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Foreword
The Achievement House Cyber Charter School Program of Studies is designed to help students and parents/
guardians choose, follow, and complete a path to graduation that will prepare students for success beyond high 
school. This document provides general information, including the policies, procedures and requirements of 
AHCCS, grades 7-8, and includes descriptions of all of our middle school course offerings.

Our mission is for AHCCS students to experience an improved individual outcome, measured by academic 
achievement, in a personalized and rich learning environment that prepares them for success in a technology-
driven world.

Together as teachers, staff members, and administrators, we strive to consistently improve our instructional 
practices in order to support student success. We encourage students and parents/guardians to become familiar 
with the contents of the Program of Studies to provide you with information that supports the successful educa-
tion provided at AHCCS.

Achievement House offers a robust, balanced curriculum that is designed to meet each student’s academic 
needs. Our highly qualified teachers are directly involved in creating the dynamic, customized curriculum that 
students access through live, virtual classes and asynchronous online assignments. Teachers are also available 
to work with students individually. Our helpful staff members are dedicated to providing a positive, engaging 
educational experience.

In addition to academics, students are encouraged to participate in a variety of clubs, extracurricular activities, and 
field trips. The combination of our dynamic curriculum and caring teachers is strengthened by close collaboration 
with parents to create an environment for student success.

At Achievement House Cyber Charter School, our vision is, “Every student is a VIP: Valued as an individual; In-
spired to innovate; and Prepared for the future.”
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Grade Percent

A 95-100%

A - 90-94%

B + 86-89%

B 83-85%

B - 80-82%

C + 76-79%

C 73-75%

C - 70-72%

D+ 67-69%

D 60-66%

F 0-59%

Grading Scale

At Achievement House, the important process of class selection begins each spring for the following school 
year.  Students are informed of course offerings through videos, e-mails, and announcements. With the help of 
their parents, students fill out an online scheduling request. Students have the option to meet with their school 
counselor to ask questions throughout the scheduling process. Schedules are finalized over the summer by 
the student’s counselor, who takes into account graduation requirements, teacher input, survey responses, 
post-high school plans, past grades, and assessment scores.  Our staff works hard to create the best academic 
schedule for our students.

Class Selection

Note:  To calculate your final grade, add your quarterly percent totals and divide by 4.

Final decisions on grade level placement for students transferring into AHCCS during the school year will be 
based on the previous grade level and the student’s ability to meet the necessary requirements for promotion at 
the end of the current school year.

Transfer Students
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This program offers events, workshops, and classes that are hands-on and relevant.  Students who participate in this 
program will gain marketable skills through technology and project-based learning using real world experiences.  The 
program’s tag line, “Fearless Thinking,” encourages students to problem solve, think critically, and explore creatively.

Entrepreneurship
Schoolyard Ventures Entrepreneurship Boot Camp: 0.25 credits — Schoolyard Ventures, offered to Achieve-
ment House students, is an innovative program that helps teens launch businesses, non-profits and other 
real-world projects that are meaningful to them. Students can earn credit by completing all requirements.

Schoolyard Ventures Entrepreneurship: 0.75 credits — Schoolyard Ventures, offered to Achievement 
House students, is an innovative program that helps teens launch businesses, non-profits and other real-
world projects that are meaningful to them. Students can earn credit by completing all requirements.
Prerequisite – Schoolyard Ventures Entrepreneurship Boot Camp

Workshops
Workshops will allow students to explore their interests. These workshops are not for credit.

Innovation Academy

• Babysitting for Big Bucks
• Batman, Superman, and You: Find Your Own 

Superpowers
• Be Like Mark Cuban: Act Like an Entrepreneur
• Blogging 101: Create a WordPress Blog
• Build Your Personal Brand
• Can a Paper Airplane Help You Think and Act 

Faster?
• Creative Brainstorming for Entrepreneurs
• Cut Grass & Make Cash: Start a Landscaping 

Business

• How Businesses Make Money
• Learn to be on Shark Tank
• Learn to Interview: Make a Good First Impression
• Let It Snow, See Your Wallet Grow: Make $ Shovel-

ing Snow
• Marketing: How Businesses Get People to Buy 

Products
• Negotiate! Convince Others to do What You Want
• Rake Leaves, Rake in the Dough
• Search Engine Optimization

Maker Movement
3D Printing - Let’s Build It!: 0.25 credits — This class covers 3D design and printing software, as well as 3D 
printers. Learn how to create 3D scans, design 3D models, perfect models for print, and more.

Raspberry Pi - Intro to Robotics: 0.25 credits — The Raspberry Pi is a low cost, credit card sized computer 
that uses the Linux operating system. This quarter long, pass/fail course promises hands-on learning as each 
student receives a Raspberry Pi to work with.  Students will learn how to use this device for gaming, word 
processing, and other electronic projects.  Lessons include the basics of the computer language Python and 
an introduction to robotics. 

