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Conner’s Corner - November 2012 
AgGateway’s Future Direction

by Rod Conner, AgGateway

Every organization needs to have clear vision and mission statements on which to base its goals and 
activities, and AgGateway is no exception.   Our vision is “to be the recognized international source 
for enabling the use of information and communication technologies (eBusiness) for Agriculture.”  
Our mission then, and you’ve heard me say it hundreds of times, is “to promote, enable and expand 
eBusiness in Agriculture.”

Back in 2009 the AgGateway Board of Directors created the “Future Direction Committee”.  This 
committee convened that year to create the 2010-2012 AgGateway Strategic Plan.  The committee 
came together again this year to assess the state of that plan and to develop the plan for 2013-2015.  
What’s important about this work is how the members of AgGateway direct the organization’s lead-
ership and staff to move AgGateway toward achieving the vision.  The plan is also the framework 
in which we develop our annual objectives and establish the membership dues needed to achieve 
those goals.

In its June meeting, the Board of Directors approved the strategic plan for 2013-2015.  In its October 
meeting they approved the 2013 Tactical Plan, budget and dues structure.  I’m very pleased with 
the direction that the Future Direction Committee and Board of Directors have laid out for us going 
forward.  The plan is strongly focused on our mission and on making the organization stronger.   The 
following four points summarize the strategic objectives that were adopted.

•	 Promote the value and benefits of eBusiness and membership in AgGateway

•	 Reduce implementation barriers for companies of all sizes

•	 Become a valued partner to other industry groups

•	 Develop and maintain strong councils and committees

You’ll be hearing more about these objectives and details about how we plan to meet them over 
the coming months.  The first opportunity for that will be at the 2012 Annual Conference – ‘eBusi-
ness Without Walls . . . Collaboration, Integration and Innovation.’  During the annual meeting gen-
eral session, I’ll report how well we did with the 2010-2012 plan and will provide more details about 
how we’ll carry out the new plan.  You’ll also hear about the work being done by the SPADE project 
in Precision Ag and on our newest council, the Grain Council. These are two groups are working to 
improve their industry segments and help AgGateway achieve its mission.  You won’t want to miss 
those presentations.

I’ll see you in Albuquerque!
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2012 Annual Conference Updates 
See You in Albuquerque November 6! 
By Judy Warf, SSI

As we move into the final days before the Annual Confer-
ence, we encourage late planners to come to the meeting and 
register on-site! Given the flurry of registrations in recent weeks 
we’ve already broken our previous registration records and 
anticipate that this will be a great conference! 

Remember that the educational sessions begin bright and early 
Tuesday morning at 8:00 a.m with a “Coffee Shop” discussion on 
cloud-enabled collaboration, integration and innovation; and a 
concurrent session on the basics of precision agriculture. We’ve 
planned more educational programming and networking op-
portunities than ever before. 

The conference wouldn’t be possible without the support 
of our many terrific sponsors – be sure to thank them when 
you see them at the meeting: Adaptris, AgCIO, AGCO Corp., 
AGDATA, AGIIS/AgGateway, AMVAC, BASF, CSC, CF Industries, 
Dow AgroSciences LLC, GROWMARK, Inc., Helena Chemical Co., 
Informatica, International Raw Materials, J.R. Simplot, Mon-
santo, Oracle, Raven Industries, Software Solutions Integrated, 
Southern States Cooperative, Syngenta, The Mosaic Co., Wilbur-
Ellis, Winfield, and XS, Inc.

Also be sure to greet new attendees and new members, and 
share with them all that AgGateway has to offer. And, last but 
not least, don’t forget to get your ballot in before November 6 
for the national election. 

All the information you need on the conference can be found 
here. We look forward to seeing you soon!

New Member Welcome
Welcome New Member AbeTech
By Nancy Appelquist, Entira

AbeTech was founded in 1992 with the mission of being “rec-
ognized as America’s chosen Supply Chain & Logistics Solution 
Provider, with an emphasis on manufacturing, distribution and 
field mobility, as measured by quality of service, knowledge 
base, and total profits.”

AbeTech collaborates with its clients to design, integrate and 
support complete solutions that optimize the flow and man-
agement of people, inventory and assets in order to reach peak 
productivity. They achieve success by developing bar code 
and RFID solutions based on an extensive knowledge base, 
impactful client relationships, and passion for excellence in 
serving supply chain and logistics needs. AbeTech provides 
state-of-the-art bar code and RFID data-collection solutions, to 
help customers better maintain inventory records, manage and 
track assets and increase worker productivity by automating 
data-collection tasks and minimizing manual paperwork.

