7: Create Your Own Exaggeration

Looking at Language
Primary Focus: Students will identify showing and telling verbs and determine 

their meanings in the sentence.

Writing  
Writing

Entering/Emerging 
Create a bank of 

exaggerations with 
students. Write ideas on 

the board for students 
to copy.

Transitioning/Expanding 
Provide a sentence 
frame for students 

to complete: “This is 
    
 

(character). He/She 
    
 

(exaggeration).”

Bridging 
Encourage students to 
add details about their 

exaggerations and to 
share their drawings 

and writing with a 
partner.

10M
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California Edition

Grade 1Reader

Skills 7

Kay and Martez

ISBN 978-1-61700-189-5

Skills 7  |  Kay and Martez Reader  |  Grade 1

S
kills 7  |  K

ay
 an

d
 M

artez

amplify.com/ckla
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Designated Support for 
English Language Learners

Language Studio™ offers parallel 
knowledge-rich instruction to build 
vocabulary and English proficiency 
through:

•   1:1 correspondence between 
Language Studio and core lessons

•   Scaffolds for five proficiency 
levels

•   Progress monitoring to support 
ELLs in advancing confidently 
toward English proficiency

Writing Studio™, a companion 
program that builds on core 
instruction, allows students to 
refine their craft by focusing 
on the three key text types: 
informative/explanatory, 
narrative, opinion. 

Writing Extensions 
for All Students

Students imagine traveling in a time machine to 
visit the Maya or the Aztecs: Which civilization 
would they travel to and why?

Language Studio’s embedded progress-
monitoring tool allows teachers to support each 
student individually.

Features of Academic Language tools in 
each lesson provide teachers with guidance 
to support the vocabulary and language 
demands of the lesson.

Authentic Writing Projects
Writing projects are grounded in rich content for deep engagement. 

Monitor Student  
Progress in Each Lesson

Support ELLs in  
Developing Academic English

Students research and craft biographies of 
people or animals who traveled in space.

Language Studio is correlated to WIDA 
PRIME V2’s research-based framework.

GRADE 
3

GRADE 
1

 Grades K–5 Grades K–2

Early American Civilizations Astronomy
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Plants
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Knowledge 11
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Knowledge 6Grade 1Teacher Guide
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Knowledge 12

Grade 1

32 33

Leveled Classroom Libraries
The Amplify Knowledge Collection™ provides high-quality, 
supplemental texts that support the CKLA Knowledge Strand.

Grade K 

Grade 2 

Titles for:
•    Nursery Rhymes  

and Fables
•    Plants
•    Seasons and Weather
•    Taking Care of   

the Earth

Titles for: 
•    Fables and Stories
•    The Human Body
•    Astronomy
•    The History of  

the Earth

Titles for:
•    Fairy Tales and  

Tall Tales
•    Cycles in Nature
•    The Human Body
•    Fighting for a Cause

What’s Included:

•    Twelve distinct texts per domain

•    Three levels of texts: below grade level,  
on grade level, and above grade level

•    Six copies of each text 

•    288 books per grade level

Engaging decodable 
chapter books in Grades 
K–2 allow students to 
practice just-learned 
sound-spellings within 
an authentic reading 
experience that 
incorporates compelling 
plots and interesting 
characters.

Readers in Grades 3–5 
develop close reading 
and other literacy skills 
through a selection 
of diverse, content-
rich literary and 
informational texts.

Spark Curiosity with Rich Texts

GRADE 
5

GRADE 
2

GRADE 
K

GRADE 
4

 Grades K–2

 Grades 3–5

¬.
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Save Instructional 
Time with CKLA’s 
Digital Resources

Digital Resources Provide Instant Access to CKLA Instruction and 
Support, Including:
•    PDFs of Teacher Guides, Readers, Projectable Flip Books, Image Cards, and digital components

•   An interactive digital environment to deliver CKLA’s Quests for the Core units

•    CKLA’s Assessment and Remediation Guide and hundreds of additional practice activities

•    CKLA’s scope and sequence, pacing guides, standards alignment charts, and other reference documents

CKLA Program 
Guides provide 

a useful 
reference to 
the program.

Navigate to Checks 
for Understanding and 

Formative Assessments

Teach CKLA with Digital 
Teacher Guides

Enhance Instruction
 Access all CKLA instructional resources

  Navigate to formative assessments and  
key moments in the lesson

  View all student materials at point of use, 
including Activity Book pages, Reader pages, 
digital components, and more

Simplify Planning 
  Access anywhere, anytime 

across devices and browsers,  
online or offline 

   Customize resources 
make notes, link to custom activities or 
media, and keep it all year after year 

  Streamline planning  
navigate between units, lessons, and 
lesson activities, such as formative 
assessments, when planning 

View and project 
Flip Books, 

Readers, and 
Image Cards

Preview 
vocabulary 
definitions

View 
Support, 
Challenge, 
and ELD 
sidebars at 
point of use

Introducing CKLA Hybrid™

View Student Readers, 
Activity Book pages, 

digital components, and 
reference documents
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CKLA Professional  
Learning and Support

Amplify Support Services

Amplify Support provides unlimited, real-
time instructional and technical support from 
experienced educators.

Contact us at (800) 823-1969
amplify.com/CKLA

On-Site Professional Development

Professional development and year-long support 
packages are available for all implementations. 
We’ll help you choose the right PD for your district 
or school.

We partner with 
thousands of schools  
and districts across  

the country. We would 
love to work with you!

Core Knowledge  
       Language Arts® 

Bring the World to Kids

Online Professional Development

Rationale Behind  
CKLA’s Design Principles

Planning and  
Pacing Guidelines

Core Strategies for 
Student Engagement

Components Overview Assessment Types  
Within CKLA

Student Grouping  
Within CKLA

Access online professional development anytime, anywhere. CKLA’s interactive, self-paced tutorials help educators 
deepen their understanding of CKLA and refine their practice.

Amplify will work deeply with your school or district to support an effective, 

successful implementation.

© 2017 Amplify Education, Inc. All trademarks and copyrights are the property of Amplify or its licensors.