Seminar Classes
Seminar Classes are interest-based. Speak to your Counselor for credit information.
• CAD: Conceive, Design & 3D Print Your First Project

Workshops
Workshops will allow students to explore their interests. These workshops are not for credit.  
• Coasters
• Granola Bars
• Pi Wars Robotics Team
• T-shirt Bags
• Web Research for Startup Businesses
• Who Wants Raspberry Pi: Make Your Own 

Minecraft Gaming Computer
• Another Slice of Raspberry Pi: Make Your 

Own Office Suite

• Another Slice of Raspberry Pi: Make Your Own MP3 
Player

• Another Slice of Raspberry Pi: Make Your Own 
Media Center

• Another Slice of Raspberry Pi: Make Your Own 
Retro Gaming Center 

• Another Slice of Raspberry Pi: Make Your Own 
Smart Alarm Clock



The following sections contain each content area and the courses offered through that department. Each sub-
section begins with an introduction to the content area and then a description of the courses offered.

English and Language Arts Department
Department Requirements:
Students must complete a core English course. Students are placed into appropriate courses by their guidance 
counselor.

Advanced Language Arts 7 — This course is designed to prepare students for honors and AP courses 
at the high school level. It is aligned to the 7th grade PA Core English Language Arts standards. Students 
will be challenged to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize author’s purpose, points of view, and language 
development. Students will learn how to effectively write using persuasive, argumentative, expository, 
and descriptive writing styles. Students will display a mastery of reading, writing, listening, and speaking 
skills. 

Language Arts 7 — This course is designed to help seventh grade students explore and respond to literature, 
including fictional and nonfictional novels, poetry, graphic novels, plays, informational texts, and short stories. 
Students will use the 6 Traits Writing Program to improve their skills and engage in a creative writing unit that 
will also address mechanics, conventions, and parts of speech.

Advanced Language Arts 8  — This course is designed to prepare students for honors and AP courses 
at the high school level. It is aligned to the 8th grade PA Core English Language Arts standards. Students 
will be challenged to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize author’s purpose, points of view, and language 
development. Students will learn how to effectively write using persuasive, argumentative, expository, and 
descriptive writing styles. Students will display a mastery of reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. 

Language Arts 8 — This course is designed to help eighth grade students explore and analyze literature, 
including fictional and nonfictional novels, poetry, graphic novels, plays, informational texts, and short 
stories.  Students will be given the opportunity to master the 6 Traits Writing Program through a variety of 
engaging writing prompts.

English Language Development (ELD)
Achievement House provides a rigorous, standards-based educational program for English Learners 
(ELs) of all levels. Our English Learners build and develop their linguistic proficiency in a program that 
is both intensive and flexible. Identified English Learners attend an ESL (English as a Second Language) 
course taught by a certified ESL teacher and designed to promote the continual develop of English 
language reading, speaking, writing and listening skills. Additionally, the ESL department collaborates 
closely with classroom teachers to ensure that academic curriculum is accessible so that your student 
can successfully meet standards and make gains in English language proficiency. Bilingual mentors and 
access one-on-one help sessions further support students, ensuring positive outcomes for our English 
Learners.

Upon enrolling, non-native English-speaking students are evaluated for placement into the ESL program. 
Achievement House adheres to the WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards and employs the 
WIDA Screener to accurately determine your student’s English language proficiency. If it is determined 
that your student would benefit from English language development support, an individualized program 
is implemented to best help your student develop English language proficiency while achieving grade-
level content standards.

Academic Departments of
Achievement House Cyber Charter School
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Three different sections of ESL support the needs of students. Beginning EL (BEL) serves the needs of 
students in levels 1-2 (Entering and Beginning); Intermediate EL (IEL) serves the needs of students in levels 
3-4 (Developing and Expanding); and Advanced EL (AEL) serves the needs of students in level 5 (Bridging). 
We also offer a highly individualized, intensive Newcomer course so that brand-new English Learners can 
acquire basic English proficiency for success in school.

Achievement House English Learners can truly achieve the proficiency and literacy to effectively communi-
cate in English, excel in their academic courses, and realize their higher education and professional goals 
after graduation.

Beginning EL — The Beginning EL course introduces identified English Learners to basic vocabulary 
and linguistic structures that they can put to practice in their content area courses. Students strengthen 
listening, reading, speaking, and writing proficiency in English. They learn specific language and phrases 
for real-world situations, as well as for their academic areas of math, science, social studies and lan-
guage arts. The teacher provides support for students and teaches them tools and strategies to employ 
as they master the basics of the English language such as identifying the main idea, sequencing events, 
and sorting fact from opinion. Placement in this class is based on scores on the WIDA ACCESS or WIDA 
Screener and teacher input.

