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Holy Mary Mother Mild,
Bless us with Your Holy Child

Solemn Profession of Vows 
of Friar John Mary Risse

   Friar John Mary Risse of the Sacred Wounds 
of Christ made his solemn profession of vows on 
September 8th, the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, at Our Lady’s Chapel in New Bedford, MA.
His vows were received by Fr. Peter Mary Felhner,  
during the noon Mass, which was attended by mem-
bers of the community as well as family and friends.
   One of fi ve children, Friar John  lived in Orlando, Flor-
ida for most of his childhood until  he completed col-
lege. Graduating with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering 
from Florida State University, he ended up  with a job 
in Athens, Georgia as a project engineer with a machine 
manufacturing company that supplied bakeries with 
equipment for packaging their snack food products.
   After eight years at this company, believing himself 
led by the Holy Spirit, Friar John made plans to change 

jobs and to move to 
Chicago, doing  near-
ly the same work for 
a similar company in 
order to live his Cath-
olic faith more fully.
   Within a  short 
time after this move, 
Friar John discerned  
he had a religious 
vocation and was 
guided by Our Lady, 
with the help of his 
spiritual director 
and another priest,  
to the Franciscans 

of the Immaculate.
Friar  John  refl ected that it was the page on the 
Religious Life of the Friar’s internet website 
(www.marymediatrix.com), that told him im-
mediately that he was being called to  the F. I.    
   Friar John began his religious vocation with the friars 
as an aspirant in Maine, NY on September 8th, 2001. 

His novitiate began on September 7th, 2002 in 
Griswold, CT, with his fi rst profession on Septem-
ber 8th, 2003 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Friary.
   Among those who traveled to see Friar 
John’s profession were his mother, Rosemary 
Risse, his order brother and sister in law, who 
traveled from Athens, Georgia. Other rela-
tives included his sisters and Godmother, 
who traveled from NY, as well as other fam-
ily members from Pennsylvania and Florida.   
   Friar John is presently assigned to  the Marian 
Friary of Our Lady, Queen of the Seraphic Order, 
in New Bedford, MA., assisting in the publish-
ing of books for the Academy of the Immaculate. 
   May Our Lady, Queen of the Seraphic Or-
der,  grant  Friar John abundant grace in 
his religious profession and guide many 
more vocations to  consecrate themselves  
to God  as religious with the Marian Vow.
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Merry Christmas!

Friar John with relatives.

Friar John signs the record 
of his vows on the altar.

Litany of the Saints 
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                      ach year, on the second last weekend of
September, the feast of Our Lady of Good 
Voyage is celebrated at our Friary Church 
of Our Lady Queen of the Seraphic 
Order, known as “Our Lady’s Chapel”, in 
downtown New Bedford, Massachusetts.  
   Th is feast honors Our Lady as the 
patroness of fi shermen and all mariners, 
and indeed, of all Christians who are on 
pilgrimage through this life to heaven.  
Th e feast commemorates the apparition of 
Our Lady to three fi shermen, all of whose 
names were “John”, off  the coast of Cuba in the 
year 1600.  In danger of shipwreck during a 
sudden, violent storm, they called upon Our 
Lady to save them.  Suddenly, through Our 
Lady’s intercession, the storm died down, 
the sun began to shine, and the sea became 
perfectly tranquil.  While rowing to shore, the 
three spied a luminous object following them, 
and upon rowing towards it, discovered a 
small image of Our Lady as She had appeared 
to help  them.  Th is image is now venerated in 
Cuba as the Virgin of Charity of Cobre, and has 
been declared the patroness of that country.  
A replica of this miraculously-appearing 
image has been venerated in our friary church 
in New Bedford since its re-opening in 1992, 
and is the focal point of this annual feast.
   During times of economic decline and 
hardship, especially aff ecting the fi shermen 
and their families, we look upon this feast as 
an opportunity to implore the intercession 
of Our Lady, the Mother of God, on their 
behalf.  We also pray, during the feast, for 
the spiritual and temporal well-being of all 
who make their living on the sea, for the 
safety of all those presently at sea, and for the 
repose of the souls of all deceased mariners.  

   While we should make use of human 
agencies and advocacies to help in all our 
various needs in life, we should turn to God 
and His Holy Mother as our fi rst refuge 
in times of tribulation, for it is God “from 
whom all good things come” through Mary.
Above all, we should “set our hearts on 
things above, rather than on things below”, 
seeking to fi nd our treasure in heaven and 
not on earth.  For we were not created for 
earthly happiness, but to be happy with God 
for ever in heaven.  And the Blessed Virgin 
Mary has been given to us as our model of 
faith and star of hope in this, our earthly 
voyage, to the shores of Paradise.  Never 
has it been heard that anyone who turned 
to Her for help in any necessity was left 
unaided, as Saint Bernard so well reminds 
us in his famous prayer, the Memorare. 

   O Immaculate Virgin Queen, Mother of 
God and my Mother, blessed Mother of holy 
hope, glorious Lady of Good Voyage!  From 
the sublime heights of Your dignity turn 
Your merciful eyes upon me, Your poor and 
unworthy child, while I, full of confi dence in 
Your goodness, and fully conscious of Your 
power, beg of You to come to my aid, as I 
pursue my way of life, so full of dangers for 
my soul.  And that I may never become the 
slave of the devil of sin, but may live always 
pure and humble of heart, I entrust myself 
entirely to You.  I consecrate my heart to 
You forever, desirous only of loving Your 
Divine Son, Jesus.  I love You, most dear 
Lady, and for the love I bear You, I promise 
to serve You willingly forever, and to do 
what I can to make You loved by others also.  
   O Mary, Mother of mercy, Star of the Sea!  
No one who is devoted to You is ever lost.  May 
I then be saved.  I place in You all my hopes 
for salvation;  accept me as Your servant, 
and shelter me under Your mantle from all 
the storms of life.  I pray You to deliver me 
form all temptations, or at least get me the 

strength to overcome them until death, 
and to assist me always, but most of at 
the last moment of my life.  Forsake me 
not then, lest I suff er shipwreck, blessed 
Mother and Lady of Good Voyage, 
until You see me safe into the harbor 
of heaven, there to bless and sing Your 
mercies throughout all eternity.  Amen. 

   Lord God, You have given the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to your pilgrim Church as 
Our Lady of Good Voyage, a beacon of 
unfailing hope.  In Your goodness, grant 
that those who are burdened by life’s cares 
may fi nd in Her consolation and strength, 
and those who despair of salvation may 
fi nd their hearts warmed and uplifted 
as they turn to Her in their need.  May 
She protect in a special way all who make 
their living here on the sea.  In Your 
mercy, grant that, through Her maternal 
mediation, we may always live in this 
world with our hearts fi xed on heaven, and 
merit to enter safe at last into its peaceful 
harbor, through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

CONSECRATION TO OUR 
LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE

�

Upper Left: Image of Our Lady 
of Good Voyage venerated at Our 
Lady’s Chapel, New Bedford, MA.



       r. Francis Mary Kalvelage, FI          
   was born in Portland, 

Oregon in 1923, the young-
est in a family of fi ve brothers. 
While he was still young the fam-
ily moved to San Francisco and 
it was here that he was raised. 

