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Conner’s Corner - June 2011 

AgGateway Staff Here to Help
by Rod Conner, President/CEO

The question of the month came from Daren Coppock, CEO of Ag Retailers Association. As I sat 
down with Daren last week, his first comment to me (tongue-in-cheek) was “AgGateway has a lot of 
projects and activities going on, don’t you think you need to do a few more?” 

Seriously, it’s not unusual for people to ask me how AgGateway accomplishes all that it does among 
its members and how it keeps all those things going. So as I said to Daren, and others who ask, I 
have an easy two-part answer – a very active membership and an outstanding support staff.

AgGateway members believe in collaboration and follow-up on that belief with their actions. A 
wide majority of the members are actively involved in councils, committees and projects.  Here are 
a few statistics to consider: AgGateway’s membership now stands at 138 companies; of those 138 
companies 129 individuals are serving on committees; over 150 have attended council meetings via 
conference calls so far this year; nearly 100 people are actively working on the AGIIS Improvement 
Initiative; more than 70 participants have implemented eBusiness over the past two years; and, as 
of this writing, 137 people are registered for the CCP meeting coming up in a couple of weeks. Now 
that’s an active membership! 

That much activity requires a lot of staff support. You may find my next statement somewhat biased, 
but I believe it to be true; “AgGateway has the best support staff in the industry”. The AgGateway 
staff is made up of key people who help make you successful and who make my job easy. If you’re 
new to AgGateway or haven’t joined yet, I’d encourage you to get to know them well, they are here 
to help.

Wendy Smith (wendy.smith@aggateway.org) is the Executive Vice President and COO of AgGateway. 
She has oversight for all the committees, manages the AGIIS relationship with CSC and the DOC, 
and helps me with outreach and marketing. If you want to understand or need help explaining to 
your management, why you need to be actively involved in AgGateway and what it means to your 
business, Wendy is the person to ask. By the way, the same is true if you want to understand AGIIS 
better. Ask her for her “What’s AgGateway and Why Should I Care” speech.

“AgGateway is all about implementation.”  Marilyn Hunter (marilyn.hunter@aggateway.org) is our 
Projects Director. Marilyn has led countless numbers of our members from no connectivity, to real-
izing hundreds of thousands of dollars in savings by implementing eBusiness. Marilyn is a Certified 
Project Management Professional and is a trained and very effective facilitator. She has oversight 
of all AgGateway projects and also provides on-site connectivity consulting to individual members 
that want or need it. Marilyn knows more about how to implement AgGateway Standards and 
Guidelines than anyone. She has made that knowledge pay off in a big way for many of our  
members.

Speaking of standards, Jim Wilson (jim.wilson@aggateway.org) is AgGateway’s Standards Direc-
tor. Standards are at the core of connectivity. I think everyone understands and appreciates the 
importance of industry standards, we’d be nowhere without them. That being said, good industry 
standards are not easy, but Jim makes it seem like they’re easy. Jim has years of experience with 
standards development and working with national and international standards organizations; he’s 
widely respected in the standards community. If you think the technical nature of standards is over 
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your head (as I do), Jim can make standards understandable for 
you. Jim is also the lead for technical education on our staff. He 
speaks fluent “techie” but has the knack for making the com-
plex easy to understand for the rest of us.

Several other staff members work hard for you even though 
most of you don’t see much of them on a day-to-day basis. Lo-
rie Gasso( lgasso@aggateway.org) is the AGIIS Directory Admin-
istrator. Lorie is an employee of CSC but is assigned full-time 
to the support of AGIIS. Lorie has in-depth knowledge of AGIIS 
and I’m sure can answer any question or solve any problem that 
you are having with AGIIS. Charissa Aclin (caclin@aggateway.)
org has been our mainstay for website support almost since 
AgGateway began. Unfortunately for us (good for her) Charissa 
has decided to decrease her workload and will be leaving us 
at the end of June. We appreciate all she’s done for us over the 
years and wish her well. Paula Shaw (paula@aggateway.org)
handles our bookkeeping and accounting. She does a great job 
and works behind the scenes to keep our financial data in tip-
top condition. For that we can all be appreciative.

