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Using Collaboration and Connectivity to  
Cultivate Success”

Join us this fall in beautiful Orlando, Florida, for our 11th Annual 
Conference. Network, collaborate and move your company’s eConnectivity 
efforts forward. Invite your colleagues and business partners to learn about 
developments in eBusiness and how AgGateway can help with industry 
connectivity. 

The conference is expected to draw hundreds of business and IT 
professionals from across the ag industry to discuss ongoing activities 
and the latest resources in implementing eBusiness between agricultural 
trading partners. 
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Who Should Attend 
Those interested in ways to move eConnectivity forward in the ag industry. 
The program is especially geared to ag retailers, distributors, manufacturers 
of ag inputs (e.g., seed, crop nutrition, crop protection), and software and 
data service providers, as well as professionals in precision ag, academia, 
agricultural organizations, ag media and students. 

Benefits of Attending 
Stimulating general session speakers include: 

• Brad Keywell, CEO of Uptake:  How collection, exchange and analysis of ag 
data will fuel productivity and efficiency gains. 

• Todd Janzen, Janzen Agricultural Law:  the Ag Data Transparency 
Evaluator, a national effort to bring transparency to contracts between farmers 
and technology providers.

• Robert Blair, farmer and Vice President of Agriculture for Measure: 
drone-as-a-service operations, and precision technologies, telematics and 
information integration challenges on-farm and in the value chain.

Working Sessions 
We’ll be moving forward in multiple interactive sessions. Contribute your 
ideas as part of the successful collaborative process central to AgGateway.  

Networking 
Excellent opportunities every day with refreshment breaks, meals and 
receptions, to network with your customers, colleagues, business partners 
and industry experts. 

Innovations 
Recognition of individual and group efforts that are moving the industry 
forward in eConnectivity. 

First time attending the conference? 
First-time attendees are invited to a welcome luncheon the first day to learn 
more about AgGateway and how to take full advantage of the conference. 

Hotel Information
The Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld® boasts 4-star accommodations 
and a superb location near some of Orlando’s most famous attractions. Guests 
(and their families) receive exclusive benefits at SeaWorld and Aquatica 
Waterpark. The hotel features 5 dining outlets on property. The special room 
rate is $179/night for AgGateway attendees and is available November 6-9, 
with a limited number of rooms on November 10, for those departing late. 
Book early, discounted room rates good till October 20.  Reservations 
can be made online (AgGateway’s Annual Conference webpage) or by 
calling 1-407-351-5555 or 1-800-266-9432; refer to the AgGateway Annual 
Conference.

“The Annual Conference is the best 

meeting of the year to bring colleagues 

and trading partners to learn about 

the substantial benefits companies are 

gaining through eConnectivity.”

–AgGateway President and CEO 
Wendy Smith

General Information



BIG THANKS to our Conference Sponsors!
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   Titanium Level Sponsors

   Platinum Level Sponsors

   Gold Level Sponsors

   Silver Level Sponsors

   Conference Level Sponsors
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Conference Program
All conference sessions — including work sessions — are open to all unless otherwise noted. This information may 
change! See the Full Conference Schedule at AgGateway.org under “Events” for updates and further information.

Registration

Member Services Live desk is open

Board of Directors Meeting (invitation only)

Gateway to Ag Careers Orientation (invitation only) 
Students who are attending the conference under a Gateway to Ag Careers 
grant are welcomed and given an overview of AgGateway. Members from 
each council may give an overview of their respective councils.

First Time Attendee Orientation and Lunch (invitation only) 
Designed to orient first-time attendees and new AgGateway members, with 
information on the AgGateway organization and insights on sessions to 
attend at the conference.

Lunch on Your Own

GENERAL SESSION:  President’s Welcome and AgGateway Business Meeting 
Welcome from AgGateway’s President and CEO Wendy Smith, an overview of 
AgGateway progress and priorities, and recognition of agricultural eBusiness 
leaders.

Member Services LIVE  
Every day, the Member Services LIVE desk gives you the opportunity to meet 
the AgGateway staff behind the Member Services hotline. Stop by to introduce 
yourself, ask a question, find out what’s new in AgGateway or just to say “hi”. 
We look forward to seeing you!

Once you’re registered 
Find all the information you need on our mobile app for attendees!

Sponsorship Opportunities 

Support the meeting and boost your company’s profile in front of hundreds 
of the most active ag eBusiness companies. See options on the conference 
webpage.

Gateway to Ag Careers  

Each year AgGateway hosts several students at the conference who are 
interested in eBusiness in agriculture. Don’t forget to welcome our students if 
you meet them at the conference!

