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Conner’s Corner - December 2012 
eBusiness Without Walls - Collaboration for eConnectivity

by Rod Conner, AgGateway

For many reasons, this is one of my favorite times of AgGateway’s year. We’ve just wrapped up 
another great year that saw many changes in AgGateway including significant membership growth 
and expansion of collaboration, particularly in the areas of precision agriculture and ag retailers. At 
the same time, we continue to be focused on our mission to become the recognized international 
source for enabling the use of information and communication technologies for agriculture as re-
flected in the new three-year strategic plan that the board of directors adopted this year. I’m looking 
forward to 2013 with renewed enthusiasm and anticipation. AgGateway still has a long way to go, 
but we are moving in the right direction.

This is also the time of year when we’ve just come down from the “mountaintop experience” that we 
know as the Annual Conference. I couldn’t help but reflect on my conference experience in Albu-
querque. It seems that every year we say, “This is the best conference we’ve ever had.” Once again, 
this year, I’m in complete agreement with that statement.

The AgGateway Conference Committee deserves our thanks and many accolades for putting 
together an outstanding program. The amount of advanced planning, work and effort that was ex-
pended for our benefit truly paid off for those who attended. A note to the reader who was unable 
to attend: We heard overwhelmingly from attendees that they learned a lot that they plan to take 
home and use to improve their businesses – one of the main goals of the conference – so you won’t 
want to miss out on the Mid-Year Meeting in Johnston, Iowa in June or next year’s Annual Meeting 
and Conference in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Another big THANK YOU to the conference sponsors is in order; without their support we could not 
have had this great success. How can you show your support for our sponsors? By doing eBusiness 
with them, of course. After all that’s why we’re all in AgGateway.

And finally, a word about all the folks who came to Albuquerque. What really impressed me again 
this year was the energy and enthusiasm that the attendees had for the speakers, committee and 
council meetings, and projects. It seems that every year the energy and enthusiasm grows right 
along with the number of members and ever increasing connectivity. In our marketing materials we 
explain that AgGateway is a consortium of like-minded companies that want to help improve agri-
culture through the use of information and communication technologies. Behind those like-minded 
companies are a group of outstanding like-minded individuals. In the end, it’s your energy, enthusi-
asm, intelligence, and dedication that made the 2012 AgGateway Annual Meeting and Conference a 
success! THANK YOU!

Last year, I threw out a challenge that said, “if we want to make our shared vision a reality, AgGate-
way will have to grow faster, implement more quickly, and collaborate more.” You stepped it up in 
2012. In the words of Chef Emeril Lagasse, we need to “kick it up another notch.” Every member 
should be promoting eBusiness at every opportunity. AgGateway members are doing a great 
job of getting connected; now we need to get more of the ag community involved, enabled and 
connected. AgGateway is expanding across other segments and geographically, but we need to 
expand more broadly. I invite every one of you to join the AgGateway staff and leadership as we put 
“Promote, Enable, and Expand” into a higher gear in 2013!
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For agriculture to meet the challenges of the future it must in-
crease productivity and profitability. We know that AgGateway 
helps you and your trading partners do just that. In keeping 
with the theme of our conference let’s continue to bring down 
the walls and break down the barriers so we can all achieve our 
common goal.

Personal Note: As I write this, we’ve just celebrated the Thanks-
giving holiday. Every year brings new challenges for each of us 
personally and professionally. While many of us have struggles 
in different aspects of our lives, I’m reminded that we all have a 
lot to be thankful for. Among the many things that I have to be 
thankful for are my family, friends, and colleagues (you.) As we 
all look forward to the holiday season, I wish for each and every 
one of you and your families, a safe and happy holiday season 
and may all your wishes come true in 2013. 

New Member Welcome
Welcome New Member, CrescoAg
By Nancy Appelquist, Entira

We recently caught up with Clint Jayroe, Vice President of Prod-
uct Development at CrescoAg LLC. CrescoAg’s services include 
real-time crop monitoring systems, automated soil sampling, 
and decision support tools. The data generated by all these 
tools is mapped, stored and easily accessible. A proprietary 
benchmarking program will give farmers the ability to bench-
mark themselves with other growers and provide recommen-
dations to improve productivity. In addition, CrescoAg offers 
MesoPlan, which is a planning tool that will allow farmers and 
their advisors to take a “portfolio analysis” approach to making 
decisions and crop input product selections based on indi-
vidual goals, risks, and production practices. MesoPlan does 
not make product recommendations. It allows a grower and his 
advisor to make unbiased decisions about products based on 
statistical analyses of data from CrescoAg’s proprietary data-
base.

