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72 Dams Removed in 2014 
Communities across the country made 2014 a great year for dam removals. A  

total of 72 dams were removed nationwide in partnership with state and federal 

agencies and non-profit organizations like American Rivers. More than 730 miles 

of streams were restored as a result of this momentous achievement, which  

benefits fish, wildlife, and people alike. 

There are few things that positively impact the health of a river as much as  

removing a dam. While dams can benefit society, they can also cause considerable 

harm to rivers. They deplete fisheries, degrade river ecosystems, deteriorate water 

quality, and diminish recreational opportunities on our rivers. 

That’s why we at American Rivers have fought for more than 40 years to remove 

dams that have outlived their purpose and to reform hydropower operations. As 

the leader in dam removals and the founder of the dam removal movement, our 

expertise and advocacy have directly contributed to the removal of more than 200 

dams nationwide. 

American Rivers is also the only  

organization that maintains a record 

of dam removals in the United States. 

1,257 dams have been removed since 

1912, nearly 70% of which have been 

removed in the last 20 years!  

Learn more about the 72 dams  

removed in 2014 by clicking here. 

And explore our interactive map  

of all dam removals since 1936 by 

clicking here.  

 

About the  
River Guardians 
 

 River Guardians are among 
American Rivers’ most 
steadfast supporters.  
 

 Made up of a diverse group 
of river enthusiasts, from 
paddlers to hikers, birders 
to fishermen, and nature 
lovers of all sorts, River 
Guardians understand that 
our rivers are under greater 
pressures than ever before 
and choose to protect 
them.  
 

 With annual support of 
$1,000 or more, River  
Guardians ensure that  
together we can protect 
and restore the rivers that 
enrich our lives in countless 
ways for generations to 
come.  

 

Become a  
River Guardian 
 

 To learn more about how 
you can support American 
Rivers as a River Guardian, 
visit AmericanRivers.org/
RiverGuardian.  
 

 If you have questions about 
joining the River Guardians, 
please contact Deanna  
Tricarico at 202-243-7041 or 
at dtricarico@ 
americanrivers.org. 

Continue reading to learn more about our conservation work to restore, 

protect, and revitalize our nation’s rivers. For more information on the  

topics in this report, as well as countless others, visit AmericanRivers.org. 

Glines Canyon Dam removal, Elwha River, WA  

August 15, 2014 | NPS 

http://www.americanrivers.org/initiatives/dams/
http://www.americanrivers.org/initiatives/dams/
http://www.americanrivers.org/newsroom/press-releases/72-dams-removed-in-2014/
http://www.americanrivers.org/initiatives/dams/dam-removals-map/
https://secure.americanrivers.org/page/contribute/river-guardian-qtr
https://secure.americanrivers.org/page/contribute/river-guardian-qtr
mailto:dtricarico@americanrivers.org
mailto:dtricarico@americanrivers.org
http://www.americanrivers.org/
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New Wild and Scenic Designations for 7 Rivers 

In December, we saw the most significant river conservation bill in  

almost six years become law. Wild and Scenic River designations were 

granted to seven rivers—Delaware and Pennsylvania’s White Clay Creek; 

Oregon’s River Styx; Vermont’s Missisquoi River and Trout River; and  

Washington’s Illabot Creek, Middle Fork Snoqualmie River, and Pratt 

River. That adds up to the conservation of 140 river miles and 17,000 

acres of riverside land. The legislation also permanently protects lands 

and waters in Montana and Southwest Colorado, and named 14 rivers in 

New England and Oregon to be studied for potential Wild and Scenic 

designations in the future. 

These seven rivers were protected for their outstanding natural, cultural, and recreational values, which will be safeguarded 

and enhanced thanks to their new Wild and Scenic status. The construction of new dams and harmful development is now 

prohibited so that we may enjoy their healthy, free-flowing waters for generations to come.  

Securing Wild and Scenic status is a cornerstone of American Rivers’ work. It is the strongest possible protection a river can 

receive in the United States and one we aim to attain for many more rivers in the future. While more than 200 rivers have 

Wild and Scenic status, they account for less than ¼ of 1% of our rivers nationwide. Click here to learn more about the new 

designations. To find a Wild and Scenic River near you, click here.  

