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Conner’s Corner - April 2012 
Get Things Done: Part II The Mid-Year Meeting 
by Rod Conner, President/CEO

Last month in this column, we talked about how AgGateway was an organization of people that “get 
things done.” AgGateway is a consortium of like-minded Ag businesses that adopt and implement 
standards. We benefit Agribusiness as a whole and through eBusiness implementation we deliver 
significant financial and operational benefits to our members. AgGateway industry initiatives deliver 
financial returns, improved customer service, automated business transactions, and solutions for 
“pain points.” We need to continue to get our message out about the importance of eBusiness and 
how electronic solutions help us improve business. Our main point is that “getting things done” is all 
about working together to create solutions that work for the industry. Of all the things we do during 
the year, the AgGateway Mid-Year Meeting is one of the best ways to get the message out to your 
trading partners and at the same time to get the work of the industry done.

Since the last issue of the AgGateway newsletter, I’ve had the opportunity to participate in several 
council, committee, and project conference calls. During these calls, the industry comes together 
to create solutions. If you’ve ever participated on one of these calls, I’m sure you recognize that the 
kind of work that the groups are doing is not quite as productive over the phone as it is in face-to-
face meetings. In fact, I’ve heard quite a few times recently how productive the face-to-face meet-
ings have been. The mantra is “we get a lot more done in a lot less time when we meet in person.”

The conference committee has heard this too and as a result they’ve changed the Mid-Year Meeting 
schedule to span four days instead of three. The first, second, and fourth days will be reserved for 
councils and projects to dedicate large blocks of time to their initiatives. Committee meetings and 
special sessions, like project updates, will all be held on day three. Please visit www.aggateway.org 
to get details on your specific council, committee, or project sessions and to register.

Your council, committee and project leaders are working diligently to develop agendas that will be 
both interesting and productive. We need your participation to get things done!

I look forward to seeing you there.
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2012 Mid-Year Meeting 
Exciting Changes for the 2012 Mid-Year Meeting! 

By Pam Wilson, Vice Chair, Mid-Year Meeting Committee

Exciting News!  Your 2012 Mid-Year Conference Committee 
has voted to change the format of the conference to allow 
longer working meetings. Council meetings will change from 
the traditional two-hour slot to up to a full day and a half while 
committee meetings are extended to two hours. The current 
agenda incorporating these new changes can be found on the 
2012 Mid-Year Meeting webpage on the AgGateway website at 
http://www.aggateway.org/Events/2012MidYearMeeting.aspx

You may have also noticed we have a new name for what was 
previously called the Committees, Councils and Projects Mid-
Year Meeting or “CCP” Meeting. Since there was a fair amount 
of confusion as to what exactly the CCP was, the committee 
decided to change the name to simply the Mid-Year Meeting. 
The meeting will still be focused on collaboration with working 
meetings and lots of networking opportunities.

The 2012 Mid-Year Meeting hosted by John Deere in Johnston, 
IA is less than three months away! Secure your spot now for our 
June 11th – 14th meeting by registering for the conference on 
the AgGateway website,

Making your hotel reservations early are strongly recommend-
ed due to limited room availability particularly on Monday 
evening, June 11. You can make your reservation by calling the 
hotel directly at 1-800-659-2220. Remember to mention you 
are with “AgGateway” to receive our conference rate of $89 per 
night (available until May 22nd).

Recent growth of the Mid-Year Meeting brings new opportuni-
ties for sponsorship. Sponsorship allows name recognition for 
your company in several venues throughout the conference. 
If you would like to learn more about sponsorship opportuni-
ties and become a sponsor for this year’s Mid-Year Conference, 
please contact Wendy Smith at wendy.smith@aggateway.org

Invite a Trading Partner! Remember our Mid-Year Meeting is an 
excellent opportunity for prospective members to learn more 
about AgGateway.

