
Reflections
by Skitch Henderson

Christine Ebersole and 
Kathie Lee Gifford to Headline 
Twentieth Birthday Gala

The New York Pops 
Twentieth Birthday Gala

Highlights from the 2002-2003 Season 

News from the Board Room

Thank You To Our Corporate Sponsors!

Pops Profile: 
The Rev. Norman Freeman, Timpani

Martin Ormandy Scholarship Sends 
Salute to Music Students to Music Camp

Calendar for 2003-200420
03

 S
pr

in
g 

U
pd

at
e

S
ki

tc
h 

H
en

de
rs

on
Fo

un
de

r &
 M

us
ic

 D
ire

ct
or

Contents



The New York Pops 20th Birthday Gala
Reviews 20th Century Popular Music

Our gala this year brings to the
foreground the fantastic contri-
bution and depth of the
American popular song. I’m

loosely basing the format on the 20th centu-
ry. In the year 1900, you might be astound-
ed to know that
the big hit was A
Bird in a Gilded
Cage. The years
1900-1910 pre-
sented a cornu-
copia of songs
even youngsters
today might know. Titles such as I Love You
Truly, Bill Bailey, Anchors Away, Take Me
Out to the Ball Game and Let Me Call You
Sweetheart present strong examples of the
creative pens from that period.

We obviously can’t do all the music, but
I’ve tried to break it down in lifestyles, world
happenings, not to mention World Wars I
and II. This era brought ragtime, sophisticat-
ed orchestras like Paul Whiteman, dance
teams like Fred and Adele Astair, pianists like
Zez Confrey, quartets like the Mills Brothers
and of course radio giants like Kate Smith
and Bing Crosby. Some of you who are
young in the tooth might discover a new
addition to your music jacket. You can whis-
tle the tunes, generally remember the lyrics
and dance the night away. (Whatever hap-
pened to ballrooms?) I’m always puzzled
watching present day commercials. To sud-
denly hear song hits from the past and won-
der if the young tigers that put these
commercials together realize the history of
these numbers.

There’s obviously an open end simply
because hard rock doesn’t fit with a com-
fortable cloak in this house. In another time,
hip-hop and rap will probably emanate from
this stage. But I’ll still be singing and play-

ing Blue Moon.
We open next season with a family of

brothers that I had the joy of watching per-
form in a little town in Southern Missouri
known as Branson. There’s a water tower,

lots of motels and
a succession of
artists who pres-
ent what was and
forever shall be
country music.
Larry Gatlin, of
course, has a
wonderful career

in television, but when he brings the broth-
ers and the assorted country pickers, it will
be a joyful occasion. Shine your cowboy
boots and wear a red bandanna. I’ll try to
dress the orchestra.

In December, we welcome back our
friends from Texas, the Fort Worth-TCU
Symphonic Choir led by Ronald Shirey, for a
traditional holiday concert. January brings
jazz – our own percussionist Sherrie Maricle
brings her band DIVA, all women, and they
really swing. Gary Guthman, whom I met
doing a program on the CBC, brings the
memories of the great trumpet player Harry
James plus the style of big bands. In the
spring, we salute a master of the song form
by the name of Harold Arlen. His career
began at the Cotton Club in Harlem
(Stormy Weather) and continued throughout
the golden days of musicals at MGM where
I played in the orchestra. We also welcome
the Mancini family, represented by Monica,
and its Hollywood history into the hall.
Finally, our series concludes next year with
the melodies of Jerome Kern. I expect you
to be part of our audience on and on. We
look forward to working for you. 

Reflections
by Skitch Henderson



Christine Ebersole, whose leading role in 42nd
Street on Broadway won her Tony and Outer
Critics Circle Awards, will be joining Kathie
Lee Gifford at the gala to preview a new proj-

ect of theirs, a musical based on the life of Amy Semple
McPherson. Ms. Ebersole has appeared on Broadway in,
among others, Dinner at Eight, The Best Man, Getting
Away with Murder and Oklahoma!, and in such films as
Tootsie, Amadeus and My Girl II. She is currently in Alan

Bennett’s Talking
Heads at the Minetta
Lane Theatre in New
York City.

Kathie Lee
Gifford is perhaps
best known as the
former co-host of Regis & Kathie Lee. In 15 years on the
show, Gifford received nine Emmy nominations as co-host
and two as executive producer. She has starred on numer-
ous television programs, performed on Broadway, started
her own record label and has a very successful brand of
products.

