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Conner’s Corner - October 2012 
A Summer of Accomplishment
by Rod Conner, AgGateway

In early September I made the not-so-startling discovery that, all at once, almost everyone came 
back from summer vacations. The “I’m out of the office until next week/month” messages came 
to a screeching halt. My email inbox woke-up and resumed its usual practice of overloading me 
with more information than one person can possibly read in a lifetime. And last, but not least, the 
AgGateway Marketing and Communications Committee took down my “gone fishin’” sign from this 
space in the newsletter.

From where I sit, it appears that many of you must not have taken much time off for vacation after 
all. I can tell because of all that the AgGateway community has accomplished over the summer. 
Here are a few highlights worth mentioning:

Since my last newsletter article at the start of the summer, AgGateway has added seven new mem-
ber companies to bring the total to 156. Almost every new member told us that they joined at the 
urging of an existing member that wants to get connected with them. Outstanding!

Seed Connectivity II has not slowed down a bit. In fact, the companies involved in that project have 
been picking up the pace of implementation for the first set of transactions and now are into discus-
sions about how to standardize the complex processes related to seed bookings.

The Precision Ag Council’s SPADE project sped up over the summer, if that’s possible. The project 
is on an aggressive schedule to enhance the ability of disparate systems to exchange data and to 
improve growers’ ability to make better use of both technology and the data.

Just this past week, our Canadian Crop Protection members made the decision to start work on the 
Crop Protection Canada Connectivity (CPCC) Project. The project will mirror the transactions of the 
AEC Project that was such a great success for the crop protection segment a few years back.

The Directory Oversight and Future Vision Committees have continued work over the summer and 
have made significant strides to improve AGIIS by implementing past task force recommendations 
and working on a vision for the future platform.

Everyone involved in these activities, and the others that I failed to mention, is to be congratulated! 
None of it could be done without your talents, dedication, and desire to collaborate to improve the 
ag industry and at the same time your company’s productivity and profitability.

The next big event coming up is the 2012 Annual Conference – ‘eBusiness Without Walls . . . Collabo-
ration, Integration and Innovation.’ The goal of every AgGateway conference is to inform, educate, 
and inspire. We guarantee that you will learn something at the Annual Conference that you can take 
back home with you. So, if you want to take your company’s eBusiness accomplishments to new 
heights and get the most from your investment, the Annual conference is a must for you to attend. 
If you haven’t registered, now is the time!

I’ll see you in Albuquerque!
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The “Key” to being a Successful New  
Member 
A Discussion with Frank Rydl of Key Cooperative 
By Nancy Appelquist, Entira 

We’ve all been in this situation – when you went off to college, 
when you started a new job or moved into a new neighbor-
hood. You are excited and ready for the change, but you feel 
a little overwhelmed by all you need to learn about your new 
situation. Sometimes it can be like trying to drink from a fire 
hose. Each of us has experienced that as individuals and to 
some extent we experienced it as part of an organization when 
we joined AgGateway.

I remember attending my first annual meeting in 2006, not 
quite fully understanding how all the councils and committees 
were organized, or how they worked in concert towards meet-
ing the goals of the organization. In light of this, the Member-
ship and Communications Committee decided to interview 
Frank Rydl of Key Cooperative to gain some insight on how 
they were so successful in rapidly assimilating into AgGateway. 
The first meeting Frank attended was the annual meeting in 
2010 in Tampa, FL. At that meeting Frank joined the other new 
members at the first-time attendee orientation luncheon. That 
meeting provided a good overall base and helped him under-
stand the different components of AgGateway. It also provided 
the opportunity to meet other new members who were in 
the same boat. Frank also pointed out that as a retail member 
he was able to attend any of the scheduled meetings – this 
allowed him to get a better feel for those councils/committees 
that he thought might be most appealing to Key Cooperative.

Things started to gel even more when Frank attended the mid-
year meeting in Minnesota in the summer of 2011. As the coun-
cils and committees got down to business the level of detail 
discussed allowed new members to really see what initiatives 
were being worked on and understand how members could 
contribute. Frank was particularly impressed with how people 
from all the different groups would listen and gain insight and 
feedback from each other. Members put down the customer/
company relationships that existed outside AgGateway which 
allowed all input to count equally.

