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Amplify Reading overview
Learning to read should be a magical adventure for children. Amplify Reading — a new, digital supplemental
curriculum for K–5 — has student engagement written into its DNA. Gone are the repetitive drills that bore
students to tears. Instead, students enter a captivating game world where they are joined by a companion
creature that grows as they grow, guiding them along an adaptive pathway covering phonological awareness,
vocabulary, reading comprehension skills, and more. Designed hand-in-hand with experts drawing on the
latest research, Amplify Reading teaches beyond the basics; students not only develop foundational literacy
skills, but also learn how to build mental models as they read and practice applying their skills to real stories
through an integrated eReader.

The program includes:
•

An imaginative game world that gives students agency over their progress and gets them excited about developing
their reading skills.

•

More than 40 games covering foundational skills, vocabulary, and comprehension, with each game mapped to
specific skills and standards.

•

An integrated eReader with more than 25 fiction and nonfiction texts, allowing students to apply learned reading
skills to an authentic text.

•

An adaptive algorithm that guides each student along a personalized learning path — no teacher prep required.

•

A teacher dashboard with on-demand class usage data indicating each student’s time spent on tasks, skill progress,
and current areas of focus.
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Scope and Sequence
Amplify Reading is designed hand-in-hand with experts drawing from the latest research. In addition to
covering foundational skills, vocabulary, and comprehension, the program guides students toward building
mental models as they read — a practice known as microcomprehension. Each of the program’s games is
mapped to specific skills and aligned to the most rigorous reading standards.

G = Game(s) R = Reading activity
Phonological awareness
Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

Rhyming G

Beginning/ending sound isolation G

N/A

Blending compound words G

Middle sound isolation G

Segmenting compound words G

Blending phonemes G

Blending syllables

Segmenting phonemes G

Segmenting syllables G

Counting phonemes G

Blending onset-rime G
Segmenting onset-rime G
Blending phonemes G
Beginning/ending sound isolation G

Phonics
Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

Individual letter sounds G

Individual letter sounds G

Advanced letter combinations G

Decoding VC and CVC words G

Letter combinations (diagraphs and vowel teams)
G

Reading words with complex letter patterns
(e.g., various syllable types) G

Decoding words with common word families G

Decoding words with common word families G

Reading multisyllabic words G

Decoding words with consonant blends G

Decoding words with consonant blends G

Sight word reading G

Sight word reading G

Reading words with complex letter patterns (e.g.,
VCe) G
Reading words with inflectional endings G
Sight word reading G

Vocabulary
Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

Word categories G

Synonyms G

Synonyms G

Antonyms G

Antonyms G

Words in context R

Shades of meaning G

Affixes G

Affixes G

Word categories G

Words in context R

Shades of meaning G

Descriptive words and phrases R
Multiple meanings G
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G = Game(s) R = Reading activity
Microcomprehension
Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

Inference G, R

Inference G, R

Inference G, R

Cognitive flexibility G

Comprehension monitoring G

Cause/effect G

Syntactic awareness G, R

Syntactic awareness G, R

Cognitive flexibility G

Comprehension monitoring G

Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

Main idea G

Main idea G

Main idea G

Story elements: character, setting, problem,
solution G, R

Story elements: character, setting, problem,
solution G, R

Story elements: character, setting, problem,
solution G, R

Retell and sequence R

Retell and sequence R

Retell and sequence R

Character traits G

Comprehension monitoring G

Character point of view R

Character traits G, R

Comprehension

Character point of view R
Supporting inference with evidence G
Syntactic awareness G
Supporting inference with evidence G

Text analysis
Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 2

Genre characteristics R

Comparing texts G

Comparing texts G

Text schema G

Text schema G

Genre characteristics R

Evaluate evidence with statements G
Genre characteristics R
Diagrams in text R
Author’s purpose R
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Phonological awareness

Cut It Out
In Cut It Out, students isolate individual phonemes by listening to a beginning, middle, or ending sound and
choosing a picture of the word containing the sound in that position.

Skills
Phonological awareness
•

Phoneme isolation

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.D: Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes)
in three-phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC) words. (This does not include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or
/x/.)

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.2.C: Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken
single-syllable words.
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Phonological awareness

Gem & Nye
In Gem & Nye, students blend sounds into words, starting with compound words and syllables and then
moving to beginning (onset) and ending (rime) sounds and finally individual phonemes, to identify the
picture of the word the Soundbots say when blended together.

