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Conner’s Corner - July 2012 
2012 Mid-Year Meeting – Big Success!
by Rod Conner, President/CEO

If you were at the AgGateway Mid-Year Meeting in Des Moines, then I’m quite sure that, like me, you 
sensed a lot of energy and enthusiasm on the part of our members for improving their businesses 
by collaborating with others in the industry to establish standards, guidelines, tools for implement-
ing electronic connectivity, and communication.

This month, instead of my usual commentary, I thought that the story could be told much better by 
our members who attended. If you missed it, or even if you were present, listen to what your col-
leagues had to say about this event.

 “The Mid-Year Conference has become as important to the success of our councils and commit-
tees as the annual conference. Coming together, face to face builds camaraderie while provid-
ing a deadline to complete our prior commitments, ultimately keeping us all on task.” 
 Lila Brown, Crystal Certified Solutions, Inc.

“This year’s AgGateway Mid-Year Meeting provided a great opportunity to meet with a new 
CNC trading partner, introduce a new employee to AgGateway, and participate in the Emerging 
Technologies Committee and the CN Council, all in just over two days.”  
Michael J. Carrabine, International Raw Materials Ltd.

“The Mid-Year Meeting was packed with informative council sessions, active participation in 
new initiatives, and engaging conversations with innovators in the Ag community who are us-
ing eBusiness integration to improve efficiency, responsiveness, and reduce cost.” 
Charlie Nuzzolo, GlobalRange/F4F Agriculture

“It’s great to see the growth and participation with the Precision Ag Council and the commu-
nication across Councils to address common problems that our joint customers are struggling 
with in the industry.”  
Ben Studer, AGCO

“I was rejuvenated and excited by the activities, actions, and projects going on in most of the 
Councils. And, wow, the Ag Retail and Precision Ag Councils are really touching on some perti-
nent points for us all!! Everyone needs to attend and participate! Get in on some of the activities 
going on in the committees too!! They do a lot of work to support the continued goals in the 
Councils.” 
Karen Thomas, Information Systems, Southern States Cooperative, Inc.

Thanks to everyone who attended for making the 2012 Mid-Year Meeting a success. I, too, am en-
ergized by the many positive comments coming out of this year’s meeting. As Lila Brown observed 
through her quote above, the importance of this meeting was demonstrated by our record-break-
ing attendance. Over 200 participants came together for the purpose of collaborating on industry 
projects and ideas.

On behalf of the AgGateway and the Conference Committee we’d like to thank this year’s sponsors, 
Monsanto Company and WinField Solutions. And we especially want to thank John Deere Company 
for hosting the Mid-Year Meetings at their Financial Facility in Johnston, IA.

We look forward to seeing everyone in Albuquerque for the annual conference in November; and 
look for announcements soon on the location and dates for next year’s meetings.
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2012 Annual Conference 
2012 AgGateway Annual Conference –  
Albuquerque, NM, November 6th -8th
By Judy Warf, SSI

We experienced a great turnout for the Mid-Year Meeting in 
Iowa last month and now we hope to see this same enthusiasm 
for the AgGateway Annual Meeting and Conference this fall! 
Join us November 6th through 8th in historic Albuquerque, NM 
and explore our theme ‘eBusiness Without Walls . . . Collabora-
tion, Integration and Innovation’.

The conference committee is working hard to finalize the con-
ference agenda and ensure this year’s event has something for 
everyone. We have scheduled a great line-up of speakers ready 
to provide insight into the changing technological landscape 
and the importance of creating business environments ‘with-
out walls’. On Tuesday, November 6th we will begin the confer-
ence with our  Keynote Speaker, Garrett Lofto, President of the 
Agribusiness Group for JR Simplot followed by a presentation 
from Rick Hutley, Vice President Global Innovations Practice for 
the Cisco Internet Business Solutions Group. On Wednesday, 
November 7th, we will start with our Annual  Business meeting 
and  have two additional speakers, Steve Cubbage, President of 
Prime Meridian who will discuss mobile technologies, and fin-
ishing with Sarah Miller Caldicott, great grandniece of Thomas 
Edison and award-winning speaker, as our closing speaker. 
Throughout both days and on Thursday, November 8th, we 
have incorporated council, committee and project meetings 
as well as several educational sessions. Keep posted on confer-
ence updates by clicking here. 

