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Conner’s Corner - May 2011 

Increasing Productivity in Agriculture
by Rod Conner, President/CEO

Last week the AgGateway Board of Directors met in St. Louis for their quarterly board meeting 
and for a special session to discuss how councils do their project planning and how we can better 
coordinate cross-council projects.  The work that was done will no doubt have a positive impact on 
AgGateway’s councils in the near future.  An opening presentation on “Retail and Farming in the 
Future” by Dr. W. David Downey, Purdue University, was of special interest.  Dr. Downey focused on 
three main points:  1) the Ag marketplace is changing dramatically, 2) farms are consolidating and 
farm management therefore is evolving to a more industrial model, and 3) the implications for Ag 
Retailers and AgGateway are significant.

The changing marketplace is a theme that we’ve been hearing for the past several years.  The indus-
trialization of farming is also becoming more apparent every year.  As I listened to the presentation, 
I was struck by the potential for these changes to significantly alter how the current supply chain 
operates. To quote Dr. Downey, “Competition drives efficiency up and margins down…. The squeeze 
is on the distribution system.…”  Is that important to AgGateway members?  You bet!  Most of Ag-
Gateway’s standards and implementation guidelines were developed for the supply chain over the 
past 15 to 20 years.  Our accomplishments have helped members “do more with less”, “streamline 
the supply chain”, and all the other catchphrases that we’ve heard and used.   The changes that are 
underway in agriculture suggest an appropriate theme for AgGateway going forward “driving ef-
ficiencies in the new agriculture supply chain”.

Driving efficiencies in the evolving supply chain of the future means going beyond the traditional 
order-to-cash transactional standards and implementations AgGateway has focused on in the past.   
We already see evidence that our focus is expanding with the establishment of the Ag Retail and 
Precision Agriculture Councils.  The Seed Council, through projects like GTTR (Germplasm, Treat-
ment, and Trait Reporting) is working on making reporting easier and less complex for retailers.  The 
Crop Nutrition and Feed Councils are addressing the complexity of state tonnage and tonnage tax 
reporting, and the Precision Ag Council has several planned initiatives aimed at developing and uti-
lizing standards that will allow industry partners to more rapidly develop and innovate around the 
precision agriculture and decision support systems concept.  I expect that this is only the beginning 
of many more initiatives to come in all of the councils. 

There can be no doubt that the agriculture industry is changing and with it the supply chain.  Ag-
Gateway is well positioned and will be right there to help drive the efficiencies needed for the new 
marketplace.condition. For that we can all be appreciative.
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Mid-Year CCP Meeting Offers Variety of 
Activities

By Marcia Rhodus 
The agenda for this year’s Mid-Year CCP meeting is now avail-
able on AgGateway’s website.  Click Agenda for details.

This year’s meeting is packed full with Committees, Councils 
and Project Meetings as well as a couple of speakers, Dr. Mike 
Rahm, VP Market Analysis and Strategic Planning with Mosaic 
and Hank Roark, Manager of Architecture and Development, 
Intelligent Solutions Group with John Deere. The meeting 
will also provide attendees ample networking opportunities 
through networking luncheons sponsored by Mosaic and Ag-
Data, and on Wednesday evening, Mosaic is hosting a cocktail 
reception and dinner. 

The CCP meeting is a great opportunity to invite one of your 
non-member trading partners to attend.  They can see first 
hand the work AgGateway is doing to promote e-connectivity 
within our industry.   If you have yet to register or are inviting a 
trading partner, click here to complete your registration now.

Why not also book your hotel room while you are registering.  
Click here to the Crowne Plaza’s registration.  Don’t forget to 
book your hotel room before May 23rd to receive the discount-
ed group rate of $89 per night plus tax.  The Mid-Year AgGate-
way CCP Meeting is scheduled for June 14-16 in Minneapolis, 
MN.

The CCP Meeting Committee

 Denise Nelsen

 Marcia Rhodus

 Steve Leary

 Pam Wilson

Be a Sponsor! 