Last and certainly not least (we all thought he was retired) Ron 
Farrell (rfarrell@farrellgrowth.com) , my predecessor, friend, and 
trusted advisor is still helping us with the Ag Retail and Preci-
sion Ag Councils. His experience is invaluable!

Now you can see, from their resumes why I can say “they help 
make you successful and make my job easy.” They are all great 
to work with; we are all lucky to have them!

AgGateway Welcomes New Member  
GEOSYS

By Nancy Appelquist 
GEOSYS Inc, based in Minneapolis, MN, is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of GEOSYS SA; a European based company, with 
headquarters in Toulouse, France.

GEOSYS mission is to help agribusinesses and agricultural pro-
fessionals make better decisions using the latest science based 
research in agronomy, information and geographic technolo-
gies that include remote sensing.

With over 24 years in business, 35 full-time employees and 
with past projects in more than 50 countries, GEOSYS leads the 
precision agricultural information and decision support busi-
ness. GEOSYS portfolio of services ranges from worldwide crop 
condition monitoring (AgriQuestT), to agronomic and precision 
farming decision support tools for ag retails, large farm opera-
tions and crop consultants (FarmSatT).

GEOSYS Senior Vice President Norm Davy cited AgGateway’s 
mission to promote, enable, and expand e-Business in Agricul-
ture as the biggest reason for joining Ag Gateway.  According 
to Norm, sitting on the sidelines is not an option, especially 
when we are developing communication platforms for numer-
ous major players within the industry.  If AgGateway can truly 
be a source for facilitating implementation and collaboration 

in the use of information and communication technologies for 
Agriculture then this will be a great benefit for all members.

GEOSYS was encouraged to join by AgGateway member Chip 
Donahue of John Deere who discussed the number of initia-
tives underway in AgGateway and the fact that joining is a 
valuable way to invest time.

Welcome GEOSYS!

CCP Meeting Opportunities 

Mid-Year CCP Meeting Agenda Packed with  
Networking & Educational Opportunities
By Marcia Rhodus

This year’s 2011 Mid-Year CCP Meeting will offer more than 
face-to-face meetings for our councils, committees and proj-
ects.

Each day networking lunches sponsored by Mosiac Company 
and AGDATA are scheduled to provide attendees time to 
connect with other members.  The  featured lunch speaker on 
Wednesday is Kevin Poppel, Tech Sales Manager for Mosiac. 
Thursday’s lunch speaker is John Deere’s Hank Roark, manager 
of their Architecture & Development, Intelligent Solutions 
Group.  Mr. Poppel will speak on “Meeting the World’s Demand 
for Food -- The Role of New Technology in Agriculture”. Mr. 
Roark will address the “Standard Wars”.

Wednesday’s session will be capped off with cocktails and din-
ner sponsored by our host, Mosiac Company, and will provide 
a chance to connect in a relaxing atmosphere.

The meeting will also feature a series of three educational 
opportunities starting on Wednesday and concluding on 
Thursday. The first session is eConnectivity 101, the second is 
on eConnectivity & Entities and the third will address eConnec-
tivity & Products.   E-Connectivity 101 will cover what you need 
to consider as you think about eConnectivity, the components 
needed, how to get started, and how to implement them to-
day. The other two sessions will focus more specifically on enti-
ties and products. In these sessions, the discussion will focus 
on entity/product considerations, provide updates on current 
issues, what’s being done to address them, how entities are 
used today, and how they could be used in the future. Each 
education session will be 90 minutes and -- best of all -- is free!

The CCP Conference Committee is excited about this year’s 
agenda and looks forward to seeing everyone in Minneapolis. 