Registration for the Annual Conference will be open soon. Re-
member your annual AgGateway membership fees include one 
registration to the Annual Conference. Register early to secure 
your spot at this ‘can’t miss’ event!

2012 Conference Sponsorships 
2012 Conference Sponsorships Now Available!

By Darlene Gibson  
The 2012 Annual Conference is fast approaching! Don’t let your 
company miss a great sponsorship opportunity in November! 
Visit the AgGateway sponsorship website today and secure 
your company’s presence at the conference. Registrations are 
expected to increase this year, ensuring your company an even 
larger audience.

Sponsorships are going fast, so if you don’t see something that 
fits just right, contact Wendy Smith at 919-410-1045 or Wendy.
Smith@aggateway.org or email Darlene Gibson at Darlene.
Gibson@agdata.net.

A big thank you to our sponsors that have already committed 
to a successful conference.

Gateway to Ag Careers (GTAC) 
2011 Gateway to Ag Careers Student Highlights 
the Success of the Program

By Donna Skene, Mosaic Company

Five years ago the AgGateway Conference Committee began 
discussing the importance of creating an awareness of our or-
ganization and industry across college campuses. Our goal was 
to generate an interest in career paths within the Ag industry 
for students seeking degrees in Distribution and Supply Chain 
Logistics, IT and Agribusiness. From these conversations, the 
Gateway to Ag Careers program was born and for the past four 
years, AgGateway has awarded grants to students interested in 
participating in the Annual Conference.

Caroline Bremer, Oklahoma State, was one of four students 
attending the 2011 AgGateway Gateway to Ag Careers 
program. She stated, “AgGateway’s Gateway to Ag Careers 
program played a vital role in the future of my professional 
career. I am so thankful to have had Lori Edwards, Syngenta, 
as my mentor at the conference.” Caroline spoke highly of the 
mentoring program provided through the Gateway to Ag Ca-
reers program. “I knew Lori was looking out for me ensuring 
I met as many people as I could during my brief stay at the 
conference. Not only did I get to know about Syngenta, but 
Lori ensured I had the opportunity to meet and converse with 
many different member companies within AgGateway which 
heightened my conference experiences and led to my sum-
mer internship with Syngenta. Relationships are what bring 
results. The AgGateway conference gave me the opportunity 
to learn about companies within the Ag industry in a very 
formal, adult setting with casual interaction.”

Caroline would like the opportunity to return to the AgGate-
way conference to share her “aha” moments from the 2011 
conference and offer the new GTAC students a coaching and 
networking workshop so they will have the “experience of a 
lifetime” like Caroline had.

Do you have a student working in your department that has 
shown strong initiative and ambition? If so, we encourage you 
to nominate them for the Gateway to Ag Careers program by 
completing the Nomination Form. All nominations must be 
received by September 14, 2012. The benefits gained from this 
initiative aren’t limited to the students. If we can encourage a 
few more students to explore the world of Agriculture, then 
our industry and organizations have gained as well. For more 
information about the Gateway to Ag Careers program, visit 
the Gateway to Ag Careers webpage or contact Donna Skene 
at donna.skene@mosaicco.com.
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SPADE Project

SPADE Project – Digging into the future

By Jim Wilson, AgGateway

The next generation of agricultural managers is asking how 
the industry can enable seamless data exchange between 
machines and Farm Management Information Systems (FMIS). 
Either retrieving documented practices from the machine (like 
a planting event) or sending a prescription to the machine 
for implementation, it is more of a challenge than it should 
be. The costs for exchanging data are high due to the lack of 
common implementation guidelines, data transfer protocols, 
message standards, and standard reference data. Producers 
report that it is difficult or nearly impossible to move data 
from one system to another. To do so almost always requires 
data reentry, manual data transformation, and/or specialists to 
manage data.

