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August 2011 Edition of ALSA E-News 

 

Member Handbook  

The Association is launching our Members Handbook that will be 

released in January, 2012 and distributed by mail to all members in 

good standing with the association. We are seeking input from you 

on the contents of the handbook. Take a moment to send us your 

feedback on things that you would like to see readily available at 

your fingertips; things like AGLC phone numbers, Industry contacts, 

our ALSA partner contact info, maybe tips on safety etc. The sky is 

the limit! Tell us what you want to see available in the handbook 

that would help you with your business. Kindly send your comments 

to info@alsaweb.ca or call 780-415-5176. 

 

Web Site  

The new site will be up in the next month or so and it will have a 

number of valuable features to assist you in: 

 staying current with the activities of the Association, 

 finding out the latest industry news and announcements 

from the AGLC, 

 accessing our group-buy program providers, 

 obtaining useful product information and education, 

 

 

 

Facebook (coming soon)   

 

Twitter (coming soon)   

 

Forward to a Friend  

 

 
Upcoming Events 
October 22, 2011 

2011 ALSA AGM 

Location- The Westin 

Edmonton-10135-100St. NW 

October 14-15, 2011 

Rocky Mountain Wine and 

Food Festival - Calgary  

October 21-22, 2011 

Rocky Mountain Wine and 

Food Festival - Edmonton 
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 providing input to your Board of Directors, 

 renewing your membership on-line, 

 profiling your store by posting pictures, store hours, 

payment options, Twitter and Facebook accounts, and 

website address.  

2011 ALSA Retailer of the Year 

Awards! 

The 2011 “Retailer of the Year Awards” will be handed out at our 

Awards Luncheon, at The Westin Edmonton on October 22, 2011 

in conjunction with our AGM. Award nomination packages to 

nominate your store are available now by contacting the office or by 

e-mailing us at info@alsaweb.ca  . Nominations will be accepted 

until September 9, 2011. In addition to the retailer of the year 

awards and supplier of the year there will be two new awards. The 

Education Award and the Lynn Prefontaine Memorial Chairperson’s 

Award. Contact the office today and request your nomination 

package! Contact Ellie Sasseville through the main office line at 

780-415-5176, or by email at EllieS@alsaweb.ca. 

 

Member Store Special 

Events/Visits! 

We are happy to report that as we are starting to see growth in the 

organization and we are confident that the growth in ALSA’s 

membership is a demonstration of the strength in the industry and 

the need for a strong voice for Alberta liquor retailers. ALSA is your 

organization and we are committed to meeting the needs of our 

members and ensuring the Alberta Model is protected and will 

continue to be sustainable and profitable for all in the industry. Our 

goal is to stay connected to our members and we do this through a 

variety of means, newsletters, emails, social events, and by 

contact. ALSA is encouraging all our members to let the office know 

if your store is hosting a special event.  We would be happy to 

attend and support it through promoting it on our website or provide 

you with promotional items. In addition our administration has set a 

mandate to get out and visit as members as we can during 2011 

and 2012 and we started with visits in Calgary July 11
th
 and 12

th
, a 

special thank you to those members who took the time to show off 

 

ALSA Sponsors 
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their retail stores and share some of their concerns.  If you have 

would like to have an ALSA representative please email us at 

info@alsaweb.ca with your information.  

 

 

New ALSA Quarterly Industry 

Newsletter (First Edition in September 2011!) 

 

In addition to this electronic E-News email, ALSA will produce an 

industry newsletter that will be mailed quarterly.   The newsletter 

will provide more in-depth information about the state of the 

industry, the advocacy work of the Association, key industry trends, 

partner and group-buy information, product and educational articles 

by ALSA's Wine and Spirit Educator, Heather Kingston and Board 

Member and resident beer expert, Jim Pettinger.   

2012 Industry Conference! 

Yes, ALSA as heard your requests for us to return to hosting events 

that bring the industry partners, leaders and retailers together. We 

are in the planning stages of our first industry conference to be held 

in the spring of 2012. The website will have updates and 

registration information starting in September, so visit our site often 

for all the conference updates, or watch our Newsletter! 

2011 AGM – In the Fall 

Planning is well underway for ALSA’s 2011 AGM.  Mark your 

calendars, -October 22, 2011, at The Westin Edmonton. You will 

be receiving a registration package shortly in the mail which will 

include proxy voting cards in the event that you cannot attend. 

