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September 2012 Conner’s Corner 
Gone Fishin’

Rod will be back next month! 

September 2012 AgGateway Annual Meeting &  
Conference Update 

Annual Meeting Registration & Sponsorships Now Available
By Judy Warf, SSI

Summer is winding down and that means the 2012 AgGateway Annual Meeting and Conference is 
just around the corner. Have you made plans to join us in Albuquerque, NM on November 5th – 8th 
where we will learn about ‘eBusiness Without Walls . . . Collaboration, Integration and Innovation’? 
If you haven’t registered yet, now is the time do so! Registrations received on or before October 5th 
will be entered in a drawing to win a free room upgrade to a suite at the Hyatt Albuquerque. To reg-
ister, view the conference agenda, or simply gather more information about this event, click here.

We are excited to introduce our keynote speaker, Garrett Lofto, President, Simplot AgriBusiness 
Group presenting ‘Influences on Agriculture and How Will They Shape Our Future?’. In this presen-
tation, Mr. Lofto will discuss how the evolution of agriculture continues to accelerate across all 
segments of our industry and that we should anticipate this acceleration to continue. He will review 
key influences providing both opportunities and challenges and he will ask the questions ‘How will 
we address these headwinds and stay strong? How can we shape ourselves to compete in a world 
without walls where information moves as it occurs?’ This is going to be a presentation everyone 
will be able to relate to and won’t want to miss!

A conference of this scope and size would not be possible without the generous contributions from 
our sponsors. The conference committee would like to extend our sincere thanks to all our sponsors 
for helping to shape and expand the AgGateway Annual Conference. There are many sponsorship 
opportunities still available including the Gateways to Ag Careers program. This is a great oppor-
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tunity to introduce the future leaders in the ag industry to 
AgGateway. 

To sponsor a student at the conference, Contact Darlene Gib-
son at darlene.gibson@agdata.net or visit our sponsor page of 
the annual conference website by clicking here.

P.S. – Don’t forget to investigate early voting options in your 
area. The Presidential election will take place on Tuesday, 
November 6th. Act now to make sure your vote counts! Google 
‘absentee voting’ for your state for more information.

Educational Sessions Offered at Annual 
Conference  
By Judy Warf, SSI 

Have you struggled with ways to align your organization in-
house to prepare for an e-connectivity project? Do you ever 
wonder who the Allied Providers are and what types of services 
they offer? Have you heard talk about ‘The Cloud’ and won-
dered what that meant to your organization? What about Preci-
sion Ag – have you ever wanted to learn more about this area 
of agribusiness but never had the opportunity? If you answered 
yes to any of these questions, the AgGateway Annual Meeting 
and Conference held November 5th - 8th in Albuquerque, NM 
is a great opportunity to find answers to those questions and 
more!

As the AgGateway membership grows each year, so do the op-
portunities to educate our members about our growing list of 
projects or industry relevant topics. In 2012, we are offering six 
unique educational sessions scheduled throughout the confer-
ence. Review the conference agenda for more details on times 
for each of our educational sessions.

They are:

•	 Coffee Shop Discussion: eBusiness Above the Walls . . . 
Cloud-Enabled Collaboration, Integration and Innovation

•	 AgGateway: Tools for eConnectivity

•	 The Basics of Precision Agriculture

•	 The Impact of Precision Ag to AgGateway and Ag

•	 Getting the Most From Your Allied Provider

•	 Software Integration Working Meeting

As you can see, we have a session for everyone. Want to know 
more? Visit our web site at www.aggateway.org and check out 
the event tab for more information about the Annual Confer-
ence.

What’s New in Crop Protection 
By Victoria Peoples, Bayer CropScience 

 What hurts? Where are we spending our time? What can we 
do better? We are connecting, now what? These are all ques-
tions the Crop Protection Council (CPC) asked themselves at 

the beginning of 2012. And, with the help of Marilyn Hunter 
(AgGateway), our chair Cindy Camacci (DuPont) and vice-chair 
Dave Hoyt (United Suppliers) led us on a discovery to find the 
answers. 

We started this journey by taking a look at our mission state-
ment. We felt like it no longer reflected our purpose. Therefore, 
we adopted a new one. Our new statement is, “The Crop Pro-
tection Council will lead and promote the value of information 
exchange and it’s efficiencies to drive business value.” 

Using the new statement as our guide, we had discussions 
on where to focus our efforts. We determined that the crop 
protection industry had three main areas of pain points. 
Specifically, data quality, GPOS (grower point of sale) report-
ing/reconciliation, and access to regulatory/label information 
electronically were identified as the biggest issues.  As you can 
imagine, identification was the easy part. Now comes the chal-
lenge. Our next action is to break down each issue and flush 
out the specific sources of pain and priorities for our focus. 
Over the next several weeks we will be conducting a series 
of phone forums to further discuss each topic and document 
specific issues. 

We in the CPC are very excited about things to come and the 
progress we will make to meet our new Mission Statement. 
Please reach out to the CPC if you would like to participate and 
be a part of our journey.

