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Conner’s Corner – September 2011 

Why AgGateway? Here’s Your Elevator Speech
by Rod Conner, President/CEO

It probably won’t surprise you to learn a lot of Agribusiness professionals that I encounter have 
never heard of AgGateway (we’re working to correct that.) Without fail, after asking “What is Ag-
Gateway?” the next question almost always is “Why does the Ag industry need AgGateway?” I’d be 
willing to bet that you get the same question. Does it catch you off guard or do you have an answer 
ready?

I thought it might be helpful in this month’s article to offer you a short elevator speech so next time 
someone asks, you’ll have your answer prepared. Feel free to plagiarize or put this into your own 
words.

This brief elevator speech, like any worth its salt, has a short catchy phrase to help you remember 
it. The reason the Ag Industry needs AgGateway is because “sustainable productive Agriculture 
needs a lot of people working together”.  Read it again a few times, it’s not too hard.

Now that you’ve memorized that, let’s fill in a few blanks.

•	 eBusiness is one of the key elements for long term sustainability and productivity in Agricul-
ture. 
It’s hard to imagine that agriculture could be sustainable or productive without the use of 
information and communication technologies applied to all aspects of the business in a stan-
dardized way. Think precision Agriculture, supply chain management, and the like.

•	 For eBusiness to have a positive impact on Agriculture there must be broad-based participa-
tion, collaboration and support from the stakeholders. 
This can’t be accomplished one company at a time, or even by one Ag industry segment. It 
takes a lot of collaborative effort by a wide variety of people to make it work for everyone in 
the Ag community. 

•	 AgGateway provides the collaborative framework for expanding the use of eBusiness in 
Agriculture. 
AgGateway is the place that this is happening. No one else makes it happen the way we do. 
You can’t afford not to be involved.

There you have it, I hope next time someone asks, you have your answer ready. After that success-
ful communication, text me or send me an email and I’ll follow-up with them.

Rod
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2011 Annual Conference,  
September Updates 
Registration Now Open for Annual Conference
November 8-10, Las Vegas, NV
by Judy Warf

We’re Heading to Vegas! Register Now for the Annual Con-
ference

The countdown is on! In three short months, November 8-10, 
we will be gathering at the beautiful M Resort in Las Vegas 
for the 2011 AgGateway Annual Conference. If you haven’t 
checked out the M Resort yet, I encourage you to visit their 
website and view pictures of the various accommodations. All 
guest rooms will make you feel at home with additional living 
space and include spa-style bathrooms.

Register for the conference by October 8th and you could win a 
free upgrade to a spacious suite that includes a separate pow-
der room, executive office area and separate living space with a 
conversation bar! 

Once your hotel arrangements have been made and you’re 
ready to plan your trip, you’ll want to look into the variety of 
excursions available on Monday, November 8th. Join us on the 
Pink Jeep tours that will take you on a tour of either the Hoover 
Dam, Historic Las Vegas or Red Rock Canyon. More information 
including pricing on the Pink Jeep tours can be found on the 
Annual Conference registration site.

Let’s face it, the hotel accommodations may make you register 
earlier for the conference and the excursions are lots of fun, but 
the biggest reason to attend the Annual Conference is the shar-
ing of ideas, whether it’s through networking with our peers 
or listening to the variety of speakers scheduled to address our 
theme “Winning in Ag with eBusiness . . . Maximizing Your 
Opportunities.”

As part of the speaker line-up, the conference committee has 
lined up a panel of speakers to address “Ways We Win with 
eBusiness.” This panel is comprised of AgGateway members 
and industry experts who will address ways their organizations 
have faced challenges and maximized opportunities through 
the implementation of new technologies. Representatives 
from Key Cooperative and AGDATA will be on hand to tell us 
about some exciting programs they have implemented in their 
organizations. Dr. Terry Griffin and Rick Rice will also discuss 
the benefits of using web-based data analysis. This session is 
a great opportunity to learn what other organizations are do-
ing to raise the bar and perhaps get ideas you may be able to 
implement in your own organization to ‘Maximize Your Oppor-
tunities.’

The 2011 AgGateway Annual Conference is an event you won’t 
want to miss. Register now and secure your spot in Vegas!