During the period of 
World War II, Br. Francis served 
his country in the United States 
Air Force as a naval aviator. It was 
in this period of his life that Our 
Lord was preparing him to engage 
in a diff erent type of service. 
One day Brother attempted to 
perform a ‘loopty loop’ in his 
aircraft which basically amounts 
to turning his plane completely 
upside down. Th e attempt failed 
but even in this situation Our 
Lord was at work. Instead of the 
plane being successfully turned 
upside down, Br. Francis’s life was 
turned upside down. In fact it led 
to him fi nding his life turned the 
right way up. Brother underwent 
a conversion experience.
 After living briefl y as an 
observer with the Trappist Monks 
at ‘Gethsemane Abbey’ in Kentucky, 
Br. Francis entered the Conventuals 
as a lay brother at Marytown. He 
was 28 and Marytown, founded by 
Fr. Dominic Domanski, was only 
two years old at the time. It was there 
that he discovered Our Lady and 
that great saint of the Immaculate-
St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe. 

For the next 45 years he 
became an ardent apostle of them 
both. Although Br. Francis himself 
admitted that he wasn’t much of a 
student, he nevertheless acquired 
many talents and skills while 
working for Our Lady. His activity 
was prodigious. Becoming the editor 
of ‘Immaculata’ magazine he learned 
the many skills involved in the 

Marian Shrines of Italy
Marian Shrines of France
St. Th erese: Doctor of the Little Way
Kolbe – Saint of the Immaculata
Padre Pio – Th e Wonder Worker
   Br. Francis was still working on a last 
un-published book that was to be entitled 
Marian Shrines of Portugal, when at the 
age of 79 on Christmas day 2002, he 
suff ered a stoke resulting in the paralysis 
of his left side. Requiring full-time care he 
is now residing at Sacred Heart Nursing 
Home not too far from Our Lady’s Chapel 
where the friars are stationed. Br. is now 
working for the Immaculate in a diff erent 
way through the off ering of his suff erings 
to the Immaculate. An episode related 
in Kolbe – Saint of the Immaculata, one 
of the books edited by Br Francis, aptly 
sums up the important work he is now 
doing. One time a distinguished visitor 
was given a tour of Niepokalanow by 
St Maximilian. Th e saint said, “Now 
let us go to the department where work 
is most intense and valuable.” Th e 
visitor was surprised to see that they 
entered the hospital. St Maximilian 
explained, “Th ese sick brothers, forced 
into inactivity, are the most useful to us 
since with their suff erings, they draw 
down on us the choicest blessings of God 
on Niepokalanow and the apostolate.”

During one of the friars’ regular 
visits to Br Francis he was asked if he 
had a message to relate to the friars. 
His reply was simple and direct: “Tell 
the friars to be holy”. Th is exhortation 
was passed on to the friars after their 
night prayer giving us all something to 
meditate upon at the closing of the day. 

On a similar occasion Brother 
was asked what he would request from 
the Immaculate if she were to appear 
to him and tell him that he could ask 
for one thing from Her. He replied 
that he would ask the Immaculate 
to make him holy as She is holy.

We invite all our readers to 
pray for Br Francis and at the same 
time to take to heart his own desire 
for becoming holy like Our Lady.

A Son of St. Francis, A Knight of the Immaculate

production of a magazine at a time when 
the modern benefi ts of technology were 
non-existent. He cultivated talents as an 
artist, photographer, photo-developer 
as well as doing all the necessary lay-out 
work and meeting various deadlines.

Apart from his intense activities 
in the publishing apostolate, Br. Francis 
also led numerous pilgrimages all over 
the world, particularly to Marian shrines.

In 1974 he founded the YMI: 
‘Youth Mission for the Immaculata’, a 
movement which concentrates on the 
formation of youth according to the ideals 
and spirit of St. Maximilian as well as the 
sharing of various apostolic activities. 
Under his direction the YMI successfully 
spread all over the country, and it is chiefl y 
through the YMI that Br. Francis has 
become so well-known by so many people.
In September of 1995 Br. Francis began 
living with the Franciscan Friars of the 
Immaculate and eventually made his 
solemn profession three years later on 
the feast of St. Th erese of the Child Jesus. 
As a member of our community, Brother 
continued as a tireless worker for the 
Immaculate edifying all in the community. 

       r. Francis Mary Kalvelage, FI          
   was born in Portland, 
       
   was born in Portland, 
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Using his skills in publishing Br. Francis 
edited many books which are published 
by the Academy of the Immaculate:
A Handbook on Guadalupe

Br. Francis M.  receives a 
blessing from Fr. Alphonsus. 

    A
 v e  M a r i a !

Cards may be sent to Br. Francis C/O Our Lady Queen 
of the Seraphic Order, New Bedford, MA (Back Cover) 33
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 his is the second installment of a two 
part article.  Th e fi rst installment, published 
in the last issue of Th e Conquest, discussed 
the emasculation of men both in society at 
large and within the Church.  It was asserted 
that this dangerous trend is a result of both a 
misunderstanding of the relationship between 
prayer and action, and a minimization of the 
real diff erences between men and women.  It 
was emphasized that men need to translate 
their prayer into action; they need a battle to 
fi ght.  Finally, it was suggested that something 
called Marian Chivalry, as an aspect of the 
spirituality of the Mission of the Immaculate 
Mediatrix, may be a critical element to a 
restoration of masculine identity among 
Catholic men, and to satisfy their need to have 
something worthy to fi ght for.  Th is second 
installment promises to explain what Marian 
Chivalry is, why it is so important, and how 
it can be practically realized through an 
organization called the Knights of Lepanto.

When a man opens a door for a woman 
and she replies “Chivalry is not dead,” we 
see a trace of a great and long lost cultural 
institution.  Chivalry is almost dead and 
forgotten.  She has been reduced to a mere 
remnant of her former self, but she holds 
onto that thread of life.  It is time for men 
of courage to restore Chivalry to her rightful 
place of honor.  But fi rst they must recognize 
who she is and from where she came.

Some think Chivalry is nothing more 
than polite manners, or a suave deference to 
women, but even political correctness and the 
refi nement of a womanizer meet these criteria.  
Such external qualities are mere rumors of 
something far more potent and dangerous.

Th e shards of chivalry, though, are 
unsettling enough to modern society.  Th ey 
cause the dedicated feminist to sneer, and 
even the more traditional female to question 
such oddities or react with embarrassment.  
Neither does modern “manliness” know what 
to do with them.  With the media’s infusion 
of the grotesque and brutal as the ideal of 
masculinity, especially through hip hop and 
reality TV, gentlemanly manners are often 
perceived to be acts of aff ectation or weakness.

But rest assured, Chivalry still lives and breathes.  
She waits, and quietly broods over her injuries.  
One day, perhaps soon, she will rise from behind 
her buttressed but broken walls and wave her 
banner high once again.  Th en she will be seen 
for whom she truly is, not just a set of arbitrary 
customs, but the rampart that stands between 
common sense and insanity.  Men who have known 
her virtues, but perhaps not her name, will stand 
in the breach and defend the honor of all that is 
true, good and beautiful.  On that day, mankind 
will see her revealed-both terrible and beautiful.

Th e spirit of Chivalry is not only a military 
and bellicose thing, but also a bulwark of civilized 
and humane life. To stand fast in the face of 
danger in defense of the good and right is the 
sine qua non of a fl ourishing society.  We might 
say that another word for Chivalry--one perhaps 
more mundane and domestic, but nevertheless 
full of mystic signifi cance--is “fatherhood.”  But 
the word “chivalry” has not only the advantage 
of a more adventurous ring than “fatherhood,” it 
also, though hard to imagine, is less disparaged.

Th e French word chevalerie means 
“horsemanship” and is the origin of the English 
word “cavalry.”  Th e medieval chevaler (or knight) 
was a soldier on horseback who had the arms, 
horses and support personnel necessary to fi ght 
in this most eff ective and deadly way.  For this 
reason, the tradition of chivalry, from its inception, 
was connected with the wealthy noble class.  
Th erefore, it became the responsibility of the 
nobility to provide military service to the baronage 
and police protection to the weak and defenseless.

