
	
	
	
	
	

To	whet	your	appetite	for	warmer	seasons,	I’m	pleased	to	share	the	latest	edition	of	our	River	
Guardian	Conservation	Update	highlighting	our	successes	and	our	work	in	progress	across	the	
country.		Whether	we	are	paddlers,	whitewater	rafters,	anglers,	or	riverbank	explorers,	we	know	
the	value	of	healthy	rivers.	Please	enjoy	the	report,	and	thank	you	for	your	interest	in	and	support	
of	our	work.		All	of	us	at	American	Rivers	wish	you	a	great	season	on	the	river!			

Water	–	and	Wine	–	in	Arizona:		The	Verde	River	is	an	
important	natural	and	cultural	resource	in	central	Arizona,	
running	through	hundreds	of	ancient	archeological	sites	
including	Tuzigoot	National	Monument.	The	rarest	of	all	North	
American	forest	types	is	found	along	its	banks.		Yet	the	Verde	is	
over‐diverted	for	irrigation,	and	in	many	areas	more	water	is	in	
the	ditches	than	in	the	river.		To	encourage	transition	to	more	
sustainable	water	usage,	American	Rivers	is	playing	a	
leadership	role	in	a	geo‐tourism	project	for	the	Sedona‐Verde	
Valley.	The	project	includes	marketing	the	Verde	Front	“String	
of	Pearls”	sustainable	recreation	sites	along	the	Verde	Valley.		
Near	the	town	of	Sedona,	a	number	of	wineries	have	opened,	
helping	to	preserve	farmland,	open	space,	and	wildlife	habitat.	
	
Big	Success	for	Water	Planning	in	Colorado:		After	nearly	two	years	of	collaborative	work,	the	
Colorado	Water	Plan	was	signed	into	law	by	Governor	Hickenlooper.		American	Rivers	has	been	
heavily	involved	in	every	phase	of	the	development	of	the	plan,	and	many	of	our	recommendations	
were	included.		Holistic	in	scope,	the	Plan	recognizes	the	importance	of	healthy	rivers	for	Colorado's	
economy	and	quality	of	life,	and	emphasizes	flexible	water	management	and	water	sharing.	
Specifics	of	the	Plan	include	funding	Stream	Management	Plans	to	benefit	wild	and	native	fish,	and	
setting	a	municipal	conservation	goal	of	400,000	acre/feet	of	water	saved	by	2050.	The	Plan	also	
makes	the	prospect	of	a	new	trans‐mountain	diversion	from	the	Colorado	River	less	likely.			
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CONSERVATION
UPDATE	

We	extend	warm	greetings	to	our	newest	River	Guardians.	Welcome	and	welcome	
back!		Your	support	makes	all	of	this	good	work	possible.	

David	Andrews,	Port	Charlotte,	FL	 	 Molly	Holt,	Washington	DC	
Dorothy	Canter,	Bethesda,	MD	 	 James	Kibler,	Hampton	Falls,	NH	
Damon	Copeland,	Orlando,	FL	 	 Rick	and	Sue	Neff,	Missoula,	MT	
Karl	and	Sarah	Delong,	Morro	Bay,	CA		 Michael	Szurek,	Woodstock,	IL	
David	Eisner,	Dacula,	GA	 	 	 Bryce	Whitmore,	Talent,	OR	

	

Did	we	miss	you?		We	may	not	have	your	current	phone	number	or	email	on	file.	Contact	us	and	we’ll	
be	sure	to	include	you	in	the	next	River	Guardian	Conservation	Update!	

Verde River Blue Trail; Credit: Doug Von Gausig
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Little Tennessee NFCA Meeting 

Clean	Water	for	All!	Three	Questions	for	the	Next	President:		As	the	drama	of	election	season	
heats	up,	American	Rivers	stays	focused	on	our	priorities	for	healthy	rivers	and	clean	drinking	
water	across	the	country.		We	have	the	following	questions	for	all	presidential	candidates:	

 Rivers	are	the	source	of	drinking	water	for	two	out	of	three	Americans.	What	is	your	plan	to	
harness	American	resources	and	ingenuity	to	ensure	healthy	rivers	and	safe	drinking	water	for	all?		

