
December 2011 Newsletter  Volume 5 Number 10

December Articles

Conner’s Corner

2011 Conference Recap

New Member Welcome: 
Topcon Precision Agriculture

Seed Connectivity II

Hold the Date-CCP Meeting

Task Force Updates

Share Your Good Work

We Need Your Feedback

Conner’s Corner – December 2011 
Winning in Agriculture with AgGateway
by Rod Conner, President/CEO

Last month the title of this column matched our conference theme – “Winning in Agriculture with 
eBusiness”. This month I couldn’t help but reflect on my conference experience in Las Vegas, which 
has caused me to change only the last word of the title.

The AgGateway Conference Committee deserves our thanks and many accolades for putting 
together an outstanding program. The amount of advanced planning, work and effort that was ex-
pended for our benefit truly paid off for those who attended. (A note to the reader that was unable 
to attend: We heard overwhelmingly from attendees that they learned a lot that they plan to take 
home and use to improve their businesses – one of the main goals of the conference – so you won’t 
want to miss out on the mid-year CCP or next year’s Annual Meeting and Conference in Albuquer-
que, NM.)

We all ought to thank the sponsors again; without their support we could not have had this great 
success. How can you show your support for our sponsors? By doing eBusiness with them, of 
course. After all that’s why we’re all in AgGateway.

Given that the Conference Committee did a great job and that we couldn’t have done it without 
the sponsors, what really impressed me was the energy and enthusiasm that the attendees had for 
the speakers, committee and council meetings. It seems that every year the energy and enthusiasm 
grows right along with the number of members and ever increasing connectivity. In our market-
ing materials we explain that AgGateway is a consortium of like-minded companies that want to 
help improve agriculture through the use of information and communication technologies. Behind 
those like-minded companies are a group of outstanding like-minded individuals. In the end, it’s 
your energy, enthusiasm, intelligence, and dedication that made the 2011 AgGateway Annual 
Meeting and Conference a success! THANK YOU!

Knowing that you are energetic, enthusiastic, intelligent and dedicated led me to throw out a 
challenge in the first general session that we’ll all have to accept if we want to make our shared vi-
sion a reality. AgGateway is growing quickly, but we need to grow faster. Every member should be 
promoting eBusiness. AgGateway members are getting connected, but we need to get more of Ag 
enabled and connected. AgGateway is expanding across other segments and geographically, but 
we need to expand more broadly. I invite every one of you to join the AgGateway staff and leader-
ship as we put “Promote, Enable, and Expand” into high gear in 2012!

For Agriculture to meet the challenges of the future it must increase productivity and profitability. 
We know that AgGateway helps you and your trading partners do just that. In the parlance of our 
conference, AgGateway is not a gamble, it’s a sure thing!

Personal Note: As I write this, the Thanksgiving holiday is in full swing. While many of us have struggles 
in different aspects of our lives, every year I’m reminded that we all have a lot to be thankful for. Among 
the many things that I have to be thankful for are my family, friends, and colleagues (you.) As we all look 
forward to the holiday season, I wish for each and every one of you and your families, a safe and happy 
holiday season and may all your wishes come true in 2012.

Rod
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2011 Annual Conference,  
A Great Success 
by Judy Warf

On November 8-10th, over 220 AgGateway members and 
guests came together in Las Vegas for the 2011 AgGateway 
Annual Conference. Attendance at the conference reached 
record levels for the second straight year and we welcomed 88 
first time attendees to this event. What a great testament to 
the value of work being done by AgGateway!

Throughout the conference, speakers addressed the theme of 
‘Winning in Ag with eBusiness . . . Maximizing Your Opportu-
nities’. President and CEO of Helena Chemical, Mike McCarty 
opened the conference by discussing the global and national 
factors driving today’s agricultural industry and how Helena 
has found ways to maximize its opportunities for success. 
Presentations by Richard Douglass, Industry Director, Smarter 
Commerce - Manufacturing at IBM, David Lane (AGDATA), 
Frank Rydl (Key Cooperative), Rick Rice (XS, Inc.) and Terry 
Griffin (Griffin Consulting) all provided a wealth of informa-
tion for our conference participants. Rounding out our line-up 
of speakers was renowned Global Futurist, Jack Uldrich who 
challenged us all to ‘unlearn’ our ways of thinking and to look 
at the everyday to find opportunities to advance eBusiness 
within our organizations.