Considered according to its Christian 
ideal, the privileges of nobility were based upon 
their responsibilities.  Noble patrimony was an 
expectation of family excellence that included 
an acceptance of responsibility for the common 
good.  Hence, not only was military service 
expected of the nobleman, but his prowess was 
to be moderated and governed by a standard 
of loyalty, honesty, courtesy and generosity.

St. Louis of France, that most noble king, 
and fl ower of chivalry, fought in two crusades 
and always manifested, not only courage, but 
also this great generosity and largeness of spirit. 
During one landing at Damietta, St. Louis, fully 
armed and with his shield slung around his neck, 
leapt into the sea with his men rather than wait 

for a secure beachhead, as his council 
had advised.  On another occasion, while 
returning to France after his fi rst crusade, 
his ship ran aground. While many panicked, 
the king prostrated himself, barefoot and 
bareheaded, in the form of the cross, before 
the Eucharist which was reserved on the 
bridge.  Later, when the damaged ship was 
free, he was advised to board another ship, 
as the fi rst was not judged to be seaworthy.  
But because fi ve hundred of his people were 
on board, he chose to entrust himself to 
God rather than abandon those under his 
care.  All fi ve hundred men made it safely 
back to France.  Fourteen years later, during 
his second crusade, as he lay dying from 
sickness in Tunis, St. Louis called Prince 
Philip, his son, to his side and gave him his 
fatherly and chivalrous precepts.  He began 
his bequeath by insisting that God always 
be placed fi rst, and that sin be shunned 
above all things.  Th en he spoke of always 
maintaining what was good and worthy in 
the kingdom and stamping out what was 
evil.  He told his son to do right by every 
man, regardless of his rank, and to preserve 
peace in his kingdom.  St. Louis taught his 
son, through both word and example, all 
that was necessary to be a good and worthy 
knight.  His last words to Philip were:

“Fair, dear son, I give you all the 
blessings that a kind father can 
give his son.  And may the Blessed 
Trinity and all the saints guard 
you and keep you from every 
evil, and may God give you the 
grace always to do His will, that 
He may be honored by you, and 
that you and we may, after this 
mortal life, be together with Him 
and praise Him forever. Amen.”

With an example like this, it should 
not be diffi  cult to see the connection 
between Chivalry and fatherhood.  Both 
demand paternal responsibility and 
courage, along with a standard of excellence 
expected of a man and his heirs, for the sake 
of the common good.  Of course, this fi rst 
of all applies to fatherhood in the context 
of marriage, but it is no less essential to 
the fatherhood of the priesthood and to 
masculine identity in general.  Men who 
wring their hands as their vocations are 
disparaged, or those who “Yes, dear” their 
wives in order to better hear the TV, need 
to have the dying embers of masculine and 
paternal responsibility stoked by the fuel of 
Chivalry.  Priests who have ceased to preach 
the full Gospel in season and out of season

�



5

(2 Tim. 4:2), opting instead to appease 
the lax consciences of their sheep, and 
who themselves are lulled by the peaceful 
melodies of secularism and mediocrity, 
also need a strong dose of Chivalry in their 
morning coff ee.  Someone must take a stand 
and make the war horn blast once again.

Th e external customs of courtesy, 
or “gentlemanly manners” (derived from 
“gentility” or “nobility”), are secondary-but 
important-expressions of commitment 
to the common good.  Th ey are an 
acknowledgment that standards exist to 
which a generous spirit must conform.  
Th e chivalrous heart is not narrow, peevish 
and self-centered, nor is it preoccupied 
with its own rights and concerns. Rather, 
it is directed outward, concerned about the 
good of others, and willing to sacrifi ce itself 
in defense of the rights of its neighbor.  
Good manners, including thoughtfulness 
in small things, in a truly chivalrous man 
are merely the outward sign of an interior 
disposition that gives no quarter to base 
selfi shness, but is rather eager for that 
which is honorable, no matter what the cost.

In the fi rst installment of this 
article, we discussed the absence of men 
from moral and spiritual leadership in 
their families and in the Church. Th is, 
we said, was due to the denial of any real 
diff erences between men and women, 
and the misunderstanding of the rightful 
primacy given to the contemplative life.  
Women are natural contemplatives, and 
tend to dominate in environments given 
over to the personal and humane aspects 
of life.  Men have much to learn from 
women, but in a particular way their 
prayer needs to be translated into action; 
that is, into chivalrous and fatherly defense 
of the common good.  Men cannot merely 
imitate women.  Th ey need to stoke the 
fi re in their hearts (prayer) in order to 
enkindle a fi re in their bellies (action).

We have also acknowledged the 
existence of many new movements 
committed to re-establishing masculine 
commitment to faith and family.  Chivalry 
often fi gures prominently into these 
programs.  For example, the Franciscans 
of the Immaculate in the United States are 
developing, in the tradition of Chivalry, 
a Mission of the Immaculate Mediatrix 
(MIM) group for men called the Knights 
of Lepanto.  Th e MIM is a spiritual 
movement of unlimited consecration to 
the Immaculate, created by our founders 
Father Stefano Marian Manelli and Father 

Gabriele Maria Pellettieri, and is based upon 
the spirituality of St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe.  

St. Maximilian’s consecration to Mary is a 
kind of Chivalry in and of itself, a militant and 
apostolic commitment to the common good, 
fulfi lled in and through Our Lady.  In fact, the 
movement St. Maximilian founded in his own day 
is called Militia Immaculatae, or Knights of the 
Immaculate.  In his solemn act of consecration to 
Mary we read:  “Make use of me, if such be Th y 
will, entirely without reserve to bring about that 
which was said of Th ee.  She will crush thy head, 
and again, Th ou alone hast destroyed all the heresies 
in the whole world.”  Th e words: She will crush 
thy head are from the fi fteenth verse of Genesis, 
Chapter 3, “the First Gospel”, as  theologians call 
it, where the promise of a Redeemer is fi rst made 
after the fall of Adam and Eve.  Th ere we learn that 
Our Lady is predestined to participate with Her 
Son, in a unique way, in the defeat of the serpent-
our spiritual enemy.  Th e phrase: Th ou alone hast 
destroyed all the heresies in the whole world, is an 
antiphon from the Little Offi  ce of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, and expresses the faith of the Church in 
the universal mediation of Mary, the effi  cacy 
of which has preserved the faith repeatedly, 
throughout the ages.  St. Maximilian referred to 
those consecrated to Mary as the “heel” of the 
Immaculate, lifted and ready to crush the head 
of the serpent in the souls of men.  Consecration 
to Mary acknowledges that we are at war, and 
constitutes a knightly oath of service to our Queen.

In the Knights of Lepanto we distill this 
Marian Militant spirit into a pure form, in 
order to reinvigorate masculine spirituality.  
But not only is the Marian consecration of St. 
Maximilian a kind of Chivalry, what we might 
call “Marian Chivalry,” Chivalry itself is, in fact, 
Marian.  In other words, true Chivalry begins 
with love for Mary, because our faith begins 
with Christ’s love for Mary.  Mary is the Church 
personifi ed for whom Christ lays down His life.

Medieval Chivalry was a truly Christian, 
or better yet, a Catholic institution.  Th e fi rst 
virtue of Chivalry is loyalty, which is synonymous 
with fi delity, defi ned as, “full of faith.”  Many 
contemporary attempts to resurrect Chivalry as 
a kind of secular “code of ethics” reduce faith and 
loyalty to a generic faithfulness to principles and 
to one’s friends. Th is is similar to the attempt 
to squeeze mere etiquette out of the venerable 
Chivalry tradition.  Th e customs of Chivalry 
without faith in God are matter without form. 
Th ey are only the broken shards of the real thing.