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

    Monday, November 7

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

10:00 AM - 11:25 AM 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

1:15 PM - 2:40 PM

8:00 AM - 11:30 AM 
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Refreshment Break

Specialty Chemical Council 
Come and see what AgGateway’s newest council is doing!  We’ll discuss pain 
points and current work, and determine our focus for 2017. 

Communications Committee 
Discussion of current communications activities of the organization, 
including work on the new website design, Google analytics of current 
website traffic, discussion of the social media task force and the new LinkedIn 
group, newsletter contents for upcoming issues, reports out from Councils, 
Committees and Projects, and communications plans for 2017. 

AgGateway Global Network 
An update on progress of the AgGateway Global Network in fostering 
collaboration on eBusiness implementation, standards, and guidelines in 
specific global regions. This includes AgGateway Europe, as well as burgeoning 
efforts in South America and Asia. Come learn how your company can support 
this important global effort.

Grain and Feed Council Planning Meeting 
If your organization is involved in either the Feed or Grain industries, come join 
the discussion on current eConnectivity activities and plans for the coming 
months.

Allied Providers Council 

Ag Retail Strategic Planning Meeting 
The council will discuss and continue work on industry pain points: 1) 
Combining data in AGIIS (directory of unique identifiers) and sales reporting, 2) 
Standard interface between systems; and 3) Dealing with returns and credits.

Member Services Live desk is open

New Member Meet and Greet (for new members or by invitation only) 
Are you a new member to AgGateway in 2016?  Don’t miss this opportunity to meet 
and network with your fellow new members, AgGateway leadership and staff.

Poolside Tropical Networking Reception 
Beat the winter blues! Celebrate a balmy Florida evening in November with 
this poolside reception at the Rennainsance. Enjoy delicious appetizers and 
drinks, and network with colleagues and friends. Cheers! 

2:40 PM - 3:00 PM

3:00 PM - 4:45 PM 

3:00 PM - 4:45 PM 

3:00 PM - 4:45 PM 

3:00 PM - 4:45 PM 

3:00 PM - 4:45 PM 

3:00 PM - 4:45 PM 

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 
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Registration 

Member Services Live desk is open 

Grain and Feed Council

Education Sessions 
Choose between 2 orientation sessions: “AgGateway Wiki” or AgGateway 
Connectivity Tools”.

Architecture Committee 
This committee seeks to provide architecture-related resources supporting 
AgGateway activities, to provide education on architecture-related topics, 
and to communicate best practices for technology adoption to AgGateway 
leadership. In this meeting we’ll cover effective use of web service 
technologies including REST, business process classification, emerging needs 
in precision ag and more.

Insurance, Regulations and Government Relations Working Group 
The team will discuss participation and regulatory oversight concerns 
of the AgGateway councils and membership. We will review a proposed 
Memorandum of Understanding between AgGateway and the 
U.S.Department of Agriculture (USDA) and identify federal/state agencies to 
focus on. We’ll also discuss the impact of sustainability initiatives.

Refreshment Break

Keynote Speaker 
Brad Keywell, CEO of Uptake  
Brad will discuss information analytics in agriculture and the ways in which 
collection, exchange and analysis will contribute to productivity and 
efficiency gains. Keywell is a Chicago-based entrepreneur with more than 
25 years of experience building data-driven B2B enterprises. Prior to co-
founding Uptake, Keywell co-founded more than 15 companies, including 
Groupon (NASDAQ:GRPN), Echo Global Logistics (NASDAQ:ECHO) and 
MediaOcean, as well as the technology start-up venture fund Lightbank. 
Keywell has been recognized as an Entrepreneurial Champion by the 
Chicagoland Entrepreneurial Center and currently teaches a course at the 
University of Chicago Booth School of Business on entrepreneurship and 
disruptive technology.

Lunch on Your Own

   Tuesday, November 8

  10:30 AM - 11:30 AM   General Session

All conference sessions — including work sessions — are open to all unless otherwise noted. See the 
Full Conference Schedule at AgGateway.org under “Events” for updates and further information.

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

8:00 AM - 10:30 AM

8:00 AM - 9:50 AM

8:00 AM - 9:50 AM

8:00 AM - 9:50 AM

8:00 AM - 9:50 AM

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
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Paperless Fertilizer Tonnage Reporting 
Join the discussion on recent activities to bring states and companies on 
board with the benefits of paperless tonnage reporting, and next steps. 

ADAPT Business Meeting 
ADAPT is the conversion toolkit for software and equipment interoperability 
in precision ag. The ADAPT Oversight Committee has reached an important 
milestone,  gaining formal commitments from key original equipment 
manufacturers to create ADAPT-compatible plug-ins for the relevant precision 
ag data formats! The Oversight Committee needs your help in prioritizing the 
next wave of work from both Business and Technical perspectives.

