
PI CHAPTER  |  UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

I’ve enjoyed hearing from Tri Delta alumnae who, in recent months, 
met up with fellow sisters during trips abroad as well as here in 
the States.  It’s great to see Tri Deltas making connections and 
expanding friendships. It reminds me of our lifelong bond as sisters.

As President of Pi Corporation, I enjoy meeting with collegiates 
and alumnae.  The opportunity to connect with Tri Deltas 
provides an opportunity to “give back” to a community that 
is important to collegiates and played a significant role in the 
alumnae university experience. Each connection with Tri Deltas 
sparks memories and creates an opportunity to experience the 
vision, challenges and aspirations of chapter members today.

Involvement with the Pi Chapter offers opportunities to 
connect with collegiate women who have an abundance of 
energy and forward-thinking ideas. At Pi Corporation’s spring 
Board Meeting we had the opportunity to hear from chapter 
officers. Together, board members and collegiates set the 
direction for the first floor gathering areas’ refurbishment, 
completing phase one over the summer! 

The transformation came together and reflects the creative talents 
of Lani Taylor and Lisa De Losso of Taylor Blue Design. Lani is a 
Tri Delta from the University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa. We first 
connected when she participated on the Career Night panel. 
Before and after photos in this issue depict the transformation of 
the living room, solarium, and TV room. I hope you will make a trip 

to the house to see 
the transformation 
first-hand. The 
environment at the 
chapter house is 
youthful, fun, and 
inviting.

Our Annual Meeting will take place this spring and alumnae are 
invited to attend. This gathering is a perfect opportunity to connect 
with the chapter officers and make plans for the year ahead. 

Whether it’s attending our Annual Meeting, serving on the 
Pi Corporation Board, becoming a mentor to a collegiate, or 
gathering at a football game, there’s never a shortage of ways to 
connect with Tri Delta. We’ve made great strides with alumnae 
involvement. I like to say “The train has left the station” and we 
have embarked on an exciting journey. We always welcome more 
sisters to climb aboard and join us! 

Loyally, 

 
Jean Bingham Jones ‘73
President, Pi House Corporation Board
caltrideltahousecorporation@gmail.com

Slice of Pi
FALL 2019

Connecting with Tri Delta!

Left: Tri Delta Alumnae attending the UC Berkeley vs. Navy game in Annapolis, 

MD. Pictured left to right in back: Cindy Farwell ‘74, Nancy Worner Fleck ‘73, 

Sally Thompson ‘73, Melissa Holmes Snyder ‘74, Jan Farrell O’Brien  ‘74, Megan 

Hill Mason ‘74, Terri Thomas ‘74, Sally McComber Boyd ‘73. Left to right in front: 

Carol Anderson Raney ‘74 and Kitty Codd Clark ‘73

 Right:  Almost 45 years later, Pi roommates and now Pi Corporation board 

members reunite in Paris. Left to right: Melissa Holmes Snyder ‘74,Tina Amber ‘74.

Pictured left to right, House Manager, Elizabeth 
Crowther ‘16, Pi House Corporation Board 

President, Jean Bingham Jones ’73, Chapter 
President, Christiana Wierschem ‘17

A Lifetime of Loyalty
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When Gaby Jackson was a 
sophomore at the Univer-
sity of California at Davis, 
she was curious as to why 
no sororities were repre-
sented on campus. Gaby 
appreciated her experience 
at an all-girls’ high school, 
valuing close friendships 
and support among women. 
She was determined to cre-
ate a similar environment in 
college. Gaby and a group 
of friends contacted the Pi 
Chapter at UC Berkeley 
who connected her with Mary 
Kay Baker; Tri Delta’s National President at the time.  

“Mary Kay invited us to her home for tea, and told us about the 
sorority”, shared Gaby. “After that experience, I made demands 
to the administration to establish a sorority at Davis”. In the Fall 
of 1973 Beta Pi Chapter’s first members were pledged and in 
1974 Pi Chapter collegiates traveled to Davis to initiate the first 
Beta Pi Chapter members.
 