Loyalty, fi rst of all, is faithfulness to God.  
For males that translates into the acceptance of 
authority and the willingness to be faithful to duty 

and responsibility.  More importantly, it 
means being faithful to those entrusted 
to one’s care.  Th is is what Christ did for 
His Church.  It was what He did fi rst and 
foremost for His Mother, and it is what 
He did for each and every individual soul.  

St. Paul writes in his Letter to the 
Ephesians that husbands are to love their 
wives in imitation of Christ’s love for the 
Church.  Th ey are to imitate the One 
who delivered Himself up to death for it, 
…that he might sanctify it, cleansing it by 
the laver of water in the word of life, that 
he might present it to himself, a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, but that it should be holy and 
without blemish (5:26-27).  Th ese verses 
are fi rst of all applied to the Blessed 
Mother, who was prepared from all time 
to be the Mother of Jesus, and became 
His damsel in distress, so to speak, 
at the foot of the Cross.  Jesus died to 
make His Mother holy and immaculate.

St. Paul tells us that this is the image 
of Holy Matrimony, which is a great 
mystery (32).  Indeed, Christ’s love for 
the Church, especially as it is manifested 
in His unique love for His Mother, is 
the foundation of all true love.  Men 
who have been entrusted with the moral 
headship of the family, and the Church, 
must truly cherish those under their care.  
In a particular way, they must learn to 
cherish the mystery of womanhood and 
the vocation of women to be mothers.  
Women are indeed the weaker sex, in 
part, because only they are capable of 
becoming mothers; and in that sense, 
they must trust in the honorable behavior 
of men.  Hence, we see the importance of 
Chivalry with respect to the way in which 
men treat women.  Conversely, it is then 
easy to understand why feminists, who 
have no room for Chivalry, have cleared 
the way for contraception and abortion.  
Th ey no longer need to trust men, and 
thus, they will be “weak” no more.  But, in 
actuality, it is Our Lady who is the perfect 
ideal of womanhood, personifi ed and 
lived.  She is the image of all that is true, 
good and beautiful, that which is worth 
living for, because it is worth dying for.  
Men will never understand what true love 
is without living the mystery of chastity, 
and they will never live it, unless they 
learn it from a woman.  Every woman, 
then, needs to be another Mary; but every 
man, also, must be another Christ.  Th is 
means he must humble himself, as Christ 
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did, who being in the 
form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be 
equal with God, but 
emptied himself, 
taking the form of a 
servant (Philippians 
2:6-7).  Jesus was 
not only the child 
of Mary, but also 
Her Knight and 
defender, just as 
every man today 
needs to be.

In spite of the weariness this 
invokes, I need to mention that wretched, 
blasphemous and insipid farce of a novel, 
Th e Da Vinci Code.  I do this because it 
serves as an excellent cultural monument 
to the confl ict we now fi nd ourselves in, 
and to the current neglect of true Chivalry.  
Dan Brown is a propagandist for a kind of 
anti-chivalry, which he proposes as the real 
thing.  What he piously calls the “divine 
feminine” and its ritual worship, is in fact 
only a thinly disguised justifi cation for 
male lust.  St. Mary Magdalene, portrayed 
as the Holy Grail, becomes the icon for 
the religion of goddess worship.  What is 
paraded as a high regard for women, a kind 
of Chivalry, is really only a sophisticated 
euphemism for the current culture of death, 
which encourages men to use women for 
their own pleasure.  Curiously, Dan Brown 
glosses over the presence of Our Lady in 
his “history” of Christianity, as he trashes 
the Church for its alleged downgrading of 
women, for the truth about Mary would not 
have worked well with his other “research.”  
Th e connection of all this-in Brown’s 
imagination-with the Knights Templar and 
the faux, secret society of the Priory of Sion 
only reinforces the idea that his value system 
is the “original” Chivalry.  What a joke!

Th e truth is that Our Lady has always 
been at the center of Catholicism’s high 
regard for women and for motherhood.  
Today we are afraid to witness to the 
superiority of Western culture, as we 
submissively wither under the scimitar 
of Islam and relax at the velvet touch 
of secularism and sensuality.  Society 
wrongfully names traditional Catholicism 
as the culprit behind the degradation of 
women.  In actuality, it is not traditional 
marriage, marital and extramarital chastity, 
Christian motherhood nor chivalrous 
fatherhood that stand behind the insecurity 
of the feminists.  It was not the cult of the 

Virgin that spawned the culture of death.  Th e 
dignity of women, the sanctity of marriage and 
family life, the beauty of chastity, and the exalted 
nature of Catholic culture all fi nd their anchor in 
devotion to and imitation of the Virgin Mary.  It 
is Our Lady who ultimately secures “…the place 
of woman in the Church to be the guardian of the 
primacy of the contemplative over the active, of 
persons over ideas, and of family over economy” 
(Part I of this article).  And it is the beauty of 
Our Lady that is the perennial inspiration of men 
to fi ght for these values.  Even Henry Adams, 
the secular historian, acknowledged the power 
of Our Lady in the history of Western culture.  
He did this as he compared the power of the 
technology of his time, the early 20th century, 
with the power of the Virgin who inspired the 
building of the cathedral in Chartres, France:

All the steam in the world could not, like the 
Virgin, build Chartres. Symbol or energy, 
the Virgin had acted as the greatest force the 
Western world had ever felt, and had drawn 
men’s activities to herself more strongly than 
any other power, natural or supernatural, had 
ever done” (Mont Saint Michel and Chartres).

Whether or not Our Lady is explicitly 
acknowledged for Her role in Chivalry, it is clear 
to those who have the fulness of faith where the 
accolades should go.  In the case of the 9/11 heroes 
of United Flight 93, at least two of them, Tom 
Bernett and Todd Beamer, fi t the bill of Chivalry 
perfectly.  Both were men of faith.  Both were family 
men who were faithful to their wives.  And both 
prayed during the cell phone conversations they 
made while on the hijacked plane, which eventually 
crashed into a fi eld in rural Pennsylvania.  Th eir 
selfl ess actions helped keep that plane from reaching 
its intended target, namely, the White House.  At 
the time of his death, Tom Bernett, a Catholic, 
was a daily communicant.  His wife, Deena, notes 
how he always treated her in a chivalrous manner, 
opening doors for her, standing when she stood, 
and sitting only after she was seated.  And he also 
expressed devotion to Our Lady.  When they were 
married, Tom wanted the Ave Maria sung at the 
nuptial Mass, but no one could be found to sing 
it properly.  He told Deena:  “Th en we’ll save it 
for my funeral.”  At the California memorial Mass 
honoring Tom Bernett as a hero of 9/11, Deena 
made sure the Ave Maria was sung.  It was one 
of the few things that lightened her heart that 
day (Deena Burnett, Fighting Back).  Both Tom 
Bernet andTodd Beamer decided to be “knights” 
during a moment of danger.  Th ey chose to forget 
about themselves, and to get the job done.  At 
least in the case of Tom Bernett, the Catholic faith 
and  devotion to Our Lady were factors as well.