When we asked Clint why CrescoAg got involved with Ag-
Gateway, he said they wanted to be more involved and in the 
loop with data standardizations across the ag industry. Today 
there is a huge thirst for more actionable information from the 
grower all the way up the supply chain. As an information and 
technology company, CrescoAg spends a lot of time and re-
sources on ensuring that they get good quality data. CrescoAg 
is excited about any effort in the industry that helps to make 
that easier by standardizing the source of data, product names, 
or communication standards because they believe all of those 
efforts will benefit the industry at large.

According to Clint, “There is a great opportunity to network 
with others in the industry and collaborate where possible on 
efforts that benefit the ag industry. The SPADE project is a great 
example of this.”

CrescoAg plans to be involved with the Precision Ag Council, 
SPADE, and other input councils such as the Crop Protection 

and Seed councils. As a start-up company CrescoAg has lots of irons 
in the fire, so it can be a little difficult to find time to attend meet-
ings and join councils, but they have made the commitment and are 
ready to participate. We wish the best of luck and a warm welcome 
to our newest member, CrescoAg.

2013 Board of Directors
Welcome 2013 Board of Directors
At the annual conference the election of the new board took place. 
AgGateway is fortunate to have a wonderfully diverse and highly tal-
ented group of individuals serve on the board. AgGateway depends 
heavily on its volunteer leaders who are so giving of their time and 
so deeply committed to advancing our field. Please join me in thank-
ing and congratulating all of those individuals who have offered 
their time in service.

The 2013 board members are:

Doug Mills, Mosaic Company, Board Chair

Randy Beard, River Valley Coop, Ag Retail Council Chair

 Keith Milburn, Growmark, Ag Retail Council Vice-Chair

Charlie Nuzzolo, Global Range, Allied Providers Council Chair

Hylon Kaufmann, Farm Market iD, Allied Providers Council Vice-Chair

Michael Carrabine, I.R.M, Crop Nutrition Council Chair 

Phil Jones, Agrium, Crop Nutrition Council Vice-Chair 

Dave Hoyt, United Suppliers, Crop Protection Council Chair

Cindy Camacci, E.I. du Pont de Nemours, Crop Protection Council Vice-Chair

Teresa Anderson, Triple Crown Nutrition, Feed Council Chair

Karen Thomas, Southern States Cooperative, Feed Council Vice-Chair

Scott Cavey, E-Markets, Grain Council Chair

Randy Sunderman, Heartland Coop, Grain Council Vice-Chair

Andres Ferreyra, Ag Connections, Precision Ag Council Chair

Dennis Daggett, ProAg Management, Precision Ag Council Vice Chair

Lori Edwards, Syngenta, Seed Council Chair

Ed Nimtz, Dow, Seed Council Vice-Chair

Steve Schaefer, Monsanto, Past Board Chair, Executive Committee

Ron Farrell, Farrell Growth Group, Advisory Member

Joel Newman, American Feed Industry Association, Advisory Member 

Open seats include the Chair and Vice-Chair for the Ornamental 
Horticulture Council.
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Conference Success
Annual Conference a Great All-Around Success
By Susan Ruland, AgGateway

AgGateway’s seventh annual conference last month drew a re-
cord 230 professionals from more than 75 agricultural compa-
nies to learn, network, and continue the work of implementing 
eBusiness within the agriculture industry. Attendance at the 
conference has doubled in just three years.

“Each year this group is more dynamic, and the work is more 
important and relevant to agricultural business success,” said 
AgGateway Chairman Doug Mills, Vice President and CIO at 
Mosaic Company. “We’re seeing more and more that our mem-
bers’ efforts and council work are changing the way people do 
business in agriculture.”

General sessions covered the challenges of maximizing preci-
sion agriculture tools, how to spur innovation within business, 
and the imperatives of connecting electronically with trading 
partners. Educational break-out programs included popular 
sessions on “cloud computing”, precision agriculture, tools for 
eConnectivity, an integration technical workshop, and how to 
get the most out of your Allied (service) provider. A first-time 
attendee luncheon laid out the basics of how AgGateway 
works through member councils, and how new members can 
become more involved.

Another indicator of the meeting’s success was growth in 
the Gateway to Ag Careers (GTAC) program. This year seven 
students – up from four last year – received grants to attend 
the meeting to learn about the many opportunities available 
to them within the agriculture industry. Helpful mentors – 
AgGateway members – volunteered to be shadowed by the 
students throughout the meeting, and joined them in a lively 
roundtable discussion.