As a new chapter, alumnae supervision was strong and conse-
quently, Gaby’s undergraduate experience was deeply rooted in 
alumnae support. “I always tell the chapter women that mem-
bership is for life”, Gaby reflected. “You may not always be able 
to participate in Tri Delta because of family circumstances or 
work obligations, but Tri Delta will always be there waiting for 
when you have time to come back to her”.

Gaby began volunteering with the chapter in 2006, helping with 
philanthropy events fundraising for St. Jude. She returned to Pi 
again in the fall of 2012 serving as Lifetime Membership Advi-
sor and transitioned to Alumni Advisor in January of 2013. Cur-
rently, Gaby advises Pi Chapter with special events, including 
facilitating alumnae gatherings on game days for Golden Bear 
football games. She’s also very involved at the National Level 
and started a Tri Psi chapter at Cal Berkeley for moms of Tri 
Delta.  She assists the Epsilon Rho Chapter of Tri Delta at the 
University of San Francisco, one of Tri Delta’s newest chapters.

Professionally, Gaby has been a practicing attorney for forty 
years specializing in products liability litigation. She is part 
of the legal team at Walsworth WFBM, LLP and lives in San 
Francisco with her husband Peter and sons Ian and Keith. Her 
daughter Briel was a fall 2013 initiate at Pi Chapter.

Bianca Koutsakos recognized 
the life-long bond of sisterhood 
at an early age.  “Becoming 
a sorority member at the 
University of California at 
Santa Barbara was a conscious 
decision”, she explained. “There 
were many options for getting 
involved, but I knew I wanted to 
be in a sorority”, Bianca shared. 

After college, Bianca worked 
in Los Angeles and the bond of 
sisterhood pulled her to serve 
as the Recruitment Advisor at 
the Theta Xi Chapter at USC. Lat-
er, when Bianca and her husband 
Christopher moved to the Bay Area, she joined the Mount Diablo 
Alumnae Chapter. “I wanted to meet people with a shared connec-
tion and contribute to a common purpose,” she mentioned. Today, 
Bianca serves as the Alumni Advisor for Pi at UC Berkeley; a role she 
has held since 2016. 

In this role, Bianca attends standards meetings, officer training 
councils, works with the VP of Finance, supports officer transitions, 
attends membership development events and more. Emily Gallo 
’17, VP of Chapter Development shares: “Bianca is the embodiment 
of Tri Delta values as she continues to remind Pi Chapter members 
to be brave, bold, and kind leaders. We are incredibly lucky to have 
Bianca inspiring women to find meaning in their membership and 
continue to be a part of Tri Delta beyond their collegiate years”. 

“College is an influential time in all of our lives and shapes so much 
about us”, Bianca said as she emphasized the significance of her 
undergraduate years as a Tri Delta. “That choice stays with you after 
college and gives us all the ability to pick up the Tri Delta experience 
where we left off.”

Bianca met her husband Christopher at a Tri Delta / Kappa Sigma so-
cial. They now live in Walnut Creek, CA and 
recently welcomed their first child into the 
family. She is the regional west coast man-
ager of Neoscape, an international creative 
and marketing agency that specializes in real 
estate. Bianca encourages other alumnae 
to consider reconnecting with the sorority . 
“There’s never too much or too little alumnae 
can do to become involved. There’s always 
an opportunity waiting.” 

Alumnae Have a Home at Tri Delta

Gaby Jackson Renstrom ’74,  
UC Davis

Bianca Koutsakos ’05,  
UC Santa Barbara

Bianca Koutsakos was presented with the National Volunteer Award at 

Tri Delta’s Volunteer Leadership Conference in July, 2019. Pictured left to 

right: Bianca Koutsakos ‘05, UC Santa Barbara and Tina Amber ‘74.2  |  PI CHAPTER TRI DELTA



SUMMER FIRST FLOOR REDESIGN
Lani Taylor ‘74 (Univ. Alabama/Tuscaloosa) and Lisa DeLosso of Taylor Blue 
Design, gave the Pi Chapter Living Room and TV Room a significant update 
over the summer. By incorporating warm colors and fabrics with new furniture 
groupings, they transformed the rooms into comfortable and inviting spaces. 