If Dan Brown had not ignored the historical 
facts about the importance of Our Lady, he might 

have discovered the true secret of the Holy 
Grail.  In fact, only the brave and the chaste can 
obtain the Grail.  Th e vessel of Christ’s true 
presence, before anything else, is the womb of 
the Virgin.  Th e Holy Grail is a feminine thing, 
whether considered as the Eucharistic vessel of 
the Last Supper, or as the “Singular Vessel of 
Devotion” from the Litany of Loretto.  Th e Holy 
Grail, then, in the fi rst place, is the Ark of the 
Covenant, the Holy and Ever Virgin Mother of 
God (See Sandra Miesel, “Th e Real History of 
the Holy Grail,” Crisis, September 2004).  In 
the version of the Grail legend presented by Sir 
Th omas Malory in the fi fteenth century, only 
the chaste obtain the Grail.  Galahad obtains it 
because he is the perfect knight: loyal, honest, 
courteous, strong, brave, generous, and yes, 
even chaste.  Lancelot, for all his suavity and 
prowess, presumed as he is to be the fl ower of 
chivalry, is in reality, an adulterer.  But in doing 
penance for his sin, he is given a momentary 
glance of the Holy Grail.  Unfortunately, 
disaster eventually fi nds Camelot, because 
Lancelot ultimately turns away from the grace 
of the Grail.  All men need a Queen and Lady of 
the highest goodness and nobility.  All men need 
that “glorious spring of purity and virginity, the 
gentle and glorious Virgin Mary” (cf. Geoff roi 
de Charny, Th e Book of Chivalry, c. 1352).

From time to time, men become tired 
of hearing soft and consoling words and the 
endless platitudes of those who believe in 
nothing but self-gratifi cation and their own 
victimhood.  When a malignant darkness bleeds 
across the sky, there will always be a few who 
will light the watchfi res to remind the rest of 
us that we are victims only of our own paralysis 
and impotence.  Th ere will always be the brave 
who are ready to sacrifi ce themselves during the 
confl ict, so that others will not become victims 
of their own dereliction of duty.  Chivalry is 
returning and needs like never before to be 
recognized as a true fruit of Marian devotion.

In Connecticut, the Knights of Lepanto 
are defending the sanctity of Marriage against 
those who would dishonor and distort that 
great institution which God established.  Th ey 
are not afraid of being called homophobes, 
because they are not afraid of doing what is 
right for everyone, including homosexuals. 
Th ese knights are not thwarted nor confused 
by sophistries, which are aimed at making 
them feel guilty for being strong men and 
fathers.  Th eir courage is moderated by their 
courtesy, but they are for that reason no less 
terrible to all that is evil, for they are fully 
consecrated to Her, who “… cometh forth as the 
morning rising, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, 
terrible as an army set in array” (Canticles 6:9).
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   Tentatively called the Tower of Lepanto, it 
will have decorative elements inside (such as 
wall mounted swords) and a life size marble 
statue of Our Lady on top (to be fl oodlit at 
night).  Peasants will have free access to the 
ground fl oor where there will be two built-
in benches, but the spiral staircase will have 
a lockable door to prevent unwanted troops 
from storming the tower and controlling the 
ramparts!  Th e free-swinging bell will be rung at 
midday Angelus, 6 PM Angelus, in preparation 
for Holy Mass and at other appropriate times.  
Th e tower guardian will admit visitors at his 
discretion.  Th ose arriving with siege engines 
will receive a healthy dose of boiling oil!
   Heaven’s blessings will be implored, each 
time the bell is rung, for all who helped make 
the construction of this tower a reality.  We 
have been begging various stone and concrete 
suppliers, as well as other construction 
specialists, for a substantially reduced price for 
their merchandise and some have agreed to 
provide these items and services even for free.  
A plaque listing these and all benefactors will be 
mounted on the interior wall of the ground fl oor.
   Currently, there is only a big hole for the 
foundation, but the Immaculate will speed 
the project along to a beautiful completion!

Let the assault begin!
   Well, maybe not yet, but in the near future when our 50-foot high stone 
bell tower is constructed at the Marian Friary of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Griswold, CT.  It will have a medieval look with a spiral staircase complete with 
arrow slits - just in case!  Th e church bell we saved from destruction a number 
of years ago will be getting a new home next to St. Joseph’s Candle Chapel.

7

Roof showing unfi nished
statue pedestal mount.

Swing bell level, open on 
four sides and pull-rope hanging 
down to “Knight’s Room”.

“Knight’s Room” for meet-
ings, Mass, ect. for Knight’s 
of Lepanto Men’s Group.
This is also where bell will 
be pulled from. 

Base of tower showing public access 
“room” with built-in benches and 2 
doorless outer entries. Stairwell will 
have a lockable door. 

Colorized version of planned bell 
tower showing stone fi nish. Bell tow-
er base is 16’ x 16’ and height to top 
of statue is approximately 50 feet.

Statue of 
Our Lady to 
be fl oodlit 
at night.
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                             Praised be Jesus Christ!
                                  M.I.

   My dearest brother Alphonsus!

Up to this moment I did not even know what your name 
[in religion] was; I fi nally found out a few days ago in a let-
ter from Mom (I had not had any news from her in three years).  
May the Lord God and the most holy Virgin bless you always 
and in everything.  Mom wrote that you pronounced the holy 
vows two years ago; in the next year, therefore, you will make 
your solemn profession.  I also found out from Mom that you have already received minor orders.

May the Lord God the blessed for all that He has done in you and also our Immaculate Mother 
through whose hands all graces come to us from Heaven.  Off er yourself entirely to Her who is our perfect 
heavenly Mother, and in this way you will easily be able to overcome all diffi  culties and... you will become a 
saint, a great saint: this is the only thing I wish for you with all my heart.  It can be said that all the saints are 
the work of the most holy Virgin and that special devotion to Her is a common characteristic to all of them.

Moreover, our Order has the fortune of being under her special protection, under the title 
which she loves in the highest degree and with which She willed to call Herself at Lourdes: “Immacu-
late Conception”; therefore let us invoke Her often under this title.  Beginning with holy Father Fran-
cis and St. Bonaventure, devotion to the Immaculate Conception has been a particular characteris-
tic of our Order; then Duns Scotus and the Franciscan school defended this privilege, so pleasing to 
Her, until the solemn defi nition of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception.  Hence this is the gold-
en thread of our Order and, perhaps, the beginning of the renewal of our corrupt society, since it was 
said of Her: Ipsa conteret caput tuum, [Gen. 3:15] and Omnes haereses sola interemisti in universo 
mundo [from the Offi  ce of Our Lady].  Let us, therefore, frequently pray with the words of Duns Sco-
tus: Dignare me laudare Te, Virgo sacrata; da mihi virtutem contra hoses tuos, and let us prepare our-
selves for the battle against Satan, the world and... ourselves -- in order to save and sanctify our soul 
and as many souls as possible -- let us prepare ourselves to suff er and to work; we will rest after death.

Let us also pray together for poor Francis, that soon he too may become a religious.  
God can do all things and the Immaculate refuses nothing to sinners.

                        Always your aff ectionate brother,
                                                         

I am also sending to you the holy Father’s blessing.
Respond soon, if you can.  