For additional information about the upcoming 2012 Mid-Year 
Meeting, please contact Marcia Rhodus at marcia.k.rhodus@
monsanto.com

AgGateway Membership Drive 
AgGateway Membership Drive Kicking Off this 
Month
By Wendy Smith, AgGateway

The AgGateway Membership Drive will start this month and 
continue through the end of June 2012. Since the member-
ship drive will be seeking membership for AgGateway and 
thus representing all the Councils, the AgGateway staff and 
Membership & Communications Committee are working with 
Council Chairs to identify potential membership targets and 

develop communication pieces outlining the benefits of mem-
bership and participation. We will solicit membership through 
implementation of a communication plan aimed at engaging 
specific company targets as well as the general Ag Industry. 
For example, if a potential member company does business in 
multiple segments, we will create a communication targeted 
to that organization outlining the benefits based on those seg-
ments. We also plan to target current non-member, non AGIIS 
subscribers who may be impacted once the D&B Transition 
Task Force recommendations are approved and implemented.

If you have any questions about the 2012 AgGateway Member-
ship Drive, or suggestions for companies that might be inter-
ested in what AgGateway has to offer, please contact Wendy 
Smith at wendy.smith@aggateway.org.

AgGateway via YouTube
Education via YouTube? 

AgGateway Education Committee 

Did you know AgGateway is on YouTube? We are! Check out 
the AgGateway channel at www.youtube.com/user/aggate-
way/feed 

The Education Committee would like your help to determine if 
YouTube would be an effective method to present educational 
videos. Please click this link to take a one minute survey about 
your desire and ability to access AgGateway’s YouTube chan-
nel.

Tonnage Report
Tonnage Reporting Project (TRP) 

By Marilyn Hunter, AgGateway 

What is the Tonnage Reporting Project? 

A group of AgGateway industry members from the Feed and 
Crop Nutrient Councils, working together with state control 
officials from the Plant Food (AAPFCO) and Feed (AAFCO) 
associations, to determine if a standardized format could be 
developed for the reporting of tonnage.

Current AgGateway members participating in the TRP are: 
Ameropa, CF Industries, CHS, Inc., Cultura, International Raw 
Materials, Land O’Lakes, Loveland Products/CPS, Mosaic, Sim-
plot, Southern States, Tessenderlo Kerley, Wilbur-Ellis and Vita 
Plus. In addition, Control Officials from Michigan and Missouri 
have been working closely with the group to provide support 
and direction. 

Overview of Project

The current system of feed and fertilizer tonnage fees/tax 
reporting from registrants, licensees & dealer to States is cum-
bersome and inefficient. Today, fertilizer dealers/registrants/ 
licensees have multiple state-specific reporting requirements 
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and formats to understand and use for proper reporting. Re-
porting is achieved in most states using hard-copy, paper-sub-
mitted forms, creating an administrative burden for companies 
and states alike.

States collect data in various formats: 

•	 By “raw inputs” or by final blend 

•	 By county where distributed/applied (or not) 

•	 By individual dealer license location, or by registrant 

•	 With UFTRS coding supplied by registrant, some not 

•	 States may or may not allow dealers to accept sales to 
other dealers

•	 State web portals 

Forty-seven states require reporting, with 47 different sets of 
requirements, data elements and forms. 

Current Status

The project members have identified what the data element 
requirements are for all 47 states and determined generic 
terms and definitions for those data elements. Rod Conner pre-
sented background on AgGateway and the project, as well as 
the progress of the project, to the AAPFCO (American Associa-
tion of Plant Food Control Officials) in San Antonio in February. 
States were asked to review and validate the information from 
the project members, and some feedback has been received 
from the officials.

Next Steps

•	 To create a draft XML message to enable the industry to 
pull the information from their business systems in a stan-
dardized format.

•	 Work with 3-4 states and 2-3 industry companies to pilot 
the message 

AGIIS Dun & Bradstreet
Dun & Bradstreet Transition Task Force Update

By Wendy Smith, AgGateway and Dave Surber, Dow AgroSciences 

The Dun & Bradstreet Transition Task Force (DBTF), responsible 
for developing the plan to move away from using Dun & Brad-
street and to the global location number (GLN) as the primary 
unique identifier and the plan for entity verification, is review-
ing their final implementation recommendations with the 
affected councils for input and approvals and working through 
a couple final issues identified.