AbeTech is excited about expanding its presence in the agri-

cultural space and bringing the experience gained through 
their traditional customers from industries such as food, retail, 
medical devices and manufacturing. These industries have 
been using the technology AbeTech provides for quite some 
time so their membership in AgGateway will provide an expe-
rienced voice in technology that is impacting the ag business. 
AbeTech however is no stranger to agriculture since they are 
headquartered in Minnesota and have locations throughout 
the Midwest.

According to Eric Soderholm, Senior Account Executive at 
AbeTech, he first learned about AgGateway at an SSI user con-
ference where he met our CEO and #1 salesman, Rod Conner. 
Rod pointed out the benefits of becoming a member of Ag-
Gateway to Eric and the rest is history. We are looking forward 
to Eric and AbeTech’s participation in AgGateway. Please join 
me in welcoming them to our organization.

For more on AbeTech please visit their web site at www.
AbeTech.com.

GTAC Winners
Seven Bright Students Win Grants to AgGateway 
Conference
By Donna Skene, Mosaic

We are pleased to announce that seven exemplary students 
were selected to participate in the Gateway to Ag Careers 
(GTAC) program at the Annual Conference next week. These 
students demonstrated their zeal for learning about IT and 
ag careers by submitting applications and personal essays to 
compete for a spot at the AgGateway Conference.

Thanks to the nominations from companies and academia, as 
well as this year’s sponsors and robust interest in the program, 
the number of GTAC recipients almost doubled from last year. 
In viewing the students’ essays, you’ll find that the students 
presented their passion to be involved within the ag industry 
and to expand their knowledge on how eBusiness impacts the 
agricultural world. One student even changed her major from 
Nursing to Business Management to pursue a career in the ag-
riculture industry. To read the students’ inspiring short essays, 
click here – it’s a great way to get to know them, so you can 
welcome them when you meet them at the conference.

The students selected for the 2012 program are Artem 
Chernyak, Missouri University of Science & Technology; Blaine 
Nelsen, University of Minnesota; Emily Flory, Iowa State Uni-
versity; Kelly Gonsior, Western Governors University; Logan 
Bourhis, University of Regina; Mark McKown, University of 
Illinois; and Caroline Bremer, Oklahoma State University. Their 
majors range from Agricultural Business & Marketing to Infor-
mation Science. 

Each student will be assigned a mentor to shadow throughout 
the conference. The students will also participate in a roundta-
ble session where some of our members will discuss their busi-
nesses and the types of opportunities available for students 
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upon graduation. Participation in the various council sessions 
as well as the general conference sessions will round out their 
three-day experience.

The GTAC program began in 2009 to provide students major-
ing in agricultural and IT-related subjects a grant to participate 
in the conference, and to provide awareness of the many op-
portunities available to them within the agriculture industry.

Please thank this year’s GTAC sponsors – AgCIO, AGIIS/Ag-
Gateway, CSC and Winfield – and be sure to say hello to Artem, 
Blaine, Emily, Kelly, Logan, Mark and Caroline when you see 
them next week!

AGIIS Updates
Perception vs. Reality - Dun & Bradstreet Transi-
tion Implementation
By Wendy Smith, AgGateway’s EVP/COO

Everyone knows by now that the Dun & Bradstreet Transition 
which will replace EBID numbers with GLN numbers is sched-
uled to occur the weekend of February 9-10, 2013. But what 
that means appears to depend upon whom you ask….and 
there is a lot of misinformation out there.

Some think that they have to change the schema version 
they’re using, or that their export formats will change, or that 
something horrible will happen when we make the conversion. 
What will actually happen is during this conversion process, all 
EBID numbers will be replaced with the corresponding GLN. In 
a process similar to what occurs when an entity is bought out 
or replaced, the number in the EBID field will change. However, 
there are no schema changes; the EBID field remains in AGIIS 
and in all schemas, but the 13 digit number in that field will 
change. If you apply updates and accept a new EBID when an 
entity is bought out or replaced due to de-duplication, you 
should be able to use the same processes.

One concern, and a valid one, is what happens if everyone 
does not make the change in the “big bang” approach recom-
mended by the D&B Transition Task Force? This is a risk and the 
question really is “How do we mitigate our risk?” One approach 
is to look at how organizations that have to use both IDs today 
manage. There are subscribers today who have to maintain 
both the EBID and the GLN for an entity because they do busi-
ness across segments – for Crop Protection they need to use 
the EBID while for Crop Nutrition they need to use the GLN, for 
example.