Many other artists will be joining us on Monday, May
5th, 7:00PM at Carnegie Hall as well.

Christine Ebersole and
Kathie Lee Gifford to
Headline Twentieth
Birthday Gala

Continued on next page
Kathie Lee Gifford

Christine Ebersole



The New York Pops 
Twentieth Birthday Gala

Dominic Chianese

Jeanne Lehman

Peter Appleyard

Davis Gaines

Keith Buterbaugh

Monday, May 5, 2003 • 7:00PM at Carnegie Hall

Peter Appleyard is one of the world’s top vibraphonists. He played with the Benny Goodman Sextet in
most of the major concert halls throughout the world and has appeared as a guest soloist on every major variety
television show in the US and Canada. His big band album Swing Fever went “gold” with 50,000 records sold
in Canada before going international.

Keith Buterbaugh has performed leading roles ranging from The Barber of Seville to The Phantom of the
Opera. As a concert artist, he has sung with orchestras throughout the world including the National Symphony,
the Cleveland Orchestra, the San Diego Symphony and the Trieste Symphony in Italy. He just completed prin-
cipal photography on the feature film Crime Partners in which he co-stars.

Dominic Chianese’s Broadway appearances include Requiem for a Heavyweight, Richard III, and The
Water Engine. Films include Unfaithful, Cradle will Rock, All the President’s Men and The Godfather, Part II.
Television credits include Law & Order, The Lost Capone, Another World and Ryan’s Hope. Currently, Chianese
plays Corrado “Uncle Junior” Soprano on The Sopranos, for which he has been nominated for two Emmy
Awards. He also has a new album out called Hits, a compilation of different music styles.

Davis Gaines performed the title role in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s The Phantom of the Opera more than
2,000 times during his run on Broadway and in Los Angeles and San Francisco (Bay Area Critics’ Award for
Best Actor). Other Broadway/National Tours include Whistle Down the Wind, Phantom, Hello Dolly!, Camelot
and The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas. For more information, visit www.davisgaines.com.

Jeanne Lehman’s prolific career embraces theatre, television, concert, cabaret and recordings, and has car-
ried her from Broadway to international stages. Recent roles include “Mother Abbess” in The Sound of Music
(Broadway/National Tour, Stratford Festival of Canada and currently Stage West in Toronto), “Mrs. Potts” in
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast (Los Angeles Company and ABC’s Concert on Ice) and “Mrs. Malloy” in Hello
Dolly! with Carol Channing.



At the Twentieth Birthday Gala, The New York Pops will honor
William F. Baker, Ph.D., President and CEO of Thirteen/WNET,
Hon. Roy M. Goodman, President and CEO of United Nations
Development Corporation and PricewaterhouseCoopers for their

support of The New York Pops and its Summermusic program 
and salute Steinway & Sons on their 150th Anniversary.

Bucky Pizzarelli

Monday Off

Monday Off, vocalists Richard Roland, Amy Cervini, Sarah Solie and Raymond Sage
(left to right), is an exciting new voice in the world of vocal jazz. The group combines
their experience in classical music, musical theatre and jazz to create a harmonic sound
uniquely their own. In 2001, Monday Off recorded their debut CD, Christmas Time is
Here, with legendary jazz guitarist Bucky Pizzarelli. For more information, visit
www.mondayoff.org.

John “Bucky” Pizzarelli has been a fixture in jazz and the studios since the early ‘50s.
He toured and recorded with Vaughan Monroe’s dance band for many years. In 1952 he
joined the staff of NBC and played in the Doc Severinsen Band on The Tonight Show for
many years. He played and toured with Benny Goodman; he also led his own trio and
recorded duos with Zoot Sims, Bud Freeman, Stephane Grappelli and his son John.

To purchase tickets for The New York Pops Twentieth Birthday Gala Concert,
call CarnegieCharge at (212) 247-7800 or visit www.carnegiehall.org. 

For more information on the post-concert dinner dance at the Plaza Hotel, call
(212) 685-1095.

The New York Pops 
Twentieth Birthday Gala
Monday, May 5, 2003 • 7:00PM at Carnegie Hall



Highlights from the
2002-2003 Season 

Charles Prince, Faith Prince and Skitch Henderson post-concert
at the Essex House following her performance on Opening Night
of The New York Pops’ Twentieth Season, October 25, 2002.

P
ho

to
: 

St
ev

e 
J.

 S
he

rm
an

P
ho

to
: 

St
ev

e 
J.

