
Change for Change is a coin drive fundraising competition that 
engages elementary school students to raise money for the American Red Cross.

The Red Cross cannot prevent and alleviate human suffering in the face of emergencies 
without the money to do so. That means thousands of people would not have basic 
needs after a home fire or a shelter to stay in following a natural disaster. This activity 
provides a simple but effective way to help us continue to serve. In addition, it gives your 
school the opportunity to introduce elementary school students to the Red 
Cross. Who better to reach out to them than you? 

The first step to planning this activity is to  
      contact your local Red Cross chapter. The chapter will be able to 
provide the available Change for Change resources kit and support to your 
fundraiser. Once your local chapter is on board, begin this activity with the 
following steps:

Be sure you have the approval of the school administration to 
begin the Change for Change fundraiser. 

Determine how to structure your coin drive competition. Be sure to 
reference the Change for Change Activity Guide. Decide what 
grades will be competing. How long will the competition last? 
How will the winners be rewarded? The best method is to have 
classes compete against one another in a week-long competition 
for a great prize. With elementary school students, an ice cream party 
can be a strong incentive. Who doesn’t love a good sundae?

Decide what kinds of containers you will use to collect the coins. You can use 
buckets, unbreakable jars, water cooler jugs, or other containers of your choice. 
You will want to be sure that you have enough containers for each participating 
class. You may also wish to creatively label the container to identify the cause to 
which the funds will benefit.

DiD you know?

In 2011, the Red Cross 
responded to nearly 
63,000 fires, nearly 

2,000 floods  
and more than  
520 tornadoes.

youthinvolvement@redcross.org

want more information? 
Email us!



You’re all set to begin! To make it easy, simply follow the steps 
below to start your Change for Change fundraiser:

• Frequently refer to the Change for Change Activity Guide.

• Schedule to speak at the next faculty/staff meeting to explain the Change for Change 
fundraiser to the teachers.

• Arrange to visit individual classrooms or schedule a school assembly to introduce the 
Red Cross and the fundraiser to the students. Your local Red Cross Chapter will 
provide a resources kit that contains take-home letters to be distributed to the 
students.

• Remind students throughout the week about the fundraiser. You may want to have 
posters hung in the hallways or make a public address announcement in the morning.

• On collection day, pick up the containers with the coins.

• Count the money, being sure to credit the classes accordingly.

• Announce totals, and give the winning class its prize! You should also send a thank 
you note or card to all classes that participated.

Although this fundraiser is a very basic activity, it can have a lasting impact. Talk to your 
chapter about getting trained in basic first aid and return to the school to teach students. 
This will help to keep a younger generation involved with the Red Cross. If your group is 
looking for more ways to get involved, check out the other available activity guides in the 
areas of preparedness, fundraising and blood.

Before beginning, get in 
touch with your local Red 
Cross chapter or station 
for assistance. You can 
find contact information  

at redcross.org. 

Shake it up!

 » Create posters that monitor 
the progress of each class.

 » Become a trained First Aid/
CPR instructor and return to 
your school to conduct train-
ing sessions for students, 
teachers and parents.

 » Share this Change for 
Change fundraiser idea with 
other schools in your area.

Show and tell

 » Share pictures and videos of 
your Change for Change 
fundraiser by sending them 
to youthinvolvement@
redcross.org. 

 » Do you know about 
Schooltube? Share a video 
of your Change for Change 
at schooltube.com! 
Include the name of the 
activity in the title of your 
video. 

Resources

 » Take-home letter: The take-
home letter is available in 
the Change for Change 
resource kit provided by your 
local Red Cross Chapter.


