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I know it’s hard to believe, but AGIIS will be eight years old this August! Initially created to integrate three 
previously separate databases (the Allied Directory, the North American Purchaser Directory and the Product 
Directory), AGIIS went into production in August of 2003. Since that time, there have been a lot of changes - 
AgGateway was created in November 2005, and we’ve grown from five to eight councils and from the original 
ten founding members to the 127 members we have today. AGIIS has changed as well as we implemented 
enhancements to better meet the needs of subscribers, eConnectivity implementation efforts and various 
industry segments.  

However, with the challenges and increasing complexity facing agriculture, and the addition of new Ag indus-
try segments such as Ag Retail, Ornamental Horticulture and Precision AG and others considering participa-
tion, we need to continue to improve AGIIS to meet both current subscriber needs and those yet to come, We 
want to make sure that AGIIS continues to offer value today and into the future, providing subscribers with the 
unique identifiers and other elements needed to implement eBusiness across the Agricultural Industry. 

With that in mind, the Directory Oversight Committee (DOC) has or will initiate the following task forces in 
2011:

AGIIS Duplicate (Entities) Task Force (ADTF) started January 2011. This team is focused on establishing AGIIS as 
the industry benchmark for accurate and trusted information by defining a solution which eliminates existing 
duplicate entities and prevents the creation of new duplicate entities in AGIIS. They will present their recom-
mendations to the DOC at the 2011 Committees, Councils, and Projects Meeting in Minneapolis in June.

Entity Rules Task Force will kickoff April 4-5 , 2011. The objective of this task force is to review the rules that ap-
ply to entities and create a “straw man” of proposed entity rules. The proposed AGIIS entity rules will support 
the needs for entity identification in eBusiness for all councils. This group will coordinate with the ADTF and 
will present their recommendations to the DOC at the Annual AgGateway Conference in November 2011. 

Product Task Force will hold their Kick Off meeting April 6-7. The objective of this group is to focus on review-
ing the current rules, processes, and applications of product related aspects of AGIIS and creating a recom-
mended path forward that will reduce barriers and increase use and value to AGW members and subscribers. 
This group will also consider the needs of all segments and will coordinate with the Seed Council AGIIS Task 
Force (focused on products) and with new Ornamental Horticulture Council Adapting AGIIS to Horticulture – 
Unique Product Definition, Product Trackable Attributes Task Force. This group will also present their recom-
mendations to the DOC at the Annual AgGateway Conference in November 2011. 

AGIIS 2.0 Task Force will be initiated no later than July 2011 and will focus on assessing the current and future 
needs of members versus current AGIIS capabilities/functionality and recommending a path forward to ensure 
AGIIS provides subscribers value today and in the future. They will take the perspective of “If we were creating 
AGIIS today, what would it look like.”

More detailed information about each task force and task force updates will be provided in upcoming news-
letters. Additional information about the AGIIS Duplicates Task Force is included in a separate article within 
this newsletter. 

In addition, we are creating a webpage on the AgGateway website where information about each task force, 
as well as meeting notes and work product, will be available to all AgGateway members. If you interested in 
participating on one of these task forces, please contact Wendy Smith at wendy.smith@aggateway.org.
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Save the Date - CCP Mid-Year Meeting! 
By Marcia Rhodus

Place a hold on your calendar for the next 2011 Mid-Year CCP 
Meeting to be held June 14th - 16th in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota. Mosaic Company will be hosting this year’s event at the 
Crown Plaza located in Plymouth, which is located adjacent to 
their headquarters and an easy drive from the airport. Includ-
ed in this year’s event will be a dinner on Wednesday night 
hosted by Mosaic. 

The CCP Mid Year Meeting is focused on face to face working 
sessions for Councils, Committees and Projects. Registration 
will be available thru the AgGateway website in mid-March. 
For additional information about the upcoming CCP Meeting, 
please contact Denise Nelsen at Denise.Nelsen@mosaicco.
com.

AGIIS Duplicate (Entities) Task Force 
(ADTF)
By Wendy Smith, COO/ Executive Vice President

The purpose of this task force is to establish AGIIS as the 
industry benchmark for accurate and trusted information by 
defining a solution which eliminates existing duplicate entities 
and prevents the creation of new duplicate entities in AGIIS. 
The group is reviewing duplicate entity issues, identifying 
and/or confirming root causes of duplicate entities, identify-
ing potential solutions and creating a recommendation and 
implementation plan.

The ADTF held their Kick-Off Meeting January 11-12 at CF 
Industries in Deerfield, IL where they discussed expectations, 
received an orientation on the duplicate entity issue, reviewed 
duplicate examples to understand the different perspectives 
on what constitutes a duplicate, defined deliverables of the 
task force, and created a proposed path forward. The group 
continues to meet each week via an hour and a half confer-
ence call. They have two additional face-to- face meetings 
scheduled, one in March to be hosted by AgData (Charlotte, 
NC) and another in May hosted once again by CF Industries. 
They will present their recommendations to the DOC at the 
2011 Committees, Councils, and Projects Meeting in Minne-
apolis in June.

