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Homecoming 2018!

Sisters had a BLAST FROM THE PAST during the 

Homecoming 2018 festivities this semester. From an 

80s aerobics class (pictures left), to decades trivia, Phi 

Mu had a great week and some competitive fun! 

Bridgette Waldrop, senior, summed up the week's 

festivities by saying, "It was a total blast! I loved 

working along side my sisters competing against the 

other groups, and in the end everyone was a great 

sport  focused on how much fun we had."
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Homecoming 2018!
cont.

Jenna Bilz, senior, had a very 

memorable Homecoming this year, 

as she was not only crowed Queen, 

but got engaged during the 

Women's Homecoming game! Congrats, Jenna!
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Recruitment Event

Bid Day

Left/Above: Rho Nu hosted a recruitment event for all  

potential new members. During the event,  sisters spoke 

about their experience, mingled with each other, and made 

Valentine's Day cards for children at Cincinnati Children's 

Hospital.

Spring  

Recruitment!

Right:  Molly Shearer, a current junior, 

planned the event as Phi Director. She 

said, "In the end, planning bid day is 

definitely worth all of the time. It's 

always great to welcome new sisters and 

I can't wait to plan fall bid day!" 

This picture made it on the  

Phi Mu National Instagram story!
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Sammie Sander (L) and her 

big Stephanie  Taylor (R)

Bailey Dorsey (L) and her 

big Miranda Dampier (R) 

Erin Edwards (L) and her 

big Kate Quinn (R)

Kit Thelen (L) and her 

big Molly Shearer (R)

Rho Nu Across the Globe!

Our sisters traveled near and far during Spring Break 2018! From 

Gatlinburg, to Disneyland, to the beach, to Italy!  

 L to R: Olivia Staten, freshman. Peyton Yocum, freshman, with  

Rachel Henry, sophomore. Alex Voland, sophomore.

Our Big Lil' Reveal this semester was  

definitely a SWEET one! The cupcake  

themed event was a total hit, and 

everyone loved watching the girls' 

reactions as the sheet dropped! Congrats 

new biggies and littles!
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Savannah Suer (L) and her 

big Niaya Bowen (R)
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Philanthropy Event
Our chapter was beyond excited to host an event that 

we had never done before: a game night themed 

donation drive! All donations were given to Cincinnati 

Children's Hospital, and participants had the 

opportunity to play different (life-sized!) board games. 

Maddie McQueen, junior, said, "Planning out 

philanthropy event was so much fun! It was awesome 

to see all of out sisters and other members of our 

community come together to collect donations for our 

local CMN Hospital."

Phi Mu Nights & City Lights
Receptions in Erlanger was filled with Phi Mu sisters 

from the Rho Nu chapter on the night of April 6th. 

Dinner was served buffet style and our very own 

sister, Taylor Butler, made the desserts that included 

cake pops, cupcakes and rice crispy treats. Kelsey 

Kuntz, the Social Chair, worked hard for months 

putting together the big event that brought us all 

together before the summer comes. The formal 

included Photo booth, DJ, and drinks. Kelsey also 

created superlatives to highlight each sisters 

personality, giving us all our own moment of fame!   



      Academic Excellence
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"I'm learning about how to take X-rays  properly, no matter 

 the patient's condition. I can't wait to  graduate next year, 

take my boards, and hopefully be able to do X-Ray, CT, and 

MRI" -- Annie Boytim, Radiology

"Psych[ology] is so interesting to me, because there is so 

much content and it never gets boring. I will be graduating 

in the Spring of 2019 and plan on becoming a Child Life 

Specialist in Columbus, Ohio." --Kristin Bishop, Psychology

"I am a  Pre-Elementary Ed major, minioring in Spanish, 

wiht a distinction in the Honors program. I cannot wait to 

be a student teaching toward my major and hopefully 

travelling a lot!" --Rhiannon Windham, Pre-Elementary Ed

"I am a Social Studies Secondary Education major, and I 

cannot wait to get into the classroom and become a postiive 

role model for my high school students!" -- Hannah Abel, 

Social Studies Secondary Ed 

"I am a psychology major with a focus in sports psychology. 

I one day want to be a team psychologist for a college team 

and later on a professional team." -- Madison Jacobs, Sports 

Psychology

"[It's] mostly a bunch of chemsitry, but includes a lot of 

biology courses as well. I hope to one day work in a lab as a 

food chemist, creating and improving food sources, flavor, 

and nutrition." --Alyssa Smith, Biochemistry major

What's Your Major?



Sister Shoutout!
Here's what Tessa Wagner had to say about Amanda Brander:

"She is such a bright and intelligent woman who always encourages 

others to be the best that they can be. She is enthusiastic and overall a 

fantastic human being. I am so glad that I am able to call her my sister." 