 The	Clean	Water	Act	of	1972	was	supposed	to	guarantee	that	all	of	our	nation’s	rivers	are	
swimmable	and	fishable.	Yet	decades	later,	44	percent	of	assessed	waterways	are	too	polluted	
for	fishing	or	swimming,	and	many	communities	lack	access	to	safe	drinking	water.	If	elected,	
what	will	you	do	to	ensure	that	the	Clean	Water	Act’s	promise	is	fulfilled	during	your	Presidency?		

 The	American	Society	of	Civil	Engineers	gives	our	nation’s	water	infrastructure	a	D	grade	in	its	
“Report	Card	on	the	Nation’s	Infrastructure.”	Will	you	commit	the	resources	necessary	to	
significantly	improve	that	grade	by	the	end	of	your	first	term	in	office?			

	
Empowering	Citizens	for	Hydro	Advocacy:	To	encourage	
effective	citizen	participation	in	river	renewal,	American	Rivers	
recently	revised	the	Hydropower	Toolkit	with	help	from	the	
Hydropower	Reform	Coalition’s	(HRC)	general	counsel.	Our	
Toolkit	helps	local	residents	understand	and	navigate	the	re‐
licensing	process	for	non‐federal	hydropower	projects	so	that	
they	are	better	able	to	challenge	harmful	dams	and	advocate	for	
improved	dam	operations.	The	revised	Toolkit	incorporates	
EPAct	hearing	procedures	and	related	legal	challenges,	and	will	
soon	be	available	on	the	HRC’s	website.		

	
	
So	Many	Dams	–	Where	to	Start?		In	a	new	restoration	partnership	with	the	U.S.	Forest	Service,	
American	Rivers	is	working	in	the	Forest	Service’s	southeast	region	to	develop	an	inventory	and	
model	to	use	for	prioritizing	dams	for	potential	removal.		AR	helped	to	create	the	GIS	Barrier	
Prioritization	tool,	a	clearinghouse	site	which	helps	users	assess	how	much	ecological	benefit	would	
be	gained	by	removing	a	dam.	Conservation	professionals	and	local	grassroots	groups	can	add	
metrics	and	conditions	to	the	site	and	use	it	to	analyze	which	dams	are	the	best	candidates	for	
removal	based	on	variables	such	as	their	importance	to	wildlife	habitat,	their	danger	to	public	
safety,	or	the	opportunity	to	open	new	recreation	opportunities.	The	USFS	prioritization	tool	is	a	
demonstration	project	that	we	envision	adapting	to	regions	across	the	country.			

 For information on specific dam removal work, see page 6 

An	Important	“First”	for	Fish:	The	Little	Tennessee	River	has	been	
designated	as	the	nation’s	first	Native	Fish	Conservation	Area	(NFCA).			
Serving	in	a	leadership	role,	American	Rivers	worked	with	federal	and	
state	agencies,	conservation	groups,	and	native	tribes.	NFCAs	are	river	
basins	designated	for	management	with	a	focus	on	conservation	and	
restoration	of	native	fish	and	other	aquatic	life,	paired	with	
compatible	recreational	and	commercial	uses,	with	the	end	goal	of	
ensuring	the	long‐term	survival	of	native	aquatic	species.		

Citizens helped advocate removal of the Condit 
Dam on the White Salmon River. Thomas O’Keefe 
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Green	Stormwater	Infrastructure	in	Toledo:	Green	
Stormwater	Infrastructure	(GSI)	is	an	approach	to	water	
storage	and	security	that	protects,	restores,	or	mimics	the	
natural	water	cycle.	In	the	Great	Lakes	basin,	American	
Rivers	continues	to	work	at	a	very	local	scale	installing	
demonstration	projects	and	leading	planning	efforts.	We	
just	completed	a	tree	bed	infiltration	project	at	the	newly	
developed	Hensville	Park,	home	to	the	Mudhens	minor	
league	baseball	team.	The	tree	boxes	will	capture	and	treat	
8,700	gallons	of	rainwater	coming	off	neighboring	

rooftops	before	being	distributed	back	into	the	Maumee	River	each	year.	American	Rivers	will	
continue	to	lead	the	planning	efforts	of	the	Green	Stormwater	Infrastructure	Task	Force,	whose	
next	steps	include	selecting	sites	for	potential	projects	in	the	Swan	Creek	watershed.			