AgGateway Welcomes New Member, 
Mueller Electronics 

by Nancy Appelquist

AgGateway recently caught up with new member Mueller 
Electronics, Inc. to discuss the company and their reasons for 
joining AgGateway. Although the company has been around 
for 25 years, they are just beginning to establish a presence 
as they open a new division in North America. Mueller-Elek-
tronik GmbH u. Co. KG, based in the small town of Salzkotten, 
Germany, develops, produces and sells electronic solutions 
for agricultural machinery. The main focus is on harvesters, 
field sprayers, drill/seeder/planting machines, beet harvesters, 
slurry spreaders and ISOBUS-equipment for tractors and imple-
ments.

Vice President of Sales and Marketing David Turner shared that 
Mueller got involved with AgGateway through friends that 
encouraged them to join so that they could become better ac-
quainted with others in the industry and develop relationships 
with channel partners. They feel that their strength in focusing 
on ISO standards will benefit the members of AgGateway as 
they lend their expertise in that area. Mueller received their 
first ISO award in 1993 and is the first manufacturer to be fully 
ISO certified. Mueller is one of the main supporters of the AEF 
“plug-fest” testing group.

A warm welcome to Mueller Electronics.

Annual AgGateway Awards Nominations 
Now Open
Annual AgGateway Award Nominations Now Open

Nominations are now being accepted for our annual industry 
awards. Each year we recognize those within our organization 
that have contributed to AgGateway’s success. Recipients will 
receive their awards at the 2011 Annual Conference in Las 
Vegas.

The Ron Storms Memorial Award:  Deadline 9/30/2011

The Ron Storms Memorial Award recognizes distinguished 
individual efforts in the promotion of electronic standards and 
protocols in agri-business. This lifetime achievement award is 
given annually to a member of AgGateway. Evaluation will be 
based on those characteristics that Ron exemplified includ-
ing Volunteerism, Integrity, Reliability, Selflessness, Character, 
Courage and Sincerity.

For more information on the award including a nomination 
form please click here.

Ag eBusiness Excellence Award:  Deadline 10/7/2011

This award sponsored by CSC Covansys goes to the AgGateway 
member company that best demonstrates the objectives of 
AgGateway including implementation of eBusiness standards, 
use of implementation tools, industry education, and overall 
promotion and expansion of eBusiness in agriculture and 
agriculture-related businesses. (cont. next page)
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As an added bonus, a donation in the amount of $500 will be 
given to the winning company’s charity of choice. 

InfoAg Conference 2011 
InfoAg Conference Recap

For the 10th time since the inaugural event took place in 1995, 
the now biennial InfoAg Conference drew a large and diverse 
crowd to Springfield, IL in July. The conference is hosted by the 
International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI) in North America, 
and produced in partnership with PAQ Interactive and the 
CropLife Media Group.

In total, 715 attendees enjoyed more than 50 presentations 
and perused an exhibit hall that featured more than 80 booths, 
a conference record.

With agriculture flying high and some impressive new technol-
ogy coming online, enthusiasm at the conference was strong. 
Mobile technology was everywhere, from the latest smart-
phones to iPads and notebooks, attendees were interested in 
finding ways to connect conveniently and wirelessly.

Connectivity from the standpoint of improving equipment and 
data compatibility was on everyone’s mind as well. Contrary 
to past conferences, the most significant announcements 
from manufacturers referenced increasing compatibility and 
cross-company partnerships that should result in products and 
software that work better and provide more horsepower.

AgGateway added to the sense of shared cooperation by 
providing members with statuettes to display at booths, and 
when asked about it the representatives at the booths under-
stood what it was and expressed a belief that this initiative is 
on the right track.

September Project Updates 
AgGateway Project Updates for September 2011

CNC-II

This is an extension of the original CNC project under the Crop 
Nutrient Council. This project connects trading partners in the 
Crop Nutrient segment from contracts to invoice and payment 
details. The following companies at this time have committed 
to this project: Agrium, Ameropa, CHS, Inc., Crop Production 
Services (CPS), GROWMARK, Inc., International Raw Materials 
(IRM), Mosaic Company, Richardson International, and Tessend-
erlo Kerley, Inc. (TKI).  We have completed the Phase 1 design 
review and the trading partners are now in the process of 
scheduling implementation.  

Product Cost Information (PCI) Project

This project is sponsored by the Crop Protection Council to 
connect manufacturers with their distributors to transmit 
product cost information electronically. This project is sched-
uled for two phases (design & implementation). We have 
completed Phase 1 design portion of the project.  BASF, Bayer 
CropScience, Crop Production Services, Dow AgroSciences, 
DuPont Crop Protection, GROWMARK, Monsanto Company, 
Syngenta Crop Protection, Winfield Solutions and Wilbur-Ellis 

Company are committed to Phase 2--the implementation por-
tion of the project.

