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American Red Cross Quilt 

Elementary Level 

 

Objectives:  

1. To help the American Red Cross reach a young audience of students across the country. 

2. To connect students with their local American Red Cross chapters. 

3. To help promote disaster preparedness, blood services and American Red Cross fundraising 

efforts. 

Materials Needed: 

Elementary Level Guided Reading on Clara Barton and the Red Cross, glue and/or glue sticks, scissors, 

6x6 inch square of white construction paper (1 per student), Bulletin Board paper or roll of craft paper, 

crayons, markers, glitter, ribbons, colored pencils, felt or fabric pieces. 

 

Procedures: 

1. As a class or as individual students, read the Elementary Level Guided Reading on Clara Barton 

and the History of the American Red Cross. 

2. The teacher should conduct a class discussion on the Guided Reading and be sure the students 

have a good understanding of who Clara Barton was, how the American Red Cross was 

developed and the services the American Red Cross provides. 

3. The teacher should also identify the local American Red Cross chapter for the students by 

visiting http://www.redcross.org/find-your-local-chapter. 

4. The teacher should ask students if they have ever seen a quilt. Ask the students to explain what 

a quilt looks like and how a quilt is made. 

a. If accessible, the teacher may wish to bring a quilt to show the students. 

5. The teacher should explain that each student will create a paper quilt square that will become a 

part of a large class quilt about the American Red Cross. 

a. In order to best explain the project to the students, the teacher may wish to create an 

example of an American Red Cross quilt square to display. 

http://www.redcross.org/find-your-local-chapter
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6. The students should be instructed to choose one aspect of either Clara Barton’s life, the history 

of the American Red Cross or one of the services the American Red Cross provides to illustrate 

their 6x6 inch construction paper square.   

7. The Teacher should instruct the students to develop their illustration and add a brief caption 

under the picture.  Students can place their name in small writing in one of the lower corners on 

the front of the square. 

a. The students should be instructed to use the entire area of the square. 

8. The students should be creative with their design and encouraged to use crayons, colored 

pencils, markers, glitter, ribbons, felt or other fabric pieces. 

9. Once the students have completed their quilt squares, the teacher should plan the placement of 

the squares on large craft or bulletin board paper to create a large rectangle. The squares should 

touch edge to edge.  

a. Depending on the number of students within the class, the teacher may need to create 

extra illustrated squares or may wish to create one larger square for the middle of the 

quilt and have the student squares surround it. (Optional: If using a large square for the 

middle the teacher may wish to include any of the following: an illustration, a title for 

the quilt, the name of school or class.) 

10. Once the placement has been planned, begin to mount the squares on the large craft/bulletin 

board paper using glue. Be sure that the glue covers the back of each square thoroughly so the 

corners do not rise and curl.   

11. Once the quilt has been assembled, the quilt may be displayed in the classroom, hallway or 

maybe even donated to the local chapter of the American Red Cross. 


