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Anglers Fund Conservation Update 

Summer/Fall 2015 

Welcome to the latest edition of American Rivers’ Anglers Fund Conservation Update, 
featuring the work we are doing across the country to protect and restore important fish habitat.  
Whether we are opening access to spawning grounds by removing outdated dams and barriers, 
protecting rivers with Wild and Scenic designations, or improving river health by restoring floodplains 
and meadows, virtually all of our work helps fish habitat.   

As anglers, we understand that healthy fish need healthy rivers.  Please enjoy the report and 
thank you for your interest in and support of our work.  And good luck with your fishing! 

Great progress for Yakima River fishery:   The Yakima River is one of the treasures of the Pacific 
Northwest, though it’s been faced with many challenges 
over the past few years.  After years of collaboration with 
farmers, irrigation districts, and tribes, American Rivers is 
pleased to have played a big part in two key steps forward 
for Yakima steelhead and salmon.  First, the Washington 
State Legislature allocated $30 million in state funding to 
the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan over the next two years.  
This funding will allow for construction of adult fish 
passage at Cle Elum Dam, a study of fish passage at Tieton 

Dam, and $10 million worth of fish habitat restoration and water conservation projects.  Second, Sen. 
Maria Cantwell introduced the Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project Phase III Act of 2015.  
The end result of these actions will be abundant salmon and steelhead runs, including a large 
sockeye salmon run, better instream flows for trout fishing and boating, healthier riparian areas for 
wildlife, and a more reliable water supply for farms and communities. Read more here.  

Restoring California’s Eagle Lake Rainbow spawning grounds:   This 
spring, we began field work in Pine Creek, the main tributary to 
Eagle Lake.  The meadows of the watershed have been eroded and 
no longer function as floodplains -- they once soaked up floodwaters 
in spring and provided flow throughout in the year.   Now flows only 
occur for a few days annually.  The Eagle Lake rainbow trout have 
not spawned naturally since 1950, and the plan of our collective 
effort is to restore the watershed to the point that a native 
population will be self-sustaining within a decade.  TU, CalTrout, 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Forest Service are partnering on the project.  Read more.    

Building support for Wild and Scenic protections in Montana:   
Throughout the summer AR hosted community river forums in 
Missoula, Kalispell, the Seeley-Swan Valley, Bozeman and Billings to 
solicit feedback on our Citizens’ Proposal for new Wild & Scenic Rivers 
in western Montana. As a major step forward on June 15, all three 
members of Montana’s congressional delegation, Rep. Ryan Zinke and 
Senators Jon Tester and Steve Daines, introduced legislation to 

http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/long-term-outlook-is-bright-for-yakima-basin-fish-and-farms
http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/one-for-the-fish/
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designate 20 miles of East Rosebud Creek on the Custer-Gallatin National Forest as Montana’s first 
new Wild & Scenic River since 1976. AR’s Northern Rockies staff has been a leader in promoting this 
initiative for the past five years.  

National exposure to the mining threats faced by Montana’s 
Smith River:   American Rivers hosted reporter Chris Solomon 
and photographer Janie Osborne from the New York Times on a 
five-day float of the Smith River to draw national attention to the 
threats posed by a massive proposed copper mine in its 
headwaters. Read the front page article from the NY Times’ 
Travel section here and more on threats posed by the mine here. 

Two priority dams in Oregon’s Rogue River watershed taken down:    

 

 

 

 

In a victory for Oregon salmon, Wimer and Fielder dams, two abandoned irrigation dams on Evans 
Creek, a tributary to the Rogue River in Oregon, were removed in August. Constructed in the early 
1900s, both the Wimer and Fielder dams were considered to be two of the most critical fish passage 
barriers and on the state’s top 10 list of fish passage barriers. American Rivers is partnering with 
WaterWatch of Oregon, the Geos Institute, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and others to restore 16 
miles of habitat for Chinook salmon, 60 miles of Coho salmon habitat and 70 miles of steelhead 
habitat. Read more background here. 

Opening Pennsylvania headwaters to trout and other 
species:  American Rivers and Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy collaborated on the removal of the obsolete 
Woodland Dam Removal on Little Sewickley Creek near 
Edgeworth, PA, in July.  Removal of this abandoned dam 
provides the reconnection of 17 miles of headwaters habitat 
on the only High Quality stream remaining in Pennsylvania.  
WPC’s biological monitoring over the past 5 years found 27 
species of fish below the dam and only 7 species above.  
Trout, the endangered blue-breast darter, and other resident 
species will now have full access to excellent quality habitat 
for spawning and seasonal migrations. 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/19/travel/can-montanas-smith-river-survive-a-nearby-mine.html?smid=nytcore-ipad-share&smprod=nytcore-ipad&_r=0
http://www.americanrivers.org/endangered-rivers/2015-report/smith-river-montana/
http://www.mailtribune.com/article/20150411/NEWS/150419895
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Susquehanna headwaters stream open to brook trout for first time 
in 100 years:   Building on the success of the Kladder dam removal 
last year, American Rivers returned to this watershed in August to 
remove an outdated upstream dam that blocked the last 1.5 miles 
of headwaters habitat for wild brook trout.  With the removal of the 
dam, brook trout will now be able to access headwaters habitat 
for the first time in at least a century.   