CCP Registration - June 2011
Registration Still Open for the 2011 AgGateway 
CCP Meeting June 14th - 16th

By Marcia Rhodus
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Time is ticking away and before you know it the Mid-Year CCP 
Meeting will be here!  This year the agenda is expanded to in-
clude more educational opportunities, networking lunches, as 
well as exciting speakers. To view the agenda, please click here.

The Mid-Year meeting is sponsored by Mosiac Company and 
will be held at the Crowne Plaza located next door to Mosaic’s 
corporate offices in Plymouth, MN.   The deadline to book your 
room at the conference discount rate has passed; however 
rooms are still available.  Mosiac has a preferred rate of $91 
plus tax that you may take advantage of by calling the Crown 
Plaza directly at 763-559-6600 and mentioning you are attend-
ing the AgGateway conference as a guest of Mosiac.  

The CCP Conference Committee anticipates record attendance 
this year.  If you still have not registered to attend, why not 
take care of it right now!  Visit the CCP Mid-Year web page and 
register now.  

Don’t forget the meeting is open to both AgGateway mem-
bers and non-members.  If you know someone interested in 
becoming a member OR if you have a trading partner you’d 
like to introduce to AgGateway, extend them an invitation and 
encourage them to participate.  The CCP Meeting is a great 
opportunity for your guest to learn more about AgGateway 
and the value of implementing eBusiness. We also recommend 
your guest attend the “AgGateway Overview for First Time 
Attendees” scheduled on Tuesday, June 14th from 11 am – 12 
noon to learn more.

Congrats to NOVUS International

Congratulation to Novus International for winning the first-
ever Information Technology Innovation Award sponsored by 
the The American Feed Industry Association (AFIA), AgGateway 
and Feed & Grain magazine.  Pictured from left to right: Sarah 
Novak, vice president of membership and public relations, 
AFIA; Shower Zhang, planning manager, operations, Novus 
International, Inc.; Kevin Mowery, director, operations, Novus 
International, Inc.; Thad Simons, president and CEO, Novus 
International, Inc.; Jennifer Sirangelo, executive vice president, 
4-H; Dan Meagher, vice president, The Americas, Novus Inter-
national, Inc.; Dr. Linda Jo Turner, foundation relations, 4-H; and 
Rod Conner, president and CEO, AgGateway.

NEXUSe2e Mobile Admin iPhone App 
Available

by Markus Breilmann

This mobile administration application for the business mes-
saging server NEXUSe2e allows you to monitor your system 
and pin down problems while you are on the road or on stand-
by. Administrators get access to system information, log files, 
graphical statistics on system load and throughput. You can 
even filter conversations and messages, send test messages or 
restart the messaging service.

This application can be used on the iPhone (wifi or GSM/3G 
networks) or the iPod Touch (wifi).

NEXUSe2e is an open source business messaging solution 
(http://www.nexuse2e.org) perfect for automating the data ex-
change with suppliers, customers or partners. NEXUSe2e offers 
comprehensive configuration parameters through an intuitive 
web based user interface. Additionally you get reports, load 
and throughput statistics and a flexible notification mecha-
nism that reports anything out of the ordinary. The solution 
supports common transport (HTTP/HTTPS, FTP, FTP/S, SFTP, 
SMTP/POP3) and messaging protocols (ebXML, web services).

Download for free in Apple’s App Store. http://itunes.apple.
com/app/nexuse2e-mobile-admin/id433621518?mt=8

Project Updates - June 2011

by Marilyn Hunter

CNC-II:  This is an extension of the original CNC project under 
the Crop Nutrient Council.  This project connects trading part-
ners in the Crop Nutrient segment from contracts to invoice 
and payment details.   The following companies at this time 
have committed to this project:  Agrium, Ameropa, CHS, Inc., 
Crop Production Services (CPS), GROWMARK, Inc., Internation-
al Raw Materials (IRM), Mosaic Company, Richardson Interna-
tional, and Tessenderlo Kerley, Inc. (TKI).   We have completed 
the review of the Contract, ContractResponse, OrderCreate 
and OrderResponse messages.   If you are interested in this 
project, please contact Marilyn Hunter for details.