To help address this issue we have scheduled a face to face 
Dun & Bradstreet Transition Working Session to discuss the 
transition from one 13-digit number to another and to share 
solutions. The session is scheduled for Tuesday, November 6, 
2012 from 8:00 am - 11:30 a.m. at the 2012 AgGateway Annual 
Conference in Albuquerque, NM. If you have ANY questions or 
concerns about the next phase in the transition from Dun & 
Bradstreet, plan to attend this session on Tuesday morning.

In addition, the following webinars and working group ses-
sions are scheduled between now and the end of the year. 

Wednesday, November 14, 2012

12:00 PM EDT

Register here

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

1:00 PM EDT

Register here

Wednesday, December 12, 2012

11:00 AM EDT

Register here

Wednesday, December 19, 2012

1:00 PM EDT

Register here

Information on the process, as well as links to Frequently 
Asked Questions and a full list of the scheduled working group 
sessions is available on the AgGateway website at: /Working-
Groups/TaskForces/DunBradstreetTransitionTaskForce.

For more information or if you have any specific questions on 
the conversion process, please don’t hesitate to contact me, 
Matt Weeks or Member Services.

Contact 

Member Services

Member.Services@AgGateway.org

1.866.251.8618

Matt Weeks

Matt.Weeks@AgGateway.org

1.913.469.8700 Ext. 3969

Project Updates

November 2012 Projects Update
by Marilyn Hunter, AgGateway’s Enabling Services

Current Active Collaborative Projects:

SPADE (Standardized Precision Ag Data Exchange) 

This is now the largest AgGateway project with 29 member 
companies now participating (and others with interest) in this 
project. Those member companies participating include: Ag 
Connections, AGCO Corporation, AgIntegrated Inc., Ag Leader 
Technology, Agrian Inc., AgWorks Software, CDMS, Ceres Solu-
tions, CNH Americas, Crop IMS LLC, GEOSYS Inc., GROWMARK 
Inc., Heartland Cooperative, Hemisphere GPS, John Deere, 
Mapshots, Monsanto Company, Premier Crop Systems LLC, 
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ProAg, Raven Industries, River Valley Cooperative, Southern 
States Cooperative, SST Software, Syngenta, TopCon Position-
ing Systems, Trimble, Wilbur-Ellis, Winfield Solutions, and ZedX 
Inc,. The Spade Project involves the trading/sharing of agricul-
tural data between farmers and the companies with the goal 
of promoting efficient operations. This data sharing requires 
the use of a common language among companies and equip-
ment manufacturers. 

•	 In October, a press release went out and we have received 
a number of email interests of companies interested in 
joining, including one from a Brazilian company.

•	 This project has developed a number of business use cas-
es, continue working on the messages between systems 
and equipment and identifying the APIs and reference 
data necessary for the implementation. 

TRP (Tonnage Reporting Project)

This project is to work with the state officials to collaborate 
on a standardized format that can be used by all states to 
streamline the process for the industry. The member compa-
nies involved in this project include: Ameropa, CF Industries, 
CHS, Inc., Cultura, International Raw Materials, Land O’Lakes, 
Loveland Products/CPS, Mosaic, Simplot, Southern States, Tes-
senderlo Kerley, Wilbur-Ellis and Vita Plus. In addition, Control 
Officials from Michigan and Missouri have been working 
closely with the group to provide support and direction.

•	 This project is moving into the pilot phase. We have 3 
states (Michigan, Virginia and Florida) who will be working 
with CPS/Loveland Industries, Vita-Plus, and Wilbur-Ellis to 
pilot both the fertilizer and feed tonnage reporting using 
an XML extract from the industry systems in a standard-
ized format that will also comply with the Uniform Fertil-
izer Tonnage Reporting System (UFTRS)

SC-II (Seed Connectivity-II) 

This project is a continuation from the SC Project where ship 
notification, invoice and sales reporting were implemented 
with 4 seed suppliers and 4 distributor/retailers, in addition, 
we’ve added price sheet and the booking/order process to be 
included in the SC-II Project. The SC-II project has 2 phases to 
the project. There are 22 member companies participating in-
cluding: AgData, AgVantage, AgWorks, Central Valley Ag, Ceres 
Solutions, Co-Alliance, Control, Crop Production Services, Dow, 
E-Markets, GlobalRange, GROWMARK, Heartland Co-op, Hel-
ena Chemicals, Key Cooperative, Monsanto, River Valley Coop, 
SSI/Agvance, Syngenta, Wilbur-Ellis, Winfield, and XS.

•	 We currently have completed over 15% of the connec-
tions of the Phase 1 (ShipNotice, Invoice, ProductMove-
mentReport and PriceSheet). The target is to have 50% of 
these new-targeted connections for Phase 1 completed by 
12/31/2012, and 80% completed by 4/1/2013.