Long-Awaited Victory for the North Fork of the Flathead River 

American Rivers and our conservation partners scored a major win in the four-

decade battle to defend the integrity of Montana’s North Fork of the Flathead 

River along the western boundary of Glacier National Park. In December, 

President Obama signed legislation that bans future mineral leasing on 430,000 

acres in the watershed, providing permanent protection from new mining and 

energy development. The legislation adds 67,000 new acres of wilderness along 

the spectacular Rocky Mountain Front—the first new wilderness designation in 

Montana since the 1980s. 

The North Fork of the Flathead River is home to a notable abundance of  

wildlife, including elk, moose, trout, and the densest population of grizzly bears in the lower 48. The headwaters are in  

British Columbia, Canada, and were forever protected from mining and energy development thanks to a $10 million lease 

buyout of existing claims. Companies in the US portion of the watershed voluntarily surrendered claims to 80% of lands 

previously leased for mineral development, leaving the fate of the remaining 20% in limbo. 

While we celebrate this hard-won victory, American Rivers will continue to stand up for the North Fork and its wildlife until 

all remaining claims are extinguished. Click here to learn more.  

Taking on Erosion in California 

American Rivers recently launched a new project with the Tahoe National 

Forest to improve water quality and habitat by addressing the watershed  

impacts of forest roads. The project will identify the roads within the forest  

experiencing the most significant erosion problems. Erosion from roads is the 

main source of sediment pollution affecting rivers in forests. By targeting 

these sites, we can improve road conditions and reduce negative impacts to 

rivers. Click here to read more.  

Cave to the River Styx, OR | Ryan Consbruck 

Kayakers in Tahoe National Forest, CA |  

George Lamson 

North Fork Flathead River, MT | Scott Bosse 

http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/new-wild-and-scenic-rivers-protected-by-the-president/
http://www.americanrivers.org/initiatives/wild-and-scenic/wild-and-scenic-rivers-map/
http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/after-four-decades-a-victory-for-the-north-fork/
http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/fighting-erosion-from-forest-roads/
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Paddle the Yampa River without Leaving Home 

American Rivers and Google Maps recently launched our latest joint venture:  

a Street View project of Colorado’s Yampa River. Now anyone can enjoy  

stunning 360° panoramas of the wild Yampa River from a rafter’s perspective  

as it meanders through Dinosaur National Monument. 

Footage for the project was captured last summer on a four-day float trip that 

spanned 72 miles from Deerlodge Park in Northwest Colorado to Split  

Mountain just over the Utah border. This section of the river boasts particularly 

beautiful scenery, from towering cliffs in remote canyons to sweeping deserts 

and sagebrush plains, and of course, the celebrated whitewater that flows freely 

through one of the last wild rivers in the Colorado River Basin. 

The Yampa River not only supports a recreation economy, it also supports an agricultural economy, sustains habitat for fish 

and wildlife, and provides drinking water in an area often plagued by drought. By highlighting the value of a free-flowing 

river and giving people the opportunity to experience it virtually, we hope to raise awareness of the pressures the Yampa is 

facing and inspire conservation of this exceptional resource. Click here to learn more about this exciting project.  

Oil Spill on the Yellowstone River 

On January 17, the Poplar Pipeline spilled 40,000 gallons of oil into the  

Yellowstone River near Glendive, Montana, contaminating drinking water for 

6,000 residents and prompting warnings about eating fish from the affected 

part of the river. Cleanup efforts were largely ineffective as the river was  

frozen below two feet of ice. Most of the oil has since moved downriver into 

North Dakota’s Missouri River. 

As the debate continues over the Keystone XL pipeline, we must consider 

whether our safety standards for these oil pipelines are truly adequate. This is 

the second major pipeline spill on the Yellowstone River in four years. Both 

the January spill near Glendive and the 2011 spill, which dumped 63,000 gallons of oil into the river near Laurel, Montana, 

were likely caused by pipelines that were not buried deep enough under the riverbed. Federal law requires pipelines be buried 

just four feet below riverbeds, even though large, dynamic rivers like the Yellowstone are known to scour up to 40 feet into 

their beds during major floods and ice jams. 

To learn more about the recent spill and our work to enact stronger pipeline regulations, click here.  