CART Product Working Meeting

Crop Protection Council  
Regular business meeting to discuss ongoing task force and working group 
activities, and 2017 goals,  and to introduce new council leadership.

Membership Committee 
The committee focuses on mentoring, onboarding and educating new 
members, to try to ensure that new members become involved in AgGateway 
activities as soon as possible, and to encourage eConnectivity between 
members. 

Refreshment Break

Observations & Measurements SPADE and PAIL (Precision Ag Projects)
This session will review the ISO19156 standard for observations and 
measurements and its application within the SPADE (Standardized Precision 
Ag Data Exchange) and PAIL (Precision Ag Irrigation Language) Projects and 
impact on the ADAPT conversion toolkit.

Ag Retail Council 
Are you a retailer? This meeting is for you! We will be conducting our 
quarterly business meeting.

Emerging Technologies Forum 

Crop Nutrition Council  
Review status of council goals and objectives. Review criteria for, and appoint, 
the Operational Management Board Director. Receive committee liaison 
updates and confirm liaisons for 2017. Discuss the value of AgGateway 
activities for your company, as well as 2017 meeting schedule and plans.

Crop Protection Council - Product Task Force Working Meeting 
Session to discuss product directory challenges for the Crop Protection 
Council.

Member Services Live desk is open 

Networking Reception 
Network with colleagues, relax with friends!

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

1:00 PM - 2:50 PM

1:00 PM - 2:50 PM

1:00 PM - 2:50 PM

1:00 PM - 2:50 PM

3:00 PM - 3:30 PM

3:30 PM - 4:50 PM

3:30 PM - 4:50 PM

3:30 PM - 4:50 PM

3:30 PM - 4:50 PM

3:30 PM - 4:50 PM

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

5:15 PM - 7:00 PM
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   Wednesday, November 9

All conference sessions — including work sessions — are open to all unless otherwise noted. See the 
Full Conference Schedule at AgGateway.org under “Events” for updates and further information.

Registration

Member Services Live desk is open

Business Track: ADAPT - Exploring the Value and Return-on-
Investment of the ADAPT conversion toolkit (interoperability in 
precision ag) 
Learn about the business value of adopting AgGateway’s ADAPT framework 
to help decision-makers understand the return on investment for their 
organizations.

Seed Connectivity Forum 
Come and join seed council connectivity participants as we share successes, 
issues, concerns and possible efficiencies in our existing implementations. 
We’ll be brainstorming how to get more adoption and what opportunities 
are on the horizon for our council members. 

Crop Nutrition Connectivity Forum 
Join the Crop Nutrition Council as we evaluate our connectivity 
implementations – what works, what needs improvement, and how you 
can get help in starting your own connections! We’ll also be reviewing the 
integration information available to members through the AgGateway wiki 
and taking suggestions on making better use of that documentation.

Auto Identification Data Capture (AIDC) Forum 
Interested in the current state of Automatic Identification and Data 
Collection in agriculture? Questions about implementing barcoding, cellular/
Wi-Fi communication availability and access, messaging standards, and 
what’s on the horizon? Join us for a discussion of standards implementation, 
and help solve the bottleneck of communication and bandwidth availability 
to promote wider adoption throughout the industry.

Future Direction Committee Update (invitation only)

Business Track: PAIL - Exploring the Value and Return on Investment 
of adopting PAIL irrigation standards in precision ag 
A discussion of the improvements in managing irrigation with adoption of 
new standards. 

ADAPT Technical Meeting 
Learn how to integrate with the ADAPT conversion data model and 
participate in the project. We are at a point where companies can start using 
the framework and contribute plug-ins. We’ll also discuss plans for Version 
2.0 of ADAPT.

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

9:00 AM - 9:50 AM 

9:00 AM - 10:50 AM 

9:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
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9:00 AM - 10:50 AM

9:00 AM - 10:50 AM

9:00 AM - 10:50 AM

10:00 AM - 10:50 AM

12:00 PM  - 1:15 PM

1:30 PM - 4 :00 PM

1:30 PM - 3:20 PM

1:30 PM - 3:20 PM

1:30 PM - 3:20 PM

Council Vice Chair Planning Session  
The Council Planning Session is an opportunity for council vice-chairs to 
review current project ideas (either in progress or on the boards) and identify 
areas where there is overlap so that all segments can be represented. Council 
vice chairs are expected to attend.

