
Why are we making the change to use GLN’s?  

What has been completed so far? 

Does the Phase 1 and Phase 2 implementation 

impact current verification processes? 

When will the conversion of existing EBID's to GLN's 

occur? 

After the conversion, the EBID code and the GLN 

will be the same value.  How can I distinguish 

between the two if I need to?

I have only used the DUNS-based EBIDs and only 

store the nine characters in my system and plug in 

the suffixed zeros as part of my mapping.  Does the 

change mean I will now have to store all 13 

characters now? 

Phase 1 and Phase 2 of this project have been completed and were installed to production on September 15, 

2012. Phase 1 and Phase 2 includes eliminating requesting verification from Dun & Bradstreet and beginning to 

issue GLN's for new entities that have EBID's requested and and place the GLN number into both the GLN and 

the EBID field.

No, the same verification process is in place which is based upon subscriber request.

The conversion of all existing DUNS-based and AGIIS assigned EBID's will occur in a single conversion process the 

weekend of February 15, 2015. 

D&B Transition Task Force Recommendations 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

AgGateway has approved the change to move away from DUNS-based codes because, for the most part, the 

DUNS number no longer meets the needs of the industry.  Dun and Bradstreet is primarily interested in a 

company’s credit worthiness and status, whereas the agriculture industry uses the EBID as a means to locate a 

point in space.  The GLN is designed specifically to enumerate locations and is actually a better choice than the 

DUNS for this purpose.  

For messaging purposes, look to the qualifier (EDI) or attribute (XML) to tell you what code is being sent.  In EDI 

messaging, the EBID is generally qualified as a “9” meaning DUNS + 4. 

Yes. As a general rule, the GLN will not have four trailing zero's in every case and it is critical to capture and store 

all 13-digits of the GLN identifier. 



In regard to extracts, now that the GLN will be used 

for the EBID, what is the impact for my subset 

extracts?

Can I retain my DUNS-based EBID as my EDI or XML 

trading partner ID?

Why can't we wait to convert the codes until after 

the reporting program year

What if my trading partner(s) does not make the 

change?  How will I know who’s ready and who is 

not? 

What if I have business logic that uses the DUNS-

based EBID to assign classifications or types in my 

processing?

What if I have trading partners that aren't AGIIS 

subscribers that use EBID in messages to me? 

We encourage all trading partners becoming AGIIS subscribers to ensure that everyone is using the industry 

standard identifiers and now is a great time to join. New AgGateway members will receive a free annual 

conference registration and a free search and view subscription to AGIIS. Please contact Wendy Smith via email 

(wendy.smith@aggateway.org) or phone (919.435.0435) with any subscription fee questions.

The DBTTF, AgGateway and CSC are invested in making sure there are clear lines of communication between 

partners during the transition.  While we cannot take the place of direct partner-to-partner communication, we 

will be providing a status page of impacted subscribers and their readiness to accept the new EBID code values.  

Partners will be able to provide updates as to their readiness status and review the status of their partners.  If 

partners have concerns about any given company’s readiness, they are encouraged to reach out to that partner 

directly.

Impacted subscribers will need to develop a work around to base those classifications on something other than 

the DUNS number.

Those subscribers that manage their subsets using extract file maintenance will still be able to do so.  The EBID 

Extract will still only contain entities enumerated with the EBID.  Even though the code value will be the same as 

the GLN, the EBusiness Extract won’t suddenly start to have growers or farm businesses in it – unless those 

growers and farm businesses previously qualified for an EBID.  Those subscribers that need to filter out EBID 

entities from GLN extracts, for whatever reason, can do so by adding some comparison processing between the 

two files.

Yes, if your company “owns” the DUNS number being used for the partner ID.   If you intend to use the DUNS-

based EBID for your partner ID, you should qualify it as “DUNS + 4” which is a standard ANSI identification value 

and notify any trading partners of your change. 

 We understand that this is not a small undertaking, and the group solicited input from all councils and segments 

using the EBID as to the “best” time of year to complete the migration.  There really wasn’t a best time, but the 

least painful time was the January/February time frame.  Our goal is to make the transition as painless as 

possible but we know that complications exist.



Will there be any changes in connectivity between 

trading partners? 

What about my FTP use? 

What about sending file to AGIIS? 

What if I have additional questions? Josh Wall Member Services

jwall9@csc.com member.services@aggateway.org

913-469-8700 ext. 4134 1-866-251-8618

Version 2 -Revised 5/21/2014

Effective February 15, 2015 (after the Phase 3 conversion, subscribers will need to use the GLN based identifier 

in the existing schema to identify themselves for the purpose of connecting and sending information to AGIIS. 

Processes that will need to be updated include Web Services, GLN Bulk files, Product Import files, License Import 

and Agreement Import files

No, this is not an eConnectivity project and there will not be any changes to EDI and/or XML file formats and 

schemas. Additionally, the EDI and XML message envelope/header information is determined by each trading 

partner and since AGIIS does not store this informaiton, it is not impacted by the decision to transition away 

from a Dun & Bradstreet based EBID. For a full list of EDI and XML schemas, please visit AgGateway.org > 

Standards and Tools

The FTP User ID is tied to a DUNS-based EBID but will continue to work normally during this conversion. 

Subscribers will be migrated to using a new GLN-based User ID within 90- days of the conversion
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