The value chain from manufacturing through distribution sup-
ports many data-management, analysis, and decision-support 
functions for the producer. Having systems that utilize eBusi-
ness standards and guidelines will help move the industry 
toward interoperability. This will improve the efficiency and 
productivity of the producers and their trusted advisors.

The Precision Ag Council’s (PAC) Field Operations working 
group in AgGateway identified several industry needs and se-
lected seeding as the example use case for a project to identify 
applicable standards and analyze gaps within the standards 
that may be impeding data exchange. Next, the team success-
fully demonstrated a proof of concept regarding message con-
tents for data exchange between software/hardware systems 
building on the ISO-11783 data standards and distributed 
databases.

The project deliverables include the guidelines to implement 
ISO-11783 parts 10 and 11 for the seeding use case, definition 
of other use cases and the reference data required to imple-
ment efficient data sharing. Also, project participants are 
committed to working with the Agricultural Industry Electron-
ics Foundation (AEF) to ensure that the project’s efforts are 
aligned with similar efforts in Europe. The work is scheduled to 
start July 10, 2012 with a completion of the project in Decem-
ber 2012.

AgGateway issued a commitment letter on June 18. Compa-
nies committed to the project must respond by July 23 in order 
to participate. Many companies have already done so.

It is a significant task to accomplish this work, but the partici-
pants believe this will allow the promise of precision agri-
culture to be realized. If you have questions, please feel free 
to contact Jim Wilson, AgGateway (jim.wilson@aggateway.
org), Jill Stanford, John Deere (StanfordJillM@johndeere.com), 
Jaap van Bergeijk, AGCO (jacob.vanbergeijk@agcocorp.com), 
or Chip Donahue, John Deere (donahuecharlesh@johndeere.
com).

AGIIS Updates-July 2012

AAGIIS Product Simplication and Security 

Enhancements Now Available

By Matt Weeks, AGIIS Product Manager 

We are pleased to announce the launch of the first of many 
upcoming enhancements to AGIIS which will make adding 
and maintaining products much simpler as well as introduce 
product security features that allow subscribers to determine 
precisely who can access their product information in AGIIS. 
The product directory enhancements are the result of the 
implementation of the Product Task Force (PTF) recommenda-
tions approved in November 2011. 

With these enhancements, AGIIS subscribers have the ability to 
add and maintain products easier through a simplified Web in-
terface, as well as, having access to updated XML and CSV file 
formats, and the new Web Services for maintaining products. 
The product directory security enhancements will allow AGIIS 
subscribers to use bulk and website interfaces to determine 
access to their products through maintaining security settings 
of “exclude”, “include” or “open”. These security features func-
tion exactly like the current License Agreement Security func-
tionality. It is important to note that these enhancements also 
include new, optional fields for “sales reportable” and “inven-
tory reportable” data elements which are replacing previously 
user-defined fields at the package configuration level. These 
fields are available via the website, XML and CSV interfaces 
and the schema is updated to reflect those updates.

To help you learn more about these enhancements, we have 
an educational Webinar scheduled for:

Wednesday, July 11, 2012, 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM EST

https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/894624314

If you are not able to attend our informational Webinar, or just 
would like more information on these enhancements, please 
feel free to contact myself (matt.weeks@aggateway.org) or 
Member Services (Member.Services@aggateway.org) or via 
phone 1-866-251-8618 for more information.Contact:

Member Services

MemberServices@aggateway.org

1-866-251-8618

Matt Weeks

matt.weeks@aggateway.org

1-913-469-8700 Ext. 3969
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Southern States IT Award 
Southern States Wins IT Innovation Award;  
Ridley Named Runner-Up 
By Sarah Novak, American Feed Industry Associationf

Southern States Cooperative Inc. has been named the win-
ner of the 2012 Information Technology Innovation Award 
for integrating the use of mobile handheld technology into 
its existing Benchmate Systems’ Computerized Maintenance 
Management System (CMMS). Ridley, Inc. is the runner-up for 
its “Beef Cow Body Condition Score” application. Sponsored 
by AFIA, AgGateway and Feed & Grain, this is only the second 
award for the annual program, which began in 2011.