 S
he

rm
an

Guest artists (from left) Jim Pugh, Jason Danieley and Marin Mazzie take a final bow on January 17, 2003.
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Brian Breed leads his Purdue Varsity Glee Club members in Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
at the holiday concert.
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Claiborne Richardson at The New York
Pops’ Opening Night concert on October
25, 2002, where his Suite from the musi-
cal The Grass Harp was premiered.  Mr.
Richardson passed away in January.



Highlights from the
2002-2003 Season 

Soprano Amy Pummill at December’s holiday concert.
Actor Richard Dreyfuss joined us onstage in February to present
Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation Awards to five music teachers.

Violinist Sha brings us the sounds of The Butterfly Lovers
Violin Concerto on Valentine’s Day.
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Bobby Short and Skitch Henderson backstage after a
sold-out holiday concert at Carnegie Hall in December.
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News from the Board Room

The New York Pops is proud to welcome the

sophisticated and luxurious Westin Essex House

hotel to its family of corporate sponsors. The

Essex House, located in a landmark building

overlooking Central Park South, is recognized

as one of the finest hotels in the world.

Thank You To Our
Corporate Sponsors!

Become a New York Pops volunteer!
For more information, contact Anne 

at 212-765-7677 or anne@nypops.org

�

The New York Pops welcomes Dennis M. Nally, Chairman and
Senior Partner of the US Firm of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, and 
a member of the US Board of Partners and Principals and the US 
Management Team, as its newest member of the Board of Directors.

In January, W. P. Carey & Co. announced the
promotion of New York Pops Director
Gordon F. DuGan to the position of co-chief
executive with founder W. Polk Carey. 
Mr. DuGan was previously president of the
company.

New York Pops Director Evan R. Kulman,
Managing Director, New York Region, of
Equity Office Properties Trust, was honored
as the 2002 CPM Humanitarian of the Year on November 13, 2002
by the Greater New York Chapter of the Institute of Real Estate
Management. The award was given in recognition of Mr. Kulman’s
work with both The New York Pops’ Kids in the Balcony education
program and Big Brothers Big Sisters of NYC.

Dennis M. Nally

Evan R. Kulman

Gordon F. DuGan

P
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I
magine commuting 2800 miles each way to and from
work. The New York Pops’ Principal Timpanist,
Norman Freeman, is so dedicated to playing in the
orchestra that he travels from his home in Santa

Barbara, CA to New York City for concerts. 
Until March of 2000, Norm had lived in the tri-state area

all of his life. He grew up in Maplewood, NJ, where he start-
ed playing the drums in the first grade. In high school he
picked up timpani and the vibraphone as well. Around this
time, he first began to perform gigs with a jazz ensemble and
to actively attend symphony concerts, traveling to
Tanglewood or New York City to hear the New York
Philharmonic. He “just loved it” and realized that he “could-
n’t imagine doing anything else.” 

Norm earned both his bachelor’s and master’s degrees at
Juilliard and describes himself as “pretty fortunate” to have
found work as a musician during his schooling and immedi-
ately afterwards. He started out playing on the New York City
freelance music scene
and quickly became
very busy. He has
played for Broadway
shows and touring bal-
let companies, on
Saturday Night Live
and the MTV Music
Video Awards broad-
cast and with artists as
diverse as Lionel
Richie, Barry White,
Rosemary Clooney,
Metallica and Barbara
Streisand. Shortly after
graduating from
Juilliard, Norm began
a 14-year stint with the
New York Philharmonic as an extra percussionist or substitute.
Norm is a three-time Grammy nominee and a Grammy
Award-winning percussionist on the New York Philharmonic
recording of Mahler’s Third Symphony. Twenty years ago,
Norm received a call to play in The New York Pops’ world
premiere concert at Carnegie Hall. He has been with the
orchestra and friends with Skitch Henderson ever since. He
also taught percussion, eventually becoming Percussion
Department Chair at The Mannes College of Music, a divi-
sion of The New School for Social Research in Manhattan.

For most people, this full-time career in music would suf-

fice. However, Norm had more in mind. About 10 years ago,
he made the decision to enter seminary school to become an
Episcopalian minister. Needless to say, this was not a familiar
scenario to many musicians. While on line for dinner during a
6-month tour with Barbara Streisand shortly before entering
seminary, he mentioned his plans to a fellow band member,
who responded, “Can you make much money doing that?”
He also remembers being particularly “struck by Skitch’s sen-
sitivity” in presenting him with a photographic essay book on
Michelangelo’s Pieta upon his graduation from seminary.

