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Record Sightings Reignite
Search for Loch Ness Monster 	
  
A record number of sightings of the Loch Ness Monster have been
reported in 2017, according to the BBC. Eight in total add up to the
more "official" reports than in any other year this century. While the
"monster" moniker has stuck, the affectionate nickname Nessie is
known around the world. Perhaps a more accurate term for Nessie is
"prehistoric animal" or "oversized eel” or certainly a legendary creature
that has captured many minds for decades.
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Did You Know ?

We are the leading local provider of
tools and resources for people
planning on adding on to, renovating
or building a home.
We have several consumer guilds to
help you.
One of our recent publications is…
“The 10 Advantages of Design Build”
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In the latest sighting, Dr. Jo Knight from Lancaster University snapped
a photo of a "fin" in the water. Her 9-year-old son had been sitting by
her side, pining for just such an appearance. Like people of all ages
from around the world, this little boy has been entranced by the
mythical beast all his life. He’s just as amazed by the possibility of
yetis; his mother realized Nessie could be more plausible (and local),
though Dr. Knight admits what they saw was probably not Nessie after
all. "There aren't enough fish available for a large creature to be
eating," she told the BBC and Newsbeat.
While her practical perspective may be accurate, the fact that her story
made the news proves Nessie’s appeal. The widely viewed original
1934 "photo" ended up being a hoax, promoted by the photographers
who staged it. And the legend dates back even further. The first
recorded sighting was in 565 AD, when, legend tells, the creature ate a
local farmer, according to Visit Inverness Loch Ness Ltd. Quite a few
Scots connect the dots to ancient Scottish myths about shape-shifting
continued on page three
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Archi-fact:
Many people attend architectural
school and decide to move on to other
careers.

Born Lisa Halaby of Washington,
D.C., Jordan's Queen Consort
and widow to former King
Hussein studied architecture and
urban planning at Princeton
University. Entering university in
1969,she belonged to
Princeton's first co-ed class.
Upon graduation she traveled
Australia to pursue her career.

Design \di-‘zine\vb: to conceive and plan out in the mind. Origin:1650-1400 Middle English designen, Latin designare to mark out
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Iconic Building Of The Month
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Castelvecchio Museum in Verona, Italy was
renovated by.architect Carlo Scarpa from the late
1950s through the early 1970s. Castelvecchio means
"old castle" in Italian, but it is so much more. The
museum has been used in various ways: first as a
medieval castle, then as a military post Ö and now
it’s a renowned museum and tourist attraction.
Cangrande II della Scala, Lord of Verona,
constructed Castelvecchio in 1354 to protect citizens.
The history is evident in the design: Red brick walls
and arches slope down toward the River Adige’s left
bank, which served as an escape to the northern
countryside if needed. Decades later, when Scarpa
restored the castle, his design stayed true to its
history. Working with museum director Licisco
Magagnato, he built up the structure into 29 rooms of
artwork. The architect’s designs unite concrete and
masonry, as well as modern steel with the original
brick.
The traditional courtyard of this archetypal
rectangular castle is a private
space. It offers
another example of connecting the old with the new.
An old equestrian statue is juxtaposed with a
modern walkway. A collection of sculptures, statues,
ceramics, paintings and ancient weapons is placed in
relation to how the sunlight enters through loopholes	
  
and the roof. The city’s tourism site calls it "the great
and most spectacular medieval edifice in Verona."	
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Archi-Quote
Carlo Scarpa the architect who oversaw the
renovation of this month’s ionic building In the
late ’40s Scarpa, who was teaching at the
Faculty of Architecture in Venice in the late
1040’s and at a conference on architectural
education of the time commented on the new
Principal of the school Mr. Samona's hirings …
“For the perfect school one would need Wright
for design, Le Corbusier for town-planning, Aalto
for interior design, Mies for construction and
materials and, of course, Samona for principal.”
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continued from page one