We have completed most of the work for Phase 2 and waiting 
for the implementation. The following trading partners have 
gone into production: Winfield Solutions & Dow AgroSciences, 
Bayer CropScience & GROWMARK, Inc., Wilbur-Ellis Company 
& Monsanto Company, Wilbur-Ellis Company & Dow AgroSci-
ences, Monsanto & CPS. Most of the other trading partners are 
targeted to complete their connections in the project in the 
near future.

Congratulations to Monsanto who has completed all their con-
nections for this project and is working with a trading partner 
outside of the project, who through the Enabling Services is 
now ready to implement soon.

XML Remittance Payment (XRP) Project

This project is sponsored by the Crop Nutrient Council to 
electronically send the payment remittance information from 
the buyers to the sellers. This project has completed Phase 
1 (design) and participants are in the development stage of 
Phase 2. Those companies participating in this project: BASF, 
CF, GROWMARK, Inc., International Raw Material, and Mosaic 
Company.

Mosaic and GROWMARK went into production with this mes-
sage in April 2011. No change from last month.

SC-II Project

The charter for this project has been approved by the Seed 
Council at the CCP meeting, as well as appointed an interim 
board to get this project started. The interim board has been 
meeting since 8/12 on a a weekly basis to work on the initia-
tion of this project. If you have any questions or are interested 
in being involved in this project, please contact the interim 
board chair Pam Inness (Pam.Inness@pam.inness@cpsagu.
com) or Marilyn Hunter (marilyn@aggateway.org).

Other projects in the works

3rd Party Connectivity

Project is about including 3rd party entities in eBusiness and 
may include a variety of messaging formats. A presentation/
webinar including the business process flows as general 
information on this project was completed in October for the 
membership. A presentation was made at the AgGateway 
Conference. This group met at the CCP meeting in Plymouth, 
MN, June 15th. No update from last month.

Fertilizer Tonnage Reporting

This group met at AgGateway’s Annual Conference and 
renewed the enthusiasm for this project. There was an ini-
tial meeting in Phoenix March 1-2 with Joe Slater (Secretary 
of AAPFCO) and a number of AgGateway members. Those 
companies that participated: Tessenderlo Kerley, Wilbur-Ellis 
Company; Loveland Products (part of Crop Product Services), 
International Raw Materials, The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) and Ag 
Retailers Association (ARA).
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Discussion on the current needs, and proposed solution were 
discussed. Another on 4/12/11 in Monterey, CA in conjunction 
with the TFI Economic Council. We met at the CCP meeting in 
Plymouth, MN on Thursday, June to review the draft charter. 
The Crop Nutrition Council will be reviewing for approval at 
their next meeting. In addition, TFI made a presentation to 
AAPFCO (American Assoc. of Plant Food Control Officials) 
in Austin on 8/1-8/2/11. If this project is of interest, please 
contact Marilyn Hunter (marilyn@aggateway.org) or Kathy 
Mathers (KMathers@tfi.org).

Feed Tonnage Reporting

An initial meeting was held at the CCP meeting in Plymouth, 
MN on Wednesday, June 15th. At the meeting we started re-
viewing a draft charter; discussed AFIA’s help in doing a survey 
to see if this would be something that the AFIA companies 
would be interested in participating in. The survey has been 
sent out and we are awaiting the results of that survey. If you 
have any interest in this project please contact Marilyn Hunter 
(marilyn@aggateway.org) or Phil Kubesh (PKubesh@vitaplus.
com).

Returnable/Refillable Container Identification Project

Working with CropLife America to recommend the Global Re-
turnable Asset Identifier (GRAI) as the standard for identifying 
the returnable/refillable containers. EPA regulation goes into 
effect on 8/16/2011 which mandates all refillable containers 
must be identified with a unique identifier. A recommendation 
was presented to the CLA Stewardship Committee that the 
GRAI be the standard identifier for the refillable containers.

CropLife Canada Connectivity Project

This project is in the initial stages. Our first initial meeting 
was held at the CCP meeting in Plymouth, MN on Thursday, 
June 16th. We will be meeting again with CLC in September in 
Winnipeg. In the mean time, AgGateway and CLC will work on 
how to communicate the eBusiness message out to the group 
interested and those companies that have connected in the US 
and have a counter-part in Canada. Rod Conner and Marilyn 
Hunter have had a number of calls with some of the Cana-
dian companies and will be meeting with them and CropLife 
Canada on September 7th.

Any questions can be directed to Projects Director, Marilyn 
Hunter (marilyn@aggateway.org).