After: TV Room

After: Living Room

Before: Living Room

Before: TV Room

Before: Solarium

After: Solarium

A New Look Inside the 
Tri Delta Chapter House!
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Pi Chapter during recruitment. Standing center (L to R) is Chapter President, 

Christiana Wierschem ‘17 and VP Membership, Claire Smith ‘16. 

New Members Welcomed 
to Tri Delta 
We are so excited to be back for our fall semester! Our sisters 
returned to the chapter house in August greeted by beautiful, 
new furniture on the first floor! Fall semester started with re-
cruitment, led by our VP of Membership, Claire Smith. Pi Chapter 
had a successful recruitment, taking in a full pledge class of 46 
new members, ranging from freshman to juniors. The highlight of 
recruitment week for Pi Chapter (other than Bid Day) is always 
Philanthropy Day, where we get to showcase our love and ded-
ication to St. Jude. This year we will welcome a St. Jude patient 
and her family to our chapter to share with us their experience, 
allowing us to understand more fully the impact of our service. 

On Bid Day, the new members were welcomed with our “Camp 
Delta Delta Delta” theme, complete with s’mores, tie-dye, and 
photos of our wonderful alumnae hung up around the house. 
Everyone loved getting to see photos of our alumnae back when 
they spent time at the Pi Chapter house, as it really connected 
us with our past, current, and new sisters! 

Our Sponsor Chair, Emma Parsons, has been working diligently 
to organize fun events to help our new members and active 
members get to know each other better. All our new members 
recently received their “bigs”, or Sponsors, and we all went 

bowling together to celebrate! I’m sure all of our alumnae recall 
the connection they shared with their bigs and littles during 
their time as a collegiate member. Maybe some still keep in 
touch with one another! 

Pi Chapter is a place we hope our current collegiate members, 
alumnae members, and future members will always think of as 
a welcoming home. We know that the bonds of sisterhood that 
tie us all together extend not just for four years, but for life! We 
love hearing from our alumnae members and look forward to 
meeting more of you in the near future. 

Delta Love,

Christiana Wierschem ‘17
Collegiate Chapter President 
Delta Delta Delta, Pi Chapter
---
B.A. Political Science (2020)
B.A. English (2020)
University of California, Berkeley

Sachi Kheny ’18 and Lauren Lee ’18 celebrating Bid Day
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• Attend an alumnae event

• Mentor a collegiate

• Join an alumnae chapter

• Attend the Spring Annual Meeting

• Serve on the Pi Corporation Board

• Join the Building Committee

• Participate on the Career Panel

• Come to a home Football Game

• Follow Pi Chapter on Social Media

• Become a Pansy Pal

• Serve as a Finance Chapter Advisor

• Guide a Collegiate Officer in her 
leadership role

Connecting with Tri Delta
It’s an exciting time to be involved with Tri Delta!

To learn more, email caltrideltahousecorporation@gmail.com

Pi Chapter new members on Bid Day

Courtney Chau, Temecula, CA
Saira Chawla, Johns Creek, GA
Amanda Chung, Yorba Linda, CA
Anna Clary, San Diego, CA
Jackie Dalke, Coto de Caza, CA
Madison DiGirolamo, Salinas, CA
Grace Elam, San Francisco, CA
Erin Fernwood, San Anselmo, CA
Laura Frailey, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
Naomi Fuson, Menlo Park, CA
Grace Gau, Santa Barbara, CA
Hannah Goldsobel, Los Angeles, CA
Samantha Goldstein, Burlingame, CA
Cynthia Huang, Mission Viejo, CA
Ally Kennedy, Manhattan Beach, CA
Jo Kim, Chino Hills, CA

Ilana Kotler, Sao Paulo, Brazil
Jenna Kramer, Beverly Hills, CA
McKensie Lara, Moorpark, CA
Angelina Liang, San Gabriel. CA
Isabella Lovalvo, Argyle, TX
Alisa Matsoyan, Pleasanton, CA
Haley Mendlin, Modesto, CA
Rachel McCarty, Riverside, CA
Jess Moulia, San Francisco, CA
Ashley Mulakaluri, Moraga, CA
Ebru Odok, Orlando, FL
Giulia Oltranti, Santa Barbara, CA
Indie Ott, Los Angeles, CA
Meghan Pletsch, Walnut Creek, CA
Claire Rammel, Carmel Valley, CA
Rishva Reddy, South Barrington, IL