Subsequent to the mid-year meeting, Frank became involved 
with two groups – the Seed Connectivity II Project and the 
Membership and Communications Committee. In addition, 
other members of Key’s leadership had been involved with 
AgGateway. The IT manager at Key attended a meeting relat-
ing to AGIIS. Although initially the purpose for attending the 
meeting was very narrow in scope, the IT manager came away 
with much more valuable information and insight than he ever 
intended to gain.

In summary, the things that seemed to help Frank and Key 
Cooperative the most in moving from a new member to an 
active, contributing member was first getting a good orienta-
tion, second attending the two primary face-to-face meetings, 
third becoming involved in a few of the councils and commit-
tees that were most relevant for them and finally having several 

members of the organization involved to cover all points of 
interest. Key Cooperative is now an active, valuable member of 
AgGateway and that’s the key to all of our success.

Are you Ready for AgGateway’s Annual 
Conference?  
By Judy Warf, SSI

It’s October and that means many are finalizing travel plans 
to Albuquerque, NM on November 6-8 to attend the 2012 
AgGateway Annual Meeting and Conference. If you haven’t 
registered for this event yet, visit the Conference website to 
register, review the agenda and learn a little more about ‘eBusi-
ness Without Walls . . . Collaboration, Integration and Innova-
tion’. Don’t forget to make reservations at the Hyatt Regency 
by October 14th to ensure you receive our special AgGateway 
room rate of $139 per night.

In August we introduced the conference closing speaker, Sarah 
Miller Caldicott and today, we’d like to present our remaining 
speakers. Garrett Lofto opens the conference as our Key-
note Speaker on Tuesday, November 6th. As President of the 
Simplot AgriBusiness Group, Mr. Lofto will present ‘Influences 
on Agriculture and How Will They Shape our Future’. In this 
presentation, he will discuss the accelerated changes coming 
in agriculture and will review ways to remain competitive in a 
‘world without walls’. Rick Hutley, Vice President, Global Inno-
vations Practice for the Cisco Internet Business Solutions Group 
(IBSG) will immediately follow with a presentation on ‘Tech-
nologies That are Changing our World’ where he shares Cisco’s 
insight into the technological horizon. From augmented reality 
to sensor networks, social networks to video based collabora-
tion, Rick will share with us some of the many ways technology 
will change the way we will live, learn, work, and play in the 
future. Our speakers continue on Wednesday, November 7th 
with Steve Cubbage, President of Prime Meridian presenting 
‘The Precision Tower of Babel’. Steve will address the need to 
“connect the disconnected” within the precision industry with 
a common language and potential ramifications of not taking 
this important step. As demonstrated above, we have a great 
line-up of informative, insightful presentations waiting for you 
at the Annual Conference!

Ensuring a successful conference takes the efforts of many 
working together and that includes all of our generous spon-
sors. The Conference Committee would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all of the 2012 sponsors for their contributions 
to ensure this event is a memorable and valuable experience 
for everyone. Thanks to our Titanium Sponsors, AgData and 
BASF, to our Platinum Sponsors, Monsanto, Mosaic, Slingshot, 
and Syngenta, and to our Gold Sponsors, Informatica and 
Oracle. Thanks also to AGCO, AMVAC, CSC, Dow AgroSciences, 
Global Range, Growmark, Helena, Simplot, Southern States, 
SSI, Wilbur Ellis, Winfield, and XS Inc.

If your organization hasn’t committed to a sponsorship yet, 
be sure to review the available sponsorships by clicking here 
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or contact Darlene Gibson at darlene.gibson@agdata.net for 
more information on ways you can support the AgGateway 
Annual Meeting and Conference.

New Member Mentor Program to Benefit 
New Member Companies
By Marcia Rhodus, Monsanto 

With the increased number of new members AgGateway has 
been experiencing, the Membership and Communications 
Committee has been focused on developing a program to help 
new members quickly assimilate into the organization. 

The committee has developed a “mentor” program to match 
new members with current ones who will focus on maintain-
ing a connection with the new member company. The purpose 
of the program is to provide new members with information 
about the various Councils, Committees and Projects spon-
sored by AgGateway and helps introduce them to others 
within the organization with similar interests. Our goal with 
the “mentor” program is to get new members active within the 
Councils and Committees as well as to participate in projects 
that will increase the electronic connections across our mem-
bership. 

The committee will be reaching out to each Council request-
ing they provide a list of individuals within their group that 
would like to become a “mentor”. Anyone interested in serving 
as a “mentor” can email Marcia Rhodus at marcia.k.rhodus@
monsanto.com for more details. 