The Task Force consists of two groups: a core, working group 
comprised of individuals who can make the significant time 
commitment required, and a second, larger group for input 
and feedback. This Input Feedback Group will receive requests 
for information, input and feedback and will also receive all 
ADTF meeting notes and work product. An email invitation 
was sent to those who expressed an interest in this group 
or were identified by core group members as someone that 
might be interested in the topic. 

Members of the Core working group represent Ag Retail, Al-
lied Providers, Crop Nutrition, Crop Protection, Feed, Precision 
Ag, and Seed Councils as well as the Enhanced Feed Connec-
tivity, the Product Cost Information, and the Germplasm Trait 
and Treatment Reporting Projects and include:

•	 Greg Erler (Monsanto)

•	 Pam Gaines (Brandt)

•	 Lorie Gasso (CSC)

•	 Amy Groh (CF Industries)

•	 Brent Kemp (Southern States Coop)

•	 David Lane (AgData) - Member Lead

•	 Steve Leary (Winfield Solutions)

•	 Keith Milburn (Growmark)

•	 Denise Nelsen (Mosaic)

•	 John Reichle (Bayer Crop Science)

•	 Dave Rye (Syngenta)

•	 Tiffany Smith (BASF)

•	 Wendy Smith (AgGateway) - Staff Lead

•	 Kelly Uland (Dow AgroSciences)

•	 Josh Wall (CSC)

If you are interested in participating in the Input Feedback 
group or have any questions about this task force, please con-
tact Wendy Smith at wendy.smith@aggateway.com.

2011 Annual Meeting & Conference
Conference Committee

November will be here before you know it, so mark the dates 
of the AgGateway Annual Meeting & Conference, November 
8 - 10, 2011 on your calendar TODAY!

The Annual Conference Committee is busy planning for a 
great event on November 6 - 8 in beautiful Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. We have chosen a theme of ‘eBusiness Without Walls . . 
. Collaboration, Integration and Innovation’  and will be sched-
uling a lineup of speakers to help us explore ways  to promote, 
enable and expand eBusiness in Agriculture through the tools 
of collaboration, integration and innovation.

If you would like to be a part of this team, contact Judy Warf 
(jwarf@agvance.net) or Karen Thomas (karen.thomas@sscoop.
com).

 
AgGateway Welcomes Ten New Members
By Jerry Coupe

Please welcome the following companies who may already be 
business partners with your organization -

•	 AgIntegrated, Inc.

•	 Ag Leader Technology

•	 AGRIS

•	 CHS
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•	 Chemical Producers and Distributors Association (CPDA)

•	 Crop IMS

•	 Crystal Certified Solutions

•	 Pro Ag

•	 Richardson International

For the past decade, AgIn-
tegrated’s management 
team worked together to 

provide a variety of Precision Ag, logistical, and information 
management software services to the agricultural industry. 
The team has designed, developed, marketed, and supported 
national programs and enterprise solutions for some of the 
most recognizable names in the industry.

Ag Leader was unofficially 
born in 1986 in the base-
ment of Al Myers’ home 
with a handful of parts 

from an electronics store and a vision to improve agriculture 
through high-tech innovation. By June of 1992, after develop-
ing and testing the world’s first practical and accurate on-the-
go yield monitor, Myers left his day job as a design engineer to 
start Ag Leader Technology. In his first year, he sold a total of 
ten yield monitors. It wasn’t long before word of the technol-
ogy had spread across the countryside. In 1995, the company 
sold 1500 Yield Monitor 2000s. Within the next few years, the 
company expanded into new facilities in Ames, Iowa, hired 
dozens of employees and introduced precision farming soft-
ware and a number of new products designed for GPS, guid-
ance and variable rate application.

Today, with nearly 200 employees, Ag Leader is considered the 
leading innovator in precision farming technology with the 
most complete package of products designed to help farmers 
plan, plant, apply and harvest more accurately, efficiently and 
profitably.

AGRIS provides software 
solutions for simplified 
business and information 
management across the 
agricultural supply chain to 

help agribusinesses improve yields and quality; reduce vari-
ability of results; streamline business processes; enhance busi-
ness analysis and decision making; track, capture, and manage 
data; and deliver peace of mind with risk mitigation products.

Our tools are designed to enhance productivity and customer 
service through automating and streamlining tasks across the 
spectrum of your agribusiness – from back-office functions 
such as accounting, financials, payroll, inventory, and patron-
age to operations such as grain handling, crop planning, preci-
sion analysis, bin management, traceability, retail transactions, 

and fuel tracking. We also offer specialty crop tools for labor 
performance management, supply management, and farm 
management through ExtendAg.