During the annual AgGateway business meeting, AgGate-
way presented the Ron Storms Memorial Award to Andrew 
Jeremiah, B2B IT Lead Analyst at Monsanto. The award rec-
ognizes distinguished individual efforts in the promotion of 
electronic standards and protocols in agri-business. Jeremiah 
has provided leadership and technical contributions within 
various Crop Protection and Seed Connectivity projects, for the 
Standards and Guidelines Committee, and in improvements to 
the AGIIS directory.

“Andrew has accomplished a lot, but what stands out is his 
attitude – his passion and joy in these efforts,” said last year’s 
winner Bruce Blitch, Global CIO at Tessenderlo Group, in pre-
senting the award.

Next year, AgGateway will hold its Mid-Year Meeting June 
17-20 at the John Deere Financial Facility in Johnston, Iowa. 
The Annual Meeting & Conference, “Collaboration for eConnec-
tivity – Ensuring Success for the Future”, will be held Novem-
ber 12-14,at the Renaissance Vinoy Resort & Golf Club in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. More information on these meetings will 
be posted on the AgGateway website early next year.

Thank you to Conference Sponsors
A Round of Applause to the 2012 Annual  
Conference Sponsors!
The 2012 annual conference wouldn’t be possible without the 
support of our many excellent sponsors. Our thanks to Adap-
tris, AgCIO, AGCO Corp., AGDATA, AGIIS/AgGateway, AMVAC, 
BASF, CSC, CF Industries, Dow AgroSciences LLC, GROWMARK, 
Inc., Helena Chemical Co., Informatica, International Raw Mate-
rials, J.R. Simplot, Monsanto, Oracle, Raven Industries, Software 
Solutions Integrated, Southern States Cooperative, Syngenta, 
The Mosaic Co., Wilbur-Ellis, Winfield, and XS, Inc.SC-II (Seed 
Connectivity-II) 

by November; design the messages, business processes and 
business rules by 12/31/2012; 50% of the implementation by 
9/1/2013 and 80% of the implementation by 9/1/2014.

Any questions regarding this project can be directed to Mari-
lyn Hunter, Enabling Services Director at marilyn@aggateway.
org.

AGIIS Update
Important Updates on the Dun & Bradstreet 
Transition
By Matt Weeks, AGIIS Product Manager

We experienced a great turn-out of attendees for the Dun & 
Bradstreet Transition Working Session at the AgGateway An-
nual Conference; our thanks to all who attended and provided 
valuable input.

The meeting’s objectives were to review the current plan, dis-
cuss alternative solutions and confirm the timing of the transi-
tion replacing the current EBID identifiers with the appropriate 
GLN in the EBID field.

After discussion of the current plan and the various options, 
the consensus was reached that the best path forward still is 
the “Big Bang” transition approach, but the timing of the transi-
tion will be deferred to late 2014 (Q4) or early 2015 (Q1). While 
the exact date remains to be determined, it will be defined and 
communicated to the membership by June 2013.

While the transition will not be occurring in 2013, it is impor-
tant to subscribers to stay informed regarding the project and 
continue preparing to ensure all trading partners are ready 
for the change in late 2014/early 2015. To facilitate this, we 
are hosting several webinars to review the process and new 
timeline, and to facilitate planning and preparation for the 
upcoming transition. Our webinar schedule for the remainder 
of the year is:

Wednesday, December 19, 2012

1:00 PM EDT

Register here
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Information on the process, as well as links to Frequently 
Asked Questions and a full list of the scheduled working group 
sessions is available on the AgGateway website here.

For more information or if you have any specific questions on 
the conversion process, please don’t hesitate to contact me, 
Matt Weeks, or Member Services. 

Contact  

Member Services

Member.Services@AgGateway.org

1.866.251.8618

Matt Weeks

Matt.Weeks@AgGateway.org

1.913.469.8700 Ext. 3969

AgGateway Explores Auto Data Capture 
Project
By Marilyn Hunter, AgGateway

On the heels of a successful discussion at the Annual Meeting 
regarding the future of Auto Data Capture (ADC), a new Ag-
Gateway task force has started exploring the details needed to 
launch an ADC project and work for ADC implementation. 

ADC – sometimes called Auto Identification and Data Capture 
(AIDC) or Auto-ID – refers to the methods of automatically 
identifying objects, collecting data about them, and enter-
ing that data directly into computer systems (without human 
involvement). Technologies typically considered as part of ADC 
include bar codes, Radio Frequency Identification, biometrics, 
magnetic stripes, optical character recognition, smart cards 
and voice recognition.