In the future, the committee will be focused on creating a 
toolbox of materials that a “mentor” and members can utilize 
to promote AgGateway and our mission.

Dun & Bradstreet Transition  
Implementation Update
Preparing for the GLN Conversion 
By Matt Weeks, AgGateway’s AGIIS Product Manager

The Dun & Bradstreet Transition Task Force (DBTTF) recommen-
dations to replace the current Dun & Bradstreet EBID’s with 
GLN based numbers is continuing to progress. The initial two 
phases of this project, which involve stopping requests for Dun 
& Bradstreet verification and enumeration of EBID numbers 
and begin using the GLN assigned to new entities to populate 
the EBID field, is complete and in production.

The Phase 3 implementation to replace the current EBID num-
bers with GLN numbers is scheduled to occur the weekend of 
February 9-10, 2013. During this conversion process, all EBID 
numbers which are not based on a GLN will be removed and 
the corresponding GLN will be placed in the EBID field. It is 
important to note that the EBID field will not be removed, only 
the 13-digit number in that field will be updated to the exist-

ing GLN for that entity record.

There have been a lot of questions about the impact to 
e-connectivity and it is important to note that this is not an 
e-connectivity project, but rather is analogous to the NAPD/HP 
ID to GLN conversion that occurred in 2007. In this conversion, 
while the EBID 13-digit identifiers themselves will be changing, 
there will not be any impact file formats and schemas.

What is NOT changing?

•	 EDI/XML Message Headers

•	 The Partner ID is determined by each trading partner and 
can be a DUN number, a company name, or any other 
value determined by the trading partners. 

•	 Message Payload Qualifiers

•	 Although the GLN and in some cases the EBID are not 
identified as attributes in pre 5.0 schemas, there will not 
be an impact to connectivity or messages except for the 
actual 13-digit identifiers being changed as part of the 
conversion process. 

•	 Bulk File Formats–such as Entity Subset Extracts, Entity 
Update Extracts 

•	 Web Interface

•	 Web Services

To aid AGIIS subscribers during the Phase 3 conversion occur-
ring in February, there are a number of informational Webinars 
that are scheduled that will allow subscribers to ask questions, 
review and understand critical information on the updates 
and leverage key tools that should be utilized before and after 
the conversion process to synchronize your internal business 
systems with AGIIS.

Information on the process, as well as links to Frequently 
Asked Questions, resources available and a full list of the 
scheduled Webinars and interactive sessions is available on the 
AgGateway Web site here. 

Seed Connectivity–II (SC-II) Project Up-
date
by Marilyn Hunter, AgGateway’s Enabling Services

As of the end of September the Seed Connectivity–II (SC-II) 
Project is well under way. The following participating compa-
nies: AgData, AgVantage, AgWorks, Central Valley Ag, Ceres 
Solutions, Co-Alliance, Control, Crop Production Services, Dow, 
E-Markets, GlobalRange, GROWMARK, Heartland Co-op, Hel-
ena Chemicals, Key Cooperative, Monsanto, River Valley Coop, 
SSI/Agvance, Syngenta, Wilbur-Ellis, Winfield, XS, Inc. have 
been busy working on Phase 1 implementation and Phase 2 
design.

Phase 1 consists of connecting electronically with the Ship-
Notice, Invoice, PriceSheet (optional) and ProductMovemen-
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tReport messages. We currently have completed 17 of the 113 
connections (15%) to date. Target is to have 50% of the new-
targeted connections for Phase 1 completed by 12/31/2012, 
and 80% completed by 4/1/2013.

Phase 2 consists of connecting electronically the product 
availability, booking, order and intra-company transfers 
(optional) messages.  We have had two face-to-face meetings 
to determine the requirements, and discuss the business use 
cases.  A sub-group is currently reviewing draft messages to 
ensure requirements are met. The target is to complete the 
scope by October; design the messages, business processes 
and business rules by 12/31/2012; 50% of the implementation 
by 9/1/2013 and 80% of the implementation by 9/1/2014.

Any questions regarding this project can be directed to Mari-
lyn Hunter, Enabling Services Director at marilyn@aggateway.
org.

Congrats to Our Survey Winner 

Congratulations to Ed Nimtz from Dow AgroSciences! He is 
the winner of a $100 American Express Gift Card for taking the 
time to provide feedback on the AgGateway eConnectivity 
survey. We appreciate everyone who participated and pro-
vided feedback.

October 2012 Newsletter  Volume 6 Number 4

4