Skills
Phonological awareness
•

Blending at the compound word, syllable, onset-rime, and phoneme level

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.B: Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.C: Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.2.B: Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds (phonemes), including
consonant blends.
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Phonological awareness

Wordbots
In Wordbots, students practice segmenting words into their onsets and rimes to determine which Startbots
and Endbots form a stimulus word.

Skills
Phonological awareness
•

Segment at the compound-word and onset-rime level

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.B: Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.C: Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words.
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Phonological awareness

Zoom Boom
In Zoom Boom, students practice rhyming by listening to a word and identifying the picture of the word that
rhymes with it.

Skills
Phonological awareness
•

Rhyming

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.A: Recognize and produce rhyming words.
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Phonics

Curioso Crossing
In Curioso Crossing, students practice accurate and automatic word recognition by identifying the correct
spoken word to guide their Curioso safely throughout the land.

Skills
Phonics
•

Read high-frequency irregular words, regular words, words with inflected endings, two-syllable words, words with
prefixes and suffixes, and multi-syllable words

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.B: Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) for
the five major vowels.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.B: Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.C: Know final –e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel
sounds.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.E: Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns by breaking the words into
syllables.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.F: Read words with inflectional endings.
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Phonics
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.3.A: Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable
words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.3.C: Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.3.D: Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.3.F: Recognize and read grade-appropriate, irregularly spelled words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.C: Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are,
do, does).

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.G: Recognize and read grade-appropriate, irregularly spelled words.
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Phonics

Food Truck
In Food Truck, students practice “chopping” blends, ending sounds (rimes), and whole words into
beginning sounds (onsets), ending sounds, and individual letters to create orders for their hungry goblin
customers. The difficulty of words and segmenting tasks increases with each level as customers order more
sophisticated “dishes.”

Skills
Phonics
•

Decode and spell words with common rime families

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.E: Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to
make new words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.D: Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.A: Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by
producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.B: Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) for
the five major vowels.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.B: Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.
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Phonics

Grumpy Goblins
In Grumpy Goblins, students learn sound-spelling correspondences for consonant digraphs and vowel
teams by listening to a sound from a goblin and feeding it the piece of toast with the corresponding letter
or combination.

Skills
Phonics
•

Sound-spelling correspondences for consonant digraphs and vowel teams

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.B: Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) for
the five major vowels.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.A: Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.3.B: Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams.
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Phonics

Hangry Goblins
In Hangry Goblins, students practice letter-sound combinations by feeding individual letter sounds,
consonant digraphs, blends, and vowel teams to goblins that become more and more “hangry” until they are
given the letters that match their demands.

Skills
Phonics
•

Sound-spelling correspondences for individual letters and letter combinations

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.A: Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by
producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.B: Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) for
the five major vowels.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.A: Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.3.B: Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams.
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Phonics

Rhyme Time
In Rhyme Time, students practice with different rime families (words that end with the same sounds and
rhyme) and decode words in these families by swapping the first letter sounds of words while the ending
sounds remain constant.

Skills
Phonics
•

Decode words with common rime families

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.E: Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to
make new words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.D: Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.A: Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by
producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.B: Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) for
the five major vowels.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.B: Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.
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Phonics

Tongue Twist
In Tongue Twist, students practice with different rime families (words that end with the same sounds and
rhyme) and build words by changing the ending sound (rime) while the beginning (onset) sounds, consonant
blends, and consonant digraphs remain constant.

Skills
Phonics
•

Decode words with common rime families

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.E: Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to
make new words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.D: Distinguish between similarly spelled words by identifying the sounds of the
letters that differ.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.A: Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by
producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.3.B: Associate the long and short sounds with the common spellings (graphemes) for
the five major vowels.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3.B: Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.
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Phonics

Word City
In Word City, students identify and manipulate beginning, middle, and ending letter sounds to assemble word
chains that form buildings.

Skills
Phonics
•

Letter-sound correspondence

•

Decoding and spelling regular words

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACYRF.K.3.A: Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-sound correspondences by
producing the primary sound or many of the most frequent sounds for each consonant.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACYRF.1.3.A: Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common consonant digraphs.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACYRF.1.3.B: Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACYRF.2.3.B: Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACYRF.1.3.C: Know final –e and common vowel team conventions for representing long vowel
sounds.
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Vocabulary

Shades of Meaning
In Shades of Meaning, students differentiate the nuances in similar words — first by ordering them from
weakest to strongest, largest to smallest, or least to greatest, then by putting them into sentences that
further clarify their meaning.