Intermediate EL — The Intermediate EL course gives students opportunities to practice and continue to 
develop their English reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. Students learn new grammatical 
structures and apply them in the academic areas of math, science, social studies, language arts, and 
everyday school situations. Among other skills, students learn how to successfully identify point of view, 
ask for clarification, describe and expand on topics in writing, solve problems, and express their opinions. 
Placement in this class is based on scores on the WIDA ACCESS or WIDA Screener and teacher input.

Advanced EL — The Advanced EL course encourages students to continue to refine their English 
language proficiency. Students learn highly specialized and technical content-area language that they 
can apply directly to their content-area courses. They practice using a variety of sentence lengths of 
varying linguistic complexity in extended oral or written discourse such as stories, essays and reports. 
Other skills students continue to hone and develop include providing text evidence to support a 
position, identifying cause and effect, examining bias in writing, and supporting their opinions with 
examples. Placement in this class is based on scores on the WIDA ACCESS or WIDA Screener and 
teacher input.
.

Mathematics Department
Department Requirements:
Students must complete a core Mathematics course each year. Students are placed into appropriate 
courses by their guidance counselor.

Advanced Math 7 — This course is designed to prepare students for honors and AP courses at the 
high school level. It is aligned to the PA Core standards to prepare students for the 7th grade PSSA. It is 
designed to equip students for an Algebra course in their future coursework. Students will use algebraic 
expressions, real numbers, proportions, percents, equations, geometry, measurement, data analysis, and 
probability to solve real world problems.

Math 7 — This course is aligned to the PA Core standards to prepare students for the 7th grade PSSA. It 
is designed to equip students with a mastery of the standards and prepare them to meet success. 
Students will authentically apply their learning towards solving problems involving algebraic expressions, 
real numbers, proportions, percents, equations, geometry, measurement, data analysis, and probability to 
solve real world problems.



Advanced Math 8 — This course is aligned to the PA Core standards to prepare students for the 8th 
grade PSSA.  It is designed to equip students to take Algebra in their future coursework.  Students will 
authentically apply their learning towards solving problems involving linear equations (including systems) 
and inequalities, applications of radicals and exponents, geometric transformations, data analysis, and 
real world geometry.

Math 8 — This course is aligned to the PA Core standards to prepare students for the 8th grade PSSA, 
as well . It is designed to equip students with a mastery of the standards and prepare them to meet 
success. Students will authentically apply their learning towards solving problems involving linear 
equations (including systems) and inequalities, applications of radicals and exponents, geometric 
transformations, data analysis, and real world geometry. 

Honors Algebra 1 - X Marks the Spot: 1 credit — In this Pennsylvania Algebra 1 Keystone exam aligned 
course, students will be introduced to linear equations and inequalities in one variable, ratio and pro-
portion, operations with radicals and radical functions and exponents and exponential functions. The 
class will conclude with the study of linear and quadratic functions, linear models and graphs of linear 
equations and inequalities. Students enrolled in this class are required to take the physically proctored 
Pennsylvania Algebra 1 Keystone exam at the conclusion of the class.
Prerequisite – A score of Advanced on PSSAs and recommendation from guidance counselor

Science Department
Department Requirements:
Students must complete a core Science course each year. Students are placed in appropriate courses by 
their guidance counselor.

Advanced Science 7 — This course is designed to prepare students for honors and AP courses at the high 
school level. It is aligned to the PA standards. Students will be challenged to analyze, evaluate, and synthe-
size informational text, as well as various theories of science. Further, this course will introduce students to 
fundamental science principles in the fields of biological, physical, and earth and space sciences.  Topics 
covered will include structure and function of organisms, ecology, matter and energy, motion and force, 
earth features, weather and climate, and astronomy.

Science 7 — This course will introduce students to fundamental science principles in the fields of 
biological, physical, and earth and space sciences.  Topics covered will include structure and function 
of organisms, ecology, matter and energy, motion and force, earth features, weather and climate, and 
astronomy.

Advanced Science 8 — This course is designed to prepare students for honors and AP courses at the 
high school level. It is aligned to the PA science standards. Students will be challenged to analyze, 
evaluate, and synthesize informational text, as well as various theories of science. Further, this course is 
designed to support and reinforce mastery of the concepts in the fields of biological, physical, and earth 
and space sciences, with special focus on the nature of science. Topics include structure and function of 
organisms, ecological behavior and systems, properties of matter, energy transfer, principles of motion 
and force, atmospheric processes, and composition and structure of the universe. This course will 
prepare students to take the 8th grade PSSA.