Another dam removal in the Susquehanna watershed:  American 
Rivers managed the removal of the Heistand Sawmill Dam. The dam, 
located approximately 600 feet upstream of the confluence with the 
Susquehanna River, was the first barrier in the Chiques Creek 
watershed and was ranked in the top 5% of dams prioritized for 
removal in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Its removal reconnected 
13.4 miles of streams for migratory fish including American shad. 
Read more in Lancaster Online here.  

Identifying the next wave of dam removals in Virginia and New England:   American Rivers has sent 
more than 200 letters to the owners of dams that are identified as high priority for removal to 
improve passage for migrating fish in Virginia. These letters educate the recipients about the 
potential benefits of dam removal and invite them to meet with us to discuss options. So far these 
letters have resulted in several prospects for feasibility studies for dam removal.  Similar to Virginia, 
American Rivers is working to identify priority dams for removal in the Connecticut River tributaries in 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Vermont. These dam removal projects will restore healthy river 
ecosystems and provide access to important upstream habitat.  

Maryland’s “path to doughnuts” dam removed:   The Centreville Dam, whose 
only current function is to serve as a footpath to the local Dunkin Donuts, is being 
removed to aid in restoration of alewife and blueback herring. The dam is on 
Gravel Run, a tributary to the Corsica River on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, and de-
construction started in mid-August. This project will serve as a demonstration 
project for work with farmers and small communities in the area. Read more. 
 

Connecticut dam removal moving forward:   American Rivers and 
partners have begun the process of removing the outdated Ed Bills Pond 
Dam on the East Branch of the Eight Mile River in Lyme, Connecticut. 
This removal will restore access to over 8 miles of beautiful habitat for 
river herring, an important forage fish for stripers and false albacore, 
and restore conditions for brook trout on this federally designated Wild 
& Scenic river.  
 

Can we restore the Mississippi River Gorge in Minneapolis?:   On June 14, the Minneapolis Star-
Tribune published an article  about the Mississippi River Gorge and what the river might look like if 
the locks and dams were removed.  AR assisted in the development of some of the content, and we 
are a leading proponent of the project.  What a fantastic vision.  Read more here. 

http://lancasteronline.com/news/local/landmark-dam-on-chiques-creek-near-marietta-being-torn-down/article_1b2fc4d0-f41d-11e4-be75-8f6580899f95.html?mode=jqm
http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/removal-of-centreville-dam-kicks-off-today/
http://www.startribune.com/how-about-a-wilder-river-imagine-this-mississippi/307262171/
http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/restore-the-gorge/
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American Rivers is leading growth in Sierra Nevada meadow 
restorations:  A key element of our work is training others as a way 
to get more hands on deck, like on the meadow restoration 
projects we have in the Sierras this summer in partnership with the 
US Forest Service and National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  A 
healthy meadow holds a tremendous amount of water that it 
releases all summer long.  But a damaged meadow is like a sponge that you step on – not much good 
at holding water.  Read more on how we’re growing the ranks of people doing this critical work here.     
 
Getting steelhead and salmon up California’s Yuba River:   In California, we recently took a major 
step toward salmon and steelhead restoration on the Yuba River.  Along with Trout Unlimited and the 
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, we reached agreement with state and federal agencies on 
a framework for capturing Chinook salmon and steelhead and transporting them around two large 
dams on the Yuba that are too high to have fish ladders.  The framework also contains provisions for 
enhancing salmon and steelhead habitat in the lower Yuba River.   

 
Working for Columbia salmon:   American Rivers is actively 
supporting efforts to modernize the Columbia River Treaty with 
Canada, in hopes of restoring fish passage past several large dams 
without fish ladders in the basin.  Several local salmon stocks are at 
only 1% of their historic populations, and these moves could be 
great news for the salmon.  Read more here.  

 
Animas River spill exposes threats posed by abandoned mines:   In the 
wake of the tragic toxic waste spill from the Gold King mine in August, 
American Rivers has raised awareness of the threats posed by the 
thousands of mines in Colorado alone.  For those of us who have fished 
this beautiful river, it’s so sad to see this damage and to think of other 
spills waiting to happen.  Read more here, and watch American Rivers’ 
staff describe the issue on the CBS nightly news program here. 
 
Potomac Highlands restoration projects move forward:   Through our Potomac Highlands grant 
program, the projects we are supporting have helped local land groups protect 5,000 acres of 
sensitive land and rebuild damaged stream banks along the South River in the Potomac watershed.  
 
Reducing erosion in North Carolina and TN:   American Rivers and Mountain True completed an 
erosion control project in the Cherokee and Pisgah National Forests, closing 35 illegal roads to off-
road vehicles and repairing 4 Forest Service roads with erosion problems in the French Broad system.  
These efforts reduced harmful sediment run-off which degrades water quality and spawning grounds.   
 

 
If you want to join us in making a difference for our rivers, please consider joining the Anglers Fund at 
www.AmericanRivers.org/AnglersFund or by contacting Steve White at (919)720-2901 or at 
swhite@americanrivers.org.    
 
Thank you for considering supporting our work to protect and restore important fish habitat.   

9/3/15 

http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/pilot-projects-accelerate-meadow-restoration/
http://www.americanrivers.org/blog/hopeful-news-for-the-endangered-columbia-river/
http://www.americanrivers.org/newsroom/press-releases/animas-river-disaster/
http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/concern-over-sediment-in-animas-river/
http://www.americanrivers.org/AnglersFund
mailto:swhite@americanrivers.org

