
 
 
Close, Closer, Closest FAQ: 
 
How was the artist / project selected? 
 
In an effort to distribute Toledo’s public works of art more evenly by district, 
Close Park in District 5 was identified as a site for a new public art project for 
2019. Nestled in a densely populated West Toledo neighborhood across the 
street from Blessed Sacrament School, this site has been identified as a 
perfect location for a new public art project. A request for qualifications was 
sent out on January 4, 2018, which resulted in responses from over 60 artists 
from within the United States.  
 
Through an extensive review process, including community meetings with 
neighborhood stakeholders, the Design Review Board has selected 
Minneapolis artist, Randy Walker’s, proposal entitled Close, Closer, Closest. 
The installation includes approximately 400 colorfully painted steel poles 
representing each house in the immediate neighborhood. The poles will stand 
in a small garden shaped to mimic Close Park’s shape. The poles will vary in 
heights and colors determined by members of the community. Like the park, 
Close, Closer Closest will be an interactive life-filled space that changes as it is 
experienced from different vantage points and as one moves through and 
around it from season to season.   
 
You can find more information on the Design Review Board and the selection 
process here:  
 
http://s3.amazonaws.com/acgt/documents/aquisition-standard-operating-guide.pdf 
http://s3.amazonaws.com/acgt/documents/design-review-board-process.pdf 
 
 
 
 



Where does the funding for the project come from? 
 
The budget for the project is $70,000. The funding comes from the One Percent For 
Art program, funded by the City of Toledo and administered by The Arts Commission 
Art in Public Places Program. 
 
 
What is the community input for? 
 
The installation consists of up to 400 poles, each representing a house in the 
surrounding neighborhood. Each household is invited to pick the height and a color 
for each pole. The height corresponds with someone in the family. 
 
 
Who will maintain the site once it is installed? 
 
The park will continue to be maintained by the City of Toledo Parks Department. The 
Arts Commission, Art in Public Places program, will maintain this installation. 
 
 
For More Information, please contact: 
 
Nathan Mattimoe  
Art in Public Places Coordinator  
The Arts Commission 
1838 Parkwood Ave. Suite 120 
Toledo, OH 43604 
P: 419.254.2787 Ext. 1011   
nmattimoe@theartscommission.org 
 
 
 
 
 