Rome, September 29 (circa), 1918

    Brother Maximilian Mary Kolbe
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�      n this letter of St. Maximilian we 
read of what took place in the life of 
his younger brother, now Br. Alphon-
sus in simple vows with the Conventu-
al Franciscans.  But signifi cant events 
had decorated St. Maximilian’s life 
too in the previous year: the found-
ing of the Militia Immaculatae (M.I.) 
on October 16, 1917, ordination to 
deaconate on October 28, 1917, and 
ordination to the priesthood on April 
28, 1918.  In his humility and detach-
ment from self our Saint mentions 
none of these momentous occasions 
to his brother.  Rather he rejoices 
in his brother’s vocation and takes 
the opportunity to encourage him.
 St. Maximilian’s advice to 
Br. Alphonsus is timely for all people 
of all times.  He unveils for us the se-
cret to sanctity.  He describes the key 
to transforming our decadent world.  
He speaks of the “golden thread” of 

the Franciscan Order.
 First, the secret to 
sanctity: “Off er yourself 
entirely to Her who is our 
perfect heavenly Mother, 
and in this way you will 
easily be able to over-
come all diffi  culties and... 
you will become a saint, 
a great saint.”  Th e secret 
to growing in holiness is 
discovering the quickest, 

easiest and surest way of be-
ing perfectly conformed to Jesus Christ who is 
our sanctifi cation.  God has provided no way 
more perfect than the way Jesus Himself was 
formed: in and through the Immaculate.  In 
Her Jesus was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  Th rough Her He came into this 
world.  In and through the Immaculate we too 
must be formed into Christ by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and work in this world for her 
honor.  Before his deaconate St. Maximilian 
had made the following resolution: “I must 
become a saint, and a great saint through the 
Immaculate!”  Unlimited consecration to the 
Immaculate is the secret to sanctity.  It is up 
to us to live out our life of consecration to Her 
and to lead as many souls as possible to Her.

Second, the key to renewing and trans-
forming the world around us: Devotion to the 
Immaculate Conception is “the beginning of 
the renewal of our corrupt society, since it was 
said of Her: Ipsa conteret caput tuum, [She 
shall crush your head—Gen. 3:15] and Omnes 
haereses sola interemisti in universo mundo 
[She alone has conquered all the heresies of the 
whole world—from the Offi  ce of Our Lady].”  
Our world has been deceived by the devil and 
the other wicked spirits that prowl around seek-
ing the eternal ruin of souls.  Th e remedy to the 
world’s woes, then, is She who crushes the head 
of the wily serpent and puts all heresies to fl ight.  
Th e Church Fathers called Our Lady the “sym-
bol of orthodoxy” because those who persevere 
in devotion to Her do not stray from the true 
and pure doctrine of the Catholic Faith.  In an 
age when confusion continues to plague us both 

from outside and, unfortunately, even 
within the Church, the clarity and light 
of the Immaculate is needed to dis-
close the seductions of the evil one and 
keep us on the straight path of truth.
 Th ird, the “golden thread” 
of the Franciscan Order: “Beginning 
with holy Father Francis and St. Bo-
naventure, devotion to the Immacu-
late Conception has been a particular 
characteristic of our Order; then Duns 
Scotus and the Franciscan school de-
fended this privilege, so pleasing to 
Her, until the solemn defi nition of the 
dogma of the Immaculate Concep-
tion.”  Th is devotion to the Immacu-
late Conception was essential to St. 
Francis of Assisi in fulfi lling his mis-
sion to go and rebuild Christ’s Church 
which was falling into ruin.  It became 
the “golden thread” of the Order as St. 
Bonaventure, Bl. John Duns Scotus 
and the Franciscan school continued 
Francis’ mission of renewing Christ’s 
Church under the banner of the Im-
maculate.  St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe 
himself continued sewing the golden 
thread and has passed it on to us.
 What shall we do with this 
golden thread of devotion to our Im-
maculate Mother?  Shall we leave it 
aside for other worthless threads?  
No!  We too must resolve to become 
saints, and great saints through the 
Immaculate.  We too must resolve to 
spend ourselves entirely in this world 
to help bring about the triumph of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary us-
ing all licit means.  “Let us prepare 
ourselves for the battle against Sa-
tan, the world and... ourselves -- in 
order to save and sanctify our soul 
and as many souls as possible -- let 
us prepare ourselves to suff er and to 
work; we will rest after death.”  May 
the Holy Spirit assist us in spinning 
the golden thread of devotion to the 
Immaculate in all parts of the world.
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O Come All Ye Faithful!
Steubenville Vocation Fair

Ding Dong Merrily on High!
Fr. Elias & Fr. Michael- Indiana

While Shepherds Watched!
Our Lady of Guadalupe Community

I saw three ships!
Fr. Joseph was chaplain at a U.S. Naval 
Retirement Ceremony in Orlando, FL.

Deck the Hall!
Recreation at Griswold

Do you hear what  I hear!
Refl ection day, Maine, NY

Hark the Herald Angels Sing!
Br. Stephen  Menard tries his habit.

We three, no , four Kings...
Solemn profession and renewal of vows

Joy to the World!
Youth Vocation Day Griswold, CT.

What Child is Th is...?
Br. Stephen Synder

We wish you  a Merry Christmas!
Extreme Makeover Youth Retreat Indiana

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen!
New Bedford Community

Silent Knight
Fr. Elias-  youth consecration

Marian ConQuest
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   ome, help me rebuild this 
monastery” called St. Francis 
to passersby while he was 
repairing the monastery 
attached to the little 
Church of San Damiano, 
to become the fi rst home 
of the future Order of Poor 
Ladies, or Poor Clares as 
they came to be known.

   Th at was also the cry of Fr. 
Maximilian M. Dean several 
years ago as he set out to build 
an enlarged friary at Mount St. 
Francis to house a growing number 
of postulants, a friary appropriate 
to the form of life desired by Jesus 
in those called to observe the Rule 
of St. Francis in a fully Marian way.

   Many, many generous 
“passersby”,  answered his 
appeal.  Th e very simple, 
but very beautiful and 
functional building erected 
without incurring any major 
indebtedness, is the fruit of 
their response to that appeal 
for help and the dedicated 
labor of the friars and of 
crew of local volunteer 
construction crew under the 
direction of Vince Rider.

   If we attend carefully to the 
instructions of the Crucifi ed 

Savior as he spoke to 
St. Francis, we note that 
he asked the Seraphic 
Father not only to repair 
His church, that of 
San Damiano, because 
it was falling down, 
but also the attached 
monastery.  Th e material 
edifi ce of the Church 
underscores the mystery 
of Christ’s dwelling in 
our midst, above all in 
the Blessed Sacrament; 
that of the Monastery of His abode in 
those consecrated to Him.  Th e second 
should never be separated from the fi rst, 
nor will the fi rst satisfy the Lord without 
repair of the second, above all the inner 
home, the minds and hearts of believers, 
so that these are pure and immaculate, like 
the heart and body of the Virgin Mother, 
His fi rst abode and temple on earth.

  Th e new friary, built for 18 
friars, was blessed by Fr. Peter 
M. Fehlner (representing Fr. 
Stefano M. Manelli, Minister 
General) on Aug. 14, 2006, feast 
of St. Maximilian M. Kolbe and 
vigil of the Assumption.  Several 
hundred of the faithful 

participated in the ceremony, 
and afterwards visited the 
newly erected edifi ce before 
it was offi  cially cloistered.  

 A new friary without 
occupants would be a deep 
disappointment.  With fi ve 
professed friars and 10 
new postulants the friary 
is almost fi lled to capacity, 
heaven’s way of crowning 
and blessing our faith in 
divine Providence and 
confi dence in the support of 
Christ’s Mother and ours.

and afterwards visited the 
newly erected edifi ce before 
it was offi  cially cloistered.  

 A new friary without 
occupants would be a deep 
disappointment.  With fi ve 
professed friars and 10 
new postulants the friary 
is almost fi lled to capacity, 
heaven’s way of crowning 
and blessing our faith in 
divine Providence and 
confi dence in the support of 

“�
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF

ST. FRANCIS

I’m from Northern Kentucky, which 
is considered part of Cincinnati. I 
am 31 years of age and Studied the-
ology at Xavier University. I earned 
my Masters degrees from Ohio 
University in Outdoor Education. 
Prior to joining the F.I.’s, I worked 
as a teacher. I fi rst saw the F.I.’s on 
an internet search, but looked more 
deeply into the order after being re-
ferred to by a friar of the Franciscan 
Missionaries of the Eternal Word.