Here's what Dani Hobbs had to say about Hannah Montgomery:

"Hannah is one of the best friends I have made through Phi Mu! She is 

so hardworking in school and in her internship, but always makes sure 

there's time to hang out [with me] during her crazy schedule!" 

Here's what Emma Lange had to say about Alex Voland:

"She is such a ray of sunshine, she is so mellow and relaxed, but she is 

always there for other people and never fails to make everyone laugh. 

She is so determined, which is super inspiring to me!" 
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Here's what Emma Dorgan had to say about Taylor Butler:

"She is super nice and outgoing and funny. She is also really good at 

baking and has a great personality!" 

Here's what Alex Hoffman had to say about Emily Uchtmann

"I love her because she is always there to make sure I'm okay, she called 

me all weekend to ask me if I needed anything or wanted anything just 

because I was sick. She's hilarious, and leaving soon!" 

Here's what Rougui Sall  had to say about Kristen Bishop:

"I love her because of her spontaneity and that's all I look for in people. 

Spontaneous people have the best hearts and never hide their feelings. 

Thank you Kristen for all of those fun lunch dates and for being there 

for me since the beginning. Love you girly!" 

Here's what Cayla Petrowski  had to say about Peyton Anderson:

"She was one of the first sisters that I bonded with, and she is always so 

willing to help any of us out, plus she's always there for me!" 

Here's what Emily Edernman  had to say about Kyanna Frierson:

"Kyanna is a sister I can always go to when I'm having a bad dar, 

because I know she will have something funny to say. She is always 

killing it with her clothes too!" 

' 
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Sister Spotlight!

Above and Below:  Diarra 

Niang (L), 21, with 

Comuba Niang (R), 18. 

It's not goodbye, but just goodnight.

     Diarra and Coumba are two of the most fascinating women in our 

chapter. Coumba, the younger sister, is majoring in Supply Chain  

Management, and double minoring in Spanish and Business 

Administration. While Diarra, the oldest, is majoring in Environmental 

Science, with a minor in Geology. Both sisters were born and raised in 

Senegal, where they learned to speak FOUR different languages: 

English, French, Wolof, and Spanish, but Coumba admits, "Well, I'm 

still working on Spanish". 

     When asked why she joined Phi Mu, Coumba said, "I wanted to be a 

leader by raising money toward a philanthropy... I felt like joining 

would get me out of my comfort zone. And it actually did." Diarra says 

that she loves Phi Mu, as it allows her to be more involved on NKU's 

campus, saying, "I was always trying to find events on campus, but 

after Phi Mu, I feel like I always have something to do."  When asked 

what having a real sister in our chapter felt like, Diarra responded by 

saying, "... my parents always treated us like twins. We are inseparable. 

So having her to share this experience with is wonderful." 

     When it comes to them being students, Coumba talked about liking 

how NKU's campus was small. She said, "You can have a direct 

relationship with your teacher and get help quicker", while Diarra 

responded, "[It's] very welcoming to International Students!"  

     Overall, Comuba wraps things up by saying, "Phi Mu made me meet 

wonderful people and gave me [a connection] to thousands of people 

around the globe." 

       Although the Rho Nu chapter of Phi Mu was founded only a few semesters ago, in the fall of 2016, 

our graduating seniors this semester have made an impactful difference within our sisterhood. Almost 

every single graduating senior was a "charter member" for this chapter, meaning they were the 

women who signed Rho Nu into existence. They've had the opportunity to be in leadership positions, 

meet and recruit more women, and most importantly, embark on the journey that is this noble 

womanhood. Overall, we wish these women the best in their future endeavors, and  cannot wait for 

them to become alumnae for our chapter! Below are the statements from each senior, reminiscing on 

their Phi Mu journey, and telling what their future holds! Also featured is sister Emily Uchtmann, who 

will begin her journey with the United States Navy at the end of May. We wish you the best, sisters!
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      "I am a Human Resource Major at NKU. Graduating is the scariest 

thing I've ever done since it's the first time everything will be unknown. 

After graduation, I am taking a small trip through Europe! I will continue 

to travel as it's one of my greatest passions. As for a job in the future, I 

don't have anything lined up but I am hoping to go within a Human 

Resources Generalist role at a company that will be open to relocation for 

me. The thing I'll miss most about Phi Mu is the connections I have made 

in my yeah and half. Each of the girls has taught me something and the 

most valuable lesson is: There is always someone there for you even 

when you think you're alone. Love you ladies! This Phi Mu is OUT!!" Sam Griffith

     "Although I'm unsure of my plans after graduation, I know my time at 

NKU and Phi Mu has prepared me for my future ahead. It's unclear as to 

if I'll use my chemistry degree after graduation, or purse a career in the 

arts... only time will tell. Though my experience in Phi Mu, I learned even 

with  the distance and time apart, there are always sisters there that have 

your back. I learned this lesson, while I as away from the chapter being a 

Gamma Chi, during this part recruitment. I had returned to a more 

developed chapter, but was happily welcomed back by all sisters. "

