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September 2011 Edition of ALSA E-News 

 

Updates!   

Wow, here we are entering the Fall already. At ALSA the fall represents our busy season with many 

projects on the go like the AGM in October, The Annual Awards Luncheon and then in November we 

have invited The Minister to address our industry at a luncheon. Then just to keep our momentum, in 

early December 2011 we will hold our ALSA open house to show off our new office, we will invite 

agents and our group buy partners to update us in a social setting and ensure that we are all 

maximizing on the many benefits of ALSA „s membership. ALSA said goodbye to Peter Thomas over 

the summer, Peter has moved on to pursue other opportunities; we thank him for his 11 months of 

service to ALSA and wish him all the best.  

 

Starting in October 2011 the newsletter will feature a classified section. Members will have the 

opportunity to post items for sale like fixtures, accessories and even buildings and stores! We will 

accept items for sale for the classified section via e-mail at ellies@alsaweb.ca  , while there will be no 

cost to members for this service we will have limited space and it will be on a first come first serve 

basis.  

IVSA upcoming Product Salons!  
Sept. 14th - Edmonton Salon - Sutton Place Hotel, Edmonton Guests 1 - 4 p.m.  

Sept. 15th - Calgary Salon - Hotel Arts, Calgary Guests 1 - 4 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

Facebook log on and Like our 

page!   

 

Twitter (coming soon)   

 

Forward to a Friend  

 

 
Upcoming Events 
October 22, 2011 

2011 ALSA AGM 

Location- The Westin Edmonton-

10135-100St. NW 

October 14-15, 2011 

Rocky Mountain Wine and Food 

Festival- Calgary                          

October 21-22, 2011 

Rocky Mountain Wine and Food 

Festival – Edmonton 
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Web Site  

The new site is READY! It has a number of valuable features to assist you in your business, take 

advantage and log on today! Click on the link and check it out at www.alsaweb.ca  

 Events section has all the happenings of the Association, 

 finding out the latest industry news and announcements from the AGLC, 

 group-buy program providers, contact information, 

 providing input to your Board of Directors, 

 renew your  2012 membership on-line starting NOVEMBER 2011! 

 profiling your store by posting pictures, store hours, payment options, Twitter and Facebook 

accounts, and website address.  

Beer Blog , by Jim Pettinger,Sherbrooke Liquor  

Your cooler may well be the hot spot in your store! 
 
Alberta currently has around 900 different brands of beer available, compared to roughly 700 or so in 
Ontario. Note that‟s “Brands” and not package sizes. (For example, Heineken gets counted once, not 8 
times.)  
 
This IS the Alberta Advantage. 
 
This volume of product is available because the consumer in Alberta demands it. Are you listening to 
them? Take a look in your cooler. What do you carry? Don‟t hear this as a suggestion to completely re-
stock your cooler and experience overnight growth, but rather to begin stocking your cooler as you 
would your wine shelves. Improve your selection. Make thoughtful additions. Nurture the section. Look 
at what‟s available, and talk to the reps. More importantly, talk to your customers. It isn‟t hard to build a 
better beer section if you ask for recommendations. If you have a customer who wants to buy Aprikat 
from you, bring it in. Chances are someone else will buy it too. Now look for the next addition! 
 
One quick note: Beer is low margin, and high turn around. You‟re not going to make as much on beer 
as you would wine, but you‟ll see those customers a lot more often. What else can you do with a loyal, 
regular clientele? The customer who drinks better beer is interested in the other areas of your store. 
Think about that. 
 
Each month, we‟ll take a quick look at a segment of the beer market. For now, why not start at home? 
You‟re an independent, local business. You should be supporting other independent local businesses, 
and there‟s no better place to start than with the Alberta Micro-breweries 
 
Alley Kat, Amber‟s, Big Rock, Grizzly Paw & Wildrose all have their products in CLS. At the very least, 
carry one of their products. Make sure your customers know that they‟re local. Contact the brewery and 
see if it‟s possible to get them to do an in-store tasting. Build from there. I cannot stress enough the 
need to support the local economy, and this is where you can start. There are precious few Alberta 
Producers in the Liquor Industry. It‟s not hard to support them all, and frankly, it‟s good business in the 
long term. Check out my monthly blog that will be available with Beer tips and information on our ALSA 
web site monthly, simple click on the web site and see updates and valuable beer business information 
at www.alseweb.ca  

 

 

ALSA SPONSORS 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 Advertise here! Contact the office 

for more info at 780-485-5126 
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Our Members in the News!  

Our goal is to stay connected to our members and we do this through a variety of means, newsletters, 

emails, social events, and site visits.  

       

ALSA is extending congratulations to The Onoway Liquor Store on their grand opening this past August 

with a brand new store. ALSA staff was invited to participate in the open house activities and enjoyed a 

barbeque and were treated to a store tour! Onoway Liquor has been a member of ALSA since our 

inception in 1994!  If you‟re doing something exciting in your store and would like to extend an invitation 

to ALSA contact us through email at info@alsaweb.ca  

 ALSA is your organization and we are committed to meeting the needs of our members and appreciate 

your efforts to invite us out or share your thoughts or concerns. Our goal is to visit and know all our 

members! 