September 2012 AGIIS Update
Dun & Bradstreet Transition Task Force Update –
Preparing for the GLN Conversion
By Matt Weeks, AGIIS Product Manager

The Dun & Bradstreet Transition Task Force (DBTTF) recommen-
dations to replace the current Dun & Bradstreet EBID’s with 
GLN based numbers is well underway and as we enter the fall, 
there are a number of resources, Webinars and tools available 
to subscribers to provide information needed to make sure this 
transition is smooth and seamless for all subscribers. 

First, it is important to note that development for the first two 
phases of this project, which involve stopping requests for Dun 
& Bradstreet verification and enumeration of EBID numbers 
and begins using the GLN assigned to new entities to popu-
late the EBID field, is complete and will be implemented the 
weekend of September 15, 2012.  While the GLN is a 13-digit 
identifier, the same length as the previous EBID identifier, it is 
important to note that the newly enumerated entity records 
will not have four trailing zeros as the previous EBID identifiers.

Secondly, it is important to note that the Phase 3 implementa-
tion to replace the current EBID numbers with GLN numbers in 
a major update will occur the weekend of February 9-10, 2013.  
During this conversion process, all EBID numbers which are not 
based on a GLN will be removed and the corresponding GLN 
will be placed in the EBID field. It is important to note that the 
EBID field will not be removed, but only the identifier in that 
field will be updated to the existing GLN for that entity record. 
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To aid AGIIS subscribers during the Phase 3 conversion in 
February, there are a number of informational Webinars that 
are scheduled that will allow subscribers to ask questions, 
review and understand critical information on the updates 
and leverage key tools that should be utilized before and after 
the conversion process to synchronize your internal business 
systems with AGIIS. 

Information on the process, as well as links to Frequently Asked 
Questions, resources available and a full list of the scheduled 
Webinars and interactive sessions is available HERE on the Ag-
Gateway Website.

For more information or if you have any specific questions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact myself or Member Services at 
the contact information below. 

Contact:

Member Services  

MemberServices@aggateway.org

1-866-251-8618

Matt Weeks

matt.week@aggateway.org

1-913-469-8700 

Ext. 3969  

September 2012 Spade Project Update 
By Marilyn Hunter, AgGateway Enabling Services Director

At this writing, the Spade Project has completed their com-
mitment period and as of 8/20/2012, there are 27 companies 
that have committed to this project.  Those companies are:  Ag 
Connections, AGCO Corporation, AgIntegrated, Inc., Ag Leader 
Technology, Agrian, Inc., CDMS, Ceres Solutions, CNH Americas, 
Crop IMS, LLC, GEOSYS, Inc., GROWMARK, Inc, Heartland Co-
operative, Hemisphere GPS, John Deere, Mapshots, Monsanto 
Company, Premier Crop Systems, LLC, ProAg, Raven Industries, 
River Valley Cooperative, Southern States Cooperative, SST 
Software, Syngenta, TopCon Positioning Systems, Trimble, Win-
field Solutions and ZedX, Inc. This is project has now set a new 
level for the participation in a collaborative industry project!

The project kick-off meeting was held in Ankeny, IA on August 
8-10. This project is divided into three working groups to tackle 
the aggressive schedule of the project.  The three working 
groups are:

•	 WG1 – Use Cases

•	 WG2 – Work Orders and Job Logs

•	 WG3 – Reference Data

The working groups are progressing and will be meeting again 
the first week in October at AGCO’s Global Learning Center in 
Duluth, Georgia, USA.

•	 The Spade Project involves the trading/sharing of agricul-
tural data between farmers (and their field machinery) and 

the companies with the goal of promoting efficient opera-
tions. This data sharing requires the use of a common lan-
guage among companies and equipment manufacturers.

•	 The Spade Project Team intends to adopt existing stan-
dards and if a gap exists, develop standards for the auto-
matic exchange of ag-related data between customers, 
businesses, and other stakeholders. These standards will 
promote a seamless, scalable and sustainable producer 
operation by lowering the barrier for adoption of precision 
ag products. Agriculture companies will benefit by remov-
ing interoperability issues, thereby lowering development 
costs.

Jim Wilson, AgGateway’s Standards Director will be leading 
this project with support from Ralph Hertlein, OAGi’s VP of Op-
erations and Marilyn Hunter, AgGateway’s Enabling Services 
Director.

If your company is interested in joining this project, please 
contact Marilyn Hunter, (Marilyn@aggateway.org) as soon as 
possible.

September Future Vision Task Force  
Update 

FUTURE VISION TASK FORCE NEEDS YOUR HELP!

by Wendy Smith, AgGateway EVP/COO

The Future Vision Task Force continues to meet weekly and just 
completed their third face-to-face meeting on August 28 and 
29, 2012. They are now at the point where they critically need 
your feedback and input on the ideas discussed to date to help 
further develop the concept. The first communication to the 
Input Feedback Group was just sent out to solicit information 
about business processes such as which processes need to be 
enabled and what do you need to enable these processes.

If you are interested in providing input on this and/or for the 
development of the platform concept, or know someone that 
would be, enroll NOW in the Future Vision Task Force Input/
Feedback Group by clicking FVTF IF Group or by going to 
www.aggateway.org and clicking on the links provided on 
both the AgGateway home page under AgGateway News in 
the article entitled “Provide Your Ideas/Feedback to the Future 
Vision Task Force – Enroll in FVTF Input Feedback Group” and 
on the Future Vision Task Force web page.
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