(From left to right) Rod Connor, AgGateway and Joel Newman, 
AFIA, with Jim Moore and Bill Monroe of Southern States.

Southern States utilizes mobile technology corporate-wide, 
where all eight of its feed mills use the Janam XM65 handheld. 
Using the Janem devices, employees immediately saw the 
return on investment by the time saved from manual data 
entry, which could sometimes take up to three weeks. Previ-
ous to the use of the handheld devices, the delay and backlog 
was a problem for Southern States. Another concern was the 
tracking of equipment maintenance. With the introduction of 
barcoding and tracking functionality the handheld afforded, 
the technology essentially guaranteed efficiency and stream-
lined processing for the company.

“With the limited number of personnel a new way of collecting 
and processing the information was needed. The Benchmate/
Janam combination has proved its value to our business,” 
explained Bill Monroe, Southern States manager of feed mill 
operations.

According to Monroe, recorded maintenance activity has 
increased by 25 percent, while planned activity has increased 
to over 80 percent. This in part is due to maintenance supervi-
sors no longer entering data or tracking equipment repairs 
manually.

In addition to its integration with Benchmate Systems, Janam 
was selected for its “ruggedized” mobile computing device 
that was safe and could withstand the harsh conditions of a 
feed mill, where the climate can range from extremely hot to 
below freezing. Since mill employees began using the Janam 
XM65, equipment and maintenance is now easily tracked. Bar-
codes on the mill process equipment can be quickly scanned 

by the mobile device and data is exported to the CMMS data-
base daily, eliminating the lengthy delay experienced when 
employees input data manually.

“This is an initial step in working our complete approach in 
maintenance to one of prediction versus the historical meth-
ods of just prevention,” Monroe explained. “Staying ahead of 
unplanned downtime enables our production processes to 
perform as designed while meeting our customer expecta-
tions for feed delivery and service.”

 Southern States Cooperative, one of the nation’s largest, 
began in 1923 as the Virginia Feed Service, after 150 farmers 
pooled their resources and banded together to buy seed guar-
anteed to grow in Virginia. The member-owned company ex-
panded to provide feed, fertilizer, farm supplies and petroleum 
products in a number of neighboring states. Today, Southern 
States encompasses 300,000 farmers and over 1,200 retail loca-
tions in 23 states. Southern States Cooperative’s Winchester 
Mill in Winchester, Ky., was selected as runner-up for the 2011 
Feed Mill of the Year award.

The runner-up for the 2012 IT Innovation Award is Ridley, Inc. 
for its “Beef Cow Body Condition Score” (Beef Cow BCS) ap-
plication (app) from its CRYSTALYX® Brand Supplements. The 
app helps producers evaluate the nutrition status of Beef cow 
herds. Ridley incorporated the app, which is available for free 
download from the IOS (iPhone/iPad) and the Android plat-
forms, into its practices in January 2012.

Dan Dhuyvetter, Ridley’s director of research and nutrition 
services, explained how the app assists livestock producers in 
managing the nutrition program of their herd by assigning and 
storing body condition scores on individual cows. Based on 
individual cow BCS recordings, producers can track the success 
of forage growing conditions and nutrition programs, and 
adjust the nutrition plan accordingly for increased success.

“Condition score records for individual cows are kept indefi-
nitely, so condition score influencers such as pasture growing 
conditions, forage quality and availability can correlate to cow 
performance and help optimize herd management that results 
in greater profitability,” Dhuyvetter explained.

Beef Cow BCS also allows producers to take photos of their 
cows for comparison to the reference photos representing 
the body condition scores that are provided. The application 
also possesses the functionality to arrange individual cows by 
pasture. Images can be stored for future reference.

The Information Technology Innovation Award celebrates 
technological advancements in the feed and food industry, 
which is rapidly changing in today’s world. As exemplified by 
Southern States Cooperative and Ridley, Inc., the integration of 
innovative technology has become standard for the agriculture 
industry.
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