While there are considerable benefits to ADC, the agriculture 
industry has lagged behind other industries in its implemen-
tation. Benefits of the technology include better inventory 
control, less shrinkage, fewer errors, easier work flow for receiv-
ing and shipping, more accurate pricing for retailers, more 
accurate lot tracking, and more efficient retrieval of products 
(knowing exactly where product is stored). 

“ADC is necessary to achieve the next level of business system 
automation in our industry – particularly in seed,” noted Ron 
Farrell, AgGateway Board Advisory Member. “As product life cy-
cles become shorter, it’s required to reduce errors and improve 
efficiency, meeting the needs for track, trace and reporting re-
quirements.” Some of the hurdles AgGateway members note in 
ADC implementation include training warehouse employees, 
scanner procurement and maintenance, installation of a new 
system throughout a company’s network, and cost. 

Given the significant benefits of implementing ADC, a new 
task force is already working to define what type of ADC proj-
ect AgGateway members desire (e.g., guidelines, implementa-
tion, etc.), creating a charter for that project, and getting ap-

proval by the various councils interested. The Crop Protection 
and Seed Councils have expressed interest, but other councils 
(Precision Ag, Feed, Crop Nutrition, etc.) may also want to 
participate. For more information, contact Marilyn Hunter at 
marilyn.hunter@AgGateway.org.

AgGateway in the News
AgGateway actively promotes the many activities and accom-
plishments of the membership to the ag community. Check 
out the great coverage:

Progress Made On Precision Standards 
http://www.precisionag.com/article/31610/progress-
made-on-precision-standards 
PrecisionAg 
The members of the Precision Ag Council of AgGateway are 
making strides forward ... AgGatewayfacilitates the develop-
ment and implementation of agriculture ...

New Website Boosts AgGateway Strategic Plan 
http://precisionpays.com/2012/11/new-website-boosts-
aggateway-strategic-plan/ 
Precision Pays 
AgGateway has revised and re-launched its corporate website 
(www.AgGateway.org) to support its 2013-15 strategic plan. 
The new website is easier for members ... 

AgGateway Annual Conference Draws Record Attendance 
- Feed ... 
http://www.feedandgrain.com/news/10828179/aggate-
way-annual-conference-draws-record-attendance 
AgGateway’s seventh annual conference this week drew a re-
cord 230 professionals from more than 75 agricultural compa-
nies to discuss ongoing successes in ... 

AgGateway standards could help farmer and service pro-
vider 
http://www.agprofessional.com/news/AgGateway-
standards-could-help-farmer-and-service-provid-
er-177840941.html  
agprofessional.com 
Cubbage was the main speaker presenting about production 
agriculture during day two of theAgGateway Annual Meeting 
in Albuquerque, NM Faster acceptance of ... 

AgGateway’s Feed And Fertilizer Tonnage Reporting Proj-
ect Moves 
http://www.agprofessional.com/news/AgGateway-
standards-could-help-farmer-and-service-provid-
er-177840941.html 
As part of a national, industry-wide AgGateway Tonnage Re-
porting Project, ... “ We’ve welcomed the opportunity to work 
with the AgGateway group on this ...

AgriMarketing.com - AgGateway Awards Grants To College 
Students 
http://www.agrimarketing.com/s/78677 
AGGATEWAY AWARDS GRANTS TO COLLEGE STUDENTS Nov. 6, 
2012.  Source: AgGatewaynews release. For the past four years, 
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AgGateway has invited ...

Seven students sponsored for AgGateway Conference 
- Newsroom ... http://www.agprofessional.com/news/
Seven-students-sponsored-for-AgGateway-Confer-
ence-176784701.html 
For the past four years, AgGateway has invited college stu-
dents to apply for grants to attend theAgGateway Annual 
Conference through the Gateway to Ag ...

McKown Attends AgGateway Conference | ACES News :: 
College of ...http://news.aces.illinois.edu/news/mckown-
attends-aggateway-conference 
Mark McKown, a junior in the Agricultural Education Program 
at the University of Illinois, has been selected as one of only 
seven students to participate in the ...

We Want You!
Do you enjoy reading the AgGateway newsletter each month? 
Have you ever wondered how it’s put together? Do you have 
ideas on how to recruit new members to AgGateway or how 
to improve the experience of joining as a new member? If you 
answered yes to any of these questions then we want you!

The Membership and Communications Committee is looking 
for volunteers to help us create and distribute the newsletter, 
recruit new member companies and create an inviting and 
informative experience for those members. If you’re interested 
please contact Nancy Appelquist at Nappelquist@entira.net to 
find out more.
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