Skills
Vocabulary
•

Words with related meanings

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.5.B: Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl)
and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny).
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Microcomprehension

Because This, That
In Because This, That, students learn how common text structures give clues to meaning by rearranging
sentences to identify cause and effect or problem and solution.

Skills
Text structure
•

Organize sentences using sequence/chronological order

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3: Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.8: Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.
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Microcomprehension

Connect It!
In Connect It!, students practice using different types of conjunctions (temporal and causal, for example) to
combine two clauses into a coherent sentence.

Skills
Syntactic awareness
•

Connectives

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.
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Microcomprehension

Mark My Words
In Mark My Words, students practice the skills of monitoring meaning, actively engaging in the meaning
of text, and constructing a mental model that evolves as they read by identifying inconsistencies within
a passage.

Skills
Comprehension Monitoring

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.4.C: Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.4.C: Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding,
rereading as necessary.

•

CSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry,
in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
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Microcomprehension

Message in a Bottle
In Message in a Bottle, students build their awareness of syntax and the impact word order has on meaning
by unscrambling scraps of lost messages to reconstruct sentences.

Skills
Syntactic awareness

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.1.F: Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.4.A: Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.
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Microcomprehension

Mind the Gap
In Mind the Gap, comprehension levels are assessed through a modified cloze exercise in which students
make selections to fill in the blanks of a text where approximately every seventh word has been omitted.

Skills
Reading fluency
Syntactic awareness
Inference
Comprehension monitoring

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from
the text.
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Microcomprehension

Punchline!
In Punchline!, students learn how words can have multiple meanings by channeling their inner comedian to
crack homonym-based jokes.

Skills
Vocabulary
•

Multiple-meaning words

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.4.A: Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.
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Microcomprehension

Show Off
In Show Off, students learn how common text structures give clues to meaning, using cues from illustrations
to rearrange sentences in the correct sequential or chronological order.

Skills
Text structure
•

Organize sentences using problem/solution and cause/effect

Standards covered:
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3: Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.8: Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text.
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Microcomprehension

Storyboard
In Storyboard, students practice making inferences by completing a storyboard that integrates relevant
background knowledge missing from a given sentence.

Skills
Inference
•

Gap-filling inferences

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from
the text.
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Microcomprehension

Super Match
In Super Match, students work on developing cognitive flexibility, or the ability to track multiple elements
simultaneously, by completing interactive puzzles that associate pictures and words across multiple
dimensions (e.g., color and category, or starting sounds and category).

Skills
Cognitive flexibility

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.5.A: Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the
categories represent.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.5.B: Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird
that swims; a tiger is a large cat with stripes).

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.1.3: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
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Microcomprehension

Unmask That
In Unmask That, students build their understanding of anaphora, a tool authors use to avoid repetition, by
linking pronouns to their antecedents in text.

Skills
Syntactic awareness
•

Anaphora

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.1.D: Use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their,
anyone, everything).

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.1.C: Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
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Comprehension

Picture This
In Picture This, students complete the illustrations for a story by identifying words that describe its setting,
characters, problems, and solutions.

Skills
Comprehension
•

Story elements/plot

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3: Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3: Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.
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Comprehension

Storybox
In Storybox, students choose settings, situations, and solutions to send characters on different adventures,
using details and context to help them resolve problems and complete the story.

Skills
Comprehension
•

Story elements/plot

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.3: With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in
a story.
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Comprehension

What’s the Big Idea
In What’s the Big Idea, students examine pictures, picture sequences, and short passages to practice
differentiating the main idea from story details.

Skills
Comprehension
•

Main idea

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.2: With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.2: Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.2: Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific
paragraphs within the text.
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Text analysis

Book Club
In Book Club, students compare and contrast two books on the same topic or theme to determine which
book best meets the needs of a character in the game.

Skills
Text analysis
•

Compare and contrast texts

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.9: Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella
stories) by different authors or from different cultures.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.Rl.2.9: Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the
same topic.
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Text analysis

Tube Tales
In Tube Tales, students learn the attributes of different genres and practice identifying them in brief texts.

Skills
Text analysis
•

Text schema

Standards covered
•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.10: By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/
social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as
needed at the high end of the range.