Sarah Runyan, Riverside, CA
Madeleine Saxe, Tahoe Vista, CA
Kylee Steele, San Diego, CA
Abby Steinmetz, Tustin, CA
Savvy Streitman, Carlsbad, CA
Marin Tchen, Manhattan Beach, CA
Laura Valencia, Irvine, CA
Sruthi Vatsavai, Baton Rouge, LA
Diyva Vemulapalli, Atlanta, GA
Victoria Venardi, Alameda, CA
Marilyn Violas, Los Angeles, CA
Sophie Wiener, Boulder, CO
Lily Wong, Modesto, CA
Rachel Wu, Hinsdale, IL

Welcome, New Tri Deltas!
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The Pansy Pals program began in the 
spring when past Alumnae Relations Chair, 
Madi Alcalay thought it would be great 
for Alumnae members and Collegiate 
members to connect on a deeper and 
more personal level. Collegiate members 
enjoyed hearing stories about Alumnae 
experiences and Alumnae responded 
very enthusiastically to the invitation to 
reconnect with the chapter. 

Once sisters signed up to be paired with a 
“Pansy Pal,” a question was sent out once 
every two weeks to get conversations 
started. Right away, meaningful 
exchanges began to flow and members 
found many things in common. Alumnae 
and Collegiates had a lot of fun getting 

to know each other and learned quite 
a bit about favorite memories as a Tri 
Delta. A few lucky members even had the 
opportunity to meet their Pansy Pal in 
person! Through the Pansy Pal program, 
it became even clearer that being a Tri 
Delta is not only for four years; being a Tri 
Delta is truly for life. 

This year, we are continuing the Pansy 
Pals program and look forward to 
connecting with more of our Alumnae. We 
encourage all Alumnae to participate! The 
sign-up form will be sent out very soon 
through email, as well as posted on the 
Pi Chapter Alumnae Facebook page. We 
look forward to connecting with you all!
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Alumnae Relations
Pi Chapter of Tri Delta
P.O. Box 189
Cortland, NY 13045

Address Service Requested

CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Chapter President, Christiana Wierschem ‘17
Albany, NY, (518) 729-8139, 

caltrideltapresident@gmail.com 

VP/Membership, Claire Smith ‘16
Los Angeles, CA (310) 478-7342 

caltrideltavpm@gmail.com

VP/Administration, Vibha Vadlamani ‘16
Sammamish, WA, (425) 988-4990, 

caltrideltavpa@gmail.com

VP/Chapter Development, Emily Gallo ‘17
Woodland Hills, CA, (818) 324-1078, 

caltrideltavpcd@gmail.com

VP/Finance, Samantha Griffith ‘16
San Diego, CA, (858) 334-8116,  

caltrideltavpf@gmail.com  

VP/Public Relations, Anna Wikle ‘17
Tustin, CA, (714) 408-5016,  

caltrideltapr@gmail.com

Treasurer, Paige Comtois ‘17
Warrington, PA, (267) 885-6032, 

caltrideltatreasurer@gmail.com

Alumnae Relations Chair, Laura Malfavon ‘18
Santa Rosa, CA, (707) 326-0864, 

caltrideltaalumnae@gmail.com

Pansy Pals Maria Pacifico ’18 and 

Sheryl Wong ’67 meeting for lunch.

Alumnae and Collegiate Members Pair Up as Pansy Pals

Can’t wait for the next Slice of Pi?
Follow us online for updates:       berkeley.tridelta.org           @calDDD           @CalTriDelta         

    @CalTriDelta Alumnae Group           @mdac_tri_delta

“The Pansy Pal program is a fun 
way to feel the reach of Tri Delta 
and how long this organization will 
last in my life! I also loved meeting 
Sheryl, especially since she told me 
all about her own time at Berkeley.” 
~ Maria Pacifico ’18
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