2011 AgGateway Annual Meeting & Conference 
Sponsorship Opportunities
By Darlene Gibson

Planning for the 2011 AgGateway Meeting & Conference is 
well underway. The Conference Committee is working on the 
slate of presenters to speak to our theme of ”Winning in Ag 
with eBusiness…Maximizing Your Opportunities”. The commit-
tee is also looking for sponsors to help ensure that the 2011 
Conference is thought-provoking, productive and has some-
thing of interest for all our members. The Committee would 
like to thank our current Platinum sponsors: AgData, BASF and 
Monsanto, as well as all the others that have already commit-
ted to sponsoring the 2011 Annual Conference including the 
Agricultural Retailers Association, CF Industries, CSC, Dow 
AgroSciences, Elemica, GROWMARK, Southern States, and XS, 
Inc. THANK YOU ALL!

We still have more than 30 great sponsorship opportunities 
still available – your organization could sponsor a refreshment 
break, reception, a speaker for the conference, or a student 
in the Gateway to Ag Careers Initiative. Also, new for 2011 we 
have two GOLD level sponsorship opportunities. In addition to 
a high level of visibility, this sponsorship provides a speaking 
opportunity at one of two breakfasts. 

All sponsors receive the following, in addition to the elements 
offered with each specific sponsorship opportunity:

•	 Company logo with a link to company website displayed 
on the AgGateway Annual Conference website in the 
sponsors section.

•	 Company name and link to company website included in 
the Conference Agenda on the AgGateway Annual Confer-
ence website adjacent to sponsored activity.

•	 Company name, logo, and sponsorship included in printed 
Conference Program.

•	 Recognition of your sponsorship from the podium as ap-
propriate.

•	 Opportunity to provide a single, printed brochure for 
inclusion in attendee conference packets.

For additional details, or to view all the sponsorship oppor-
tunities and a description of each, click on the following link: 
Sponsorship Opportunity.  If you would like a sponsorship 
opportunity other than those listed on the website, or if you 
have any questions, please contact either Darlene Gibson at 
704-367-4601 or via email at Darlene.Gibson@agdata.net  or 
Wendy Smith at 919-435-0435 or via email at wendy.smith@
aggateway.org. With your help, we can ensure the 2011 Annual 
Meeting & Conference is a success!

Welcome to Central Valley Ag Cooperative 
& AGCO

By Nancy Appelquist

Central Valley Ag Cooperative (CVA) is a member owned 
farmer’s cooperative located in central and eastern Nebraska. 
They provide Agronomy, Energy, Feed and Grain products and 
services to over 10,000 producers in the area. With over 360 
full time employees, Central Valley strives to be the first choice 
for any of their producers’ needs. Although they have been in 
business for quite some time, CVA has experienced consistent 
growth, and now stands at approximately $575 million in gross 
sales with their Advanced Cropping Systems (ACS) and seed 
business leading the way.  Last year they received the presti-
gious “retailer of the year” award from Agricultural Retailers 
Association.

Central Valley’s Karl Hensley said that they initially got involved 
with AgGateway through their relationship with former CEO 
Ron Farrell and had been considering joining for some time.  
Now seemed like a great time to join because decisions are 
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getting made by manufacturers that require retailers to use 
multiple technology platforms.  Joining AgGateway gives 
CVA the opportunity to provide input and help their chan-
nel partners do what’s best for their customers and growers 
alike.  Hensley feels there’s a need to standardize things like 
bar codes and equipment technology and that CVA can help 
in that effort by providing insight as to how things will actually 
be implemented by retailers. Their website is www.cvacoop.
com.

AGCO offers a broad range of tractors, combines, sprayers, for-
age and tillage equipment, implements with a focus to provide 
high-tech solutions for farmers feeding the world. Today, farm-
ers are using AGCO’s proven technology to save fuel, improve 
production, manage chemical and fertilizer applications and 
ensure compliance with environmental regulations. AGCO’s 
Advanced Technology Solutions group (www.agcotechnolo-
gies.com) provides specific solutions for satellite-based steer-
ing, data collection, yield-mapping and other capabilities as 
well as more comprehensive solutions for precision farming.

ACGO originally got involved through a meeting in Des Moines 
sponsored by the USDA that discussed standardization of data 
transfer.  While there they were asked to participate in AgGate-
way’s annual meeting as a guest in the Precision Agriculture 
council. 