•	 Phase 2 consists of connecting electronically the product 
availability, booking, order and intra-company transfers 
(optional) messages. We have had 2 face-to-face meetings 
to determine the requirements, and discuss the busi-

ness use cases. A sub-group is currently reviewing draft 
messages to ensure requirements are met. Target is to 
comp Scope by 9/1/2012; design the messages, business 
processes and business rules by 12/31/2012; 50% of the 
implementation by 9/1/2013 and 80% of the implementa-
tion by 9/1/2014

•	 This project will be meeting face-to-face at the AgGateway 
Annual Conference.

CPCC (Crop Protection Canada Connectivity) 

This project is restarting 4Q2012. This project is targeted at 
the Crop Protection companies in Canada. At the beginning of 
2Q/2012, there was a major channel partner acquisition that 
put this project on hold until end of 3Q/2012. The group re-
cently met and there is renewed interest to move forward with 
connectivity with those companies able to start. The scope 
of this project will be to connect electronically the Order-to-
Invoice process in the Crop Protection segment. A few in the 
seed segment will also be looking at how to leverage this work 
in that segment as well.

Other Projects

•	 PCI (Product Cost Information) – Although this project 
board has closed this project, we do still have companies 
completing their connectivity on this project.

•	 EFC (Enhanced Feed Connectivity) – This project was 
closed after the design phase, but 2 of the trading part-
ners (Mosaic and Southern States) are working separately 
using the tools created within the project to implement 
the Order-to-Invoice messages.

•	 GTTR (Germplasm, Trait, Treatment Reporting) –  
Although this project board has closed this project, there 
was some renewed interest with a couple of trading part-
ners that may try to implement utilizing the tools created 
within the project individually.

Projects being discussed:
Auto Data Capture – the Seed Council is interested in discuss-
ing with the other segments the benefits and need to review 
the current bar coding and RFID guidelines and also to look at 
other ways to auto capture product information (such as QR 
codes) that would help with trace and trace automation. There 
will be a session at the Annual Conference on Wednesday, 
1-2:30 pm to discussion the benefits and see if others might be 
interested in an implementation project.

Telemetry Project – the Precision Ag Council is considering as 
the Spade Project does not include the telemetry portion that 
a group to draft a charter for a Telemetry Project.

If you are interested in electronic connectivity within your 
Council, please contact our Enabling Services Director Marilyn 
Hunter (Marilyn.Hunter@AgGateway.org) for help to organize 
your thoughts and needs into a project.tReport messages. We 
currently have completed 17 of the 113 connections (15%) to 
date. Target is to have 50% of the new-targeted connections 
for Phase 1 completed by 12/31/2012, and 80% completed by 
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4/1/2013.

Phase 2 consists of connecting electronically the product avail-
ability, booking, order and intra-company transfers (optional) 
messages.  We have had two face-to-face meetings to deter-
mine the requirements, and discuss the business use cases.  
A sub-group is currently reviewing draft messages to ensure 
requirements are met. The target is to complete the scope 
by November; design the messages, business processes and 
business rules by 12/31/2012; 50% of the implementation by 
9/1/2013 and 80% of the implementation by 9/1/2014.

Any questions regarding this project can be directed to Mari-
lyn Hunter, Enabling Services Director at marilyn@aggateway.
org.

AgGateway in the News
AgGateway has received numerous mentions this month in 
other publications! Check out the great coverage:

Grainnet.com

AgGateway Grain Council to Help Bring eBusiness to 
Grain, Oilseed, and Renewable Fuels Companies

Washington, D.C.—AgGateway, the non-profit consortium of 
agri-businesses working to expand electronic business within 
the agriculture industry, recently launched a new Grain Council 
in order to identify, develop and implement standards and 
guidelines to bring eBusiness efficiencies to grain, oilseed and 
renewable-fuel companies.

AgriMarketing.com

AgGateway: Seed Industry Makes Significant Strides in 
Business

Oct. 22, 2012 – More than 20 leading companies in the seed 
industry are working collaboratively within AgGateway to 
improve eBusiness processes, with major improvements slated 
for the end of 2012 and more to come next year. The result will 
be faster, more accurate information, reduced costs of doing 
business and improved customer service. 

ARADC.org

WinField Solutions R7 Tool Wins ARA & AgGatewayTech-
nology Contest 

In May 2012 ARA invited members to nominate technologies 
and/or presenters to be featured during the Technology Break-
out Session during the ARA Annual Conference & Expo. The 11 
nominees were then presented to ARA membership for voting. 
Voting concluded on Thursday, October 18th with WinField 
Solutions R7 Tool wining with 173 votes. 
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