AGIIS Task Force Updates
AGIIS Task Force Updates - Duplicates, Entity Rules & Products

Four task forces focused on improving AGIIS to meet current 
and future subscriber needs are currently underway; updates 
on three of these task forces follow.

AGIIS Duplicate Task Force (ADTF) 

The AGIIS Duplicate Task Force (ADTF) completed drafting 
recommendations on substandard data, address, and data 
synchronization, presented the recommendations to the 

Entity Functional Group and will be presenting these recom-
mendations to the DOC on September 14, 2011. The group is 
currently working on the draft recommendations for Duplicate 
Reporting, Third Name Field, and the Implementation Timeline 
and plans to present the full ADTF recommendation to the 
DOC this month. However, the group is still seeking feedback 
on the proposed recommendations. Please take a moment to 
review the recommendations proposed to date on the AGIIS 
Duplicates Task Force webpage within the AgGateway website 
under the Recommendations file.   

Entity Rules Task Force (ERTF)

The Entity Rules Task Force (ERTF) continues to meet weekly. 
They’ve validated the entity definition and reviewed and 
discussed the ADTF recommendations on Entity Types and In-
dustry flags. Currently, they’re working on a recommendation 
to replace entity types with entity classification. This month the 
group plans to draft a simplified set of rules for entities, review 
recommendations from the Dun & Bradstreet Transition Task 
Force on entity verification as well as the recommended data 
elements from their own task force’s discussions and discuss 
draft verification rules. A face-to-face meeting is scheduled in 
Liberty, MO September 13-14 (hosted by Rosen’s) at which the 
group plans to draft their recommendations to present to the 
Entity Functional Group, and ultimately the DOC.

Products Task Force (PTF) 

The Products Task Force (PTF) also continues to meet weekly. 
This group continues to address barriers to use of the direc-
tory and identified a need for documentation to assist those 
interested in using the product directory. A PTF sub-task force 
recommended we flatten the product load to a single record 
per product and the task force is reviewing that recommenda-
tion. In September the group plans to refine the list of root 
causes of the barriers to product directory use and create rec-
ommendations to overcome or mitigate each. In addition, they 
plan to document gaps in documentation and implementation 
and make recommendations to address each of these areas.

If you are interested in participating on one of these task forces 
or through their respective Input/Feedback groups, please 
contact Wendy Smith at wendy.smith@aggateway.org or Mari-
lyn Hunter @ marilyn@aggateway.org.

Share Your Good Work
by Rod Conner, President/CEO

The Membership and Communications Committee has re-
sponsibility for the monthly AgGateway Newsletter. Member-
ship and Communications is continuously looking for content 
that builds on the many terrific things happening within the 
AgGateway organization. Throughout the membership and 
individual employees of the member companies, there are 
most likely some terrific things being done across the agricul-
ture community.

Membership and Communications would like to add a month-
ly feature, highlighting companies or individuals interacting in 
some way in their community, to make it a better community. 
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Since most folks are not boastful about their involvements, 
it may take someone else to make their accomplishments 
known.

Do you know about an individual or company that is doing 
a project, etc. in their community and would like to share 
information about the good work?  If yes, please contact Jerry 
Coupe at jcoupe@wilburellis.com. Membership and Com-
munications would really like to feature local activities in the 
coming newsletters.

Sponsorship Opportunities
Feature Your Business At the Annual  
Conference!

The 2011 AgGateway Annual Conference is gearing up to be 
our biggest event ever! With the addition of new councils and 
members this year, we plan on seeing an increase in atten-
dance from 2010. In order to plan for a conference of this size 
we need help from you-our member companies.

Becoming an Annual Conference sponsor not only ensures 
we can host a conference that will be informative and well 
worth your time to attend, but also provides all the extras that 
help turn a good conference into a great conference! We have 
several new sponsorships available this year at a variety of 
price ranges to meet your budget. If you haven’t contributed 
as a sponsor before, let 2011 be the year your organization 
becomes a vital part of this can’t miss event.

Contact Darlene Gibson (Darlene.Gibson@agdata.net) or 
Wendy Smith (wendy.smith@aggateway.org) to learn ways you 
can help with the AgGateway Annual Conference. For a list of 
opportunities, click here.

We Need Your Feedback
Ag Gateway is looking for ways to better integrate our new 
members. If you have suggestions, we’d appreciate your feed-
back. We also welcome new and existing members to join one 
of our many taskforces, please email Rod Conner at rodcon-
ner@aggateway.com if interested.