The AgGateway staff, working with our vendor responsible for 
managing AGIIS (CSC), is defining the implementation process, 
the changes required, and the proposed timelines so this work 
can be incorporated with the planned implementation of the 
approved recommendations from the other AGIIS Task Forces 
once the DBTF recommendations are fully approved.

The group is targeting mid-2012 to prepare for recommenda-

tion implementation, make some process changes within 
AGIIS and eliminate the request of new information from 
D&B. January 2013 is the planned timing for implementation 
and changeover from the D&B based EBID to the GLN based 
number in the EBID field in AGIIS. The next step is to resolve 
the one remaining issue and to receive final approval from the 
councils and then from the Directory Oversight Committee.

AgGateway in the News 

By Nancy Appelquist, Entira 

Recently, AgGateway has received some positive publicity in 
the news. In the following article, AgGateway, specifically our 
collaboration across the value chain, is cited as one of the “five 
signs that precision agriculture is moving to a new paradigm.” 
Read more here. (http://entira.net/news-insights/entira-in-
sights/five-signs-precision-agriculture-is-moving-into-a-new-
paradigm-1/)

Future Vision Task Force 

Future Vision Task Force Update

By Wendy Smith, AgGateway 

The AGIIS Future Vision Task Force (aka AGIIS 2.0 or FVTF) 
kicked off their work on February 28 and 29, 2012 in a meeting 
hosted in Raleigh, NC by BASF Corporation. The group’s objec-
tive is to assess our current capabilities against the business 
needs of each of the Councils and define the requirements for 
a database and software that delivers a common set of identi-
fiers and data elements to the Agricultural industry to foster 
e-business and e-commerce for today and into the future. At 
the kick off meeting the group began to get to know each 
other, and started a process to create a common understand-
ing of AGIIS’ capabilities and functionality today among the 
participants. 

We are very excited about having every council represented by 
at least one participant and have just two slots still open. Our 
current participants include: 

Task Force Chair: Wendy Smith (AgGateway) and Vice Chair: 
David Surber (representing AgGateway) 

Ag Retail Council Liaisons: Steve Franzen (Central Valley Ag 
Coop) and Valerie Stopher (Simplot) 

Allied Providers Liaisons: Darlene Gibson (AgData) and 
Duane Reese (AgIntegrated) 

Crop Protection Council Liaisons: Michael Boyer (Dow Agro-
Science) and Tiffany Smith (BASF) 

Crop Nutrition Council Liaison: Brent Kemp (Southern States) 

Feed Council Liaisons: Brent Kemp (serving as representative 
to two Councils) and Steve Leary (Winfield Solutions) 
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Ornamental Horticulture Liaison: Mary Johnson (Syngenta) 

Precision Ag Council Liaisons: Brian Antonucci (ZedX) and 
Joe Ben Bogle (AgConnections) 

Seed Council Liaisons: Greg Erler (Monsanto) and Mary John-
son (serving as representative to two Councils) 

CSC representatives: Arpan Biswas and Matt Weeks 

Core Group participants are required to attend two to three 
face-to-face meetings (including the kick-off meeting), attend 
weekly conference calls, and may be required to complete 
homework between calls. If you are interested in participat-
ing in this Task Force as a representative for the Ornamental 
Horticulture or Crop Nutrition Councils, please contact Wendy 
Smith at wendy.smith@aggateway.org.

As with our other AGIIS Task Forces, there will be an FVTF Input 
Feedback Group established and there are no limitations to 
participation in this group, we plan on an enrollment process 
to identify those who wish to participate in the Input Feed-
back Group. Details on how to sign-up for that group will be 
forthcoming within the next couple weeks.

CLICK Survey 

 Have You Taken Our CLICK Survey?

We discovered that the link for our CLICK Survey in last 
month’s newsletter may have not worked for many of you. If 
you haven’t taken it yet, all AgGateway needs is 30 seconds to 
2 minutes of your time to complete this survey. Never heard 
of CLICK or you haven’t used it? Tell us that in 30 seconds and 
you’re done. Use it, love it, and have improvement ideas? 
Spend an additional minute or two and tell us about it. Click 
HERE to take the CLICK survey!  
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