•

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and
poetry, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

© 2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved. | amplify.com/reading

| 31

Research advisors
Kelly Cartwright
Kelly B. Cartwright is Professor of Psychology, Neuroscience, and Teacher
Preparation at Christopher Newport University, where she directs the Cognition,
Language, and Literacy lab. Kelly’s research focuses on the development of skilled
reading comprehension and the neurocognitive and affective factors that underlie
comprehension processes and difficulties from preschool through adulthood. Her
books on reading comprehension and comprehension difficulties include Literacy
Processes: Cognitive Flexibility in Learning and Teaching, Word Callers: Small-Group
and One-to-One Interventions for Children who “Read” but Don’t Comprehend, and Executive Skills and
Reading Comprehension: A Guide for Educators. Kelly has served on the board of directors of the Literacy
Research Association and is an Honorary Research Fellow at the University of Oxford. Her research has
been supported by grants from the Virginia State Reading Association and the United States Department of
Education, Institute of Education Sciences. Kelly regularly works with teachers in public and private schools
throughout the U.S. to better understand and improve comprehension instruction for struggling readers, and
these experiences inform her research.

Art Graesser
Art Graesser is a professor in the Department of Psychology and the Institute of
Intelligent Systems at the University of Memphis, as well as an Honorary Research
Fellow at University of Oxford. His research interests include question asking and
answering, tutoring, text comprehension, inference generation, conversation, reading,
problem solving, memory, emotions, artificial intelligence, computational linguistics,
and human-computer interaction. He served as editor of the journal Discourse
Processes (1996–2005) and Journal of Educational Psychology (2009–2014), as well
as president of four societies, including the Society for Text and Discourse (2007–2010), the International
Society for Artificial Intelligence in Education (2007–2009), and the Federation of Associations in the
Behavioral and Brain Sciences (2012–2013). He has received lifetime achievement awards for research from
the Society for Text and Discourse, the American Psychological Association, and the University of Memphis.

Bruce McCandliss
Bruce McCandliss is a professor at Stanford’s Graduate School of Education and serves
on the training facultyat the Stanford Neurosciences Interdepartmental Program.
His areas of specialization include cognitivepsychology, cognitive neuroscience,
developmental psychology, and educational cognitive neuroscience.He is on the board
of directors or scientific advisory boards of several science and education societies,
including the International Mind, Brain, and Education Society (IMBES). He is the
recipient of multiple grants, including a National Institute of Health grantfor work
on neurobiological predictors of spoken and written language learning. In 2006, he was a recipientof the
Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers.

© 2018 Amplify Education, Inc. All rights reserved. | amplify.com/reading

| 32

Heidi Anne Mesmer
Heidi Anne E. Mesmer, Ph.D., is an associate professor of literacy at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University (Virginia Tech). A former third-grade teacher, Dr. Mesmer
has studied beginning reading materials and text difficulty her entire career. She
has written and directed eight grants aimed at improving reading instruction in K–5
classrooms. She is the author of Teaching Skills for Complex Text: Deepening Close
Reading in the Classroom, and her work has appeared in Reading Research Quarterly,
The Reading Teacher, and a range of other research publications. Dr. Mesmer’s
research was supported by a National Academy of Education/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship and an
American Educational Research Association/Institute of Education Sciences grant. She is the recipient of
Virginia Tech’s Outreach Award from the College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences (2012), and the P–12
Outreach Award (2011) and Promising Scholar Award (2009), both from the School of Education. In 2014,
she delivered the George Graham Lecture in Reading for the Curry School of Education at the University
of Virginia.

Jane Oakhill
Jane Oakhill is Professor of Experimental Psychology at the University of Sussex. She
worked briefly as an elementary school teacher, and her interest in children’s reading
comprehension problems led to a DPhil (PhD) on that topic. Since completing her
doctorate, she has worked on various research projects, but has always maintained
a research interest in children’s reading comprehension (in particular, individual
differences). Her books in the area of reading and comprehension include: Becoming
a Skilled Reader, with Alan Garnham; Children’s Problems in Text Comprehension,
with Nicola Yuill; Reading Comprehension Difficulties: Processes and Remediation, with Cesare Cornoldi;
Reading Development and the Teaching of Reading: A Psychological Perspective, with Roger Beard; Children’s
Comprehension Problems in Oral and Written Language, with Kate Cain; and most recently Understanding
and Teaching Reading Comprehension, with Kate Cain and Carsten Elbro. In 1991, she was awarded the
British Psychological Society’s Spearman Medal, for outstanding published work in the first decade of her
career as a psychologist. More recently, she has been elected to fellowships of the British Psychological
Society and the Society for Text and Discourse.
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