
Join in partnership with the children as we teach them to 

Work ~ Learn  &  Earn 

Low-income working families can find themselves in a 
crisis when a medical need or extra expenses suddenly 
arise.   The Unity Shoppe needs to use its cash donations 
to purchase food and clothing and basic necessities so 
they work with a limited staff of only 17.  

To help us service the more than 23,000 people referred 
annually, over 1,700 children are referred to earn com-
munity service hours.  They are sent by their mothers, 
schools, churches, the probation department and judges.  

We teach customer service skills, inventory control, com-
puter, office and retail skills.  Youth learn how to process, 
barcode and merchandise the inventory, how to help 
adults and other children.  They are encouraged to respect 
the individual needs of our clients, how to operate the 
checkout registers, and often work in the office learning 
computer and clerical skills. 

Children from 4 to 18 learn very
 valuable job skills for future job 
opportunities! 

This program helps children feel more connected to 
people from diverse backgrounds and their community 
as it teaches them respect for others and how to follow 
instructions.  They take pride in doing a good job and 
helping others.  

Children from more secure economic backgrounds realize 
how lucky they are and that many people are struggling. 
People from low-income families are amazed at how kinds 
and generous others are to those in need. Their daily 
frustrations are diminished as they help others who are 
having a difficult time.  It softens everyone and brings us 
all together.

Studies indicate that 25% to 30% of our youth will not 
finish high school or go to college.  Those children need 
a safe environment that can help them discover positive 
and rewarding activities.   We have found our training 
programs to be beneficial to all children including those at 
risk.  Our trainees are given the opportunity to determine 
which jobs interest them so they can do better in learning 
a particular work skill.   This leads to success when they 
become employed.
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Volunteers taught in 2011  ~  1,794          Budget to operate program  $190,000



Volunteers learn how to work                      
together to Collect, Sort, Stock 
        and Distribute Food & Clothing

Children are given a safe place to go 
where they can learn positive life skills.  
This can prevent negative influences and 
unsafe relationships during their free 
time.  They are encouraged in positive ac-
tivities as they help others and find their 
hearts in the loving work they learn to do. 

They see WHAT charitable donations can do.  
They feel proud of their ability to help others! 

Children Intern 
at the Unity Shoppe from across our country and 
Europe!   They have informed us that they have 
nothing  like our services in their communities.

TRUST, CARING AND COMMITMENT            

We work to 
instill in our
volunteers
the spirit 
of working 
together to
serve their community!

What:
Benefits: 

Why:

How:

  Summer Interns 2011
Florida ~ New York ~ New Jersey

   Arnold & Louis from France

17