Floodplain	and	Meadow	Restoration	in	the	West:		
Nationwide,	the	cost	of	flood	damage	exceeds	$6	billion	per	
year.	Dams	and	levees	isolate	floodplains	and	wetlands	that	
can	provide	natural,	free	flood	protection	for	communities.	
Flood	control	can	often	be	accomplished	more	effectively	and	
for	less	money	by	restoring	degraded	areas	and	by	
maintaining	buffer	zones	along	rivers.	We	have	been	working	
to	demonstrate,	validate,	and	quantify	restoration	practices	to	
improve	water	quality,	wildlife	habitat,	and	water	storage	
capacity.		Last	year,	we	completed	meadow	restoration	
projects	with	our	partners	in	five	watersheds,	including	the	
Stanislaus	headwaters	in	California,	the	Carson	River	in	
Nevada,	and	the	Merced	River	in	Yosemite	Valley.	By	
demonstrating	successes,	these	pilot	projects	help	build	
momentum	for	increased	restoration	work.			

Leadership	in	Removing	the	Biggest	Dams:		Removing	large	
dams,	as	in	the	successful,	high‐visibility	removal	of	the	Elwha	dam,	
is	a	complex	effort	requiring	great	care	and	skill.	Our	staff	convened	
a	day‐long	symposium	focused	on	the	unique	challenges	of	
removing	large	dam	projects.	Participants	at	the	event	shared	case	
studies,	gave	feedback,	and	shared	ideas	about	how	to	best	move	
large	projects	forward.	Held	in	Washington	state,	the	event	was	an	
important	step	toward	more	free‐flowing	rivers	in	the	Pacific	
northwest.	
	
	

This gully in the Carson watershed has been blocked 
with rock to retain water and sediment and to begin 
rebuilding the streambed. Joanne Lowden, USFS 

The Glines Canyon Dam on the Elwha 
River is the tallest dam ever removed 
in the U.S. Photo from 2011. 

Time	to	renew?	
		

You	can	renew	you	River	Guardian	membership	easily	and	conveniently	online	at:	
		
www.americanrivers.org/riverguardian	
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Engaging	Diverse	Communities	in	Conservation:		American	Rivers	
Fellow	Janae	Davis	recently	completed	an	assessment	for	outreach	to	
African	American	and	Hispanic	communities	in	Southern	Appalachia	and	
the	Carolinas	(SAC).	Minority	participation	is	increasingly	important	for	
environmental	organizations.	Under‐represented	groups	often	suffer	the	
effects	of	environmental	degradation	disproportionately;	in	the	long	run,	
engaging	with	diverse	communities	is	essential	to	maintaining	a	base	of	
environmental	support	as	U.S.	demographics	shift.		Our	SAC	Basin	staff	
participated	in	the	Racial	Equity	Lab,	which	focused	on	effective	
communication.	Our	SAC	Action	Plan	works	toward	improved	
collaboration	with	diverse	communities	to	achieve	our	conservation	goals.		
	
	
Blue	Trails	Boost	Local	Economies	and	Hometown	Pride:		Our	Blue	Trails	program	connects	
people	to	their	hometown	rivers	through	low‐impact	recreation	such	as	fishing,	paddling,	and	
hiking,	and	inspires	them	to	see	their	rivers	as	valuable	resources	worthy	of	protection.	The	
program	assists	communities	with	developing	and	implementing	plans	for	improving	recreation	
while	also	boosting	local	economies	through	recreational	tourism.		American	Rivers	recently	
launched	the	Ashley	River	Blue	Trail	in	South	Carolina.	Working	with	local	partners,	we	developed	
an	Ashley	River	conservation	plan	that	prioritizes	riverside	conservation	through	voluntary	
easements,	direct	purchase,	improved	management	of	public	lands,	and	the	development	of	local	
codes	and	ordinances.		In	December,	our	Blue	Trails	team	hosted	a	webinar	on	the	economic	
benefits	of	river‐based	recreation.	
	

Funding	for	Wild	and	Scenic	Rivers:	Our	"Wild	Rivers"	license	
plates	officially	went	on	sale	this	past	summer	in	Montana.	Each	
plate	sold	or	renewed	generates	$25	for	American	Rivers’	
Northern	Rockies	office.		We're	on	track	to	make	about	$25,000	
in	the	project’s	first	fiscal	year.	Now	that	the	license	plate	is	
appearing	on	cars	(and	thus	advertising	itself)	we	anticipate	it	
bringing	in	about	$35,000	in	revenue	in	2017.		