Kiersten Edwards

     "When I joined Phi Mu, I never could have imagined the 

opportunities it would give to me. I joined because I wanted something 

new in my life and Phi Mu was there. Some of these opportunities 

include being the new chapter president, our first official treasurer, 

sharing my Phi Mu story with another university as a part of Phi Mu 

headquarter's extension team, experiencing Phi Mu's Officer Academy, 

and gaining incredible role models and friendships that I would have 

never thought to exist. Phi Mu has taught me to live my life through 

our values of love, honor, and truth and to grab at opportunities when 

they are available. After graduation in May, I will start full time at 

Rudler, PSC as a staff accountant, where I've been interning for the past 

year and a half. I hope to pass the CPA exam within the next year and 

become a Certified Public Accountant!"

Jenna Bilz



Sydney Wege

     "I am graduating this May with a degree in Media Informatics and 

secondary areas of study in Marketing and Journalism. I joined Phi Mu in 

2016 and was part of the first pledge class! At first when I joined I saw it as 

an opportunity to help grow an organization on campus and get some 

leadership experience. As I progressed, it turned more into having this 

organization become a family. While being Vice President of Committees, I 

was able to become close with a large group of the amazing women in Phi 

Mu and getting to grow as a person right along side them. I am going to miss 

getting to have those amazing experiences with them and getting to see their 

creative ways to get things accomplished. I am also going to miss all the fun 

and amazing lunch dates I've had with so many of my sisters. My plan upon 

graduating is to manage several stores for Strong's Brick Oven Pizzeria and 

Strong's Sugar Shack. I also plan on moving forward with my internship at 

the WAVE Foundation at the Newport Aquarium and staying on as their 

Videography and Photography volunteer. LIOB to all my sisters,"

Bridgette Waldrop

      "I was only in Rho Nu chapter for a year and a half, but it feels like I've 

been there with my sisters all my life! The friends I've made, experiences 

I've had, and opportunities to be involved have made my life better than I 

could have dreamed and has prepared me for a successful future. 

Next step, graduate NKU and get a grown up job working in my field of 

study Accounting and my CPA certification! Also, learn Spanish, I've got 

to commit more to that." 

9

Kyanna Frierson

      "Joining Phi Mu was one of the best decisions I made in college. Being 

in Phi Mu has brought me a lot of experiences and friendships. I am proud 

to say that I was the first Membership Director of Rho Nu chapter which 

allowed me to attend Phi Mu’s Officer Academy to meet other sisters 

across the country and learn to be the best leader I could be. I will be 

graduating in August with a Bachelors of Arts and hope to move out of 

the state to attend graduate school for Interior Design to one day become 

an Interior Designer! " 



Closing Remarks:
Thanks so much for a great semester, Rho Nu! Huge thanks to everyone for 

sending me pictures and statements for the various features. HUGE thanks to my 

committee- Hope Schuh, Hannah Montgomery, and Sam Griffith, for helping me 

this immensely this semester. Can't wait to see everyone in the fall!  

       -Peyton Anderson, Public Relations Chairman
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Emily Uchtmann

"I have so many emotions about leaving my  

wonderful sisters, but I know the Navy is going to be one of the 

 best things I will ever do with my life. I am planning on finishing 

my degree while on active duty and potentially re-enlisting and 

then eventually retiring by the age of 37. I leave May 23rd for  

bootcamp, and will be graduating hopefully July 20th. I will  

continue training until May 2019. I will be an FC, which 

means my job is heavy gun ballistics and missile programming, 

so I will be stationed on an Aegis combatant ship."

Not pictured: Monae McGovern.

Yislain Villalona

"I will be graduating May 2018 with my Bachelors in the Biological Sciences 

with minors in Chemistry and Neurobiology. I am trying to seek a position at 

Cincinnati Children’s as a clinical research coordinator or a research 

assistant. I am also aiming to apply for PA school in about a year or so. My 

goal is to become a Physicians Assistant that specializes in pediatrics. When I 

first came across the Phi Mu table when they were first on campus, their 

kindness and cheerfulness attracted my attention. But their love and honesty 

toward every person and every sister was what made me stay. It has taught 

me that making someone’s day could be as little as telling them to “have a 

good night” regardless of their occupation or background.  It has taught me 

that if we work hard enough through fundraising, we could help many 

children with medical needs that are currently in hospitals around the 

country, that just want to feel better and go home. It was a pleasure to be able 

to be around such kind and hard working ladies during my last couple of 

years in college. I will forever continue to follow the values that they have 

taught me and show the world the true characteristics of a Phi Mu lady.."