For Norm, even during seminary school it was important
to him to stay “connected with the real world” and to “figure
out how to integrate [music and ministry] and blend.” To this
end, he continued playing with The New York Pops, holding
the Percussion Department Chair at The Mannes College of
Music and subbing in Broadway shows. Following his gradua-
tion and ordination in 1997, Norm was assigned to St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Greenwich, CT, where he mixed music

and ministry in his
innovative “Jazz
Vespers” services.
Jazz Vespers are
“simple prayer serv-
ices that integrate
jazz and prayer — it
follows a tradition
that really took hold
in New York City at
St. Peter’s Church.”
Both traditional
hymns or gospels
and jazz classics that
lend themselves
towards the setting
are played. “Jazz is
my chamber music.

It gives me an opportunity to perform in a context that’s dif-
ferent from a concert hall, a little more intimate,” says Norm.
The services were such a success that he continued them after
moving to Santa Barbara with his family in March 2000 to
become Episcopal Chaplain for the University of California at
Santa Barbara and Vicar of The Church of St. Michael and All
Angels in Isla Vista. 

Even when faced with a daunting commute, Norm felt
strongly that he could not give up The New York Pops’ con-
certs in New York. Though he did take a 
1-year leave of absence from the orchestra to settle into his

Pops Profile: The Rev.
Norman Freeman, Timpani
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new job, a “Pops clause” allowing him to return to New York
for New York Pops concerts was always part of his contract
there. He has rich memories of his first concert back with The
New York Pops in July 2001 at the World Trade Center.
Despite “a lot of stuff going on at the beginning of rehearsal,
Skitch found some time, called me over, and wanted to know
how things were going and if I was happy, and expressed how
pleased he was to know I was coming back.”

Norm believes that his experiences with The New York
Pops and Skitch have influenced his ministry as well. “I can’t
help but notice how much of my experience working with
Skitch I bring into the services. Skitch is so warm and engag-
ing with the audience. In how I interact with the people who
gather for the Jazz Vespers, I am influenced by his rapport
with people, even sensitivities around programming and
pieces that I select. I admire, and I’ve heard other members
echo, that Skitch has incredible musical integrity — some-
thing we all hope to bring to our art.”

His students and congregation are so enthusiastic about
his services that they “don’t have enough seating.” Norm
intentionally brings to the church jazz musicians “whom

you’d expect to have to go out to a smoky club to hear,” say-
ing “it breaks down people’s pre-conceptions and misconcep-
tions about what can happen in the church. When I’m
standing up there playing the vibes with my collar on, that
itself breaks down conceptions about what it means to be cler-
gy and opens up relationships with people.” He has brought
his jazz services to other schools and churches, including
Princeton University last fall and says there is “no question”
that he would like to expand further.

When Norm is in New York, he also tries to find time to
teach at Mannes and New York University, and perform with
the Orchestra of St. Luke’s. He admits that “the logistics get a
little complicated,” but states firmly that he budgets his New
York time so that “Pops is my priority.” He says there is
“nothing more exciting musically than stepping on stage and
connecting with those extraordinary musicians and knowing
that something really electrical is shooting off that stage into
the audience and into the hall.” 

Norm maintains a website where you can learn more about his
unique ministry: www.jazzministry.org

Pops Profile: The Rev.
Norman Freeman, Timpani



Martin Ormandy Scholarship
Sends Salute to Music
Students to Music Camp
The most familiar way to Carnegie Hall is through

“practice, practice, practice” and, true to that, each
spring The New York Pops invites twenty top students
from our instrumental program,

Salute to Music, to perform onstage with the
orchestra at the annual birthday gala concert.
This provides incredible incentive for these jun-
ior high school students to practice between les-
sons throughout the school year. Those who are
chosen have earned the opportunity of a life-
time. One young aspiring musician described the
evening as “a great first experience and an
honor.” Another said simply that the concert
was “awesome” and “I hope that I will be able
to play with them again.”

At The New York Pops’ upcoming
Twentieth Birthday Gala Concert, Salute to
Music students will join the orchestra to perform
a medley from Bernstein’s West Side Story. For
three of these students, the experience won’t
end when the curtain goes down that evening.
Thanks to the Martin Ormandy Scholarship
Fund, these students will continue their instru-
mental studies at a two-week, intensive summer
music camp, Hartwick Summer Music Festival in
Oneonta, NY.