Science 8 — This course is designed to support and reinforce mastery of the concepts in the fields of 
biological, physical, and earth and space sciences, with special focus on the nature of science. Topics 
include structure and function of organisms, ecological behavior and systems, properties of matter, energy 
transfer, principles of motion and force, atmospheric processes, and composition and structure of the 
universe. This course will prepare students to take the 8th grade PSSA.
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Social Studies Department
Department Requirements:
Students must complete a core Social Studies course each year. Students are placed in appropriate courses 
by their guidance counselor.

Advanced Geography and Cultures 7 — This course is designed to prepare students for honors and AP 
courses at the high school level. It is aligned to the PA standards. Students will be challenged to understand 
and evaluate the impact of physical and human characteristics upon places and regions. Further, students will 
understand, analyze, and evaluate the interactions between people and the environment.

Geography and Cultures 7 — This course gives an overview of multiple topics in world history.  Students 
will get a broad understanding of geography, early civilizations, ancient religions, and Egyptian and Roman 
history among other topics.  

Advanced American History 8 — This course is designed to prepare students for honors and AP 
courses at the high school level. It is aligned to the PA standards. Students will be challenged to inter-
pret, evaluate, and analyze the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and 
economic development of the United States. Students will compare historical documents and artifacts, 
which are critical to American history. In addition, students will analyze how continuity and change have 
impacted the development of the United States. Lastly, students will interpret, evaluate, and analyze 
how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations impacted the growth and development 
of the United States.

American History 8 — This course will guide students through the first half of American history with 
a special focus on Pennsylvania history. Beginning with the very first people to reach North America 
and ending around 1900, students will explore a diverse array of historical topics including Native 
American settlement; colonization; the American Revolution; the founding of the United States; and 
the Civil War.

Special Subjects/Electives Department
Career Readiness 7 and Career Readiness 8 — These courses introduce students to the building blocks 
necessary to select and prepare for a career. By the end of 8th grade students will complete a career 
plan. Using the career exploration system, Naviance, students explore their interests and abilities, 
identify career options, and work to develop a high school and college/career plan. Various topics are 
introduced, including effective speaking and listening skills, cover letters and resumes, and social net-
working. Students will also create a career portfolio. The Career Readiness curriculum aligns with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education Career Education Standards which include:
• Career Awareness and Preparation
• Career Acquisition (Getting a Job)
• Career Retention and Advancement
• Entrepreneurship

Electives 7 — This course is a combination of Art, Family and Consumer Science, and Music. Art 
topics include the fundamentals of the elements of art and composition, as well as  form, balance, and 
symmetry. Students will create a variety of art projects using dry media.  An introduction to watercolor 
painting will also be given. The Family and Consumer Science unit will help students improve their 
ability to solve problems, make decisions, and use resources available to them. Music topics include 
the basic elements of music and how they relate to music in society. Students will explore areas in 
music instruments, music ensembles, meaning in music, music history, and popular music in America. 
Critical listening skills will be used to evaluate musical performances in both classical and popular 
musical genres.
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Electives 8 — This course is a combination of Art, Family and Consumer Science, and Music. Art topics 
include the principles of design. Students will learn about shape, pattern, and perspective with an emphasis 
on drawing with elements of creative writing. The Family and Consumer Science unit will teach students 
about things that affect the food you eat, how food affects people differently, and how to plan and prepare 
quality meals for yourself and your family. Music topics include how music is used as a form of communica-
tion. The main objective is for students to analyze, connect, and comprehend music on multiple levels and 
continue to develop critical listening skills. Students will examine how musical styles have evolved as part 
of American Culture. Students will study the art forms of jazz, musical theatre, and film to understand how 
music is used as a tool to enhance an artist’s message. Students will also learn about music technology of 
the past and present and compose their own song.

Health/Physical Education 7 — In this course, students will complete Health and Physical Education 
assignments on alternating weeks. They will cover topics such as nutrition, dealing with stress and 
conflict, the dangers of addiction and disease, and safety. 

Health/Physical Education 8 — In this course, students will complete Health and Physical Education 
assignments on alternating weeks. They will cover topics such as drugs and alcohol, self-esteem and 
body image, mental and emotional health, among other topics. 

Technology Department
STEM Project Lead the Way (PLTW) — PLTW prepares students to be innovative and productive leaders 
in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math). Through an engaging, hands-on curriculum, PLTW 
encourages the development of problem-solving skills, creative and innovative reasoning, and a love of 
learning. 
Prerequisite: Students must commit to regular live class attendance and receive guidance counselor 
recommendation.

Independent Study Department
Language Learning  – Completion of a level is equal to one academic credit. Students must be have at least 
a B in all courses and receive approval from their guidance counselor in order to enroll in an independent 
language course. Please contact your school counselor if you are interested in taking a language that is not 
listed below.
• Arabic
• Mandarin Chinese
• French
• German
• Greek
• Hebrew
• Italian
• Japanese
• Korean
• Latin
• Spanish
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