According to Ben Studer (Manager, ATS Product Management, 
Global), being able to talk to peers in a neutral way and leave 
competitive issues at the door is one of the biggest benefits 
to joining Ag Gateway.  It’s a great opportunity to work with 
colleagues to find a common solution to industry issues that 
make things better for the customer according to Studer.  One 
final benefit to AGCO is the ability to understand what’s going 
on in other ag sectors that might impact precision technology 
such as traceability.  By attending meetings and receiving the 
newsletter member companies can see how projects in other 
areas might affect them in the future

AgGateway would like to extend a warm welcome to Central 
Valley Ag Cooperative and AGCO.

AgGateway Unveils CLICK
By Jim Wilson

We create standards to enable implementation. Those who 
participate in standards development generally have a clear 
understanding of what they have produced as a result of 
their experiences. Often those who participate do so with the 
expectation that their company will implement the standards 
soon after publication. Over time memories fade; people move 
on to other roles, companies, or retirement; and new imple-
menters consider their standards as options. For those new 
implementers, trying to understand standards can be intimi-
dating. In 2004, Jim Wilson decided to do something about it.

In 2004 there were tools that enabled standards browsing, but 
they were (and still are) generally expensive and exposed too 

many technical details that distract from a business under-
standing. So in April 2004 Jim developed an HTML-based stan-
dards browser application for AgXML and for CIDX. At the time 
it was experimental and the name was descriptive rather than 
catchy: Interactive Data Dictionary. The tool was soon adapted 
to work with AgGateway’s Ag eStandards. The tool enabled 
users to browse Ag eStandards, including definitions, code list 
values, where components were used, etc. Along with the tool, 
Jim generated an Excel expression of the standards. The Excel 
expressions enabled Marilyn Hunter, AgGateway’s Projects 
Director, in her connectivity projects to specify how applicable 
messages would be used in a particular project’s context. That 
tool is still in use today.

The tools became so useful that the demand grew for more 
timely delivery of updates following a standards release and 
for even delivering versions for draft standards. While much 
of the generation process was automated, it was still quite 
involved and error-prone. So Jim went back to the drawing 
board and decided that rather than generating a bunch of files 
for each release, why not put a tool in the hands of the end 
user that could generate exactly what they want when they 
want. So he produced a desktop-installable tool called CLICK 
with the following features:

•	 Can be bundled with any standard (meeting certain tech-
nical requirements)

•	 Provides all the standards browsing features of the Inter-
active Data Dictionary including the ability to: 

•	 See a message or component structure complete with 
icons, colors, and other visual cues (helps business 
analysts understand messages)

•	 See where a message component is used, both in 
terms of parent components and messages (helps 
developers understand where they can reuse existing 
code or mapping resources)

•	 See codes lists

•	 See definitions, notes, and sample values

•	 Quick function to create a sample message or part of a 
message (favorite developer tool)

•	 Quick function to create a subset of a message schema 
containing only the parts (helps developers implement 
only what is necessary, ignoring the rest)

•	 Quick function to copy a hierarchical path to the clipboard 
(helps business analysts reference standards components; 
helps developers with coding or mapping)

•	 Quick function to create an Excel expression of a message 
(helps business analysts collaborate when document-
ing how a message will be used in a particular business 
context)

•	 Quick function to create and partially populate an email 
template that enables feedback to AgGateway on how to 
improve the standard
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•	 Supports multiple languages (tested with Japanese)

As is often the case with a useful tool, suggestions for addi-
tional functionality poured in. We look forward to considering 
our next steps in light of our dedication to enabling eBusiness 
in the agriculture industry. 

Members may download CLICK today at http://www.aggate-
way.org/

Introducing NEXUSe2e 4.5
By Markus Breilmann

solutions direkt is pleased to announce the immediate avail-
ability of NEXUSe2e version 4.5. NEXUSe2e is the premier 
open source business messaging solution used by a number 
of AgGateway member organizations. The new version packs 
a number of improvements that include new features and 
usability, performance and robustness enhancements. High-
lights include support for the AgGateway Web Services Guide-
line and rapid prototyping features. The following overview 
lists the major improvements in this version.

