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When our world seems to be crashing down 
around us, where do we go? Are we merely 
followers of a broken system, or can we use 
our thoughts to empower the world, even 
when our minds feel trapped?
  
Introspection forces individuals to look 
inside themselves and confront any long-
held biases of their environments. Amidst 
the year of a global pandemic, protests, and 
power struggles, we have had a lot to think 
about. Looking within ourselves and 
looking a little bit closer at the world 
around us has brought fear, anger, anxiety
—but maybe even hope.
 
As the world is falling, our voices are being 
lifted. This is a chance to listen, grow, and 
spark change. Take a look outside. The key 
to freedom is within our own minds. 
Introspection is raising us up. 
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An ocean, Deep and blue, An ocean of people, 
With emotions just as true, Both are strong, 

With a current that can drag you, 
An ocean, One of emotions, The waves crash 
and collide, Interests �y as signs are raised, 
We’ve come to stand for what we believe is 

right, Even if that means we sail through the 
night. 
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We Are Us.
By Ma'Laya Edwards

Black vs white? 
No

Everyone vs racism 
Freedom vs bondage 

Love vs hate
Us vs them 

Do we want revenge? 
No

We want equality 
Freedom 

Love
Understanding 

A chance
A change

 
Why do we have to be killed? 

Because we’re jogging? 
Because we wore a black hoodie?

Because we ran away from danger?
Because a lie was told on us?

No
Because we’re darker than you appear 

Our genes are slightly stronger
We don’t speak the same
We don’t dress the same

We wear our hair di�erently 
Because we are us



A Land of Free or a Corrupt Land
By: Shaylee’ Wyatt

What is a land of free when there are black people bound by 
chains of racism and prejudice?

What is a land of free when there are children stripped from 
their parents and put in cages?

People are being killed based on the amount of melanin in 
their skin.

Children stripped from families.
This must stop, we must destroy and rebuild. 

For our system has already been tainted and once dyed can 
not change back. 

Our country is so scared to talk about the way we got here, 
but refuses to put an end to the violence, to give justice to 

family members who lost each other to this �ame. 
Our country people say is so great when it was built on the 

killing and moving of Native Americans. 
When it was built of the sweat and tears of black people.

Our justice system has always been �lled with racial 
inequality. And it won’t change unless we stand together to 

make it. 
Realizing a country is �awed and realizing it must change is 

something, but helping change it is better. 
Bring justice to those who lost their lives, to those who were 

wronged, to those who fought. 