Healthier	River	Levels	in	Atlanta:		In	developed	areas,	impermeable	surfaces	prevent	the	natural	
process	of	groundwater	recharge	from	rain	and	snow.	Harnessing	the	science	behind	methods	such	
as	floodplain	restoration,	rain	gardens,	and	permeable	pavement,	we	work	to	allow	groundwater	to	
move	into	rivers	at	a	slower,	more	constant	rate	–	so	more	water	stays	in	rivers.		One	example	is	in	
our	work	in	the	Flint	River	basin	in	Georgia,	where	we	are	working	with	the	Hartfield‐Jackson	
International	Airport	–	one	of	the	largest	airports	in	the	world	–	to	implement	green	infrastructure	
in	strategic	areas	in	order	to	provide	healthier	river	levels.	Our	Upper	Flint	River	Resiliency	Action	
Plan	is	also	guiding	our	work	with	water	utilities	such	as	Fayette	County	Water	System.	

	

	

AR Fellow Janae Davis

Save	natural	resources	by	sharing	your	email	address!	By	providing	your	email	contact,	
you	allow	us	to	send	news	updates,	gift	acknowledgments,	special	invitations,	and	more	electronically.	
You	will	receive	only	a	few	emails	per	year	from	the	River	Guardian	program,	and	we	will	not	share	
your	information.		Email	Robinne	at	rgray@americanrivers.org	and	to	keep	your	email	address	on	file.	
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Promoting	Water	Efficiency	in	Cities:		In	urban	areas,	American	Rivers	is	working	to	advance	a	
collaborative,	integrated	approach	to	managing	stormwater,	wastewater,	and	drinking	water.		We	
bring	municipal	authorities,	utility	companies,	engineers,	and	environmental	advocates	together	to	
learn	best	practices	and	coordinate	their	efforts.		In	the	past	year,	American	Rivers	convened	a	
meeting	with	mayors	and	water	managers	from	a	number	of	cities	around	the	country,	including,	
Atlanta,	Tucson,	Milwaukee,	Philadelphia	and	Washington	D.C.	to	understand	how	water	managers	
can	communicate	better	among	their	own	city	agencies	and	with	other	cities.		

Protecting	Rivers	by	Working	with	Congress:		Congress	passed,	and	the	President	signed,	the	
Federal	FY	16	Omnibus	Appropriations	Bill.		Overall,	the	bill	represented	a	series	of	significant	
policy	and	funding	wins	for	American	Rivers.		River‐related	highlights	of	the	bill	include:	

 Securing	the	Green	Project	Reserve	within	the	EPA’s	Clean	Water	State	Revolving	Fund	
 Substantial	increases	to	NOAA’s	Restoration	Program	and	its	Coastal	Resiliency	Grants	
 Significant	increases	to	the	Department	of	the	Interior’s	WaterSMART	program	
 Funding	of	the	Yakima	Basin’s	request	under	current	authorization	levels	
 Dropping	all	policy	riders	we	opposed	(including	the	Ski	Bill	and	Waters	of	the	U.S.	riders)	

from	the	final	package	

National	River	Cleanup:		Now	in	its	25th	year,	our	National	River	
Cleanup®	program	offers	promotional	and	technical	support	to	
individuals	and	organizations	who	help	remove	trash	from	their	
local	rivers.		Over	the	course	of	2015,	we	mobilized	over	46,000	
volunteers	to	remove	2	million	pounds	of	trash	at	1,370	sites	
nationwide.	Our	corporate	partners	also	host	cleanups	across	the	
country,	encouraging	employees	to	give	back	to	their	local	
communities.		
	

	

	
	

About	the		
RIVER	GUARDIANS	
	
River	Guardians	are	leaders	in	funding	our	work	to	protect,	conserve,	and	restore	our	nation’s	rivers.	
With	an	annual	gift	of	$1,000	or	more,	you	are	part	of	a	community	of	our	most	steadfast	supporters		‐‐	
friends	who,	like	you,	understand	the	critical	role	of	rivers	in	clean	drinking	water,	robust	ecosystems,	and	
active	recreation,	and	who	know	the	value	of	safeguarding	the	health	of	rivers.	Made	up	of	a	diverse	group	of	
river	enthusiasts,	from	paddlers	to	hikers,	birders	to	anglers,	and	nature	lovers	of	all	sorts,	River	Guardians	
understand	that	our	rivers	are	under	greater	pressures	than	ever	before	and	choose	to	protect	them.		
	