A frozen Yellowstone River, MT | Scott Bosse 

Cleaning Up a Wild and Scenic River 

Florida’s Wekiva River is one of only two Wild and Scenic Rivers in the state. 

Although it enjoys all the protections that come with Wild and Scenic status, 

it’s still susceptible to litter and can benefit from a good cleanup. 

Late last fall, more than 90 volunteers gathered near Orlando for a National 

River Cleanup® on the Wekiva. Some volunteers picked up trash from the 

shore while others hopped in canoes and collected litter from the river’s crystal-

clear waters. They amassed an impressive haul, which will benefit the hawks, 

egrets, turtles, fish, and even an alligator that were spotted throughout the day. 

The National River Cleanup has always been an important part of our work at 

American Rivers. Since 1991, more than 1.2 million volunteers have removed 

20 million pounds of litter from our rivers. Click here to learn more about the 

Wekiva River cleanup.  

Volunteers pick up litter on the Wekiva River, FL |  

Peter Roquemore 

 

Street View of the Yampa River, CO | Google Maps 

http://act.americanrivers.org/page/content/yampa-streetview/
http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/yellowstone-oilspill-proving-difficult-to-clean-up/
http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/who-knew-trash-could-be-so-much-fun/
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Rivers Through a Child’s Eyes 

American Rivers recently produced a short film that looks at Northwest rivers 

from a child’s perspective. Parker’s 50 favorite things about these rivers, from 

pristine waters and waterfall mist, to larger-than-life trees and frogs and newts and 

spawning salmon, celebrate all the region has to offer and all American Rivers is 

working to protect. Click here to check out the film and see which of his favorites 

speak to you.  

Funding Authorized for River Restoration in the Great Lakes Basin 

The House of Representatives passed the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Act of 

2014 just in time for the new year. The legislation provides $300 million a year for 

the next five years for projects in the Great Lakes that include river restoration. We 

at American Rivers head to Capitol Hill  

each year to support the passage of this  

important legislation. The Great Lakes Basin 

is the source of drinking water for more than 

30 million people.  

Recovery Is Steady for a Once-Battered Creek 

For at least 160 years, Darby Creek in Southeastern Pennsylvania had been blocked by 

dams. Early settlers built dams to power mills, and while the mills are long gone, the 

obsolete dams remained, degrading habitat in the creek and causing flooding. To add 

insult to an already injured watershed, a tanker spilled 265,000 gallons of crude oil into 

the Delaware River in 2004, to which Darby Creek is a direct tributary. 

In 2007, American Rivers and our partners embarked upon a journey to bring Darby 

Creek back to life. The goal was to improve habitat for wildlife, alleviate flooding, and 

ensure the public’s safety by restoring the creek’s natural flow. The project took years to 

complete and included removing several dams and railroad piers, as well as realigning an 

800-foot section of the creek to create a new floodplain. 

Three years later Darby Creek’s recovery is unmistakable. Trees and shrubs on the shoreline have taken root, which has 

strengthened the banks, reduced erosion, and provided shade and improved habitat. We’ve seen less sediment entering the 

river and clearer waters. And without dams to stop them, fish like hickory shad, bass, and American eel are free to migrate 

upstream. Young blueback herring have even been spotted in the creek. 

Bringing Darby Creek back from the brink proved to be a successful undertaking like so many other restoration projects 

executed by American Rivers. To learn more about this project, click here.  

Fox on the Siskiwit River, MI | Ray Dumas 

Darby Borough Dam site on Darby Creek, 

PA, before (top) and after (bottom) 

 

About American Rivers 
 

American Rivers protects wild rivers, restores damaged rivers, and conserves clean water for people and nature. 
Since 1973, American Rivers has protected and restored more than 150,000 miles of rivers through advocacy efforts, 
on-the-ground projects, and an annual America’s Most Endangered Rivers® campaign. Headquartered in 
Washington, DC, American Rivers has offices across the country and more than 200,000 members,  
supporters, and volunteers. For more information, email dtricarico@americanrivers.org. 

Star of the show | Skip Armstrong 

Thank you for reading! 

http://www.americanrivers.org/region/northwest/rivers-of-puget-sound-and-the-columbia-basin/
http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/pa-creek-watching-recovery/
mailto:dtricarico@americanrivers.org

