Strengthen Your Agri-Business
Through AgGateway

The Power of eConnectivity
Agriculture is in the midst of a global information revolution. Mastering
the electronic exchange and use of data will be one of the strongest drivers of
productivity impacting agriculture in our lifetimes.
But in many cases, companies can’t harness this power on their own.
Connections can’t be made unless companies set and adopt common standards
and processes — the roadmap of how to electronically exchange data.
That’s where AgGateway comes in. AgGateway provides a neutral environment
to foster businesses as they collaborate on solutions — solutions that benefit
individual companies and the industry as a whole.

AgGateway
Strengthen Your Agri-Business
Through AgGateway
Five Ways AgGateway has been Building
an Effective Framework to Grow eBusiness
By working within AgGateway, companies are improving productivity, boosting
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efficiency and cutting costs throughout the supply chain – from a manufacturer’s backoffice and the ag retailer’s warehouse to the farmer’s smart phone. These revolutionary
improvements in the exchange of information are also improving traceability,
compliance reporting and sustainable ag practices.

Benefits of AgGateway Membership:
• Improvements in how you share information with customers – Less manual data
entry, better use of human resources, more efficient and accurate data management,
better traceability, cost reductions.
• Strengthened relationships with trading partners at the table, and ability to forge
relationships with potential new business partners.
• The ability to shape new standards and processes to best fit your organizational
needs.
• First access to emerging standards so your company will know how to leverage them
for maximum benefit.

1 Establishing Collaborative
Relationships
Collaboration is key to progress in
implementing eBusiness. In addition
to fostering collaborations between
companies in a safe, anti-trust compliant
environment, AgGateway has built
effective relationships with other key
players in the eAgriculture space.
AgGateway works with standards groups
(e.g., GS1, ASABE, AEF, OAGi etc.), trade
associations (e.g., Agricultural Retailers
Association, American Farm Bureau
Federation, CropLife America, etc.)
and government agencies (e.g. U.S.
Department of Agriculture), to adopt and
share the best of what is already working
for the industry, and to collaborate to
add additional data to help move the
industry toward implementation.

• Access to Members-only resources to assist in implementing eBusiness — resources
that are widely accepted and used in the industry today.
• Reduced costs for AgGateway meeting registrations.
• Plus…Companies that are not involved risk missing out on decisions that could
impact their ability to exchange information in future with key customers and other
trading partners.
A new collaboration worth highlighting
is with AgGateway Global Network,
a non-profit organization recently
formed to replicate the successful
AgGateway collaborative framework in
other regions of the world. The goal is
to establish global coordinated use of
ag eBusiness standards, guidelines and
processes, to the benefit of companies
operating locally in the U.S. as well as
internationally.

2

2

2 Providing the Resources for
Implementation
AgGateway members continue to refine
the resources that allow for electronic
connections between trading partners,
such as:
AgGateway’s Ag Industry
Identification System (AGIIS) is a robust,
interactive database that has become
an industry accepted and supported
directory of common data elements used
every day by hundreds of ag companies.
It now contains 5 million unique entities,
930,000 licenses for seed, and more than
140,000 product identifiers. AgGateway
has made it easier for all companies –
even non-AGIIS subscribers – to access
unique identifiers in the directory so that
everyone can use standard identifiers as
they conduct eBusiness.

The Ag Glossary – AgGlossary.org is a
one-stop location for agriculture terms,
definitions and acronyms. It is publicly
available as a tool that supports accurate
communication between segments
of agriculture and agribusiness. The
glossary now contains more than 5,500
terms and has received more than
200,000 visits.
AgGateway Open Standards – Once
AgGateway standards are published,
they are accessible by all in the industry,
for the good of the industry. They also
can be used internationally. Significant
resources are now available for public
use, such as documentation from the
SPADE Project that fills a critical gap
in providing data exchange between
diverse devices and systems used by
farmers for seeding operations; and

maintained by other organizations (such
as key ISO standards).

The “Enabled by” Logo: Another
valuable resource is the “Enabled by”
logo program developed by AgGateway’s
Allied Providers Council in response to a
need by members for a way to
demonstrate commitment to the use of
AgGateway open standards and other
resources. Members can apply for and
place the logo on their products and
services that use AgGateway resources,
as a means of communicating to business
trading partners their commitment to
eBusiness in agriculture.
AgGateway’s Data Privacy and
Security Committee developed a
framework for ag companies and growers
to consider as they incorporate data
privacy best practices and standards
into their operations. The committee
continues to explore and offer direction
in best practices.