Proxy voting will allow you to designate your vote to another 

representative. For more information please contact the office by 

email at info@alsaweb.ca or call 780-415-5176 (Toll free 1-888-

233-3370), or fax 780-485-5182.  

 

AGM Nominations 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
   

 

 

 

ALSA Group-Buy 

Partners 
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Our bylaws require that members of the Association elect its Board 

of Directors at the AGM.  Nominations are being accepted for 

interested candidates willing to put forward their name for election 

as: 

 Chair (one year term), 

 Vice-Chair (one year term), 

 Treasurer (one year term), 

 Secretary (one year term), and 

 Two (2) Directors (two year term). 

Your membership dues are an investment in the industry and your 

business.  Get involved and directly impact the future of Alberta’s 

retail liquor system and the long-term sustainability of your 

business.  All association members will receive a nomination 

package in the mail shortly.  For further information or to receive 

your package by e-mail please email us at info@alsaweb.ca or call 

780-415-5176 (Toll free 1-888-233-3370), or fax 780-485-

5182.nominations will be accepted until September 23, 2011. 

 

Committee Volunteers Needed!   

All ALSA members can volunteer to sit on 

the committees.  Each will meet approximately (4) four times per 

year or as required.  Members that reside outside of Edmonton will 

be reimbursed for their travel and out-of-pocket expenses.  

There are opportunities all the following committees; 

 Membership and Group-Buy Committee  

 Stakeholder Strategy Committee  

 Finance and Audit Committee 

 

If interested please email us at info@alsaweb.ca or call 780-415-

5176 (Toll free 1-888-233-3370), or fax 780-485-5182. 

GEORGE T. STAGG NAMED 
TOP SPIRIT IN THE WORLD 
2011 
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Source: Buffalo Trace Distillery (July19) 

George T. Stagg, the iconic uncut, unfiltered bourbon released 
annually from Buffalo Trace Distillery, has been named the number 
one spirit in the world, knocking off the perennial favorite Highland 
Park 18 Scotch Whisky for the first time since 2005. The list, 
compiled annually by noted sprits reviewer F. Paul Pacult, was 
released in his June 2011 issue of The Spirit Journal. The George 
T. Stagg is also the first American Whiskey to ever be named 
number one in The Spirit Journal's 13 years of tabulating. 

Notes Pacult, "This version (2010) of the GT Stagg is the latest 
layer in an incredible body of work performed by Buffalo Trace 
Master Distiller Harlen Wheatley that deserves to be recognized as 
genuinely great."  

The George T. Stagg Bourbon Whiskey is part of the Antique 
Collection that is released each fall from Buffalo Trace Distillery. 
Long considered the frontrunner of the Collection, the Stagg has 
collected numerous awards over the years, including the 2011 
Ultimate Spirits Competition Chairman's Trophy Winner; 2011 
Double Gold Winner, Best Bourbon, San Francisco World Spirits 
Competition; the 2010 American Whiskey of the Year from Jim 
Murray's 2010 Whiskey Bible; 2009 Bourbon of the Year and Best 
Bourbon Aged 13-17 Years from Jim Murray's 2009 Whiskey Bible; 
and the Best in Class in the 2009 New York Spirits Awards, among 
others.  

"This is such an honor," notes Harlen Wheatley, master distiller at 
Buffalo Trace Distillery. "To be the top spirit, not just the top 
whiskey, but top spirit, in the world, and then to find out it's the first 
American Whiskey to hold that distinction is quite a privilege - 
especially coming from someone as well respected in the industry 
as Paul."  

Adds Pacult in his review, "This is more of a clarion call that 
American whiskey distillers run with the best of Scotland and 
Ireland and, in some cases, like GT Stagg, eclipse them."  

The 2011 version of the George T. Stagg will be released later this 
fall with the Antique Collection. Suggested retail pricing of the 
Stagg is $69.99.  

 

 

Tell Us What You Think and 

You could win your 2012 

Membership in ALSA! 

 

Have your say. We want to hear from you. Please let us know if you 

have a story idea, or just tell us what you think of the newsletter. It 

is important that we hear from you. All persons who respond with 

feedback on the E-Newsletter will have their name entered to WIN 

their membership for 2012 in ALSA!! The winner will be announce 

 

 

 

  



in the September issue of ALSA’s E-Newsletter 

Contact us at info@alsaweb.ca or call 780-415-5176 (Toll free 1-

888-233-3370), or fax 780-485-5182.  

(single store membership only ,value of prize $315.00) 
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