Committee Leadership Training

SPADE Project (Precision Ag) - Crop Nutrition Working Group

Business Track: Data Security and Compliance - Exploring the Value 
and Return on Investment 

Speaker 
Speaker: Todd Janzen, Janzen Ag Law 
Todd Janzen of Janzen Ag Law and the American Farm Bureau Federation 
will discuss the new Ag Data  Transparency Evaluator, for which he is the 
administrator – including data use transparency, standardization and the 
future of agricultural information in a legal and regulatory context. The 
Evaluator is a national effort to bring transparency to contracts between 
farmers and technology providers. Janzen grew up on a  grain and livestock 
farm in Kansas. His firm is dedicated to serving the needs of farmers, ag 
technology providers and agribusinesses. He regularly publishes articles 
on the Janzen Ag Law Blog that are reprinted on Farm Journal’s Agweb, 
Precision Farming Dealer magazine and Hoosier Ag Today.

 
Networking Lunch

Member Services Live desk is open 

SPADE Project (Precision Ag) Working Session 
We’ll start with a quick update from each SPADE product group. The team 
will then review the overall progress and next steps for publication of SPADE 
materials as we approach the end of the third phase of the SPADE Project 
(SPADE3). We’lll wrap up with a discussion about the next iteration of the 
SPADE Project including areas of focus, timing and gauge interest level of 
potential member companies.

Standards and Guidelines Committee 
This session will review and receive updates on all open tasks and projects 
along with introducing any new subjects to be considered by the Standards 
and Guidelines Committee.

Directory Oversight CommitteeA short overview of the Directory 
Oversight Committee followed by the normal monthly business meeting 
on operations concerning AGIIS (the Ag Industry Information System) and 
unique identifiers.

  11:00 AM - 12:00 PM  General Session
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Education Session: Business Process Modeling  
Come and learn how process modeling is part of AgGateway’s future. This 
fast-paced session will introduce the basics of process modeling using the 
Business Process Model and Notation (BPMN) standard that AgGateway is 
applying. The session will be led by Denis Gagne, CEO of Trisotech, which is 
helping AgGateway with precision-ag related process modeling activities. 

PAIL Project (Precision Ag Irrigation) 
We’ll discuss upcomding release of irrigation standards and next steps in the 
Precision Ag Irrigation Language (PAIL) Project. 

Refreshment Break 

  4:00 PM - 5:00 PM  General Session

Closing Speaker 
Robert Blair, Farmer and VP of Agriculture at Measure

Robert Blair, a farmer and Vice President of Agriculture for Measure, will 
cover drone-as-a-service operations, precision technologies, telematics and 
information integration challenges on-farm and in the value chain. Blair 
is a fourth generation farmer from north central Idaho managing 1,300 
dryland acres of wheat, barley, peas, lentils, chickpeas, alfalfa and cows. As 
an early adopter of new farm technologies, Blair was named the Precision 
Ag Institute’s 2009 International Farmer of the Year, and has received several 
fellowships that have allowed him to study agricultural technologies in 
South America and Germany. Among other honors he has received the Idaho 
Governor’s Award for Agriculture Technology and Innovation. 

  5:00 PM - 5:30 PM  General Session

Looking Forward 

AgGateway CEO Wendy Smith provides an overview of the organization’s 
goals moving into 2017 and 2018. 

1:30 PM - 3:20 PM

1:30 PM - 3:20 PM

3:30 PM - 4:00 PM
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8:00 AM - 8:30 AM

8:30 AM - 9:50 AM

8:30 AM - 9:50 AM

8:30 AM - 9:50 AM

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

10:35 AM - 12:00 PM

10:35 AM - 12:00 PM

10:35 AM - 12:00 PM

11:15 AM - 12:00 PM

10:35 AM - 11:15 AM

9:00 PM - 12:00 PM

   Thursday, November 10

All conference sessions — including work sessions — are open to all unless otherwise noted. See the 
Full Conference Schedule at AgGateway.org under “Events” for updates and further information.

Registration

Member Services Live desk is open

Education Committee 
We’ll discuss current work, nominate a chair for the coming year, review 
past education session topics, suggest possible new topics, and schedule 
conference calls.

Precision Ag Council 
Come hear updates on current work and priorities for 2017. 

Seed Council

Refreshment Break

Conference Committee 
We’ll review the Annual Conference, install the 2017 chair and the chair of 
the 2017 Mid-Year Meeting, and begin to organize work on the two 2017 
meetings. All who are interested in conference planning and programming 
are welcome.

WAVE (Telematics) in Precision Ag 
The Wave team will use this session to review and finalize the user stories, 
BPMN diagrams, use cases and data bucket documentation from the project. 
We will also review options for potential proof of concept implementations 
and next steps for the team.

Data Privacy and Security Committee  
We will continue to work through the deliverables as defined in the Data 
Privacy and Security white paper.

Reference Data API Working Group (Precision Ag) 
A review of the proof of concepts for reference data API’s and next steps for 
development and publication of proposed API standards for ContextItem, 
equipment, product and directory service API.

Remote Sensing (Precision Ag)