Please	join	us	in	making	a	difference	for	our	rivers	by	joining	the	community	of	River	Guardians	at	
www.AmericanRivers.org/RiverGuardian,	or	by	contacting	Robinne	Gray	at	202‐243‐7041	or	
rgray@americanrivers.org.				
	 	

2015 National River Cleanup Photo 
Contest winner: Rob Hanson’s 
photo from the Montreal River 

Cleanup in Ironwood, MI. 
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Citico Creek 
Jenni Frankenburg Veal 

Eightmile River, flowing free. Amy Singler 

SPECIAL	SECTION	
62	Dams	Removed	in	2015,	Benefiting	Rivers	and	Communities	Nationwide	
	

“Long	experience	has	shown	us	that	dam	removal	is	an	excellent	tool	for	restoring	river	health,	
revitalizing	fish	and	wildlife,	improving	public	safety,	and	reconnecting	communities	with	their	
rivers.	Now,	the	benefits	of	dam	removal	are	becoming	even	more	pronounced	as	it	is	helping	
strengthen	the	resiliency	of	communities	and	wildlife	in	the	face	of	a	changing	climate.”	

‐ Bob	Irvin,	President	of	American	Rivers	

Communities	in	21	states,	working	in	partnership	with	non‐profit	organizations	and	state	and	federal	
agencies,	removed	62	dams	in	2015,	restoring	more	than	570	miles	of	streams	for	the	benefit	of	fish,		
wildlife	and	people.		
	
States	represented	on	the	list	are:	California,	Connecticut,	Hawaii,	Illinois,	Maine,	Maryland,	Massachusetts,	
Michigan,	Minnesota,	Montana,	New	Hampshire,	New	Jersey,	New	York,	North	Carolina,	Ohio,	Oregon,	
Pennsylvania,	Rhode	Island,	Tennessee,	Vermont,	and	Virginia.	American	Rivers	played	a	role	in	15	of	dam	
removals	in	2015,	and	planning	is	underway	for	many	more.		Here	are	just	a	few	of	our	stories:	
	
Citico	Creek	Dam	removal	opens	miles	of	fish	habitat:			American	
Rivers,	in	partnership	with	the	U.S.	Forest	Service	Southern	Region	and	
the	U.S.	Fish	and	Wildlife	Service,	removed	the	Citico	Creek	dam	in	the	
Cherokee	National	Forest	in	Tennessee.	This	project	leveraged	the	in‐
house	resources	of	two	federal	agencies	to	achieve	high	ecological	
benefits	at	an	extremely	low	cost.   

 
 

Dam	removals	in	the	Northeast:			We	kicked	off	2016	with	the	removal	of	
the	Timber	Dam	on	Amethyst	Brook	in	Pelham,	MA.	In	Connecticut,	we’ve	
wrapped	up	the	Ed	Bills	Pond	Dam	removal	on	the	Eightmile	River,	and	this	
spring	we	will	wrap	up	the	channel	restoration	with	site	re‐vegetation.		Also	
removed	was	the	Pond	Lily	Dam	on	the	West	River,	which	flows	into	the	
Long	Island	Sound.		This	project	opened	approximately	2.6	miles	of	the	
West	River	and	76	acres	of	pond	habitat.	

	

Expanding	dam	removal	work	in	GA	and	TN:			American	Rivers,	in	partnership	with	the	Tennessee	
Chapter	of	TNC,	has	completed	a	dam	removal	capacity	building	plan	for	Tennessee,	as	a	way	to	expand	the	
dam	removal	potential	for	this	state.		Also,	along	with	our	partners,	we	presented	the	first‐ever	Dam	
Removal	Training	Workshop	in	Georgia.		American	Rivers	and	our	partners	see	good	momentum	coming	out	
of	the	meeting	for	dam	removal	and	restoration	projects	to	get	underway	in	Georgia	and	TN.	

	

American	Rivers	maintains	the	national	record	of	dam	removals	across	the	United	States,	which	includes	
information	on	1,300	dams	that	have	been	removed	across	the	country	since	1912.		Most	of	those	dams	(1,061)	
were	removed	in	the	past	25	years.		