CHS is a diversified energy, 
grains and foods company 
committed to providing the 
essential resources that enrich 
lives around the world. A 
Fortune 100 company, CHS 

is owned by farmers, ranchers and cooperatives, along with 
thousands of preferred stockholders, across the United States.

CHS supplies energy, crop nutrients, livestock feed, grain, food 
and food ingredients, along with business solutions, including 
insurance, financial and risk management services. The compa-
ny operates petroleum refineries/pipelines and manufactures, 
markets and distributes Cenex® brand refined fuels, lubricants, 
propane and renewable energy products.

The Chemical Producers & Dis-
tributors Association (CPDA) is the 
preeminent U.S. based trade associa-
tion representing the interests of 
generic pesticide registrants, with a 
membership that includes manufac-
turers, formulators, and distributors 
of pesticide products.  The CPDA 

membership also includes manufacturers and suppliers of 
inert ingredients used to enhance the delivery and efficacy of 
pesticide products.

Crop IMS
SM

 was formed by a 
group of five investors with a 
vision to create an independent, 
third-party resource that growers 

could turn to for accurate, unbiased crop production informa-
tion. As the company grew, we also gained purchasing power 
and a voice in the precision ag industry. Not only can we 
secure more attractive equipment prices, but manufacturers 
now integrate our field observations into the products they 
develop.

Because we’re not connected to a retail organization, we don’t 
approach our customers with an agenda. Our goal is to objec-
tively analyze your situation and make recommendations that 
best fit your needs. We will evaluate your existing technology, 
discuss your production goals, and recommend any additional 
components needed to maximize the effectiveness of your 
current system, if necessary.

3



Crystal Certified Solutions, Inc. 
is a custom report development 
company that has been in business 
since 1998. Our clients are small to 
medium sized companies from ev-
ery industry sector and from nearly 
every state. Most of our clients use 
standard accounting software and 
customer relationship manage-
ment (CRM) software. Though 90% 

of their needs are met using their software’s reporting options, 
each business is unique. They ask us to create custom reports 
specific to that last 10% of their operations. We use a reporting 
program called Crystal Reports for a majority of our projects.

In addition to the custom reporting, we offer our clients busi-
ness analysis, process management and systems review. We 
can provide honest and important feedback on these critical 
business components because we are impartial third-party 
analysts with experience in observing and assisting business 
for over ten years.

ProAg is among the fast-
est growing crop insurance 
companies in the industry. We 
strive to serve our clients’ best 
interests by remaining singu-

larly focused on our specialized line of business – crop insur-
ance. While our nation weathers economic storms, ProAg, as 
a wholly owned subsidiary of CUNA Mutual, is positioned as a 
financially strong and well-capitalized insurer. With more than 
80 years of service to our agents & insureds, we stand commit-
ted to continuing the principles that ProAg was founded on: 
Integrity, Loyalty and Customer Service. Producers Ag Insur-
ance GroupTM D/B/A ProAg, is an equal opportunity provider.

Richardson is the first 
name in Canadian agri-
culture. Our progressive 
company has been suc-

cessfully serving the Canadian and international agriculture 
and food sectors for over 150 years. What started as a one-man 
grain merchandising operation in Kingston, Ontario and be-
came a company that prevailed through the trials of the 20th 
century, including the challenges of developing the West, is 
now a leading agribusiness in the 21st century with operations 
extending from coast to coast and beyond.

Today, the Richardson name continues to be synonymous with 
quality and integrity. Our focus remains on supporting our 
producers, nurturing strong business relationships with our 
customers and suppliers and caring for the communities in 
which we live and work.

AgGateway Membership &  
Communications Committee

By Jerry Coupe

AgGateway Membership and Communications Committee 
is open to allmembers of AgGateway. If you are interested 
in participating as part ofthis committee, please contact 
Jerry Coupe at jcoupe@wilburellis.com orMarcia Rhodus at 
marcia.k.rhodus@monsanto.com.

In 2011 the committee will focus on welcoming new members 
to AgGateway, reviewing and potentially revising the web site 
and editing and producing the monthly newsletter.

The newsletter, published monthly, is an important communi-
cation tool for all of the councils of AgGateway. There is a criti-
cal need for a volunteer to sign up for the role of editor. If you 
have editing experience yourparticipation would be welcomed 
and very much appreciated.

Projects Updates - 2011
By Marilyn Hunter

A number of projects are underway at AgGateway! 

•	 CNC-II

•	 Product Cost Information (PCI) Project

•	 Seed Germplasm Trait & Treatment Reporting (GTTR) 
Project

•	 XML Remittance Payment (XRP) Project

•	 Radio Frequency ID (RFID) Guidelines Project

•	 Tonnage Reporting (aka Tonnage Tax)

Other projects in the works include:

•	 3rd Party Connectivity

•	 AgTAC (Ag Turnkey Access Connector

Any questions can be directed to Projects Director, Marilyn 
Hunter (marilyn@aggateway.org).
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