The new ADAPT conversion toolkit is
a set of software tools that streamline
operational data exchange among farm
management software providers, and
equipment from various manufacturers,
for the benefit of growers and their
stakeholders. The ADAPT Oversight
Committee will continue to help the
industry manage and improve upon this
exciting new resource.

the Fertilizer Tonnage Reporting XML
schema, to name two recent examples.
Other eBusiness Resources – Other
resources, such as NEXUSe2e, CLICK,
and ROI calculators, as well as
implementation project management
resources, assist AgGateway members in
implementing connections. AgGateway
also provides names, descriptions and
links to implementation resources
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3 Streamlining the Supply Chain:
Order-to-Invoice
Using AgGateway standards,
eConnectivity has been achieved
between many trading partners
within the seed, crop nutrition, crop
protection, feed and grain and other
agriculture segments for contracts,
ordering, shipping and invoicing.

Companies report these benefits: more
accurate reporting, fewer manual
errors, better inventory management
and smarter resource allocation. In
crop protection alone, up to 70% of
invoicing and 95% of sales reporting is
now electronic.
Auto Identification Data Capture
(AIDC): Agribusinesses increasingly
need accurate, real-time information
about production, distribution,
inventory and consumption. AIDC
technologies (barcoding and RFID,
electronic messaging and data
synchronization) create this responsive
supply chain. AgGateway’s AIDC Task
Force is working to address concerns
regarding new technology, document
use cases and process flow diagrams
specific to agribusiness, and has
developed a value calculator and
ancillary support for implementations.
The task force is working with
CropLife International to create a
global standard in support of AIDC
technologies.

4

telematics, and crop insurance and
compliance reporting. The end result
will be that growers and their trusted
advisors will be able to securely
exchange data between software
programs and systems. It will be easier
for growers to manage farm resources
and to focus on profitability.
The SPADE Project (Standardized
Precision Ag Data Exchange) is focused
on data exchange in field operations
– creating common standards,
implementation guidelines and data
transfer protocols to and from Farm
Management Information Systems and
field equipment. Much work has been
completed, and some published work is
already being implemented in the field.

4 Precision Agriculture
AgGateway’s Precision Ag Council is
collaborating on ways growers can
better manage data in field operations,
precision water management,

The PAIL Project (Precision Ag
Irrigation Leadership) is focused on
data exchange for irrigation work
orders. The PAIL team is creating
common standards, implementation

guidelines and data transfer protocols
to and from FMIS to irrigation
equipment. PAIL is also currently
focused on implementation, and has
conducted many successful field trials.
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5 Compliance Reporting
The Paperless Fertilizer Tonnage
Reporting initiative started as an
AgGateway project and is now an
industry-wide initiative. The reason:
47 states require fertilizer tonnage
reporting, registration and payment
of fees and taxes – with 47 different
sets of rules and forms. This creates
an administrative burden for both
companies and the state governments.
Thanks to this industry initiative, five
states are now accepting live data, two
are getting close to connectivity, and
most of the other states are interested
in getting engaged. The initiative
is a collaboration of AgGateway,
the Association of American Plant
Food Control Officials, The Fertilizer
Institute and the Agricultural Retailers
Association. (See www.FertTon.com)
AgGateway’s Insurance, Regulatory
and Government Affairs Working
Group is identifying additional
areas where connectivity can aid in
regulatory reporting.

About AgGateway
AgGateway is a non-profit organization focused on helping growers, retailers and their supply
chain partners manage complex data, by providing ways to enable efficient data transfer
and management. AgGateway has more than 230 member companies, including ag retailers,
equipment manufacturers, manufacturers of ag inputs (e.g., seed, crop nutrition, crop
protection), and software and data service providers.

AgGateway…

Find out more

•

Facilitates collaboration under anti-trust guidelines to establish and maintain industrywide standards for eBusiness;

•

Makes resources available for companies to use in order to implement eBusiness;

•

Supports the creation and maintenance of common unique data identifiers and shared
data models;

•

Creates guides or “roadmaps” for companies to follow for implementation;

•

Encourages efficient cross-industry and international standard development and usage.

Member.Services@AgGateway.org

+1 (866) 251-8618
www.AgGateway.org