Interoperability

The NEXUSe2e ebXML Transport implementation has been 
revised in version 4.5 to better comply with the standard and 
better interoperate with other ebXML implementations. As 
an alternative to the ebXML messaging protocol, NEXUXe2e 
4.5 implements the AgGateway Web Service Guideline. This 
provides an important interoperability option for AgGateway 
members and their trading partners.

Usability

Most Certificate Authorities have recently updated their poli-
cies to no longer accept 1024 bit RSA keys. Consequently, 
many users had to build their Certificate Signing Request (CSR) 
external to the application. As of version 4.5, NEXUSe2e sup-
ports key lengths of 2048 and 4096 bits when creating a CSR.

Another nice refinement worth mentioning is that the NEXU-
Se2e title bar is now collapsible to save valuable space in your 
browser window. Finally a handful of user interface quirks 
associated with Firefox 4 and Internet Explorer browsers were 
addressed.

Monitoring and Troubleshooting

Several improvements have been made in the way NEXUSe2e 
shares its information with the outbound world. This includes 
log messages, remote access, and interactive script debug-
ging. The following sections provide more detail about these 
features.

Conversation log messages

NEXUSe2e 4.5 now shows all conversation or message-related 
error, warning, and information output directly on your 

Transaction Reporting screen. This saves time when you have 
trouble exchanging messages with a specific partner or if you 
need detailed log information related to the processing of a 
specific message or conversation.

Transaction Reporting: See immediately why this message failed. 
In this example, the backend returns an HTTP 403 error code (“For-
bidden”) due to incorrect credentials.

Web Services

The developers added an enhanced administration and report-
ing Web Service interface for remote and mobile applications. 
This will allow you to check the NEXUSe2e application’s health 
status, message and error statistics, conversation, and message 
processing and much more from wherever you are.

Live debugging and analysis with Groovy scripting

Groovy is an object-oriented scripting language for the Java 
Runtime. With the new Groovy console built into NEXUSe2e 
4.5, you can script extensions, database queries or debugging 
code and directly run them in the NEXUSe2e environment. 
This is a convenient and powerful tool to “look into” a running 
NEXUSe2e server application.

Groovy shell script that prints out all choreographies from the current 
NEXUSe2e configuration
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Rapid prototyping and development with Groovy  
scripting

With the new Groovy pipelet, you can rapidly script prototypes 
for your message processing, document mapping, or routing 
requirements. Even with little experience in software develop-
ment, you can easily add new features to the existing NEXU-
Se2e pipeline processing, being able to access all tools and 
functionality provided by the NEXUSe2e messaging software. 
Changes to the Groovy script don’t require any new software 
deployment, simply applying your changes to the NEXUSe2e 
configuration will let you test a new version of your code.

Robustness and performance

Robustness and performance were the main goals for NEXU-
Se2e 4.5 leading to a major improvements in message han-
dling and processing core. Simulating thousands of messages 
and various behavior patterns of backend systems, solutions 
direkt confirmed that the message processing issues that 
might occur in some heavy-load scenarios have been ad-
dressed. Further improvements affect clustered environments, 
state machine and the re-queuing functionality.

Summary

The release of NEXUSe2e 4.5 demonstrates solutions direkt’s 
commitment to its continued support of the agriculture indus-
try. The robustness, performance, usability, prototyping, and 
reporting improvements make this a must-have upgrade for all 
NEXUSe2e users.

AGIIS Duplicate (Entities) Task Force 
(ADTF)
By Wendy Smith

The purpose of this task force is to establish AGIIS as the 
industry benchmark for accurate and trusted information by 
defining a solution which eliminates existing duplicate entities 
and prevents the creation of new duplicate entities in AGIIS. 
The group is reviewing duplicate entity issues, identifying 
and/or confirming root causes of duplicate entities, identify-
ing potential solutions and creating a recommendation and 
implementation plan.