“Praise God, for His love and
 His mercy!”

Brother Stephen Snyder Brother Paul Wells

Br. Matthew Ball

Born and raised in New Jersey, I was 
home schooled from kindergarten 
through high school. After receiving 
my high school diploma, I applied to 
and was accepted Th omas Aquinas 
College and Th omas Aquinas College. 

Br. Stephen Menard

I am 30 years old, and hale 
from Cincinnati, Ohio. My 
home parish is Old St. Mary’s 
in downtown Cincinnati. I 
have an Undergraduate de-
gree in Adventure and Th er-
apeutic Recreation as well as 
a graduate degree in Recre-
ation Studies. Professionally 
I ran wilderness adventure 
programs for Youth, College 
Students, and persons with 
disabilities in Ohio, Idaho, 
and Minnesota. I found 
out about the F.I.’s from a 
close friend who also joined.

However, the Immacu-
late was calling me in a 
diff erent direction. I in-
vestigated the Francis-
cans of the Immaculate 
of whom I had heard of 
through a long standing 
family friend. While 
visiting the friars, I 
found what it was that 
Our Lady whished of 
me to embrace, which 
was the life of poverty, 
chastity, obedience, 
and absolute conse-
cration to Mary, our 
Immaculate Mother.

Ave Maria!
I’m  grew up in Lakeland,  Florida. 
Before joining the F.I.’s I attended 
community college. I learned about 
the F.I. by going online and look-
ing up diff erent religious orders. I 
love music especially chant. I did 
not live as good life in the past, but 
because of Jesus and Mary through 
their great mercy and love, I am 
here. I love this order, and only 
hope that I persevere here. Please 
pray for this if you can. Th anks! 
May God and Mary bless you. 

The Saint of Assisi continues in our age to be an inspiration for young men to dedicate their lives to God 
by means of the consecrated life as a religious. We are happy to introduce the newest members of  the 
Franciscans of the Immaculate who have begun their religious formation. Please pray for them,  their 
families and that  more  will answer the call of the Immaculate to  consecrate their lives to God with the 
vows of obedience, poverty, chastity and the Marian Vow of unlimited consecration to the Immaculate. 



I’m from Mississauga, 
Canada. Born in the 
Philippines,  I spent my 
early childhood there and 
immigrated to Canada 
when I was 10 years old. 

Br. Michael Banate

I came from St. Joseph’s par-
ish in Streetsville (Missis-
sauga) under very zealous 
pastors.  I found out about 
F.I.’s in my search for or-
thodox Franciscans in the 
internet (Marymediatrix.
com). I ended up visiting 
them and saw what I wish I 
did not see, which was a call 
to their way of life. I studied 
Graphic Design at College 
and majored in Illustration, 
and Corporate Design. I 
completed 1 year of Phi-
losophy at St. Philip’s Semi-
nary,  run by the Oratorians. 

I was born in Toronto, 
Canada but raised in Phil-
adelphia, PA. I attended 
Th omas Aquinas College 
for Philosophy and Th e-
ology. I worked also as a 

Br. Ryan Brady

library technician at LaSalle Univer-
sity for 5 years and as a general con-
tractor for 1 year. Prior to Joining 
the Friars Immaculate I was a con-
templative monk for 4 years at Most 
Holy Trinity Maronite Monastery.
Upon realizing that my 
call was not solely clois-
tered monastic life I 
decided not to take fi -
nal vows. To pay off  the 
loans, I got a job as a con-
tractor for a year. Having 
always loved the Fran-
ciscan Marian ideal, the 
choice was an easy one.

Ave Maria!

Bro. Charles Scozzare

the F.I.’s while volunteer-
ing at Catholic Family-
land in Bloomingdale, 
OH where I met Father 
Maximilian Dean, F.I. My 
family moved to Steuben-
ville, OH when I was 17 
and went to college for 
one year. While on re-
treat at the Camaldolese 
Hermitage in Blooming-
dale, OH (Holy Family 
Hermitage) I heard a call 
from Our Lady, in prayer, 
to enter the religious life.

I am from Niantic, CT but 
was raised in Vernon, CT.  I 
was baptized into the Catholic 
Church on August 16 (Stephen 
of Hungary) in 1982. I received 
Catholic schooling from grades 
1-4, then entered public school 

Br. Clarke Kasheta

where I lost my faith. I 
returned to God through 
the Virgin Mary about 
fourteen years later. 
Now,  24 years old, I 
have found my calling 
with the Franciscan Fri-
ars of the Immaculate 
and total consecration to 
the Immaculate. Before 
joining the F.I.’s I stud-
ied music in college. I 
dropped out and worked 
in a doughnut shop. My 
pastor form St. Agnes 
parish, in Niantic,  told my mother 
about the F.I. I made frequent vis-
its to Our Lady of Guadalupe Friary 
and the Immaculate kept drawing me 
closer to her Divine Son. So here I am.

I’m from Markham, Ontario 
which is the greater Toronto area, 
but I spent my childhood years in 
the Philippines before I moved 

to Canada. Before 
joining the Fran-
ciscan Friars of 
Th e Immaculate I 
was a High School 
student ready to 
go into college. I 
found out about the 
F.I.’s through their 
website (Mary-
mediatrix.com).

Born in South Bend Indiana, I went 
to Catholic grade school at St. Pat-
rick’s, and graduated from LaSalle 
High school. I attended IUSB for 

Br. Th omas Fulnecky

continuing education, and received a certifi -
cate of graduation. I also attended IVY Tech 
for Brazing welding and classes for EMT Life 
support. I worked as a self proprietor of Tom’s 
painting, repair, and freelance photographer. 
Before entering I worked for Our Lady of the 
Greenwood, and Queen of the Most Holly Ro-
sary as maintenance.

I found out about 
the F.I.’s through 
the farm at Mother 
of the Redeemer 
retreat center in 
Bloomington, IN 
where I attended 
for prayers, re-
treats and mass.
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I was born and raised in 
New Jersey (Monmouth 
Co.). I fi rst encountered 

to Canada. Before 
joining the Fran-
ciscan Friars of 
Th e Immaculate I 
was a High School 
student ready to 
go into college. I 
found out about the 
F.I.’s through their 
website (Mary-
mediatrix.com).

Brother David Barbin
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   Th e Franciscans of the Immaculate in the 
U.S.A. are embarking on a new Internet 
based television initiative, airmaria.com,  that 
will be based in Griswold, CT.  We are cur-
rently in the experimental, assessment stage, 
learning the basic technology, software and 
equipment.  Our main focus will be what 
you might expect from the Franciscans of 
the Immaculate, namely, Marian and Fran-
ciscan programming.  We will also do pro-
grams of more general Catholic interest, all 
of which will be made available on-demand, 
just click and view (called “streaming” in in-
ternet lingo) with no waiting for a download.  
   Th e format of the main page will be like 
that of a web log or “blog” but with embed-
ded video.  Th ose of you who are more net 
savvy know that this format has become 
very popular, enabling just about anyone to 
easily post their ideas on their site with the 
most recent posts showing at the top and 