The Martin Ormandy Scholarship Fund was established in
1996 by the family of Martin Ormandy, a founding member of
The New York Pops. Mr. Ormandy was a cellist in The New York

Pops from the orchestra’s founding until his death in 1996. In
addition, he had been prominent in the New York City music
scene since his emigration from Budapest as a young man, includ-

ing over 30 years in the New York
Philharmonic, beginning in 1929 at the same
time as legendary conductor Arturo Toscanini.
The fund was created to recognize and nur-
ture talent among young people who would
not otherwise have an opportunity to study
music. 

At Hartwick Summer Music Festival, stu-
dents ages 8-20 are immersed in the world of
music. They attend music classes that include
instrumental lessons, jazz, music theory and
music history, all taught by professional music
educators and performers. All students partici-
pate in at least one performing ensemble.
They also have the opportunity to meet
numerous guest artists throughout the sum-
mer. This summer, Skitch Henderson will be a
guest artist at the camp, teaching students
about his history in music and his experiences
as a conductor. 

Students are chosen for the summer music
camp based upon their performance in the

Salute to Music program throughout the year, recommendations
from their New York Pops teachers as well as their borough-wide
band or orchestra teachers, and their interest and goals in attend-
ing. The winners will be announced on stage at the gala concert.
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Founder and Music Director
Charles Prince
Associate Conductor

Board of Directors
Thomas E. McInerney
Acting Chairman
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John A. Griner III
Treasurer
June Freemanzon Secretary
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Catherine French
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Evan R. Kulman
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James E. Preston
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James M. Johnson
Executive Director
Daniel E. Binderman
Director of Development and
Marketing
Elizabeth F. Gallagher
Education and 
Office Manager
Anne M. Swanson
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Casey L. McClellan
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Dr. Sherrie Maricle
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Administrative Assistant
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The New York Pops
Carnegie Hall
881 Seventh Avenue, Suite 903
New York, NY  10019-3210
Telephone: (212) 765-7677
Fax: (212) 315-3199
E-mail: info@nypops.org
Web:      www.newyorkpops.org

The New York Pops is a non-
profit organization dedicated to
broadening public awareness and
enjoyment of America’s rich
musical heritage through presen-
tation of high-quality concerts
and education programs.

©2003 The New York Pops

The New York Pops Update is
published twice per year. 

Editor: Elizabeth F. Gallagher

THE NEW YORK POPS

Calendar for 2003-2004
Monday, May 5, 2003*
20th Birthday Gala
Concert & Dinner Dance
American Music | 20th
Century
7:00PM Carnegie Hall, Dinner Dance to
follow at the Plaza Hotel Grand Ballroom
For concert tickets only, call Carnegie
Charge at (212) 247-7800.  For benefit-level
tickets, call (212) 685-1095.

Saturday, May 31, 2003*
Carnegie Hall Family
Concert
Phyllis Newman, Narrator
Timothy Andres and Cynthia Tobey,
Duo Piano
Students from The Broadway 
Center for the Arts and Academics, 
Fran Kleinfeld, Artistic Director
2:00PM at Carnegie Hall

Friday, October 24, 2003
Opening Night with 
Larry Gatlin and 
The Gatlin Brothers
Larry Gatlin, Steve Gatlin, 
Rudy Gatlin, Guest Artists
8:00PM at Carnegie Hall

Thursday, December 18, 2003*
Friday, December 19, 2003
A Holiday Celebration:
Tribute to Robert Shaw
Fort Worth-TCU Symphonic Choir,
Ronald Shirey, Director
8:00PM at Carnegie Hall

Friday, January 30, 2004
Swinging with the
Orchestra
Gary Guthman, Trumpet
Sherrie Maricle and the DIVA Jazz
Orchestra, Guest Artists
8:00PM at Carnegie Hall

Friday, March 5, 2004
Stormy Weather: Harold
Arlen’s Cotton Club Years
Lillias White, Guest Artist
8:00PM at Carnegie Hall

Friday, March 26, 2004
Hooray for Hollywood
Monica Mancini, Guest Artist
8:00PM at Carnegie Hall

Friday, April 23, 2004
Jerome Kern: All the
Things You Are
Juilliard Choral Union, 
Judith Clurman, Director
8:00PM at Carnegie Hall

For individual or subscription tickets call CarnegieCharge (212) 247-7800 
unless otherwise noted.  

*Not part of The New York Pops Carnegie Hall
Subscription Series.