Product Cost Information (PCI) Project 
This project is sponsored by the Crop Protection Council to 
connect manufacturers with their distributors to transmit 
product cost information electronically.  This project is sched-
uled for two phases (design & implementation).  We have 
completed Phase 1 design portion of the project.   BASF, Bayer 
CropScience, Crop Production Services, Dow AgroSciences, 
DuPont Crop Protection, GROWMARK, Monsanto Company, 
Syngenta Crop Protection, Winfield Solutions and Wilbur-Ellis 
Company are committed to Phase 2- the implementation 
portion of the project.   We have completed most of the work 
for Phase 2 and are waiting for the implementation.  Win-
field Solutions & Dow AgroSciences went into production on 
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1/31/2011 with this message.  Most of the trading partners are 
targeted to complete their connections in the project in the 
near future.

XML Remittance Payment (XRP) Project 
This project is sponsored by the Crop Nutrient Council to 
electronically send the payment remittance information from 
the buyers to the sellers.  This project has completed phase 
1 (design) and participants are in the development stage of 
phase 2.  Those companies participating in this project:  BASF, 
CF, GROWMARK, Inc., International Raw Material, and Mosaic 
Company.   Mosaic and GROWMARK went into production 
with this message in April 2011.

Other projects in the works:

3rd Party Connectivity 
Project is about including 3rd party entities in eBusiness and 
may include a variety of messaging formats.  A presentation/
webinar including the business process flows as general 
information on this project was completed in October for the 
membership.   A presentation was made at the AgGateway 
Conference.   This group will be meeting at the CCP meeting in 
Plymouth, MN on Wednesday, June 15th (7:30 am – 9:00 am). 

Fertilizer Tonnage Reporting 
This group met at AgGateway’s Annual Conference and 
renewed the enthusiasm for this project.  There was an initial 
meeting in Phoenix March 1-2 with Joe Slater (Secretary 
of AAPFCO) and a number of AgGateway members.  Those 
companies that participated:  Tessenderlo Kerley, Wilbur-Ellis 
Company; Loveland Products (part of Crop Product Services), 
International Raw Materials, The Fertilizer Institute and Ag 
Retailers Association.  Discussion on the current needs, and 
proposed solution were discussed.  Another meeting was 
held on 4/12/11 in Monterey, CA in conjunction with the TFI 
Economic Council.  We are currently waiting on AAPFCO to 
determine how AgGateway can help with their pilot project.   
We will be meeting at the CCP meeting in Plymouth, MN on 
Thursday, June 16th (1:30 – 4:00 pm).  If this project is of inter-
est, please contact Marilyn Hunter (marilyn@aggateway.org) or 
Kathy Mathers (kmathers@tfi.org).

Feed Tonnage Reporting 
An initial meeting for this possible project will meet at the CCP 
meeting in Plymouth, MN on Wednesday, June 15 (1:30 – 3:00 
pm).  If you have any interest in this project please contact 
Marilyn Hunter (marilyn@aggateway.org ) or Phil Kubesh 
(pkubesh@vitaplus.com).

Returnable Container Identification Project 
Working with CropLife America to recommend the Global 
Returnable Asset Identifier (GRAI) as the standard for identify-
ing the returnable containers.  EPA regulation goes into effect 
on 8/16/2011 which mandates all returnable containers must 
be identified.

CropLife Canada Connectivity Project 
This project is in the initial stages.  With a meeting scheduled 
at the CCP meeting in Plymouth, MN on Thursday, June 16th 
(7:30 – 9:30 am).

SC-II Project 
A draft charter for this project has been developed and the 
Seed Council will be discussing and possibly approving at the 
CCP meeting on Tuesday, June 14th (3:30 – 5:30 pm).

Any questions can be directed to Projects Director, Marilyn 
Hunter (marilyn@aggateway.org).
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