Molson Coors -Brewing great Moments for 225 Years 

On Wednesday, September 28, 2011 the Edmonton Chamber of Commerce will play host to Andrew 
Molson, Chairman of Molson Brewing Company. The luncheon will be held at the Fantasyland Hotel 
from 11:30 a.m. -1:30p.m.  for more info or to register contact the Edmonton Chamber at 780- 426-
4620 or email events@edmontonchamber.com  

 

With the belief that “an honest brew makes its own friends” John Molson brewed his first barrel of ale in 
Montreal in 1786. Seven generations later, Molson is an iconic Canadian brand at the forefront of 
brewing innovation, making good on John Molson‟s original declaration. Today, Molson Coors Brewing 
Company employs 14,500 people in over 30 countries with a diverse portfolio of more than 65 brands of 
beer. 

 
What enabled the company to thrive and grow into a leading global brewer? When most family 
companies don't survive past the third generation, how has the Molson family remained involved in the 
business for seven generations? And how does Canada's second oldest company envision the future? 
 
Chairman of Molson Coors Brewing Company and a seventh-generation Molson, Andrew Molson 
relates the fascinating saga of one of Canada's most storied companies and shares his family's 
entrepreneurship principles on which the brewer's success was built. 

2011 AGM – Official Notice, and Nominations 

Planning is well underway for ALSA‟s 2011 AGM.  Mark your calendars, -October 22, 2011, at The 

Westin Edmonton. You should have received a registration package in the mail which included proxy 

voting cards in the event that you cannot attend. Proxy voting will allow you to designate your vote to 

another representative. For more information or if you did not receive your package please contact the 
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office by email info@alsaweb.ca or call 780-415-5176 (Toll free 1-888-233-3370), or fax 780-485-5182. 

Our bylaws require that members of the Association elect its Board of Directors at the 

AGM.  Nominations are being accepted for interested candidates willing to put forward their name for 

election as: 

 Chair (one year term), 

 Vice-Chair (one year term), 

 Treasurer (one year term), 

 Secretary (one year term), and 

 Two (2) Directors (two year term). 

Your membership dues are an investment in the industry and your business.  Get involved and directly 

impact the future of Alberta‟s retail liquor system and the long-term sustainability of your business. All 

association members should have received a nomination package in the mail.  For further information 

or if you did not receive your package please email us at info@alsaweb.ca or call 780-415-5176 (Toll 

free.  

 Award Nomination Deadline extended to September 16, 2011! 

The 2011 “Retailer of the Year Awards” will be handed out at our Awards Luncheon, at The Westin 

Edmonton on October 22, 2011 in conjunction with our AGM. Award nomination packages to nominate 

your store are available now by contacting the office or by e-mailing us at info@alsaweb.ca  

Nominations will be accepted until September 16, 2011. In addition to the retailer of the year awards 

and supplier of the year there will be two new awards. The Education Award and the Lynn Prefontaine 

Memorial Chairperson‟s Award. Contact the office today and request your nomination package! Contact 

Ellie Sasseville through the main office line at 780-415-5176, or by email  ellies@alsaweb.ca 

Nominations will be accepted until September 16, 2011. 

Committee Volunteers Needed!   

All ALSA members can volunteer to sit on the committees.  Each will meet approximately (4) four times 

per year or as required.  Members that reside outside of Edmonton will be reimbursed for their travel 

and out-of-pocket expenses. 

Volunteer for any of these Committees; 

 Membership and Group-Buy Committee  

 Stakeholder Strategy Committee  

 Finance and Audit Committee 

If interested please email us at info@alsaweb.ca  or call 780-415-5176 (Toll free 1-888-233-3370) 

ALSA GROUP-BUY 

PARTNERS 
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 Membership in ALSA! 

Thank you to all persons who responded with feedback on the E-Newsletter. We received a lot of 

response with great feedback and ideas for items to include. Those who responded had their names 

entered into a draw and the Lucky Winner of the Complimentary 2012 Membership was Souvenir 

Spirits, who will now receive a complimentary Associate Membership for 2012!  

Alberta Distracted Driving Legislation 

On September 1, 2011, Alberta's Distracted Driving Legislation, the most comprehensive distracted 

driving legislation in Canada, came into force. We all have a role to play in traffic safety and ALSA is 

encouraging all Albertans to practice safer driving habits every day. For more information on the new 

legislation visit On September 1, 2011, Alberta's Distracted Driving Legislation, the most 

comprehensive distracted driving legislation in Canada, came into force. We all have a role to play in 

traffic safety and I encourage all Albertans to practice safer driving habits every day. 

http://www.transportation.alberta.ca/distracteddriving.htm 

 

 ALSA has two complimentary tickets to Vodkafest this Friday, September 9, 2011. If you are 

interested in these tickets contact Robynn at the office. The tickets will be awarded on a first 

come first serve basis. These tickets were supplied to ALSA courtesy of Souvenir Vodka! 

 

  

                             

 

  

 

 

  

   

For more information and rates on advertising opportunities please contact the 

ALSA office at 780-485-5126 or email Ellie Sasseville at ellies@alsaweb.ca  
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