The ADTF held their Kick-Off Meeting January 11-12 at CF 
Industries in Deerfield, IL where they discussed expectations, 
received an orientation on the duplicate entity issue, reviewed 
duplicate examples to understand the different perspectives 
on what constitutes a duplicate, defined deliverables of the 
task force, and created a proposed path forward. The group 
continues to meet each week via an hour and a half confer-
ence call. They have two additional face-to- face meetings 
scheduled, one in March to be hosted by AgData (Charlotte, 
NC) and another in May hosted once again by CF Industries. 

They will present their recommendations to the DOC at the 
2011 Committees, Councils, and Projects Meeting in Minne-
apolis in June.

The Task Force consists of two groups: a core, working group 
comprised of individuals who can make the significant time 
commitment required, and a second, larger group for input 
and feedback. This Input Feedback Group will receive requests 
for information, input and feedback and will also receive all 
ADTF meeting notes and work product. An email invitation 
was sent to those who expressed an interest in this group 
or were identified by core group members as someone that 
might be interested in the topic. 

Members of the Core working group represent Ag Retail, Allied 
Providers, Crop Nutrition, Crop Protection, Feed, Precision Ag, 
and Seed Councils as well as the Enhanced Feed Connectivity, 
the Product Cost Information, and the Germplasm Trait and 
Treatment Reporting Projects and include:

•	 Greg Erler (Monsanto)

•	 Pam Gaines (Brandt)

•	 Lorie Gasso (CSC)

•	 Amy Groh (CF Industries)

•	 Brent Kemp (Southern States Coop)

•	 David Lane (AgData) - Member Lead

•	 Steve Leary (Winfield Solutions)

•	 Keith Milburn (Growmark)

•	 Denise Nelsen (Mosaic)

•	 John Reichle (Bayer Crop Science)

•	 Dave Rye (Syngenta)

•	 Tiffany Smith (BASF)

•	 Wendy Smith (AgGateway) - Staff Lead

•	 Kelly Uland (Dow AgroSciences)

•	 Josh Wall (CSC)

If you are interested in participating in the Input Feedback 
group or have any questions about this task force, please con-
tact Wendy Smith at wendy.smith@aggateway.com.

Project Updates for May 2011
By Marilyn Hunter

CNC-II 
This is an extension of the original CNC project under the Crop 
Nutrient Council.  This project connects trading partners in the 
Crop Nutrient segment from contracts to invoice and payment 
details.   The following companies at this time have committed 
to this project:  Agrium, Ameropa, CHS, Inc., Crop Production 

5



6

Services (CPS), GROWMARK, Inc., International Raw Materials 
(IRM), Mosaic Company, Richardson International, and Tes-
senderlo Kerley, Inc. (TKI).   The committee has just completed 
the review of the Contract and ContractResponse, and review-
ing the OrderCreate messages.

XML Remittance Payment (XRP) Project 
This project is sponsored by the Crop Nutrient Council to 
electronically send the payment remittance information from 
the buyers to the sellers.  This project has completed phase 
1 (design) and participants are in the development stage of 
phase 2.  Those companies participating in this project:  BASF, 
CF, GROWMARK, Inc., International Raw Material, and Mosaic 
Company.   Mosaic and GROWMARK have gone into produc-
tion with this message in April 2011.

Radio Frequency ID (RFID) Guidelines Project 
 Companies committed to this project are Tessenderlo Kerley 
(TKI), Dow AgroSciences and Monsanto Company.  The team 
has completed their work.  The draft guidelines have been 
posted to the AgGateway wiki (Click here to access.)  If unable 
to access, contact Jim Wilson jim.wilson@kcx.com.

Other projects in the works

Tonnage Tax 
This group met at AgGateway’s Annual Conference and re-
newed the enthusiasm for this project. Those companies that 
participated:  Tessenderlo Kerley (TKI), Wilbur-Ellis Company, 
Loveland Products (part of Crop Product Services), Interna-
tional Raw Materials, The Fertilizer Institute and Ag Retailers 
Association. The group met again in April in Monterey, CA in 
conjunction with the TFI Economic Council and is waiting on 
the Association of American Plant Food Control Officials for 
determination of how AgGateway can help with their pilot 
project. 

Any questions can be directed to Projects Director, Marilyn Hunter 
(marilyn@aggateway.org).
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