water spirits called Kelpies and the water horse, or
"Each Uisge." Both legend and history shape the
landscape. The ruins of Urquhart Castle (pictured
above) lie beside Loch Ness, a reminder to tourists and
locals alike of the country’s violent past. Nessie has
lingered among revolts against the monarchy in the
1200s, which lost the castle to the English and the
coronation of Robert the Bruce as King in 1306 which
resulted in Scotland regaining ownership of the castle
only to fall again to the Clan MacDonald. By the 1600s,
Urquhart Castle was left abandoned, perhaps with the
Loch Ness Monster as its only regular visitor.
On May 2, 1933, the Inverness Courier ran its first story
about a "monster" sighting at Loch Ness. The couple
interviewed insisted they saw an enormous animal
rolling and plunging on the surface, according to

Archi-Speak
Can you find these parts of a of a castle?
Arch
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Dungeon
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History.com. A chaotic excitement engulfed the
story, as a circus offered 20,000 pound sterling
(about $10 million today) for the beast’s capture
And curiosity has only grown for the legend of
Nessie. In the 1960s, British universities led sonar
expeditions in the loch. No conclusive evidence, but
that didn’t stop the research. In 1975, sonar and
underwater photography revealed an enormous
aquatic flipper. In 2016, they found what they
thought was a massive piece of evidence at the
bottom of the loch, 12 foot long model of the
Monster, which was built in 1969 for a Sherlock
Holmes movie. Expeditions continue, as amateur
investigators and curious tourists hope for another
sighting. Lack of proof does not dampen the legend
of the Loch Ness Monster. Could Nessie be a
prehistoric animal? Seismic activity? A clever	
  
lighting trick? These evocative questions tickle the	
  
imaginations of many with the power of a good
story. 	
  

Ask M
In the James Bond books and movies the character “M” heads the Secret
British Intelligence Service known as MI 6, of which James Bond is Agent
007. When contemplating adding on to your home or building, renovating or
building a new home or building you should have someone like “M” on your
side. Each month the “Ask M” column will answer a reader’s question to
place more information at your finger tips. This month’s question is…

We have been hearing this term “Net Zero” in relation to new
homes. What does this mean?
Sandy F.
Sandy
A “Net Zero” home usually refers to a home designed to
produce more electricity than it uses. It can also refer to
a home designed to use less water than what falls on the
building. We believe this is the way of a sustainable
future for the planet and a more economical way for
people to live. NO water bills and NO electric bills. That
will make life easier for everyone.
Email your questions to info@designMgroup.com ,and in the
subject line type in “Ask M”. We look forward to hearing from
you and hope we can answer the questions to everyone’s
satisfaction.
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Want to speak
with the

About
Marcus Marino, RA, AIA, NCARB
President

Architect
Do you have questions but do not know where to
start?
Do you know the legal consequences of starting a
project without approvals?
Are you sure you have completed all of the
research necessary so as not to waste your money
and time during construction?
Are what you think are your NEEDS and OPTIONS
truly the best for you and your future?
Does the contractor really have YOUR best interest
in mind when suggesting solutions?
Answering these questions and more are the
reason for enlisting a Needs and Options Review.
We can help you on your way to a successful
project with less hassles and problems.

Visit: www.designMgroup.com

Our core beliefs are …
Architects have a responsibility to our clients,
community and the environment.
Architects should help provide information to
our fellow world citizens about their homes,
offices and the built environment in general.
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Marcus Marino, RA, AIA, NCARB is a leading architect in
New York City. He received a Bachelors of Architecture
from the prestigious Pratt Institute and a Masters in the
Science of Architecture and Urban Design from Columbia
University Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and
Preservation. He received his license to practice
architecture in New York State in 1981 and is licensed in
a number of other States. Marcus Marino has served on
numerous Governmental Panels and serves as an expert
consultant to other architectural firms and legal firms. He
is the former Vice President of Public Advocacy of the
New York State American Institute of Architects.

Your Home should move you emotionally like
your favorite song does.
Let Us Help You Build the Home You Knew Was
Always There For You.
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