In addition to this great line-up of informative speakers, 
conference attendees participated in Council, Committee and 
Project meetings. The opportunity to come together face-to-
face for these meetings is a valuable portion of the Annual 
Conference. Evening networking sessions rounded out each 
day’s events and provided members a chance to unwind and 
get to know each other a little better.

Sponsorships are a major part of the Annual Conference and 
this year, we were fortunate to have more sponsors participat-
ing than ever before. Not only did we have 4 Platinum Spon-
sors (BASF, Monsanto, Mosaic and AGDATA), but we added two 
new Gold Sponsorships (Raven Industries and Oracle). Thanks 
go out to all our sponsors for helping us to provide a valuable 
learning and networking event for all our members.

On behalf of the entire Conference Committee, thanks to all 
the AgGateway sponsors for helping host a great conference; 
to all the speakers for sharing their words of wisdom and 
finally, to all the members who traveled to Las Vegas to par-
ticipate in the conference. Without all of you, this conference 
would not be possible.

AgGateway Welcomes New Member, 
Topcon Precision Agriculture 

by Nancy Appelquist

AgGateway is pleased to introduce yet another new member 
to the Precision Ag Council, Topcon Precision Agriculture. 
Topcon Precision Agriculture (TPA) is a subsidiary of Topcon 
Positioning Systems Inc. (TPS). TPA develops and manufactures 
leading-edge satellite positioning and guidance systems, 
electronic controls, mapping, monitoring, and land leveling 
solutions for agriculture.

We caught up with Joe Tevis, Director, Agronomic Products and 
Services at TPA to find out more about the company and their 
reasons for joining. Mr. Tevis learned of AgGateway from Rod 
Conner over five years ago but it was not until the formation 
of the Precision Ag Council that he decided to get involved. 
In fact, he was involved in creating the charter for the council 
while working for Agco. Agco was purchased by TPA this past 
July and one of the top things on the agenda was to join Ag-
Gateway. Joe explained the urgency for joining in this way:

In the early days of precision ag, companies worked with the 
agronomist and the farmer and only had to manage the infor-
mation flow between those parties. Now with GMO seeds and 
issues like traceability there is a need to focus on other parts of 
the value chain and include other partners such as the germ-
plasm manufacturer and chemical companies. AgGateway 
is helping to bridge that gap and make the information flow 
between all levels of the value chain compatible.

In the future, TPA would like to see AgGateway develop 
standards for traceability that become part of the mainstream 
product that equipment manufacturers include in their basic 
offerings, not just as an add on. For many companies data 
has been an afterthought but at TPA they’re hoping that by 
working with trading partners within AgGateway it becomes 
forethought.

Seed Connectivity II Project Has a Vision - 
December 2011
Making a Good Conference Great – Great Sponsorships 
Still Available!

by Marilyn Hunter

Struggling with the enormous volumes of Seed transactional 
data? Are all the Seed changes and paperwork overwhelming? 
The Seed Connectivity-II (SC-II) Project can help to streamline 
your business processes and reduce the large volumes of 
paperwork.

The SC‐II Project’s has a vision to further streamline the seed 
supply chain by implementing industry defined business 
processes, functions and electronically connecting using an in-
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dustry standard set of messaging tools and web services with 
additional companies that did not participate or complete the 
original SC project. Project participants will utilize and leverage 
the implementation tools and standards developed by Ag-
Gateway and implemented by the original SC Project partici-
pants. SC‐II participants will increase accuracy and reduce the 
cost of doing business by using a proven approach already in 
use in the Seed Industry.

Phase one of the SC-II project will be spent reviewing the cur-
rent e‐Connectivity standards from the original Seed Connec-
tivity Project, and implement them with new trading partners.

Phase two will focus on the design and implementation of e‐
Connectivity standards for the Seed Booking / Order process.

For more information on the Seed Connectivity II project visit 
the project web page http://www.aggateway.org/Projects/
SeedConnectivityIIProject.aspx or contact Marilyn Hunter at 
marilyn@aggateway.org. 