enable others to comment on their ideas.  Th ere are also stan-
dard features on these blogs that enable the easy sharing of the 
contents of one’s blog in anyone else’s blog, enabling various grass 
roots interest groups to pool their individual eff orts.  Th e results 
of these many features are literally transforming the way informa-
tion is being delivered on the Internet and “blog” has become a 
household word with all its derivatives like blogger, blogging, etc.
   With the recent explosion of video on the Internet the format 
has become even more interesting because people are using the blog 
format to present their Internet video.  Th is is called a “video web 
log” or “vlog” and this too has become a new buzzword on the In-
ternet along with vlogger, vlogging, get vlogged, vlog it, all of which 
is enough to get one lost in a vlog. So if everything goes well, Fr. 
Peter will be our order’s proto-vlogger to establish our beachhead 
in vlogdom.  So to take advantage of this vloggish trend and all its 
easy to use features, we will start with a vlog that will be the main 

page and will be the main attraction to our 
many other Internet off erings in text, and 
audio and even other video formats like in-
structional videos and live shows and such. 
   Th e length of the standard video on vlogs 
is much smaller than the typical TV pro-
gram that we are used to.  Th us it is more 
conducive to ongoing editorial commen-
tary, news and perhaps homilies, basically 
more popular material.  But we will be able 
to address many of the current issues and 
controversies in today’s world that bare 
upon Catholic teaching and morals.  A 
big challenge will be conveying the very 
subtle, sublime material of the Church’s 
Marian doctrine in this very short format.
   With the ability to combine content 
from multiple vlogs we can encourage 
every friary and apostolate to start their 
own vlog and also any interested 3rd 
Order, MIM members and friends and 
then combine them into the order’s main 
vlog at Air Maria and thus quickly de-
velop a very complete line-up of shows.
   Griswold will be the main organiza-
tional center for this very wide, ambitious 
apostolate.  We will provide web space 
and do most of the technical research and 
trials of various tools and development 
of procedures to enable others to join in 
easily.  We will be starting small, but this 
will grow as Our Lady permits.  We will 
work to build from what we have started 
with the audio fi les already on our site 
as well as to augment our other activities 
and apostolates such as the 3rd Order, 
MIM, book publishing apostolate, mis-
sions, vocations, liturgy, home school-
ing, Eucharistic adoration, pro-life, etc.
   For more information, see the Air Maria 
web site at www.airmaria.com, where you 
can subscribe to our E-mail Newsletter 
for updates.  Please keep this apostolate 
in you prayers and stay posted as how 
you can help in various ways in the future.

Ave Maria!

Standing Fast- The Truth of the Virgin Birth.

New Line Cinema’s The Nativity Story and 
the Virgin Birth

AIRMARIA.COM
The New “VLOG” Website
of  the Franciscan Friars

of  the Immaculate!



  he contemporary world for the most part has little 
appreciation of religious life, in particular contem-
plative life.  At best the worldly viewpoint sees it as 
socially and economically useless, but more often a 
brake on “progress” of which the world should be rid.
   Th is clashes quite evidently with the convictions of St. Paul 
who sees religious life, viz., Christian life organized about the vow 
of consecrated virginity, as basic and central to the existence and 
life of the Church.  In I Cor 7: 1 ff . the Apostle underscores the 
superiority of the virginal state to the married.  And in I Tim 5: 1-

15 he notes the 
place of honor 
held by conse-
crated widows 
in the Church.
   Why the spe-
cial place and 
special recogni-
tion of conse-
crated virgins 
and widows 
in the Church 

from its beginnings, a special place refl ected in the role of reli-
gious orders, contemplative and active, throughout the entire 
history of the Church?  Th e reply: because without such con-
secrated persons and communities the Church has no precise, 
distinct, living memory of the place occupied and still occupied 
at its heart by the Virgin Mother of God and of the Church it-
self.  And without that living memory the Church begins to 
stumble and as Jesus said to St. Francis begins to fall into ruin.
   Th e form of life of religious recalls the mystery of the virginal 
maternity of Mary, on which by a solemn decree of the Father’s 
will depends the Incarnation and our salvation.  It recalls, fur-
ther, the virginal espousals of Mary and Joseph, on which de-
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pends the linking of every family with the Holy Family.
   In view of this the signifi cance and importance of the 
visitation of Mary to Elizabeth and the joy of both John 
the Baptist, still in the womb of his mother, as well as of 
his parents Elizabeth and Zachary can be appreciated.
   So, too, the coming of a community of consecrated virgins, the 
Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate, to take up permanent resi-
dence at Mother of the Redeemer Retreat Center, was an occasion 
of great joy to hundreds of faithful associated with that Center.
   Th ey gathered on the evening of the Feast of the Holy Name 
of Mary, Sept. 12, 2006, for an evening Mass in the chapel of 
the Center, followed by the blessing of the  new convent,  “Mary, 
Mother of the Church”, by Fr. Peter M. Fehlner, representing 
Fr. Stefano M. Manelli.  Also participating in the ceremony was  
the Mother General of the Sisters, Mother M. Michela, who 
traveled from Italy in order to attend the opening of the new 
convent in Bloomington, IN.  Th e blessing was followed by a 
reception for the Sisters in the dining hall of the retreat center. 
   Th e principal charism of the Franciscan Sisters of the Im-
maculate is prayer, penance, community life and apostolate. At 
the Mother of the Redeemer Retreat Center, the sisters will be 
active in various works including assisting with the apostolates,  
as well lending a  hand (or two!) towards the general mainte-
nance  and upkeep  of the retreat center. Above all,  they will be 
a visible pres-
ence  as conse-
crated virgins, 
espoused to 
Jesus Christ, 
and instru-
ments of sanc-
tifi cation and 
of grace in the 
hands of the 
Im mac u late .

Mother of the Church Convent

place of honor 
held by conse-
crated widows 
in the Church.
   Why the spe-
cial place and 
special recogni-
tion of conse-
crated virgins 
and widows 
in the Church 

Procession to the convent

Fr. Peter Fehlner blesses the convent, 
Mary, Mother of the Church

Opens  in Indiana!
�



Marian ConQuest
FRANCISCANS OF THE IMMACULATE
199 COLONEL BROWN ROAD
GRISWOLD, CT 06351  

O Come All Ye Faithful
Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him,

Born the King of Angels;

O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

May the birth of the 
Infant Christ, 

Son of God and Son of Mary, 
Fill Your Heart with His 

Peace, Love & Joy!
Merry Christmas!

 Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate
 Marian Friary  “Our Lady of Guadalupe”
 199 Colonel Brown Road,
 Griswold, CT  06351
 Tel.- (860) 376-6840
 E-mail: friars@fi guadalupe.com
 website:  www.fi guadalupe.com
 vlog: airmaria.com

        

  Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate
  Marian Friary, “Our Lady Queen of the
  Seraphic Order”
  600 Pleasant Street
  New Bedford, MA 02740
  Mail: P.O. Box 3003, New Bedford, MA
  02741-3003
  Tel.- (508) 996-8274
  E-mail: ffi @marymediatrix.xom
  website: www.marymediatrix.com

  Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate
  Mount St. Francis Hermitage
  Marian Friary “Our Lady Spouse of the
  Holy Spirit”
  P.O. Box 236
  Maine, NY 13802
  Tel.- (607) 754-0001
  E-mail: ffi maine@familink.com

 Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate
 Marian Friary “Mother of the Redeemer”
 8210 W. State Rd. 48 
 Bloomington, IN 47404 
 Phone: 812-825-4742 
 E-mail:fi theotokos@bluemarble.net 

 Vocation Director:
 Fr. Joseph Michael Mary 
 Marian Friary “Mother of the Redeemer”
 8210 W. State Rd. 48 
 Bloomington, IN 47404 
 Phone: 812-825-4742  
 E-mail:ffi vocations@bluemarble.net 
                  

 Marian Conquest:
www.fi guadalupe.com
mconquest@bluemarble.net