 
Hold That Date! 2012 CCP Meeting 
Place a hold on your 2012 calendar for June 12th – 14th so you 
do not miss the 2012 CCP Mid-Year Meeting. We are heading to 
Johnston, IA, where John Deere will be hosting the meetings at 
their John Deere Financial Facility.

The CCP Mid-Year Meeting is focused on face-to-face working 
sessions for Councils, Committees and Projects.

Look for more details on how to register for the meetings and 
secure your hotel arrangements soon.

 
AGIIS Task Force Updates 
December 2011
by Wendy Smith

Dun & Bradstreet, Entity Rules & Products

The Entity Rules Task Force (ERTF) received approval of 
their recommendations from the DOC on November 30, 2011. 
Charged with reviewing the current entity rules in AGIIS and 
creating a recommended set of entity rules that support the 
eBusiness needs of all subscribers and councils, their recom-
mendations include removing the Industry Flag requirements 
for entities, allowing subscribers to assign more than one 
proprietary code per entity (within their subsets), moving 
from the current ten Entity Types to three Entity Classifications 
(Business, Consumer, and Location), allowing updates to all the 
entity file formats (import & output), and updating supporting 
AGIIS documentation. The complete set of recommendations 
is available for review on the Entity Rules Task Force web page 
on the AgGateway website. While the ERTF has completed 
their task, the DOC and AgGateway staff members will create 
an implementation plan and timeline to incorporate these 
recommendations into AGIIS.

The Dun & Bradstreet Transition Task Force (DBTF) present-
ed their strategic recommendations to most of the Councils 
at the Annual Conference and feedback was positive. The 
recommendations include moving away from D&B and to the 
use of the GLN as the primary unique identifier (replacing the 
EBID), not automatically verify new entities but rather verifying 
upon subscriber request, and allowing multiple verification 
mechanisms including phone, email, internet and entity self 
verification.

The presentations at Conference were followed by a review 
and input session via webinar on November 17th for those un-
able to attend the conference and/or who wished to provide 
input. Currently the Task Force is hard at work defining the de-
tails of an implementation plan which we expect to have ready 
for approval early next year. An important element of this work 
is identifying as many potential issues as possible up front so 
that we can address these as part of the transition prior to full 
implementation. Identifying the timeline for transition and 
implementation is another key consideration.

The Products Task Force (PTF) members completed their 
task as well. This group was tasked with reviewing current 
rules and processes with the goal to create a recommended 
path forward to increase value, use, consistency, and support 
the eBusiness needs for all councils. The group presented 
and received approval of their final recommendations from 
the DOC on November 30, 2011. The most significant recom-
mendation from this group involves changing the structure of 
loading a product into AGIIS to allow one record level entry in 
addition to the current mechanism. The complete set of their 
recommendations is available for review on the Products Task 
Force web page on the AgGateway website. The implementa-
tion plan for these recommendations will be developed by the 
DOC working with the AgGateway staff and CSC.

Share Your Good Work
by Rod Conner, President/CEO

The Membership and Communications Committee has re-
sponsibility for the monthly AgGateway Newsletter. Member-
ship and Communications is continuously looking for content 
that builds on the many terrific things happening within the 
AgGateway organization. Throughout the membership and 
individual employees of the member companies, there are 
most likely some terrific things being done across the agricul-
ture community.

Membership and Communications would like to add a month-
ly feature, highlighting companies or individuals interacting in 
some way in their community, to make it a better community. 
Since most folks are not boastful about their involvements, 
it may take someone else to make their accomplishments 
known.

Do you know about an individual or company that is doing 
a project, etc. in their community and would like to share 

3



information about the good work?  If yes, please contact Jerry 
Coupe at jcoupe@wilburellis.com. Membership and Com-
munications would really like to feature local activities in the 
coming newsletters.

We Need Your Feedback
Ag Gateway is looking for ways to better integrate our new 
members. If you have suggestions, we’d appreciate your feed-
back. We also welcome new and existing members to join one 
of our many taskforces, please email Rod Conner at rodcon-
ner@aggateway.com if interested.
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